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PREFACE 



TO 



THE SECOND EDITION 



LN complying with the public demand for a Second Edition of 
" The Huntingdon Peerage^' the expression of my warmest thanks 
is emphatically due for the very indulgent reception the work has 
met; a reception as complimentary to me in my incidental cha- 
racter of author, as the establishment of the claim itself had in 
the first instance been considered honourable to my conduct as 
an advocate. The narrative of my professional exertions has 
been read and estimated in the same spirit of candour with 
which it was written; and a highly respectable portion of the 
critical press* of the country has recorded an unsolicited and 
uninterested verdict in my favour. All this I confess is greatly 
gratifying to me, and has a deep claim on my most cordial acknow- 
ledgements, which, I beg, may be accepted wherever they are 
due, without more particular specification. But as a more sub- 
stantial proof of my sentiments of gratitude, and from a desire 
to render my book still more worthy of the place which has 
been assigned to it, as a legal and literary production, I have, 
at very considerable pains and expense, enriched the present 
edition with some additional embellishments, which I trust will 
be found, in no small degree, curious and interesting, as con- 
nected with the historical portion of the work. The portraits 
of Jane Shore and Lady Jane Grey can never be regarded 

* See British Critic, Edinburgh Monthly Reriewy Literary Gazette, Gentleman's Magazine, &c 
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PREFACE. 

without awakening sympathetic recollections of the sufferings of 
J those unfortunate persons ; and that of Henry Hastings of Wood- 

i lands, embodying Lord Shaftesbury's singular description of that 

I eccentric character, must prove of peculiar value to the antiquarian, 

[ whose researches are directed to the illustration of early manners. 

With respect to the introduction of my own, it will be, primdfacie^ 
obvious that I had no personal vanity to gratify by publishing my 
face ; but I may be fairly forgiven the ambition of occupying an 
humble niche in a temple of my own raising. There is, moreover, as 
I take it, a certain curiosity in most minds to be, as it were, ocularly 
acquainted with, — ^to inspect with the naked eye, — individuals 
before seen only (to use Dry den's phrase) " through the spectacles of 
books.'' The present age is one of philosophy and occult calcula- 
tion. Men are curious to discover and ascertain what precise 
quantity of nose, and height of forehead, go to constitute certain 
passions and capacities, and what conformation of mouth and eye 
is assigned to a peculiar temperament. This curiosity there can be 
no great harm in gratifying. It is not very unlike the itching one 
feels to see the countenance of a man or woman, with whose con- 
versation one has been accidentally entertained for several hours in 
the dark, — ^in a mail coach at night, for example, to prevent evil 
inferences. Thus much for my own portrait. There is also added 
a Genealogical Table, of the omission of which, in the First Edition, 
many purchasers complained. On the whole, I flatter myself, that 
these several embellishments will add to the intrinsic value of the 
book, and, at the same time, as they are given altogether gratuit- 
ously, prove, at least, my grateful sense of the public favour with 
which the work has been honoured. 
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Among the fugitive subjects, which come occasionally under 
the pubhc eye, there are none, perhaps^ more generally interesting, 
and which it is more necessary and useful to embody into a durable 
record, than those which involve claims of right, and decisions of 
legal authority thereupon. Such decisions become in fact incor- 
porated with our system of jurisprudence, and stand as landmarks 
and auxiUaries to guide and aid the sound administration of justice. 
It is therefore of material importance that all causes, remarkable 
for their novelty, magnitude, and special interest, should be deposited 
among the archives of legal experience in a distinct and permanent 
form, and authentic in substance, so as to facilitate every purpose 
of future reference either for curiosity or use. If considerations of 
this general nature had not operated as sufficient incentives with me 
to undertake the compilation and arrangement of the materials 
which constitute the following pages, I had the superadded induce- 
ment supplied by the advice and sanction of several gentlemen 
eminent at the bar, who were of opinion that such a publication 
was highly desirable, and could not fail to prove peculiarly useful 
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iv PREFACE. 

and satisfactory to every senator and lawyer, as well as acceptable 
to the superior ranks of the public at large. Besides, having 
myself conducted the proceedings from the commencement, and, in 
fact, staked my professional judgment and fortunes on the result, I 
confess I experience a kind of paternal gratification, and feel that I 
satisfy a final sentiment of duty, in thus, as it were, putting the last 
hand to a work, which, if I had not prosecuted con amorey rather 
than by the ordinary gradations of practice, could never have been 
brought to so speedy and triumphant a termination. In adjusting 
the plan of the present publication, it has appeared adviseable to 
numerous friends of the parties, to whose judgment I willingly bow, 
that I should deviate somewhat from the usual form of mere law 
reports, so as to produce a kind of Huntingdonia?ia — a book of 
general reference for every thing that concerns the history and 
restored succession of the ancient and illustiious House of Hastings. 
With this view tlie narrative of my proceedings, and the Report of 
his Majesty's Attorney-General on the occasion, are preceded by a 
genealogical account of the noble family in question, re-composed 
from the most authentic sources, and more correct and copious, 
it is presumed, than has yet appeared; together with a memoir 
of the present Earl, and the branch from which he is descended. 
In thb division of my task, I have endeavoured, as often as the sub- 
ject permitted, to ingraft the dignity and moral uses of biographical 
composition on the naked stock of pedigree, which (to appropriate, 
by an easy transition, the dramatic rule of Horace to my purpose) 
" may sometimes raise her voice,' and assume a character much 
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more important and instructive than the mere calendar of names 
and issue. I have moreover interwoven such papers, deemed 
interesting, either by their connexion direct or collateral with the 
subject, or by their antiquity as illustrative of early manners, as 
I had collected during my search among the ancient records of 
the kingdom ; together with some documents of modem date, 
which are calculated to throw light on my noble client's claim, 
the steps by which it has been fortunately substantiated, and the 
unfair and mysterious means which prevented his Lordship's 
regular accession to the honours and estates of his ancestors. 
All these matters will, I trust, be found sufficiently relevant and 
interesting to justify their introduction in a compilation of this 
nature; but the part, which I feel will require most apology, is 
that which relates to myself personally, and my exertions on 
the occasion. And here again I must shelter myself under the 
authority and opinion of the respected friends before alluded to, 
who have advised, that every particular should be preserved 
appertaining to the prosecution of a claim, the establirhment 
of which in so comparatively short a period, without reference 
to the House of Lords, and after the title had lain nearly thirty 
years in abeyance, has been regarded as a remarkable instance 
of successful practice, and, if I mistake not, without precedent 
in the annals of restored Peerages. On this score, with whatever 
sentiment of complacency the conscientious discharge of my 
duty, its victorious result, and the indulgent approbation of my 
friends, may have inspired me, (and far from dissembling, I 
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CHAPTER I. 



FBOM ROBERT DE HASTINGS, LORD OF FILLONGLEY, THE FIRST OF WHOM MENTION IS 
MADE IN THE FAMILY PEDIGREE, DOWN TO SIR LEONARD DE HASTINGS. 

Although we have the happiness to live in an enlightened age 
and free country, in which private worth and public services 
are justly held ennobling beyond the brightest " boast of heraldry," 
yet the pride of ancestry, common to nations and individuals, 
and which seems to be inherent in the himian mind, can never cease 
to be a laudable passion, so long as it operates in its original and 
legitimate sphere, not as the silly inflation of overweening worth- 
lessness and imbecility of character, but as a generous stimulus 
to emulation in those honourable pursuits and virtuous actions 
which, in themselves, primitively conferred social distinction, and 
still constitute the sublimer nobility of mind. The ancient family 
of Hastings, whose hereditary dignities, extinct or suspended for 
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2 MEMOIRS OF 

nearly thirty years, have been again providentially restored, was 
not merely noble by descent, and allied to royalty, biit distin* 
gnished, during several reigns, as much for wisdom in the cabinet, 
and incorruptible loyalty, as renowned for bravery in the field. 
Robert de Hastings, Portgteve of Hastings, in Sussex, from which 
town, according to Blomfield, * the family simiame is derived, and 
the lastage of which they farmed for a considerable time of the 
Crown, is the first person of whom mention is made in the pedi- 
gree, where he is further described as Lord of Fillongley, in 
Warwickshire, aiid iDispensator, or Steward, to William the Con- 
queror. The conclusion of this monarch's reign in September, 
1087, proves that this Robert de Hastings, the first on record, and 
ostensible root of the family, flourished towards the close of the 
eleventh century. 

Walter de Hastings, successor to Robert, lived under the reign 
of Henry the First, namely, between the years 1100 and 1135, to 
which Prince he was Steward, as owner of the manor of Ashele, or 
Ashill,in Norfolk, which he held by grand serjeanty, viz. " to take care 
of the naperie -f- at the coronation.^' Walter and his wife Hadewgre, or 
Hawise, granted, or rather confirmed, a former grant of Oldbury to 
the nunnery of Polesworth, in Warwickshire. By her he had issue 
one son, Hugh, his heir and successor. 

Hugh de Hastings, of Fillongley, who succeeded his father as 
steward to Henry the First, married Ikneburga, daughter of Hugh 
de Flamville, and niece and heir of Robert de Fkunville, of Aston- 
Flamville in the county of Leicester, and with her had that manor 
and Gissing in Norfolk, together with the stewardship of the Abbey 
of St. Edmundsbury in Suffolk. Hugh de Flamville, in a confirma- 
tion made by himself and Ivetta d'Arches his wife, to Malton 

^ See Blomfield's Norfolk. f Naperie, f . e. table-linen. 




THE HOUSE OF HASTINGS. 3 

Priory in Yorkshire, mentions his having given his sister Maud in 
eiarriage to Robert de Hastings. That this record has reference to a 
connexion between the two families antecedent to the aforesaid 
marriage of Hugh and Emeburga, and that the Robert here spe-* 
cified is the same person first mentioned in the pedigree, seem 
sufficiently evident; and therefore it would appear quite unnecessary 
to start any uncertainty on the occasion^ by confounding the parties 
and supposing a mistake of their names, as some of the Peerages 
have done. However this may be, Hugh de Hastings, of whom we 
are treating, had, by his said wife Emeburga, two sons, William his 
heir, and Richard, Rector of Barnwell, in I^iecestershire ; and also 
a daughter, Mahant, espoused to Robert de Wyford, who had with 
her the manor of Anke, in Devonshire. From this marriage de- 
scended Sir Geoflfery de Anke, or Hanke, who, in the reign of Henry 
the Third, conveyed that estate to Michael Davyle, in marriage with 
his daughter. 

William de Hastings, eldest son of Hugh, was, by paternal in- 
heritance. Steward to Henry the First, and Henry the Second, 
and also of the Abbey of St. Edmundsbury in right of his wife. He 
died in the year 1165, having had two wives, first, Maud, daughter of 
Thurstan Banaster, and widow of William Cumin, by whom he had 
two sons, Henry, his heir, who died without issue, and William, ^o, 
on his brother's death, succeeded to the family possessions; and 
secondly, Ida, daughter of Henry, Earl of Eu, by whom, also, he 
had two sons, Thomas, of whom hereafter, as ancestor to Francis, the 
tenth and late Earl of Huntingdon, and John, who, by his wife, had 
a son and heir called Henry. 

WiUiam de Hastings, second son of the above William, by Maud, 
his first wife, succeeding, on the decease of his elder brother 
Henry, to the estate, married Margaret, daughter of Roger Bigod, 

B 2 
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Earl of Norfolk, and by her had issue, Henry Lord Hastings, his 
heir, and one daughter, Ida, espoused to Stephen de Segrave^ From 
this marriage are also said to be descended the proprietors of Elsing 
in Norfolk, and Fenwick in Yorkshire, who bore their paternal coat 
of arms of different colours from those used by the family of Hunt- 
ingdon, viz. Or, a Maunch, Gules, but the same as borne by the 
Earls of Pembroke, of the name of Hastings. 

Henry Lord Hastings succeeded the last mentioned William, and 
married Ada, fourth daughter of David Earl of Huntingdon, (by his 
wife Maud, eldest daughter of Hugh Earl of Chester, and co-heir 
with her brother Ranulph, successor to that title,) and sister and co- 
heir to John, sumamed Le Scot, Earl of Huntingdon and Chester. 
He died in the year 1250, leaving issue by the said Ada, another 
Henry, his heir, and two daughters, Margaret, and Hillaria, the lat- 
ter of whom was the wife of Sir William Harcourt, ancestor of the 
present Earl Harcourt. 

Henry Lord Hastings, second of that name, and only son and 
successor to the former, was knighted by Simon Montford, Earl of 
Leicester, and, adhering to that nobleman, and the other insurgent 
barons against Henry the Third, was by them appointed Governor of 
the Castles of Scarborough and Winchester in 1264, and of Kenil- 
worth Castle, the following year. He married Joane, daughter of 
William, and sister and co-heir to George, de Cantalupe, Barons of Ber- 
gavenny, by whom he had issue three daughters, Audra,Lora, and Joan ; 
and two sons, John his heir, and Edmund, who had summons to par- 
Uament, December 29, 1299, and afterwards in 1313 — Contem- 
porary with this Henry was David de Hastings, who inherited the 
Earldom of Athol in Scotland, from 1242 to 1269, in right of his 
wife Ferelith, daughter of Henry Earl of Athol, great-grandson of 
David the Seventh, King of Scotland. Ada, only daughter of this 
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David, Earl of Athol, was married to John de Strathbogie, who, 
upon the decease of his father-in-law, without male issue, became 
successor to the title. 

John de Hastings, eldest son of Henry, was Lord Hastings and Ber- 
gavenny, Seneschal of Aquitaine, and, in 1290, eighteenth of Edward 
the First, one of the competit/>rs for the Crown of Scotland, in right of 
his grandmother, Ada aforesaid, daughter of David Earl of Hunting- 
don, brother to Malcolm the Fourth, and to William, styled the Lion, 
Kings of Scotland. He had summons to Parliament from 1295 to 
the time of his death, which happened on the ninth of March, 1312, 
the sixth of Edward the Second. He was twice married, first to 
Isabel, daughter of William, and sister and co-heir of Aymer, or 
Audomar, de Valence, Earls of Pembroke ; and by her, who died 
October 3, 1305, and lies interred with him at the Grey Friars in 
Coventry, had issue two sons, John Lord Hastings and Bergavenny 
his heir, and Sir William de Hastings, whose three sons, John, Ed- 
mund, and Henry, were buried at Coventry ; and three daughters, 
Jane wedded to William de Huntingfield, Elizabeth to Roger Lord 
Grey, of Ruthen, and Margaret. By Isabel, fifth daughter of Hugh 
Despencer, Earl of Winchester, his second wife, and who, after his 
decease, was married to Richard Mounthermer, with issue, he had 
two sons more. Sir Hugh and Thomas. Sir Hugh was of Gressing 
Hall and Fenwick, in Norfolk, in right of his wife Margaret, 
daughter and heir of Sir Richard Foliot, Knight. The male line of 
tiiis Sir Hugh terminated about the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
in the person of Sir Francis Hastings, of Stusthorpe, whose es- 
tate was divided among his four sisters and co-heirs, ^ viz. Anne, 
espoused to John Wentworth, of North Elmshall, Esq. ; Dorothy, to 
Sir William St. Quintin, of Harpham, in Yorkshire, Knt. ; Christian, 
to Francis Frobisher, of Altaflf Frobisher, Esq. ; and Mary, to Philip 
Copley, of Doncaster, Esq. 
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John Lord Hastings, Bergavenny, and Weishford, eldest son of 
the preceding John, was Governor of Kenilworth Castle in 1323, 
and died in 1325. He married Julian, daughter of Thomas Ley- 
bourne, and Lady of Eltham,' by whom he had issue Lawrence, an 
only son and heir, who succeeded him. 

Lawrence Lord Hastings, Bergairftnny, and Weishford, upon the 
death, without issue, of his grand uncle Aymer de Valence, Earl of 
Pembroke, before mentioned, was, by patent, dated October 13, 
1339> thirteenth of Edward the Third, advanced to that dignity, in 
right of his grandmother Isabel, sister to Aymer. He married 
Agnes, daughter of Roger Mortimer, Earl of March, and, dying on 
the 30th of August, 1348, was interred in the priory of Bergavenny, 
leaving his estates and titles to John, his only son and heir, bora 
after his death. His wife survived him till 1368, and was buried in 
the Minories Church, without Aldgate, London. 

John, the said posthumous son, was second Earl of Pembroke, of 
the Hastings family, and had the dignity of Knight of the Garter 
conferred on him by Edward the Third. He served gallantly under 
Edward the Black Prince, and, during the wars of Aquitaine, the 
people having had large experience of his goodness, at their re<- 
quest, the King appointed him Lieutenant of that principality. In 
1372, his Lordship, with forty ships under his command, was di«. 
patched to succour the city of Rochelle, then closely besieged by the 
French army under Du Guesclin, on the land side, in concert with a 
naval force sent by Henry, King of Castile, to blockade the port by 
sea. When the Earl arrived, on Midsummer-eve, and was about 
to sail into port, he was unexpectedly and fiercely attacked by die 
Spanish squadron, commanded by Admiral Boccanegra, a Genoese, 
his fleet totally defeated after an engagement which lasted two days, 
and himself, with a great number of his inferior officers, made pri* 
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«oner) and sent loaded with irons into Spain. The enemy set fire to 
all the English ships, and carried off a booty of 20,000 marks in 
money. Having remained four years in captivity, he was at length 
redeemed by the payment of a large ransom ; but, as if his earthly 
liberty had been purchased only to augment the triumph of a sterner 
and less exorable authority, he died, shortly after, on the l6th of 
April, 1375, the forty-ninth of Edward the Tliird, on the road 
tinrai Paris to Calais, returning home, some suppose of the 
effects of a slow poison administered to him while in Spain. He 
had sepulture first at Hereford, but his remains were subsequently 
removed thence to the Grey Friars Church, in Ijondon. His Lord- 
^lup was the first English subject who imitated Edward the Third in 
dib quartering of arms, as may be seen in his escutcheon, on the north 
^de of that monarch's tomb, at Westminster Abbey, upon which he 
bears, quarterly. Or, a Maunch, Gules, for Hastings ; and Barry erf* 
twelve pieces. Argent and Azure, an Orle <^ eight Martlets, Gules, 
for Valence. By his first wife, Margaret, fourth daughter of King 
Edward the Third, he had no issue ; but by his second marriage to 
Afine^ daughter and heir of the renowned Sir Walter Manney, Knt 
by his wife Margaret Brotherton, then Countess, and afterwards 
Duchess, of Norfolk, be had one only son, John, bom during his 
ifether's imprisonment in Spain, and successor to all his dignities. 

John, die second of that name, and third and last Earl of Pem* 
bro^e, of the Hastings line, was a long time ward of the King, and at 
4t proper age succeeded to the honours and possessions of the fa^ 
nUy . He married Philippa, daughter of Edmond Mortimer, Earl of 
March, but by her (who after his decease became successively the 
wife of Richard Fitzallan, Earl of Arundel, and of Thomas Poyn- 
ings. Lord St. John of Basing, and, dying, was buried at the Priory 
of Boxgrave) had no issue. The manner of his Lordship's death. 
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which occurred in 1390, in the prime of manhood, was singularly 
melancholy, having, during a tournament at Woodstock, running tilt 
with Sir John St, John, received an accidental wound in the body, 
which unfortunately proved mortal. His untimely fate was deeply 
lamented, and a fine monument to his memory was erected in the 
church of the Grey Friars. Thus, in default of issue, the Earldom 
became extinct ; but the titles of Lord Hastings, Bergavenny, and 
Weishford, together with the estates annexed thereto, devolved on 
Reginald Lord Grey, of Ruthen, in right of his grandmother, Filizar 
beth, who was second daughter of John de Hastings, Lord Berga- 
venny and Weishford, by Isabel, sister and co-heir of Aymer de 
Valence, Earl of Pembroke, and wife of Roger Lord Grey, of Rur 
then, as before mentioned. This Reginald, it appears, afterwards 
sold the barony of Bergavenny to William Beauchamp. " It is re- 
ported," says one of the old chronicles, in the superstitious spirit of 
that period, " that froip Aymer de Valence, Earle of Pembroke, 
(who was one of the Peers that condemned Thomas, Earle of Lan- 
caster,) unto this John, none of these Earles of Pembroke did live to 
see their sonnes, nor the sonnes their father, so untimely did they 
die/'* 

The male line of William, the eldest surviving son of William de 
Hastings, Steward to the First and Second Henries, by Maud his 
first wife, being thus traced to its extinction in the person of John 
Earl of Pembroke, it now becomes necessary to return to Thomas, 
who was the said William's eldest son, by his second marriage with 
Ida daughter of Henry, Earl of Eu, and direct ancestor of Francis, 
the tenth and late Earl of Huntingdon. This Thomas, by his wife 

daughter of had issue an only son 

named Hugh. 

* Thomas de Walnngham. 
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Hugh de Hastings, only son and heir of Thomas, married 
Helena daughter of AUan, and . sister and heir of TorphinQ^ 
or Theorphine, Alveston, of Alveston, commonly called Al- 
lerston, in the wapentake of Pickering in the North Riding of 
Yorkshire, and widow of Alan de Valoines. This Hugh, " for the 
health of his own soul and that of his wife," as it is simply and 
piously expressed in the phrase of those times, when beneficence 
did not blush to avow its faith of an eternal reward, confirmed the 
grant of forty acres of land at Crosby Ravensworth, in Westmore- 
land, which the said Allan and Theorphine had made to the hospital 
of St. Leonard's, in York, and which was again confirmed by 
Alexander de Wilton, second husband of Helena after Hugh's 
decease, which occurred in 1208, he leavmg issue an only son, 
Thomas, his heir and successor. 

Thomas de Hastings ratified to the canons of EgUstone, in the 
bishopric of Durham, the patronage of the church of Stratford, 
bestowed on them by Helena his mother, and also a grant of the 
aforesaid Theorphine and Allan to the monks of Whitby. He more- 
over gave twelve bovates of land in Allerston to the Knights 
Templars, which donation was confirmed by King Henry the Third, 
in the nineteenth year of his reign ; and, one moiety of the Rectory of 
Gissing, in Norfolk, having been given to Butley Abbey, in Suffolk, 
about the year 1217, he made over the other half to that monastery. 
He married Amicia, who, after his death, had for second husband. Sir 
Robert de Boys of Tersfield, (the heir general of whose family was, 
in the reign of Edward the Third, married to Sir John Howard, 
ancestor to the Dukes of Norfolk,) and dying left issue by her an 
only son Nicholas, who succeeded him. 

Sir Nicholas de Hastings, in 1246, assigned to his mother, then 
wife to the said Sir Robert de Boys, the manor of Gissing in part 

c 
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of her dower ; and in 1249, granted by fine to the priory of Pentney, 
in Norfolk, a messnage and two carucates of land in Gayton Thorpe 
and East Wynche in the said county, to be for ever held of his 
maQor of Gissing by one Knight's fee, and a pair of gilt spurs, or 
seven pence a year payable at Easter. He married Emmeline, 
daughter of Walter de Heron, and by her, at the time of his death, 
in 1268, was father of six sons, viz. Sir Hugh, his heir and succes* 
sor, Henry, Edmond, Nicholas, Richard, and William. 

Sir Hugh de Hastings, in 1269, obtained free warren in his manor 
of Gissing, in the church of which he founded a chantry, which was 
endowed by him and Sir Adam de Gissing in 1280. He died in the 

year 1302, leaving, by Beatrix, his wife, daughter of 

Nicholas, his only son and heir. 

Sir Nicholas de Hastings, by his wife daughter of 

had two sons. Sir Ralph and William. In 1307, 



he had a grant from Ralph Fitzwilliam, Baron of Greystock, 
of the manor of Thorpe Basset, in Yorkshire, which he conveyed 
the same year to Sir Ralph, his heir and successor. William, the 
younger son, resided at Thornton, in Yorkshire, and by his wife 
had also two sons, Nicholas and Edward, which latter was seated 
at Rouleby, in the same county. 

Sir Ralph de Hastings, in 1329, third of Edward the Third, had 
free warren of Allerston, in Yorkshire ; and in 1337, was sheriff of 
the county, and governor of the castle, of York. William de Wyville 
released to him, in 1343, all his right in Slingsby, Yorkshire ; and 
he had licence the following year to make a castle of his house at 
that place. At the battle of Nevil's Cross, near Durham, October 
17, 1346, when David Bruce, King of Scotland, was taken prisoner, 
Sir Richard was present, and received a wound, of which he died in 
a few days, and was interred, pursuant to the directions in his will, 
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at Sulbey Abbey; Nordmmptonshire^ of i'hieh he' was patnonJ He 
married Margaret^ daughter of Sir WiUidm de Herle^ CMef Justioe 
of the Court of CommoBL Fleas, and sister and heiii to Sir > Robert de 
Hwle-, of Kirby, iia Leicestershire, and by her iwd^ father! of an ooly 
son and heir, another 

Sir Ralph de Hastings, who, in 1358, sold his manoi^ of Hastingi^ 
and, in 1365, became possessed of the manor of Kirt>y, the. future 
seat of the family for some ages, and of Burton, lafterwards called 
Burton Hastings, in Warwickshire, as heir, in right of his mother, of 
his uncle Robert Herle, who died the preceding year. He was re» 
tained by Henry Plantagenet, Duke of Lancaster, to serve him in 
peace and war^ for forty marks per annum, to be paid quarterly out 
of his manor of Pickering, in Yorkshire ; and in 1369, forty-third of 
Edward the Third, was joined in commission with others for defend- 
ing the marches of Northumberland towards Scotland. He was Go- 
vernor of the Castle, and Sheriff of the County, of York, in 1377^ 
the fifty-first and concluding year of the reign of Edward the Third', 
and first of Richard the Second, and enjoyed the same oflSces again 
in 1381. He departed this hfe in the year 1398, and was buried at 
Sulby Abbey, with his father. Sir Ralph was twice married, first, t6 
Isabel, daughter and heir of Sir Robert de Sadyngton, of Sa- 
dyngton. in Leicestershire, Knight, by his wife, Joyce, or Jocosa, 
daughter of Sir Anchitel de Martival, of Nosely, in the same county, 
Knight, and also heir to her brother Roger de Martivkl, who sat 
bishop of Salisbury from 1315 to 1329 ; and secondly, to Maud, 
daughter and co-heir of Sir Robert de Sutton, of Sutton^ in Hoi* 
demess, Yorkshire. Of the first marriage was bom, Margaret, an 
only daughter, heir to her mother, and successively espoused to Sir 
Roger Heron, and Sir John Blacket, Knights, to the former of 
whom she bore co-heirs, whereof Isabel, the eldest, wks wedded to 
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Sir Thomas Heselrig, of Fawdon, in Northumberland, Knight, an^ 
cestor of the present family of that name, inheritors of Nosely, at 
which place she lies interred, having died in 1406. By his second 
wife, the Lady Maud, who brought him the manors of Sutton 
and Bewick, first of Richard the Second, he had issue five sonsy 
Sir Ralph, Sir Richard, Sir Leonard, John^ and Bartholomew, 
and one daughter, named Maud. Sir Ralph, the eldest son, having 
engaged in a league against Henry the Fourth, with the well-known 
Owen Glendower, or Glendowrdwy, (as the name is uniformly, and 
with more attention to Welsh orthography, spelt in the Collection of 
Public Acts,) and other great men, in fevour of Edmund Mortimer, 
Earl of Marche, the lineal heir of the Crown, was attainted and 
beheaded in the year 1405. Sir Richard, the second son, having 
obtained a grant of his brother's forfeited estate, served in Par* 
liament, the third of Henry the Sixth, for the County of York, of 
which he was Sheriff in 1426 and 1434, as also of the Counties of 
Warwick and Leicester in 1414, 1422, and 1432. He married Eli- 
zabeth, daughter of Henry, Lord Beaumont, and widow of William, 
Lord D'Eincourt, but died without issue in 1437, the fifteenth of 
Henry the Sixth. 

Sir Leonard de Hastings, third son of Sir Ralph, and continuator 
of the line, succeeded to the family estate upon the decease of his 
brother Sir Richard, and served the office of Sheriff for the Counties 
of Warwick and Leicester in 1454. He married Alice, daughter 
of Thomas, Lord Camois, and, dying in 1456, the thirty-fourth of 
Henry the Sixth, left issue by her four sons, viz. Sir William, Lord 
Hastings, his heir, Richard, Sir Ralph, and Thomas; and three 
daughters. — ^Anne married to Thomas Ferrers, of Tamworth Castle, 
Esq., Joane to John Brokesby, Esq., and Elizabeth to Sir John 
Donne. Of the sons, Richard, the second, espoused Joane, daughter 
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of Sir Richard Welles, Lord Welles and Willoughby, heir to her 
brother Robert, Lord Welles, and widow of Richard Pigot, Esq. ; 
and by her, who survived him about two years, had an only son, 
Antony, who died before him without issue. He had summons to 
Parliament as Baron Welles, November 15, 1482, twenty-second 
of Edward the Fourth ; and, departing this life in the year 1503, 
was buried in the Grey Friars Church, London. Sir Ralph, the 
third Son, in 1461, was keeper of the lions in the Tower of London, 
joint constable of Rockingham Castle with his eldest brother, William, 
Captain of Guisnes, and Esquire of the body of the King. By his 
wife he had three daughters, coheirs, first, Florence, wife of Edward 
Lord Grey, of Wilton, the last heir male of whose family, Thomas, 
was, in November, 1603, the first of James the First, convicted of 
high treason with Lord Cobham, and Sir Walter Raleigh, and died 
a prisoner in the Tower of London, July the 6th, I6l4; second, 

Isabel married to Sir Dive, Knight; and third, Maud, to 

Sir John Longueville, Knight. 
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CHAPTER IJ. 



OF Sm WILLIAM HASTINOS^ AFTERWARDS LORD HASTINGS. 

Sir William de Hastings, afterwards Baron Hastings, of Ashby de 
la Zouch, eldest son and heir to Sir Leonard, succeeded to the 
family estates on the decease of his father. Acting a conspicuous 
part in the political events of his time. Sir William occupies a cor- 
irespondent space in their history, and was as remarkable for his 
valour, loyalty, and public services, and the consequent high favour 
in which he stood with his Sovereign, as for the imworthy and vioi- 
lent manner of his death. In the year 1455, he was appointed 
Sheriff of the Counties of Warwick and Leicester, and Ranger of 
Were Forest. Richard Plantagenet, Duke of York, who afterwards 
fell at the battle of Wakefield, December 31, 1460, fighting for his 
undoubted right to the Crown, in the grant of an annuity to Sir 
William, dated at the castle of Fotheringay, April 23, 1456, styles 
him his beloved servant, and states " that he gives same to the end 
that he should serve him above all others, and attend him at all times, 
(his allegiance to the King excepted).*' When Edward the Fourth, 
the Duke's son, ascended the throne, March 4, 1460, he was not 
unmindful of his father's friend, and hastened to testify his filial 
respect for the memory of the one, as well as his personal esteem of 
the other's merit, by showering on him so many different offices of 
dignity, trust, or profit, as almost appear tedious in the enumeration. 
He was successively, and at short intervals, constituted Master of 
the Mints at London and Calais; Steward of the honour of Lei- 
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cester, and of the Manors and Castles of Donnington, Higham 
Ferrers, and Daventry, together with all other his Majesty's Manors 
in the Counties of Warwick, Leicester, Nottingham, and Hun- 
tingdon/ and parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster; Constable of Lei- 
cester, Higham Ferrers, and Donnington Castles; Ranger of Lei- 
cester Forest; Constable of Rockingham Castle jointly with his bro- 
ther Sir Ralph ; Steward of the Royal Manors within the forest of 
Rockingham ; and Lord Chamberlain of the Houshold, and of North 
Wales. In addition to these several testimonies of his Sovereign's 
favour and gracious regard, he was, on the 26th of July, 1461, the 
first of Edward the Fourth, by patent, created Baron Hastings of 
Ashby de la Zouch ; and soon after invested with the high dignity of 
Knight of the most noble Order of the Garter. He subsequently 
obtained the Castle and rape of Hastings in Sussex; and, some 
years later, was appointed Constable of the Casde of Beaumaris in 
the Isle of Anglesey. 

On the 14th of April, 1464, his Lordship entered into agreement 
with Dame Elizabeth Grey, late wife of Sir John Grey, Knight, son 
and heir of Edward Grey, late Lord Ferrers, that he should have 
the wardship of her son Thomas, afterwards Marquis of Dorset, on 
whose part it was stipulated that he should, within five or six years 
afterwards, marry the eldest daughter of Lord Hastings that might 
then be living. In his capacity of Master of the Mint, he under- 
took, about this time, a new coinage of gold, consisting of pieces of 
eight shillings and four pence sterling, called nobles, (of which, says 
my authority, there should be fifty pieces in the pound weight of 
the Tower,) other pieces of one half, and a third of one fourth, that 
value. In 1465, we find him in a diplomatic character, accom- 
panying Richard Earl of Warwick, to conclude a league of amity 
between King Edward and Charles of Burgundy ; and, in the fol- 
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lowing year, he was again associated with the same nobleman to 
negotiate a peace with the Ambassador of Lewis the Eleventh, 
King of France ; as also to confer with Charles of Burgundy touch- 
ing his contemplated marriage with Margaret, sister to the King of 
England. He was afterwards commissioned, in conjunction with 
Earl Rivers, to treat and arrange the conditions of a league between 
the King, and Philip, Duke of Burgundy. During this same year, 
he was again constituted Steward of the honour of Leicester, and 
Constable of the Castle there, as also Warden of all the parks, 
chases, and manors belonging to that honour. 

The long contested claims, and sanguinary struggles, between the 
hostile houses of York and Lancaster, afforded Lord Hastings fresh 
occasions for displaying his unshaken fidelity, and dauntless zeal, in 
the cause of his royal friend and master. In 1470, the superior, 
but transient power of the adherents of Henry the Sixth, reinforced 
by the levies of Richard Plantagenet, Earl of Warwick, commonly 
styled the King-maher^ prevailed so far as to render it expedient for 
King Edward to quit the realm. At that perilous and doubtful 
crisis, and when the Lancastrian forces surprised the King's en- 
campment, near Nottingham, by night. Lord Hastings prudently 
urged the necessity of his Majesty's immediate flight from an army 
in a great measure composed of concealed enemies, and vacillating 
friends, on whom no safe reliance could be placed in circumstances 
of emergency. Accordingly the fugitives, who had scarcely time to 
mount their horses, so sudden and rapid was the advance of the 
assailing party, hurried, with a small retinue, to Lynn, in Norfolk, 
whence they instantly embarked for the Continent on board a small 
vessel, fortunately found in that harbour ready to put to sea; and, 
after narrowly escaping the pursuit of some ships belonging to the 
Easterlings, or Hanse Towns, then at war with both France and 
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England, with great difficulty reached the port of Alcmaer in Hol- 
land. Such was the precipitation of the King's flight on this occa- 
sion, that he was unable to carry any thing of value along with him ; 
and the only reward he could bestow on the Captain whose vessel 
brought him over was his own robe lined with sable, promising, at 
the same time, a further and ample recompence, provided that any 
propitious change of fortune should ever restore him to power. 
Charles, Duke of Burgundy, Edward's brother-in-law, to whom, 
on his landing, he repaired to solicit succour, having, for that pur- 
pose, equipped four large ships, at Terveer in Zealand, and hired 
fourteen sail more from the Easterlings, delivered this squadron, 
together with a sum of money, to his Majesty, who immediately set 
sail for England, still accompanied by his faithful counsellor, and the 
companion of his fortunes. Lord Hastings. They were repulsed in 
thfeir first attempt to effect a landing on the coast of Norfolk, but, 
steering northwards, they succeeded in disembarking at Havenspur, 
in Yorkshire. Not long after, when news was brought his Majesty, 
that the temporising Marquis Montague, who, it seems, had pro- 
mised to espouse, in opposition to his own brother Earl Warwick, 
the interest of the House of York, was moimted on horseback, with 
certain others, and had ordered all their followers to cry, " King 
Henry!"' Lord Hastings, although married to Warwick's sister, 
stood firm in his allegiance; and subsequently commanded 3000 
cavalry at the battle near Bamet, fought the 14th of April, when 
Earl Warwick was slain, his whole army routed and dispersed, and 
Edward regained possession of the Crown. But, after the decisive 
action of Tewksbury, which took place the 4th of May following, 
his Lordship's excessive zeal, and passionate loyalty, momentarily 
stifled his judgment as well as steeled his humanity, and hurried him 
into the participation of pn ^ct, which justly stained a reputation 
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othenrise honourable and unblemished.-^The m<»ral purposes of hish 
tory^ national or personal^ would be defeated, or left incomplete, 
were not the same diligence and fidelity used in exposing crimes 
and errors to reprobation, as in exhibiting good and glorious actions 
in the most attractive light. If the bright example on one side d 
the picture excites to imitation, there is a kind of negative lesson in 
the gloomy reverse, which, by admonishing us what vices to avoid, 
tends, perhaps^ more impressively, to form and regulate the judg* 
menty and improve the heart It becomes therefore the province of 
(he historian^ in a double sense, as most agreeable to truth, and 
most conducive to the ends of instruction, to give an impartial view 
of those great and eminent characters^ whose virtues, throu^ the 
magnifying medium of rank and power which surrounds them, best 
rouse the ambition to emulate, and by whose very vices we may be 
edified^ and taught to hold stricter watch over tibe bad passions^ 
whiich, unhappily, are too often found to master, and deform, even 
the noblest natures. But to return from this digression^ Queen 
Margaret and her son, the young Prince Edward, made prisoners on 
the field of Tewksbury, were conducted into the presence of the 
King, who, fi,ushed with his recent triumphs, haughtily demanded 
of the latter, ^^ How he dared to invade his dominions V The royal 
captive, rising superior to his fallen fortunes, imprudently but mag^ 
nanimously replied, ^^ that he came thither to claimi his just inhe« 
xitajyce" Edward,, yielding to the irritation of the moment, unman-^ 
fyAky stmck him with hh gaunftlet ; and the DuJkes of Clarence and 
Gloucester^ Lord Hastings, and Sir Thomas Grey, taking the blow 
aa a sj^sal for further violence, hurried the prince into the next 
apejrtmeot, and there ^eedily dispatched him with their daggers .^—^ 
** Quattd un roi veut le mal, il est trop tot obel''* 

• See Voltaire's Henriade. 
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. About this period Lord Hastings was made Captain of Calais 
and its dependencies, in which office he continued twelve years, 
and, in 1472, was appointed Constable of the Castle of Nottingham, 
and keeper of the gate there, as also Warden of Sherwood Forest, 
and Chamberlain of the Exchequer. To these offices were added 
that of Chief Steward of the honour of the High Peak, and of Tut^ 
bury, by the Duke of Clarence, together with Chief Ranger of all 
the parks and chases belonging thereto, with a fee of twenty pounds 
a year for life. Having obtained the wardship of Mary, dau^ter 
of Sir Thomas Hungerford, he entered into an agreement with her 
mother and stepfather, that Edward, his son and heir, should, in 
due time^ take her to wife, and in case of Edward's death, then 
George or Richard, the younger brothers. By letters patent, bearing 
date at Nottingham, April 17, 1474, King Edward gave licence to 
his Lordship, to inclose and impark three thousand acres of land and 
wood in Ashby de la Zouch ; two thousand at Bagworth and Thorn- 
ton, with the appurtenances, and two thousand more in Kirby, of 
his demesne lands at these several places, together with the pri* 
vilege of free warren in them all. The same letters impowered him 
to erect fortified houses of lime and stone in these different manors ;* 
and he accordingly built at Ashby, for the residence of his family, 

* The words in the original letters patent for this purpose are, ^^ murellandi^ towreU 

lancUj hemeUandi, imbatteUandij turreUaniij and machecolandi^** which are French technical 

terms in architecture Latinized, and are thus interpreted, mwreUare^ to wall up or immure ; 

toureUare^ to make towers, bulwarks, or fortresses; kemellare^ to pinnacle; imbaiellare, to 

embatde, or make defences on the wall against assaults or sieges; turrellare^ to make 

kok» or loops in walls, through which to shoot at the assailants; and machecolare^ to fix 

an offensive contrivance, like a grate, over a gate or passage, from which scalding water^ 

or ponderous missiles, might be cast down upon the enemy. See the Institutes of Lord 

Coke, who fiirtber observes mi this matter, that na subject can buikl a castle or house of 

strengtii embattled, or other fiurtress def<^sive whaitsoever, without special leave of the 

King, for the danger that might ensue if every man at his pleasure were at liberty to 

do so« 
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which it continued to be for two hundred years, a magnificent castle^ 
afterwards remarkable as being the temporary prison of Mary, 
Queen of Scots. It was situated on the south side of the town, 
and environed with three extensive parks, all beautifidly wooded; 
the Great Park, which was ten miles in circumference, Brostepp 
Park for fallow deer, and the Little Park for red deer. The struc- 
ture itself was composed partly of brick, and partly of stone; the 
apartments spacious and splendid, and a fine chapel adjoining, 
scarcely to be equalled by any private one, those of the Universities 
excepted. But its grandest ornament was two stately towers, built of 
Ashler stone and roofed with lead, from the situation of which, as 
well as from tradition, it appears that it was intended to erect two 
others at a proper distance to equal and correspond with them. 
The greater of these towers was in itself a complete house, con- 
sisting of a large hall, great chambers, bed chambers, kitchen, cel- 
lars, and all other convenient offices. The other, called the Kitchen 
Tower, was much smaller, and was an entire kitchen of extra- 
ordinary dimensions, over which were divers fine apartments. While 
this building was carrying on, Lord Hastings was suddenly driven 
from Belvoir Castle, (committed to his keeping after the forfeiture 
of Lord Ross, who took part with Henry the Sixth,) by Mr. Har- 
rington, a partisan of that Lord, but, soon returning with a strong 
body of followers, he regained possession, unroofed the Castle, and 
carried the lead to Ashby; and Stoke Albany, another goodly 
manor of the Ross family, is said to have shared a similar fate. 

In 1474, he was returned to serve the King in Normandy, and 
other parts of France, for one year, with forty men at arms, and three 
hundred archers, and with eighty more at Calais, for life ; and, about 
the same time, was made Steward of the honour of Tutbury, in the 
counties of Derby and Stafford, of the town and lordship of New- 



THE HOUSE OF HASTINGS. 21 

castle under Line, Wirksworth, Ashburae, and all the castles in 
those counties, and of the town of Derby by the corporation there. 
He was further appointed Constable of Tutbury Castle, Chief Fo- 
rester of Needwood and Duffield, and Surveyor of that honour, for 
which service he had the fee of forty pounds a year for life. Upon 
the conclusion of the peace with France in 1475, his Lordship had 
two thousand crowns for his share of the King of France*s present 
to the King of England's principal servants, which he attributed 
to his interview with Lewis the Eleventh at Pecquigne, near 
Amiens. In this year, so great was the rank and importance of this 
very exalted personage, that, as Dr. Fuller observes, " he had no 
less than two lords, nine knights, fifty-eight esquires, with twenty 
gentlemen of note, retained by indenture, during their lives, to take 
his part against all persons within the realm, their allegiance to the 
King only excepted/' " The reader needeth not my dim candle,'' 
says the same author, ^^ to direct him to this illustrious person, 
whom King Edward the Fourth, or rather Edward Plantagenet, 
(because more in his human than in his royal capacity,) so delighted 
in, that he made him his Lord Chamberlain, Baron Hastings of 
Ashby de la Zouch, &c.*' Philip de Comines, who knew his Lord- 
ship personally and well, describes him " as a person of singular 
wisdom and virtue, in great authority with his master, and not with- 
out cause, having ever served him faithfully ;" and, making mention 
of the King of France's bounty to Edward's chief officers, this his- 
torian states, that his French Majesty, at one time, made Lord 
Hastings a present of plate valued at ten thousand marks. Notwith- 
standing such flattering and substantial tokens of favour, and the 
constant solicitations of the Court of France, his Lordship, with a 
becoming sense of the dignity and independence of a British peer, 
and the loyalty of a British subject, for a long time persisted in 
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rejecting all proposals to become the pensioner of Lewis, althou^ 
the acceptance of offers of this kind, at that period, carried with it 
nothing suspicious or degrading. At last by the repeated persua* 
sions of Comines himself, and after some courteous and friendly 
correspondence with the King, he consented to accept two thou- 
sand crowns a year, utterly refusing, however, to give, on the first 
payment of this sum, any written receipt for the money, saying, it 
being paid in gold, *' put it here into my sleeve, for other acknow^ 
ledgment you get none of me, for no man shall say, that King Ed- 
ward's Lord Chamberlain hath been pensioner to the French King, 
nor that my acquittances be found in his Chamber of Accounts/' 
His pension was ever after paid without requiring further acquit^ 
tance, and Lewis esteemed him more than all the other servants of 
the King of England. In 1477, the Dean and Chapter of the Col- 
legiate Church styled of our Lady, at Leicester, by their instrument 
covenanted, " that, whensoever Lord Hastings should fortune to 
depart this life, they would keep a special obit for him in their 
Church on the day of his funeral, as also every year to celebrate his 
anniversary for the health of his soul, and that of Lady Katherine, 
his wife ; and that the provost should yearly on that day, at the end 
of mass, pay to the dean three shillings and four-pence, to every 
canon there present two shillings, to every vicar of the choir twelve- 
pence, to every clerk six-pence, to every chorister four-pence, to 
the verger four-pence, and to every poor man and woman then being 
in the alms-house within that college one penny, out of the issues 
and profits of the Hospital of St. Leonard, situate near the Abbey of 
Leicester, by reason that Lord Hastings had obtained a grant of that 
hospital from the King, and given it to the college for ever/' 

To these various authorities, which we have been anxious to 
copy, with little abridgment or alteration, from the curiously minute 
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chronicles of those days, as much for iSke light, which they throw oo 
the particular character before tis, as far the illustrations they afford 
of early manners, we will now add the eulogium of Sir Thomas 
More, from his History of Richard the Third, where he says, with his 
quaint, but expressive brevity of style, ^ that Lord Hastings was 
an honourable man, a good knight, and a gentle of great authority 
with his prince ; of hving somewhat dissolute, plain »ad open to his 
enemy, and sweet to his friend; .easy to be beguiled, as he that (6f 
good heart and courage) forestudied no peril ; a loving man, and 
passing well-beloved; very faithful and trusty, and trusting too 
MKicfo.^ In diis enumeration of his Lordship's qualities, the par-> 
tkuhur trait ^^ of living somewhat dissohite,'' recalls a circumstance 
in his history, which should not be passed over in silence^ That he 
should fall into licentions habits of life cannot indeed appear sur- 
prising, standing; as he did, 6rst, among the favourites of a gay aaid 
dissipated prince, to whose tastes, private esteem,, added to the con^ 
{Usance which power never fails to command, might often sisibdtte 
him to confoorm ; a prince whom he resembled in valour, gallantry, 
accomplishments, and the graces of his person, and of whom a 
giave historian, Phihp de Comines, has asserted, that he owed has^ 
lestoratkm to the throne to the partiality which the London ladies 
had for him. Among the multitude of Edward's mistresses, three 
were particmlarly distinguished by has bounty and favoKir. Of these 
his Majesty used sportively to say, '^ that one (Jane Shore) was the 
merriest, the other the wittiest,, and the third the holiest, in the 
wovldi, since she would never stir from the church but when be sent 
fco! har/' Such was the example of uni^trained incontinence held 
up to tiie eyes of the court and the country; and it must be aUowed 
it was difficult, if not impossible, t& escape the contagion, especially 
when it came armed with the double seductkm of familiar friendship 
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and the dazzling lustre of a throne. To Jane Shore, however, that 
paragon of wit and beauty, the story of whose loves, and melancholy 
end, stai engages the sympathies of posterity, and teaches, from our 
stage, the calamitous retribution which follows " the broken marriage 
vow,"' his Lordship was long and passionately attached. " Such 
flaws'' (as the poet of her misfortunes says of him,) " are found in the 
most worthy natures.'' Her maiden name was Wainstead, the only 
child of Mr. Thomas Wainstead, a reputable mercer, residing in 
Cheapside. Gifted by nature with perfect symmetry of form, ex- 
quisite sweetness of features, and delicacy of complexion, besides 
the most amiable temper and quick mental parts, the over-indulgent 
fondness of her parents, ambitiously speculating on the promise of 
her charms, spared no means to make her mistress of every oma- 
mental female accompUshment, and grace of good-breeding. " Pro- 
per she was," says Sir Thomas More, "and fair; nothing in her 
body you could have changed, unless you would have wished her a 
little higher. Yet this beauty, so near to perfection, was not the 
thing, which charmed men so powerfully as her admirable and 
never-failing wit, which made her conversation incomparably de- 
lightful; for she never appeared sullen nor out of humour, but easy 
and pleasant at all times; neither apt to be mute, nor pour out 
words without measure, nor punish the company with impertinent 
noise and nonsense." Thus qualified, and having had frequent op- 
portunities of being admitted a spectator at the diversions of the 
palace, as well as into the first circles of fashionable society, she 
soon attracted a rival crowd of admirers, among whom Lord Hast- 
ings was not the least ardent and devoted. The sedulous and sus- 
picious attentions of so many young noblemen of a luxurious Court, 
and in fact the detection of some criminal designs, alarmed Mr. 
Wainstead for his daughter's reputation, to secure which he pru-' 
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dently resolved to have her married to Mr. Matthew Shore, a 
wealthy goldsmith of Lombard-street, who had previously solicited 
her hand. On this occasion Lord Hastings, whose affection, now 
doubly illicit, had nothing diminished, paid a visit of compUment to 
the new married couple. Mr. Shore felt flattered by the honour, 
and his Lordship's address and affability soon placed him on fami- 
liar terms of intimacy in the family, and of confidence with the un- 
suspecting husband. The lady, however, afiecting ignorance of his 
intentions, by the dexterity of her wit, and a happy vein of irony, 
always contrived to baffle his design, and divert his overtures, even 
when seconded by the most costly presents, till at last, being one • 
day alone with her, his impatient desires urged him to such unwar- 
rantable liberties, that the offended beauty rushed from the apart- 
ment, and acquainted her husband, who indignantly discharged 
the mortified lover from his house, and interdicted all future visits. 
But, though the wife's fidelity was proof against the temptations of 
nobility, the dazzling influence of a crown soon after preponderated 
over the constancy of her virtue. Of the subsequent and more suc- 
cessful suit of the royal spoiler himself, said to be planned and in- 
stigated by Lord Hastings through revenge, the circumstances are 
familiarly known. Suffice it for our purpose to say, that however 
firmly she had rejected his Lordship's addresses in the first instance, 
and however his sense of honour and duty might have restrained 
him from any renewal of them during her iptercourse with his royal 
master, it is nevertheless certain, that his attachment still survived, 
and that he took her under his immediate protection from the time 
of Edward's death till the day of his own, which involved her ruin 
also. That fatal day, which was to deprive her of a generous friend, 
and cast her upon the mercy of an envious and unforgiving world, 
wa^ now fast approaching. Afler the decease of the King, Prince 
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Edward, then but twelve yean old, was proclaimed, and the Dnke 
of Gloucester appointed Protector by the Council. Without sus- 
pecting the ambitious and villainous schemes of the Duke, Lord 
Hastings promoted this appointment with all the weight of his influ* 
ence, and even criminally concurred, by his consent and advice, 
in the condemnation to death of Lord Rivers, the Queen's father. 
Gray, and Vaughan, detained prisoners at Pontefract. But Glou- 
cester subsequently finding out, through Sir William Catesby, one 
of his secret spies, that his Lordship would not further acquiesce in 
his schemes of usurpation, nor be seduced from his allegiance to the 
children of the King, who had ever honoured him with his friend- 
ship, resolved upon the utter destruction of the man, whose inflex- 
ible loyalty, talents, and popularity, he regarded as the main obsta- 
cles in his way to the crown. No crime could be too atrocious for 
the conception of the tyrant, nor too daring for his determined 
spirit to perpetrate, provided it could be made subservient to his 
lust of power, and advanced him a step on •• young ambition^s lad- 
der/' He therefore on the 13th of June, (the very day on which the 
beforementioned prisoners at Pontefract suffered execution,) sum- 
moned "* a council to the Tower, whither Lord Hastings repaired 
without suspecting any evil design against him. After some familiar 
and complimentary conversation with the Councillors, the Protector 
went out on pretence of business, and returning shortly after with a 
countenance altered to anger, he asked them, *^ What punishment 
was due to persons, who plotted against his life, nearly related as he 
was to the King, and entrusted with the administration of Govern- 
ment ?'' Lord Hastings reptied that " they well merited the punish- 
ment of traitors.'' " These traitors,'' added Gloucester, " are the 
sorceress, my brother's wife, and Jane Shore, his mistress, with 
others, their associates : see how they have consumed my body by 
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their incantations and witchcraft;'' — at the same time laying bare 
his withered armt which all present knew to be an infirmity that 
attended him from his birth. " Certainly/' rejoined his Lordship, 
deeply concerned to find his beloved favourite included in the accu- 
sation, " if they are guilty of such crimes, they deserve the greatest 
pimishment/' " Ifl" exclaimed the Protector, " and do you reply to 
me with your 5/i and your amis f I tell you they are guilty, and I will 
make it good on your body. You are the chief abettor of that 
witch Shore; you are yourself a traitor, and I swear by St. Paul, 
I will not dine to-day, till I have your head for your offences." At 
the same moment he struck the table furiously with his hand, and a 
person planted without for the purpose, cried " Treason !" The room 
was instantaneously filled with armed men, who rushed in at the 
signal. Amidst the confusion and consternation which prevailed, 
one of the guards, whether by accident, design, or mistake, with a 
blow of his poll-axe, severely wounded Lord Stanley on the head, 
who however escaped further injury by crawling under the table. 
But Lord Hastings, being marked out by his ferocious accuser, was 
forthwith seized, hurried away, and, with very little allowance of 
time to prepare his soul to meet a summons so awful and unforeseen, 
most cruelly and tyrannically beheaded on a log of building timber, 
which lay in the court of the Tower. Notwithstanding our scepticisn^ 
touching the doctrine of dreams in general, and though the circum^ 
stance is discredited, or at least omitted, by later historians, we do 
not deem it improper to mention in this place, the particular and 
prophetic one, which Lord Stanley is related to have had on the 
night preceding this bloody tragedy. That nobleman, as the story is 
told^ dreamed that he accompanied Lord Hastings in a grand hunt- 
ing match, when, in the height of the chase, the wild boar on a 
sudden turned, and mortally gored his Lordship, at the same time 
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dangerously wounding Lord Stanley himself. On awaking, such was 
the impression of terror on his mind, that he hastened, before break 
of day, to the residence of Lord H. roused him from his bed, and 
communicated the substance of his dream, as well as his ominous 
apprehensions of some impending disaster. Lord Hastings, however, 
like Caesar with the Sybil, slighted the admonition, and only smiled 
at the superstitious weakness of his friend. Jane Shore is also said 
to have been tormented with frightful visions on that night; and 
when, next morning, the noble victim himself was on his way to the 
Tower, it is recorded, that his horse frequently stumbled in a most 
extraordinary way, and often wheeled back without any apparent 
cause, as if actuated by some instinctive presentiment of evil. The 
hypocritical and sanguinary Richard, dreading the consequences 
of the murder of a nobleman so popular and beloved, as well for his 
loyalty to the House of York, as for his constant regard to the com- 
mon good, did not think it sufficient, expressly to send for the Lord 
Mayor and chief citizens to come to him at the Tower, in order to 
satisfy them of the justice of the sentence ; but, more effectually to 
appease the murmurings of the inhabitants of London, as well as an- 
ticipate the censure of the nation at large, he ftirther caused a herald 
at arms, a few hours after the deed, to publish, throughout the city, a 
proclamation enumerating the imputed offences of the deceased, and 
justifying his hasty execution upon the pretended ground of some 
sudden detection of treason. The false and frivolous allegations 
wliich he had the hypocrisy and effrontery to put forth in this apolo- 
getic proclamation, were, " That Lord Hastings had conspired to 
assassinate the Protector, and seize upon the young Kihg and govern- 
ment ; that by his ill advice, he had enticed the late King to debau- 
cheries, and thereby shortened his days ; that, since the death of the 
King, he had lived in continual incontinency with Shore's wife, and 
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particularly, the very night before his death, so that it was no won- 
der if his ungracious life brought him to as unhappy an end/' To 
these arbitrary measures, attempted to be glossed over with pre- 
tences so palpably untrue, and an affectation of sanctity quite as 
hollow, succeded, as a natural consequence, the ruin of the twice- 
widowed and ill-fated Jane Shore. Having been jointly accused 
with Lord Hastings, it was considered necessary, for the sake of con- 
sistency, and to keep up the farce of appearances, that she should 
also be a fellow-sufferer. Accordingly, Sir Thomas Howard, by vir- 
tue of an order in Council, lodged her a prisoner in the Tower, and 
seized all her goods to the value of about three thousand marks. 
After clearly vindicating herself before the Council from the charges 
brought against her of witchcraft, and of concerting with Lord Hast- 
ings the destruction of the Protector, her enemies, on a minor im- 
putation of open and scandalous incontinence, turned her over to 
the jurisdiction of the Spiritual Court, which tribunal enjoined her 
the public penance of walking on the ensuing Sunday from the 
Bishop of London's palace to St. Paul's, barefooted, covered with a 
white sheet, the cross borne before her, and carrying a lighted wax 
taper in her hand. Arrived at the church, and being placed in the 
choir, directly opposite the preacher, she there, in a prescribed form 
of words, made open confession of her crimes, and declared her 
unfeigned repentance. The lovely sufferer went through this pain- 
ful trial with such decent sorrow, so much modest grace, and hea- 
venly humility, and seemed penetrated with so deep and contrite 
a sense of her sinful life, as to melt the most rigid, and even her 
very persecutors, to pity. According to the charming description 
of the poet, whose words we shall be easily pardoned for quoting 
here : 
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^< Submissive, sad, and lowly was her look; 

A burning taper in her hand she bore, 

And on her shoulders, carelessly confused, 

With loose neglect her lovely tresses hung; 

Upon her cheek a fiuntish blush was spread; 

Feeble she seemed, and sorely smit with pain. 

While, barefoot as she trod the flinty pavement. 

Her footsteps all along were marked with blood ; 

Yet silent still she passed, and unrepining : 

Her streaming eyes bent ever on the earth, 

Except, when in some bitter pang of sorrow, 

To heaven she seemed in fervent zeal to raise them. 

And begged that mercy man denied her here." Rows. 

1'henceforward this beautiful, but frail and most unfortunate lady, 
who, during her short simshine of prosperity and princely favour, 
had done such numberless good offices out of pure benevolence of 
heart, experienced nothing but contempt, ingratitude, persecution, 
and accumulating misfortune. " The world was not her friend, nor 
the world's law;'' and, after dragging out years of bitter existence, 
broken-hearted and abandoned, she at last ended her life and suf*- 
ferings in the lowest extreme of beggary and human wretchedness. 

But it is now time to return to Lord Hastings, whose remains 
were interred near the tomb of Edward the Fourth, in St. George's 
Chapel, Windsor, (where a splendid chapel and monument were 
afterwards erected by his wife,*) and the confiscation of all his 

* By the directions of this lady, for whose last will see Appendix, another obit was 
foonded, in St George's Chapel, at Windsor, for her husband, herself, and their an- 
cestors, and descendants ; and in the north aisle of the choir, under an arch, she caused 
to be erected the chapel of St. Stephen, in which his remains were interred, and in 
which, according to Dugdale, a monument was still to be seen, but, as none now 
remains, it is probable that both he and Fuller mistake the chapel itself for sudu This 
chapel is composed of stone, with the compartments in three stories, the two uppermost 
being open arch-work, and, previous to the late repairs of St George's, was gilt and 
painted in a variety of colours. At the head and feet is a fascia of angels, with black 
shields, under a dental cornice. The south side is painted with the history of the patron 
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estates followed. Richard, however, as if struck with remorse, or, 
what is more probable, pm*suing his usual line of policy, by letters 
under his privy signet, dated at Reading the SSd of July following, 
removed the attainder, and restored the forfeited possessions of the 
family, with the exception of the manor of Loughborough, which he 
alleged belonged of right to his own wife. It is rather a singular 
fact, and not unworthy of particular notice here, that Bosworth 
Field, where Richard not long after ended his life and ill-acquired 
dominion, was part of the estate of the very man, whose murder he 

saint, in four pannels, the first of which represents the proto-martjrr in a pulpit in the 
open air, and among trees, preaching to a mixed audience of doctors of the law and 
iMhersy with some women wearing the head dress of the times. One of the doctors, from 
his attitude, and the expression of his face, seems struck with conviction. Underneath is 
the following inscription : 

Predicat his dictatis honore nitentem 

Viguit et mulcet doctrina corda Tirorum. 

The second exhibits his arraignment before the High Priest and Council of the Jews, 
Herod being seated on his throne, under a tent or canopy, and his sword-bearer at his 
right-hand. One person, dressed in a gown, has brought up the bill of accusation, which 
is presented by another bearing a mace in his hand, and kneeling on one knee. Below 
is inscribed : 

Invidie fiicibus soeoensa patenter Herodi 
Instat, et accusat Stephanum plebs impia justu. 

The third panncl displays the martyrdom, in the presence of Herod, his sword-bearer, 
and attendants^ and Saul sitting loaded with the robes of the witnesses, with this in- 
scription : 

Sponte sua serrat Saulus Testis lapidantium, 

Saxa pin torvi : prothomartyr pro quibus orans. 

Under the fourth, much narrower than the rest, which represents the sufferer kneeling 
and expiring, his soul borne aloft by two angels towards heaven, is inscribed : 

In diio moritur datur 
£c quo vita p:ennis. 

These four pictures, beneath which is a cavity for holy water, are unequally divided by 
purfled finials, at the base of which is a Maunch thrice repeated. 
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had thus treacherously procured. It would seem as if Providence 
had decreed this spot to be the theatre of its retribution, in order 
more deeply to embitter the tyrant's fall, and remind him, at that 
avenging moment, of the foul act by which he may be said to have 
commenced his career of crime. 

In this flagrantly unjust and unworthy manner ended the life of 
a nobleman, who, if he erred, as impartial judgment cannot deny 
he did, in a few instances in his public capacity, through ardency 
of zeal and the most Tittached and untainted loyalty, and in his pri- 
vate character by criminal indulgence of the passions, and compli- 
ance with the habitudes of a licentious Court, must, however, be 
allowed to have stood pre-eminent, beyond perhaps any person of 
his time, for national services both in council and in the field, for 
his influence and popularity, and for the extent of his properties, as 
well as the multiplied honours and privileges conferred upon him by 
his sovereign, of whom he was at once the faithful subject, and the 
devoted and confidential friend. 

Lord Hastings married Catharine, widow of William Lord Bon- 
ville and Harrington, daughter of Richard Nevil, Earl of Salisbury, 
and sister to Earl Warwick ; and by that lady, who died in 1504, and 
had sepulture at Ashby de la Zouch, he had issue four sons : first, 
Edward, his heir; second. Sir Richard; third. Sir William; and 
fourth, George; and also a daughter, Anne, espoused to George 
Talbot, fourth Earl of Shrewsbury. Sir William, the third Son, by 

his wife had two daughters, coheirs, viz. Elizabeth 

married to John Beaumont, of Grace Dieu, Leicestershire, Master 
of the Rolls, and Mary, to Thomas Saunders, of Harringworth, in 
N orthamptonshir e . 
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CHAPTER III. 

SIE EDWAED, SECOND LORD HASTINGS, SON OF LORD WILLIAM. 

Edward, eldest son and heir of his father, Lord Hastings, was 
made a Knight of the Bath by the Duke of Glocester, afterwards 
Richard the Third, in 1476, at the same time that the Duke conferred 
that honour on his own son Edward ; and, in 1482, 22d of Edward 
the Fourth, his father then living, was first summoned to parliament, 
as he was again, though still a minor, in 1483, by the title of Edward 
Hastings de Hungerford, Chevalier, in right of his wife Mary, 
daughter and sole heiress of Thomas, Baron Hungerford, Botreux, 
Moulins, and Moels. In 1484, in consequence of a claim made by 
Francis, Viscount Lovell, to the manors of Ashby de la Zouch and 
Bagworth, as well as to the castles, manors, and lands of the late 
Lord Beaumont, then in possession of Lord Edward and Lady Ca- 
therine his mother, much contention and enmity arose between the 
parties, which was not finally appeased till Lord Edward arrived at 
age. However, through the mediation of mutual friends, an agree- 
ment was in the mean time concluded, under which Lord Lovell 
received two hundred marks in money, together with the enjojrment, 
during Lord Edward's nonage, of the third part of the disputed 
lands, valued at the same sum, yearly ; he, on his part, stipulating, 
in consideration of these concessions, to be, during the said nonage, 
" good lord and cousin to her and her son, and to all his brethren, 
and to show unto them and their servants, his lordship's good favour, 
furtherance, and support and assistance, in their lawful matters/' 
When Henry the Seventh, after the defeat of Richard at Bosworth, 
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attained the crown, that monarch, justly appreciating the merits and 
sufferings of the late Lord William Hastings, confirmed the reversal 
of the attainder, and restored Lord Edward full possession of all his 
paternal estates and dignities, by patent, dated November 22, 1485, 
together with the lands of Sir Thomas Hungerford his father-in-law. 
He shared in the dangers and honours of the battle of Stoke : and 
was subsequently sent, in a high military capacity, to assist the Em- 
peror Maximilian against the French. In 1489, conformably to the 
directions in his father's will, his mother made partition with him of all 
the family plate and jewels.* Under his immediate superintendence 
was compiled, the same year, a manuscript entitled " Feoda Domini 
Hastynges ratione Marice uxoris ejus domince Botreux, Molins, Moyles, 
ex mero studio, labore, et scriptione met Tfiomce Jakes, anno quinto Hen-- 
rid Septimi Regis Anglice 1489." In 1499, he obtained a grant 
from the king, of all the profits arising annually from the tops, crops, 

* In the record, to which we are indebted for these minute family particulars, is set 

down, as exceptions, a curious list of articles, which it is stated then lay in pawn for money 

borrowed on them ; and therefore could not be comprehended in this partition. The 

list is as follows ; 

£. s. (L 
First, a cross, with a piece of the Holy Cross therein 50 

Item, a ring with a flat diamond • . , • 

Item, a pair of pots, silver and gilt 

Item, six bowls, silver and gilt, and a salt of gold with a swan 40 

Item, a cross of silver and gilt .....40 

Item, a collar of gold with King Edward's livery 40 

Item, two salts with a cover, silver and gilt .••••••.. 10 

Item, six bowles, silver and gilt 20 

Item, six bowles silver, and a tablet of gold 40 

Item, a pair of pots, silver and gilt 20 

Item, an ouche with three diamonds and six pearls 

A cross of diamonds with a great pearl 

Two little quart pots, silver and gilt ^ ^^^ ^ ^ 

Two salts with covers, silver and gilt 

je.88a 
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and bark of trees in the park called the Fryth at Leicester, as well the 
produce of those cut down for repairing the pales, as the crops 
called brousings for the sustenance of the King's deer, at a yearly rent 
of 1/. 6$. 8d. Some idea of the great consequence of this ancient 
family may be formed by the following account of Richard Sache- 
verell, Receiver-General to his Lordship, for the year ending at Mi- 
chaelmas, 1500. 

The total amount of Lord Hastings' income in those times, was 
1558/. 11*. Sd. of which the receipts in Leicestershire were. 

Burton, Overy, BeDesdon, and Whiston 3 6 8 

Carliton Curlieu 4 3 4 

Burrow Wood 9 5 8| 

Leicester 10 8 

Ashby de le Zouch 13 6 8 

Receipt for in sic', scil', Beaumont's Land 63 13 4 

An account is also preserved of fees and annuities paid to his Lord- 
ship's retainers, among whom were several Knights and Esquires of 
high degree. Sir Reginald Bray was Steward of certain estates in 
the coiujties of Somerset and Wilts, on a salary of 20/. and Richard 
Sacheverell had the same sum as Receiver-General. Thomas Keeble, 
Sergeant at Law^ had an annual fee of 20/. Thomas Jakes was At- 
torney General to the family on a fee of 568. Sd.j and William Cook 
was Auditor-General on a fee of 11/. 

In 1504, Lord Hastings granted an annual rent of 35*. arising out 
of the manor of Alvestoji in Yorkshire, to the Dean and Canons of 
the Collegiate Church of St. George's Windsor, for ever, in order to 
make up the sum of $!0/. bequeathed to them by his father's will for 
the purpose of establishing, in a certain chapel where he lies interred, 
& perpetual celebration of divine service by an appointed chaplain, 

f2 
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for the souls of himself and his wife^ his ancestors, descendants, and 
all the faithful deceased. The following year his Lordship entered 
into agreement with Thomas, Earl of Derby, for the marriage of his 
daughter Anne to that nobleman. The terms of this contract, as we 
find them recorded,* are worth copying for their curiosity, and as a 
specimen of the safe, sober style of match-making prevalent in those 
days. " By indenture between Thomas Earl of Derby, and Ed- 
ward Hastings, Knight, Lord Hastings and Hungerford, it was 
covenanted, that the said Earl should, before the feast of Pentecost next 
coming, wed, and take to wife, Ann, the daughter of the said Lord 
Hastings ; and that the said Earl should, at his costs and charges, 
obtain the Ucense of our holy father the Pope at Rome, for the 
marriage, and also, at his costs and charges, apparel the said Ann, 
and bear all the charges, as well for the dinner, as all other things 
requisite and convenient for the marriage : The Lord Hastings to 
make good estate to trustees of manors, lands, &c. to the yearly 
value of six hundred marks, and the Earl to make a like title to the 
value of four hundred marks. The Lord Hastings further cove- 
nanted to pay, should the marriage take effect, four thousand marks 
of lawful money, viz. five hundred marks in the town or place where 
the marriage should be had; and, on the first of May, 1507, five hun- 
dred marks in London, in the Cathedral of St. Paul, at the font in 
the same church, and five hundred more at the same place, on every 
succeeding first day of May, till the year 1513 inclusive.'' 

His Lordship died November 8, 1507, 23d of Henry the Seventh, 
four days after he had made his will, (for which see Appendix,) and 
was buried in the Monastery of the Black Friars, London. By his 
lady, who afterwards became the wife of Sir Richard Sacheverell, 
but without issue. Lord Hastings had one son, George, his heir, 

• Harl. MSS. S8S1. p. 27. 
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created Earl of Huntingdon, as also a daughter, Ann, married to 
Thomas Stanley, Earl of Derby. 

Lady Hastings surviving her husband, had so much respect and 
esteem for Richard Sacheverell, Esq. who had served Lord Hastings 
in the office of Receiver-General of his whole revenue, that she gave 
him her manors of Stoke Poyeys, Chippenham, Fulmenes, Eyton, 
and Bechenton, Bonany, Bumam, East Burnam, and Tudlow, 
County of Bucks, for the term of his life, paying only the yearly 
rent of one red rose, upon the festivity of St. J ohn the Baptist's Na- 
tivity, in case it should be demanded. In 1511, she took him to 
husband, and he, about the same time, received the dignity of Knight- 
hood. Shortly after this her Ladyship, with Sir Richard's consent, 
legally provided for the appropriation of her manor and lordship of 
AUer with the More, during the term of seven years next after her 
decease, to procure the fulfilment of the following curious articles : 

First, Whensoever she should fortune to depart this life, that her 
body should be buried in the church there, and not to be kept unbu- 
ried above twenty-four hours after her death, nor any great dinner 
made for her. 

Item, That immediately after her decease, forty trentals be done 
for her soul, as also a thousand masses with Placebo and Dirige^ and 
every priest to have 6d. 

Item, That as shortly as could be after. The grant she had of the 
house of Charter-house to be sold forth ; and that the said house 
have 16/. 

Item, That fifty-one masses be done for her at the altars of Scala 
Coeli in England. 

Item, That there should be 21/. given to bed-rid persons, prisoners, 
and lazar-houses, within one year after her decease. 

Item, That sixty trentals be said and done for Mr. Kebell's soul. 
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three for the soul of Roger Whittington, and that there be offered to 
our Lady of Walsingham, for the said Roger, Sa- 
ltern, That a priest do daily sing before the rood of Garrandon, 
County of Leicester, seven years after her decease. 

Item, That the sum of one hundred marks be paid to the Uni- 
versity of Oxford for the space of twenty years. 

It appears that Sir Richard, in 1529, was one of the witnesses pro- 
duced, touching the divorce then pending between King Henry the 
Eighth, and Queen Catharine, on which occasion he deposed, " that 
the commonalty did greatly disprove of that marriage, accounting it 
unfit that one brother should marry another brother's wife."' In 1530, 
also, he was one of those who subscribed the famous letter to Pope 
Clement the Seventh, intimating, that in case he did not comply 
with King Henry's wishes in the business, his Holiness must expect 
that they would shake oflf his supremacy. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Sni GEORGE, ONLY SON OF LORD EDWARD, AND FIRST EARL OP 

HUNTINGDON. 

George, afterwards created Earl of Huntingdon, and the first of 
his family who bore that title, (which had remained dormant since 
the death, in 1491, without male issue, of its last possessor, William 
Herbert,) succeeded Lord Edward, of whom he was the only son and 
heir. Shortly after his father's decease, and being then a Knight, he 
petitioned the King, " That he might have the benefit of his own 
marriage, and marry at his own liberty ; and also to have special 
livery of the manors of Ashby de la Zouch, and Barrow upon Soar, 
the Stewardships and Bailiwicks of the town of Leicester, and all 
those belonging to it, within the county, together with all the ofiSces 
of the Forest and Chace of Leicester,"' binding himself to pay four 
thousand marks to his Majesty. He had, accordingly, without mak- 
ing proof of his use, a special livery of all the lands of which his 
father died possessed, amongst which were the aforesaid manors, 
and a tenement called Hastings-place, in Thames-street, London. 
He also obtained tlie oflSice of Keeper to the several Parks of Frith, 
Beaumondleys Barrow, Tolee, and Stridley; and, in 1509, was 
appointed Steward of the manor of Enderley. In 1513, he accom- 
panied Henry the Eighth, of whose Pri\ay Council he was, in his 
expedition to France, and was present and assisting at the sieges and 
taking of Serouane and Toumay. This appears by a list of " The 
Captains, and Petty Captains, with the bagges and standerts of the 
aremy and vantgard of the Lefilenant enteryng into France, the 
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l6th day of June, in the fifth year of the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
in which catalogue, the baggage of his Lordship, and that of two of 
his more immediate friends, is thus blazoned : " The Lord Hastyngs 
bayryih blew and blowkett, a bull's head sabuU raessed with a crown 
about his neck, gold, aijd three sykells and garbes, gold/' This 
same year he obtained, with Francis his son, from the Prioress of 
Grandieu, that they, or their survivors, should be Stewards of that 
nunnery, and of all the manors and lands in England, with all fees 
and rewards belonging thereto. In compensation for the great costs 
which his mother, and Sir Richard her Jiusband, had been at con- 
cerning his estates, and the furtherance of his interest, he assigned 
to them, in 1517, the manor of AUer, and all the lands belonging to 
it, to enjoy during her life, and the disposal of the same for the term 
of seven years after her decease, in any manner, which they might 
agree to appoint. He likewise authorized them to set apart lands 
to the yearly value of twenty marks, for the purpose of founding an 
alms-house, where the poor might daily pray for their temporal 
prosperity and his own. and, after their deaths, for their spiritual be-^ 
nefit, and that of all Christian souls. In 1529, by favour of the 
King, he obtained a grant, to himself, and the heirs male of his 
body, of the manor of Evington, which came to the Crown by the 
forfeiture of Sir William Stanley, Knight. On the 3d of November, 
1529, twenty-first of Henry the Eighth, at York Place, or Whitehall, 
he was advanced to the dignity of Earl of Huntingdon ; Francis, his 
son and heir, being that same day summoned to Parliament, as 
Lord Hastings; and, the following year, he was one of the peers, 
who signed the beforementioned famous letter to Pope Clement. 
In 1531, July 5, he entered into an agreement with Margaret, 
Countess of Salisbury, and her son Henry, Lord Montacute, for a 
marriage, to be solemnized, before the festival of the Purification 
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then next ensuing, between Catherine, eldest daughter of her Lady- 
ship, and Francis, Lord Hastings. The first article of this agree- 
ment stipulates, with ludicrous exactness, that the apparel of the 
bridegroom shall be at the costs of his father, and that of the bride 
at the charge of her mother, but that the expenses of meat and 
drink at the wedding shall be mutually and equally defrayed by 
both parties. Two years after this, the Abbot of Waltham Cross 
made his Lordship a lease, for the term of ninety years, of his house 
at Paul's Wharf, together with a piece of ground on the north side 
of it. In 1536, during the insurrection in the North, called '* The 
Pilgrimage of Grace,'' occasioned by the dissolution of the monas- 
teries, the Earl of Huntingdon offered his services to the King 
against the rebels. His Lordship's death took place on the 24th of 
March, 1544, thirty-sixth of Henry the Eighth, having made his 
will ten years before ; and his remains were interred in the chancel 
of the Church at Stoke Pogies, county of Bucks, where his seat 
was situated. At the inquisition held four months after his decease 
at Crokehom, in Somersetshire, the jury found that he died pos- 
sessed of the manor of Halton, and the advowson of the church ; the 
manors of Holbroke, Wotton-Courtney, Maperton, Hatherley, and 
Clapton ; the hundred of Wellow, alias Kilmersdon ; the manors of 
Babington, Kilmington, Walton, and Wellow ; the manors of New- 
ton St. Loe, with the advowson of the church ; South-Cadbury, and 
the advowson of the church ; AUer, and the advowson of the church ; 
AUermore, Pensford, and Publow, all in the county of Somerset. 

His Lordship married Anne, daughter of Henry Stafford, second 
Duke of Buckingham, and widow of Sir Walter Herbert, Knight, 
second son of William, first Earl of Pembroke, who was beheaded 
by the Lancastrians. By this lady who, surviving him, held Stoke 
Pogies as parcel of her dower, and was buried there, he had issue 
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five sons ; first, Francis, his successor, about thirty years old at the 
time of his father's decease ; second, Thomas ; third, Edward ; 
fourth, Henry ; and fifth, William, which last died in 1556 ; and 
three daughters, Lady Dorothy, married to Sir Richard De- 
vereux, eldest son of Walter, Viscount Hereford; Lady Mary, 
to Thomas, Lord Berkeley; and Lady Catherine. Before enter- 
ing upon the history of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, we 
shall here introduce some account of his two brothers, Thomas and 
Edward. 

Sir Thomas Hastings, second son of George, first Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, was knighted October 2, 1553, and placed in the com- 
mission of the peace for the town and county of Leicester. In the 
following year he was one of the knights for that county. He mar- 
ried Winifrede, one of the two daughters and coheirs of Henry 
Pole, Lord Montacute, which lady survived him, and had after- 
wards, for second husband, Sir Thomas Barrington, of Barrington 
in Essex, Knight. Sir Thomas departed this life soon after his 
marriage, as appears by the probate of his will, leaving no issue. 

Sir Edward Hastings, third son of George, Earl of Huntingdon, 
obtained a grant from the King of the alnage of Wiltshire, for 
twenty-one years, and afterwards for the term of forty years, paying 
a yearly rent of 761. IQs. In 1547, he represented the county of 
Leicester in Parliament, and, having the same year accompanied 
the Lord Protector, Edward Seymour, Earl of Hertford, into Scot- 
land, on that occasion received the honour of Knighthood. He 
filled the office of Sherifi", for the counties of Leicester and Warwick, 
jn 1551 ; and the same year was sent, in conjunction with the Earl, 
his elder brother, with a considerable body of forces to dislodge the 
French, posted betwixt Boulogne and Calais, both which towns 
were then occupied by the English. On the accession of Queen 
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Mary to the throne, in July, 1553, having a commission from his 
relation, the Duke of Northumberland, to raise four <liousand in- 
fantry, principally in the county of Bucks, for the service of the 
Lady Jane Grey, he went over witii that force to the Queen, by 
whom he was rewarded witii the office of Receiver of the honour of 
Leicester, parcel of the Duchy of Lancaster, in the Counties of 
Leicester, Warwick, Lancaster, and Nottingham ; and soon after 

« 

was constituted a Privy Counsellor, Master of the Horse,* Lord 
Chamberlain, and Collector-General of all her revenues within the 
city of London, Middlesex, and Hertfordslnre. He obtained leases 
about this time of the Rectories of Dalby Chaucombe, and Thrus- 
sington, and also of the manor of Oxlade, with a piece of land in 
Reresby. In the parliament held in 1554, he was one of the Knights 
for the County of Middlesex ; and stood so high in the good graces of 
King Philip soon after his marriage to the Queen, that that Prince, 
by his letters of privy seal, dated at London, August 23, 1554, and 
directed to his treasurer, Dominic de Orbeo, granted him an an- 
nual pension of five hundred crowns of English money. Shortly 
after he was chosen, together with Lord Paget, to go on an embassy 
to the Emperor for the purpose of inviting Cardinal Pole to Eng- 
land ; and in 1555, was elected one of the Knights Companions of 

* In bis capacity of Master of the Horse, the following order was addressed to Sir Ed- 
ward, by the Queen, the first year of her reign : 
Marye the Quene^ 

We will and command you forthwith upon the sight hereof to deliver, &c. to our right 
trusty, and right well-beloved cousin and councillor, the Erie of Sussex, one geldyng out 
of our own stable, allowed unto him upon his claim for his service at our coronation to 
ride upon from the Tower to Westminster, with our cloke, as by a declaration thereof 
signed with the hands of our commissioners appointed for the hearing of these daymes 
playnly doth appear, &c Given under our signet at our palace of Westminster, the xvith 
of October, the first year of our reignc. 

To our trusty and right well beloved counsellor. Sir Edward Ebstings, Knt Master of 
our Horse. 
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the Order of the Garter. The same year he also obtained the 
manors of Market Bosworth, County of Leicester, and of Michel- 
reche, County of Somerset, to himself and his heirs. Being zea- 
lously devoted to the Roman Catholic religion, certain monks, 
translated from Glastonbury to Westminster, solicited him, in a 
special letter, to remind the Queen, to expedite the design she had 
expressed, of restoring that once famous abbey, which purpose 
would have been accomplished but for the death of her Majesty. 
On the 1st of January, 1556, according to the etiquette of making 
new year's gifts to the sovereign. Sir Edward presented to Queen 
Mary 13/. 6s. 8d. in pistoles, and received in return a bowl, weigh- 
ing twenty-six ounces and three quarters. He was next year con- 
stituted Deputy General to Thomas, Earl of Sussex, for the office of 
Justice in Eyre throughout all the forests north of Trent ; and in 
consideration of his great fidelity, his devout turn of mind, which 
much delighted the Queen, his valour, and other virtues, he was on 
the 19th of January, 1557, advanced by her Majesty to the dignity 
of a baron of this realm, the first of her creation, by the title of 
Lord Loughborough, in the County of Leicester. There were pre- 
sent at the solemnity of his creation, Nicholas, Archbishop of 
York, then Lord Chancellor; Thomas, Bishop of Ely; William, 
Marquis of Winchester, Lord Treasurer; William, Lord Paget, 
Lord Privy Seal ; Henry, Earl of Arundell ; Henry, Earl of West- 
moreland ; Henry, Earl of Rutland ; Francis, Earl of Huntingdon ; 
Anthony, Viscount Montague ; William, Lord Howard, of Effing- 
ham ; Lord High Admiral of England ; Sir Thomas Tresham, Knt. 
and many other eminent personages. In order to enable him to 
support the rank becoming this new dignity, which was further con- 
firmed by other letters patent,' dated the 21st of March following, 
and as an additional recompence for his great and continued ser- 
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vices, he had, soon after, a grant to him and the heirs male of his 
body, of the Great Park of Loughborough, &c. Queen Mary 
ended her short and unfortunate reign about the latter end of the 
next year ; and so deep was the impression made on his Lordship's 
mind by this circumstance, and such was his faithful and affectionate 
attachment to her Majesty, that he now determined to withdraw 
himself wholly from public life. Accordingly, from that period, 
down to the time of his death, which took place fourteen years after, 
we find little further mention of him, save that, in 1561, on occasion 
of the new year, he left his retirement to present to Queen Eli- 
zabeth the customary gift in specie, receiving a gilt cup and cover 
in return. " He was,'' says Burton, in his Description of Leices- 
tershire, " a gentleman of great abilities, somewhat melancholy, and 
(I have heard spoken) much delighted with chess, a game well 
suited to his humour. He was so affectionate to Queen Mary, from 
whom he had received all his honours, that, she departing tliis life, 
he also bid farewell to the world, and not willing to live any longer 
in it, retired into an hospital, which he himself had built at Stoke 
Pogies, in Buckinghamshire, where, with poor people, (in the ser- 
vice of God, and devoted to his melancholy thoughts,) he ended his 
course in this life, dying without any issue.'' His death occurred on the 
5th of March, 1572, and his remains were interred in the church of 
the hospital, at- the upper end of which his atchievements were dis- 
played, and, in the east window, his figure, habited in a surcoat, 
and armour, kneeling at a desk ; on one side of his head, on a pen- 
dant shield, " E. H." ; on the other, on a similar shield, his crest, a 
Buffalo's Head, erased sable, gorged with a ducal coronet, and 
armed. Or ; a mullet for difference. On the surcoat, were six quar- 
terings, twice repeated, but in the second instance, with some vari- 
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ation, and a seventh quartering introduced. In the south part of 
the churdi, was a small square stone, with the arms of Hastings. 

His Lordship's wife, Joane, daughter of — ■ surviving him, 

had, in lieu of her jointure off the lands of which he died possessed, 
an assignment made to her, in 1573, of Burley Park, parcel of the 
manor of Loughborough, and other lands ; and she further obtained, 
from the Queen, a grant of an annuity of 61. 13s. 4rf. during her 
life. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

FRANC IS9 SECOND EABL OF HUNTINGDON, ELDEST SON OF GEORGE, 

THE FIRST EARL. 

Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, who succeeded George, 
the first Earl, had summons to attend the parliament held in London 
the 3d of November, 1529, as a Baron of the realm, by the title of 
Lord Hastings, his father having been just then created Earl of Hunt- 
ingdon. On the 3d of October, 1530, being then styled son and heir- 
general of George Earl of Huntingdon, he obtained the office of 
Steward to the monastery of Laund, and at the same time, the 
Stewardship of the Abbey of St. Mary's at Coventry, as also, jointly 
with Sir Richard Sacheverell, that of the Collegiate Church of St. 
Mary's, at Leicester. In 1538, he presented King Henry the Eighth, 
as a new year's gift, a glass of curious workmanship, with a cover 
garnished with gold, and his wife, on the same occasion, gave his 
Majesty two fine shirts of cambrick, both receiving appropriate gilt 
cups in return. Two days previous to the coronation of Queen 
Anne BuUen, in 1548, he was made Knight of the Bath ; and on the 
20th of February, 1546, at the coronation of Edward the Sixth, car- 
ried St. Edward's staff. At the feast, which was held in Westminster 
Hall on this latter occasion, his Lordship, together with the Earl of 
Oxford, had the honour of holding water to the King, having previ- 
ously tasted it. In 1548, about four years after the death of his 
father, he passed, in quality of administrator, his accompt for that 
period, the form and items of which are curious. In a letter to the 
Earl of Shrewsbury, dated Ashby, September 12, 1549, the Earl of 
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Huntingdon excuses himself from going to his Lordship " to kill a 
stag or two/' in consequence of a rebellion in the counties of Leices- 
ter and Rutland, for which several had suffered death, and others 
were to be tried at Leicester before the Earl himself, and his Ma- 
jesty's Judge of Assize. He desires, in another letter, that certain 
persons, imprisoned in York Castle, should be liberated and taken 
into the army. His Lordship was, about this time, elected to the 
dignity of Knight of the Garter;* and, in 1550, he had licence to 
retain one hundred servants, gentlemen and yeomen, over and above 
the ordinary establishment of his family and dependants. The same 
year he commanded an expedition sent to France for the purpose of 
dislodging the French from their position between Calais and Bou- 
logne, which service he performed with skill and success. In 1551, 
he was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire and Rutland ; and, 
in consideration of his merit and great services, obtained a grant in 
fee-farm of the capital mansion of the manor-house of Gracedieu, in 
the county of Leicester, and also Myrrell Grange ; the Rectory and 
Church of Belton, and advowson of the Vicarage ; the Rectory and 
Church of Castle Donnington, and advowson of the Vicarage ; Gra- 
cedieu, Myrrell, Chamwood, Belton, Osgathorpe, Thringeston, Castle 
Donnington Spittle, Castle Donnington, Long Whalton, Discworth, 
Swannington, Overton, Sawsye, Loughborough, Hathem, Knight 
Thorpe, and Shepshede, in the county of Leicester, all which were 
then lately part of the possessions of John Beaumont, Master of the 
Rolls. In 1552, he sat as one of the Peers on the trial of the Duke of 
Somerset, and was of the Privy Council to King Edward the Sixth, 
as appears by certain letters from the Lords to Queen Mary. On the 

♦ In the eleventh stall of St George's Chapel, (being the fifth on the Sovereign's side,) 
cm a brass plate of arms is inscribed — *^ Du tres noble et puissant Signeur Francois Conte 
de Huntingdon, Seigneur Hastyngs du Hungeriord, Butroys, et de Molines, Chevalier da 
tres noble Ordre de la Jaretiere, et first enstalle le 3 an du regne du nostre Souverain £d« 
ward le VL" 
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insurrection of Henry Grey, Duke of Suffolk, the following year, he 
raised forces against him, and brought him prisoner to the Tower of 
London. Concerning this subject, the Earl of Arundell, in a letter to 
the Earl of Shrewsbury, written about the end of January, 1553, says, 
" The Duke of Suffolk is on Friday also stolen from his house at 
Shene, and roone away with his two brethren into Leicestershire, for 
he was mett at Stony Strattford. My Lord of Huntingdon is goon 

into those parts after him, wt agejoist him. The Duke is 

proclaymed trayer." Another letter to the Earl of Shrewsbury from 
Robert Swifte, dated April 12, 1554, adds, " The Erll of Hunting- 
don, furnished with eleven horsemen, with staves and bowes, brought 
thowrow London upon Saterdaye at afternoon, the Dewke of Suf- 
folke, and the Lord Thomas his brother, and so conducted them to 
the Towre. The Lord Thomas was taken g03mge towards Walles, 
and is cuming up, and notwithstanding that the said Dewke and 
Wyott, withe the moste parte of his captaynes, remaynes as yet 
in the Towre, yet ther is nyghtlye wache in the cowrte, on hemes, 
and day and night in London. This day my Ladye Jane was be- 
hedede in the Towre, and the Lprd Gylforde, her husband, on the 
Towre-hiU.* 

* The conduct of this ill-iated Lady, and her hoBband, in their laat moments, is thus 
related by our earlier historians. 

^< The twelfe of Febniarie, being Mondaie, about ten of the clocke, there went out of 
the Tower to the scaffold on the Tower-hill, the Lord Gilford Dudleie, sonne to the Duke 
of Northumberland, husband to the Ladie Jane Grde^ daughter to the Duke of Su£S>lk ; 
and without the bulwarke-gate, maister Th(»na8 Offere, one of the Shiriffes of London 
received him, and brought him to the scaffold, where, after a small declaration, he kneeled 
downe and said his praiers. Then holding up his eies and hands to heaven with teares, 
at the last he desired the people to praie for him, and after he was beheaded, bis bodie 
being laid in a cart and his head in a cloth, was brought into the Chappell within the 
Tower, where the Ladie Jane, whose lodging was in the maister Partridge's house, did 
see his dead carcasse taken out of the cart, as well as she did see him before alive going to 
bis death ; a sight, as might be supposed, to her worse than death. By this time there 
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On new-year's day, 1553, the Earl of Huntingdon presented to 
King Edward, in a purse of red silk, five sovereigns and eight half 

was a scaffold made upon the Greene, over against the White Tower for the Ladie Jane 
to die upon, who being nothing at all abashed, neither with fear of her own death, which 
then approached, neither with the sight of the dead carcase of hir husband when he was 
brought into the chapel, came forth, the Lieutenant leading hir with countenance nothing 
abashed, neither her eies anie thing moistened with teares, with a booke in her hand, 
wherein she prayed until she came to the said scaffold whereon she was mounted. This 
noble young Ladie, as she was indued with singular gifts both of learning and knowledge^ 
so was she as patient and mild as anie lamb at hir execution, and little before hir death 
uttered these words : Good people, I com hither to die, and by a lawe I am condemned to 
the same. The facte indede against the Queene*s highness was unlawful, and the con- 
senting thereunto by me, but touching the procurement and desyne thereof by me, or on 
my halfe, I doo wash my hands thereof, in innocence before Gkxl, and the face of you good 
Christian people this day;" and therwith she wrong hir handes in which she had her 
booke. Then she sayd, ** I pray you all good Christian people, to bcre me wytnes that I 
dye a true Christian woman, and that I looke to be saved by none otlier menes, but only 
by the mercy of God in tlie merits of the blood of his onlye Sonne, Jesu Christe; and I 
confess, when I dyd know the word of God, I neglected the same^ and loved myselfe and 
the world, and therefore this plage and punyshment is happily and worthely happened unto 
me for my sinnes. And yet 1 thanke (rod of his goodnes that he hath thus given me a 
tyme and reqpet to repent. And now, good people while I am alyve^ I pray you to assist 
me with your prayers.'' And then she knelying downe, she turned to Fecknam, sayings 
*< Shall I say this Psalm," and he said, << Yea." Then she said the Psalm of Miserere 
mei Deus in English, in most devout manner to thende. Then she stode up, and gave 
her mayde Mistres Tylney her gloves and handkercher; and her booke to Maistre 
Thomas Brydges, the Lyvetenantes brother. Forthwith she untyed hyr gowne. The 
hangman went to her to have helped hir of therwith ; then she desyred him to let her 
alone, turning towardes her two gentlewomen, who helped her of therewith, and also her 
frese, paste^ and neckecher, giving to her a fayre handkercher to knytte about her eyes. 
Then the hangman kneeled downe^ and asked her forgivenes, whome she forgave most 
willingly. Then he willed her to stand upon the strawe, which doing she sawe the blocke. 
Then she sayd, ^^ 1 pray you despatche me quickly." Then she kneeled downe, saying, 
<< Will you take it of bdbre I lay me downe." And the hangman answered her, " No 
Madame." She tyed the kercher about her eies: then feeling for the blocke, said, 
<< What shall I do, where is it ?" One of the standers by guyding her themnto, she layde 
her head down upon the blocke, and stretched forth her body and sayde, ^^ Lorde^ into 
thy handes I commend my spirite." And so she ended. " This," says Holinshed, " was 
the end of the Lord Gilford and Lady Jane, whose deaths were the more hastened for 
fearc of further troubles and stirs for her title, like as her fother had attempted. Touching 
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sovereigns, amounting to 10/. and received in return a gilt cup and 
cover, weighing twenty ounces. In 1556, his Lordship, and the 
Countess his wife, made similar presents to Queen Mary ; and 
again, together with the young Lord Hastings, to Queen Elizabeth, 
on the 1st of January, 1558, the parties receiving from their Ma* 
jesties respectively suitable cups in return. Not long before Queen 
Mary's death, his Lordship was a principal officer in the army at 



this Ladie Jane, in the high commendation of her godlie minde, I find this report in 
Maister Fox's Appendix of his Acts and Monuments, namelie, that being on a time when 
she was verie young, at Newhall in Essex, at the Lady Marie's, she was by one Ladie 
Anne Wharton desired to walke, and they passing by the 'Chapell, the Ladie Wharton 
made low curtsie to the Popish sacrament hanging on the altar, which, when the Ladie 
Jane saw, she marvelled why she did so ; and asked her whether the Ladie Marie wei« 
there or not. Unto whome the Ladie Wharton answered, No, but she said that she made 
her curtsie to him that made us all. <^ Why," quoth the Ladie Jane, ** how can he be 
there that made us all, and the baker made him ? " This hir answer coming to the Ladie 
Marie's eare^ she did never love her after, as is crediblie reported, but esteemed hir as the 
rest of that Christian profession." 

Of Catherine Orey, the second daughter. Dr. Fuller says, ^^ 'Tis a pity to part the 
sisters, that their memories may mutually condole and comfort one another. She was 
bom in the same place, and (when her fether was in height) married to Henry Lord Her- 
bert, son and heir to the Earl of Pembroke; but the politic old Earl, perceiving the case 
altered, and what was the high way to honour turned into the ready road to ruin, got 
pardon from Queen Mary, and broke the marriage quite ofF^ This Heraclita, or Lady of 
Lamentation, thus repudiated, was seldom seen with dry eyes for some years together, 
sighing out her sorrowful condition, so that though the roses on her cheeks looked very 
wan and pale, it was not for want of watering. Afterwards Edward Seymour, Earl of 
Hertford, married her privately, without the Queen's licence, and concealed it till her 
pregnancy discovered it Indeed, our English proverb, ^^ It is good to be near a-kin to 
land," holdeth in private patrimonies, not titles to Crowns, where such alliance hath 
created so many much molestation. Queen Elizabeth beheld her with a jealous eye, un« 
willing she should match either foreign Prince or English Peer, but follow the pattern she 
set her of constant virginity. For their presumption, the Earl was fined 15,000/. impri- 
soned with his Lady in the Tower, and severely forbidden her company : but love and 
money will find or force a passage. By bribing the Keeper, he bought (what was his own) 
his wife's embraces, and had by her a surviving son Edward, ancestor to the Duke of So- 
merset She died Jan. 26, 1567, a prisoner in the Tower, after nine years durance therein/' 
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that time raised ; and, in 1560, was master of the hart homids to 
Queen Elizabeth. This much esteemed and highly meritorious 
nobleman died June 20th, 1561, and, conformably to the directions 
in liis will, made the year before, was buried at Ashby de la Zouch 
church, where a fine monument was erected to his memory, with 
the following plain inscription round its verge : " Here lyeth the 
corpse of Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Hastynges, Hunger- 
ford, Botreaux, Molyns, and Moels, Knt. of the most noble Order 
of the Garter, elected third of Edward Sixth, whiche deceased June 
20, 1561, third of Eliz. and'' (as was added fifteen years after, on the 
death of his wife) " of the Lady Katharine, Countess of Huntingdon, 
his wife, whiche deceased y* xxiii day of September, Anno Dni- 
1576/' Of this tomb, which Mr. Syroonds in 1645, calls " a stately 
monument of alabaster, having many escutcheons, with large quar- 
tarings,'' we copy the following description : 

" The chapel on the south side of the church appears to have 
been repaired and fitted up about the latter end of the seventeenth 
century, not alone from a monument of that time, set up in it for 
Theophilus, Seventh Earl of Huntingdon, but by the mode of the 
wainscoting, its architectm^e, and ornaments, which, however ill they 
may accord (being in the Roman and Grecian style) with the 
ancient work, yet it was certainly a most praise-worthy act of those 
who thought it an incumbent duty on them to render this chapel a 
decent and respectable repository, which contained the remains of 
so illustrious a family as the Huntingdons, and so fine a sculptured 
memorial of one of its noblest names, a tomb to the memory of 
Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, and his Countess, the Lady Ka- 
therine. 

" This tomb is in that mixed style of architecture which prevailed 
near the end of the sixteenth century. It shews much of our ancient 
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modes of design, and much of the Roman and Grecian compilations, 
which were then gaining such an ascendancy in all our public works. 
On the sides of the tomb are several ancient shields, with Grecian 
enriched pilasters, pedestals, and swaggs of drapery, all unaccount- 
ably joined together. Our ancient tomb arrangement, however, 
here still predominates ; for we notice amid the above shields and 
pilasters, small statues of the several sons and daughters of the 
deceased, placed in niches, &c. with their respective names under- 
neath, according to seniority. On the top of the tomb are the 
recumbent statues of the noble personages meant to be comme- 
morated. 

" The statue of the Earl is shewn in exceedingly rich armour. From 
his shoulders depends the robe of the Order of the Garter, fastened 
at the neck by an elaborate worked broche, from which fall the 
cordons. Over the shoulders is hung a collar of the order. On his 
head is a coronet, supported by his helmet, bearing his crest, a 
buffalo's head, erased sable, and his feet rest on a lion. The vest- 
ments of the Countess are of a far older make than either the 
fashion of the Earl's armour, or the date of the tomb, leads us to 
expect. She is habited in a loose garment, brought into small folds 
by her girdle. Her hair appears on the forehead, and the lower 
part of her face is covered by the wimple, under which a loose robe, 
fastened on the breast by the cordons, flows to the feet. From the 
top of her head, whereon is a coronet, a Ught drapery falls as far as 
the elbows, adding much grace to the general dress of this lady. 
Her feet are supported by a griffin, a circumstance not common, as 
in such instances we usually meet with one or more representations 
of dogs. 

" The features of the Earl shew him of a middle age, with a stem 
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though dignified aspect. The lady has much softness in her looks ; 
and a pleasing sweetness is diffused over her whole countenance. 

" It would be difficult to speak in terms adequate to the merits of 
the work of this tomb, either in its architectural parts, enrichments, 
or statues. The mouldings are sharp cut, the ornaments delicately 
made out, the forms of the statues well imitated from the life, and 
the armour and draperies finely studied from the real objects, so that 
from this interesting performance much information may be obtained 
of the progress of the arts and the costume of this kingdom. Though 
the tomb at present stands with its east end directly against the 
east wall of the chapel, I am inclined to think it originally was 
detached from it, and was situated in the centre of this building, as 
is the usual custom with the tombs of founders of chapels, or other 
patrons to such edifices, as in many instances such examples may yet 
be found; and the chancel of the collegiate church at Warwick, 
with the adjoining chapel, may just be noted in proof, where are the 
tombs of many of the Earls of that name, the great patrons of that 
church and town. And further, on the east wall of the chapel now 
under discussion, are stuck shields of arms like those on the sides of 
the tomb, which, if we allow the removal of it to have been the case, 
as premised, must have decorated its east end in like manner as on 
the west end. Hence we may account for setting up the tablets and 
semi-circular arch, containing shields of arms, with an urn on their 
summit, against the east wall, and directly before the tomb, which 
are of a taste not known among us before the time of the fitting up 
of this chapel in 1698.'' 

His Lordship married Catharine, eldest daughter and co-heir to 
Henry Pole, Lord Montacute, (brother to Cardinal Pole, and son and 
heir of Sir Richard Pole, Knight of the Garter, by his wife Marga- 



THE HOUSE OF HASTINGS, Si 

ret, Countess of Salisbury, daughter of George Plantagenet, Duke of 
Clarence, brother to Edward the Fourth, and heiress to her brother 
Edward, Earl of Warwick, who was the last heir male of the royal 
house of Plantagenet, and beheaded in 1499, by command of Henry 
the Seventh,) and by her (who, surviving him many years, was adminis* 
tratrix to Cardinal Pole her uncle, and, in 1569 and 157 1» had a new 
grant of lands in Hertfordshire) had six sons,— -1. Henry, his heir and 
successor, 2. George, 3. William, 4. Edward, of whom Hans Francis, 
the present Earl, is the eldest lineal male descendant, 5. Francis, and 
6. Walter ; and five daughters, viz. Catherine, married to Henry Clin^ 
ton. Earl of Lincoln ; Frances, to Henry Lord Compton ; Elizabeth 
to Edward Somerset, Earl of Worcester ; and Anne and Mary, who 
both died unmarried. Of this last lady, who was pre-eminently dis- 
tinguished in her time, as a perfect model of female loveUness, and 
who was designed to be the wife of Lord Bulbeck, son and heir to 
John Earl of Oxford, Sir Jerome Horsey, in his Observations of 
certain Transactions in Russia, makes the following very curious and 
interesting mention. " Juan Vassillivich, Great Duke and Emperor 
of Russia, having a desire to marry an English lady, was told of the 
Lady Mary Hastings, daughter of the Earl of Huntingdon, whom, 
being of the blood royal, he began to affect : whereupon, making 
his desires known to Queen Elizabeth, (who did well approve there- 
of,) he sent over Theodore Pissemskoie, a nobleman of great ac- 
count, his Ambassador, who, in the name of his master, offered great 
and advantageous terms to the Queen, in case the marriage took 
effect, and promised that the issue by this lady should inherit his 
throne. The Ambassador thus arriving in England was magnificently 
entertained, and admitted audience. The Queen hereupon caused 
the lady to be attended with divers ladies and young noblemen, 
that so the Ambassador might have a sight of her, which was ac- 
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complished in York House Garden, near Charing Cross, London* 
There was he (attended also with divers men of quality) brought 
into her presence, and casting down his countenance, fell prostrate 
before her, then rising back with his face still towards her, (the lady 
with the rest admiring at his strange salutation,) he said, by his in- 
terpreter, " it sufficed him to behold the angelical presence of her 
who, he hoped, would be his master's spouse and Empress," and 
seemed quite ravished with her angelical countenance, state, and 
beauty. After this interview, she was called Empress of Moscovia, 
by her friends in Court ; but the Queen, as well as the yoimg lady 
herself, understanding that (according to the laws of those countries) 
the Emperor might turn away his wife when he pleased, took occa- 
sion to put a stop to the overture/' * 

Of his Lordship's six sons, Henry and Sir George, the two eldest, 
were successively Earls of Huntingdon, and William, the third son, 
died without issue. Of the fourth son. Sir Edward, as ancestor of 
the present Earl, we shall speak fully hereafter. Sir Francis, the 
fifth son, who received the honour of Knighthood from Queen Eliza- 
beth, was of North Cadbury, in Somersetshire, for which county he 
was Justice of the Peace, and Knight in several parliaments during 
her reign, and that of her successor. He received his education 
at Magdalen College, Oxford, under Dr. Laurence Humphrey, 
from whose instructions he is said to have imbibed those opinions, 
which tended to form him a severe puritan and predestinarian. Sir 
Francis was a man of talent and literature, and distinguished himself 

* It is matter of surprise, perhaps even of r^ret, tliat the melo*drame-*mongers, and 
opera manufacturers of our days, when, as it would seem for lack of original invention, or 
legitimate materials, every romance is deformed into a drama, and dragged to theatrical 
execution, should have overlooked this interesting story, abounding^ as it appears to m^ in 
dramatic, and particularly operatic, capabilities. 
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in the religious and political disputations of his times. He. pub- 
lished, in 1598, a treatise entitled, '' A Watchword to all religious 
and true-hearted Englishmen," which involved him in a controversy 
withN. Doleman, otherwise Robert Parsons, who, in a reply entitled 
" The Ward word,'' with that intemperate and indecorous acrimony, 
which connnonly marks the want of argument, and degrades, much 
more than defeat, a foiled antagonist, calls Sir Francis ^' the meanest 
beagle of the house of Huntingdon/' Fuller, in his " Worthies of 
Leicestershire," makes honourable mention of Sir Francis, who, he 
says, " wrote a learned book in defence of our religion, rather 
carped at than confuted by Parsons in his " Three Conversions.'* In 
the parliamentary discussions of that period, he took a leading part ; ^ 
and although at first very violent against the Roman Catholics, he 
afterwards relaxed in his hostility towards them so far as to join Sir 
Richard Knightly, of Northamptonshire, in presenting a petition for 
their toleration. This circumstance gave occasion, among some of 
his enemies, to the invidious remark, "that the Puritan could join 
the Papist against the Church of England.** But amidst the graver 
and severer labours of the senator and polemic, Sir Francis was a 
lover of elegant literature, and the few specimens of his poetry, 
which have been preserved, give no unfavourable evidence of his 
taste, and the success with which he cultivated the Muses. He, as 
well as his brother, was a great benefactor to Emmanuel College, 
Cambridge. He married Maud, widow of Sir George Vernon, Knt. 
daughter of Sir Ralph Longford, and co-heir to her brother Nicho- 
las Longford, Esq. and dying without issue, was buried with his 
lady, whom he survived many years, in the Church of North Cad- 
bury. To her memory he caused to be erected, on the north side of 
the chancel, a large tomb covered with Gothic ornaments, and re- 
presenting cherubs bearing the family arms, with his own statue clad 
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in armour, and that of his wife by his side. A brass plate fixed iii 
the wall bears the following inscription, of which the prolixity is 
ftJly compensated by the spirit of tenderness and religion which it 
breathes, as well as the poetic aptitude of expression distinguishable 
in many of the stanzas. 

" The Epitaph of that worthy, religious ladye, the Ladye Magdar 
len Hastynges, wife to Francis Hastynges, Knt. who departed this 
vain and transitory life, 14th June, 1596, and continued a constant 
professor of God, his Holy Truth, and Gospels, to her life's end. 

This ladye's bed, that here you see thus made, 

Hath to itself received a sweete guest, 
Her life is spente, whiche doth like flower fade, 

Freede from all storms, and here shee lyes at rest. 
Till soul and body join'd again are one. 
Then, farewell grave I from hence shee must be gone. 

This ladye was well born and eke well bred. 

Her virgin's time she spent with worthy praise. 
When choice of friends brought her to marriage bed, 

With just renown she passed there her days ; 
And though her youth were tyde to age &r spent. 
Yet without spot she lived, and was content 

Her second match she made by her own choice. 

Pleasing herselfe who others pleased before. 
Her ears she stopped from all diswaders voice. 

Who did her tender wealth and goods great store, 
With honour greate, whiche bothe shee did refuse. 
And one of meaner state herself did chuse. 

With this her choice full twenty years and nine 

She did remain, with joy and comfort greate. 
He liveth not that ever went between 

These twoe, to move a peace, or to intreate; 
God made the matche, and God the knot hee tyde, 
Who in his feare did both their hearts stiH guide. 
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This fear of God was grafte in her by grace. 

And her whole tyme shee spent in this true fearet 
God's Gospel pure with haste she did embrace} 

The fruits whereof to all men did appear* 
To husband true, to kindred she was kinde, 
And to all friends did beare a loving minder 

The preachers she did use with greate regarde. 

Which shew'd her love unto this Gospel pure; 
Where want there was shee prest was to rewarded 

And with her will no such should want endure. 
Unto the truth such was her zeal moste rare^ 
As to hdpe such shee from herselfe would spare. 

The poore shee still was willing to relieve, 

With heart and hand not seeking worldlie praisOf 
For few or none should know what she did give. 

This course to keep shee careful was alwaies ; 
Both rich and poore they tasted of her love, 
More ready she to give than they to move* 

If any one of these her help did neede. 

By being sicke or sore of any sorte, 
Let them but send, they were most sure to speeder 

Of what she had that might them yield comforter 
And yeare by yeare she sought such thynges to make^ 
To serve such turns as might be fitt to take. 

In government of those that did her serve, 

Most wise, most stout, most kind, shee ever was, 
Most kind to such as sought well to deserve. 

Most stout to those who did neglect their place; 
She wisely could correct the faults of these. 
And those encourage that woidd sedt to please. 

These guifles of grace from God she did receive, 

And shee in these her life did wholly spende. 
When sickness came that did her health bereave^ 

On God's good will she wholly did depende. 
And then his grace did worke in her with mi^t,- 
For him to please it was her sole delight. 

I a 
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She did not grudge, nor murmur at her pune^ 
Though paines were great, and lasted very long, 

Resting on hi^ her hope of future gaine. 

Than hearte could think, or could be tould by tongue; 

Comfortes she sought because her flesh was frail. 

By preachers sounde which never did her &ile. 

When tlmt her sickness did her soe restrained 
As that her house shee forced was to keep, 

Shee did intreate three preachers to take paine 
Her to instructe and stay from dangers deepe. 

And this they did by turns one week bestowe. 

In lore most sound, till she too weake did growe. 

When pangs grew great shee found but little rest, 
Yet faith was strong in God, her father deare, 

And from this fiiith she found it alwaies best 
To praise her God, and praise to him in fear, 

And to this end the preachers she would call 

To come to her, who fiuled her not at all. 

In all her dangers she did never &ile. 

From day to day, to crave their help in this. 

For them to seek it did not much availl, 
For them to call shee did but seldom miss, 

Thrise mimy times, and most times twice a day, 

That shee with them, and they with her might pray. 

These were the fruits of one that learned had 
To serve her God in sickness, health, and all : 

In health to fear, in sickness to be glad. 

Though flesh be fraUl and find itself in thralle; 

This fruite came not firom father Adam's tree. 

Our second Adam taught her such to bee. 

This then she was, and was onto the ende, 
This did shee show; many can witness this; 

This to be true none neede doubt to defende ; 
Wee rest in woe, and shee is gone to bliss. 

Where God this ladye in his armes doth take. 

And crowne with glorie for Christ Jesus' sake. 

T^vit post Fuuera Virtus." 
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A blank was left on the tomb for the name of Sir Francis, which, 
by some strange neglect, was never inserted. 

Walter, the sixth and youngest son, was of Kirby, and marrying 
Joyce, or Jocosa, daughter of Christopher Roper, of Linsted, in 
Kent, Esq. and sister to Sir John, created Lord, Teynham, had 
by her one son. Sir Henry Hastings, of Kirby, and afterwards of 
Braunston, Knt. who, like the rest of his kindred, was firmly at- 
tached to the royal cause during the civil wars, and paid 2072/. to 
the usurping party for redeeming his estates. 

Of these six sons of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, it was 
observed, " that they agreed better in temper and affection than in 
persuasion and principle ;'' some of them continuing steadfast adhe- 
rents to the Roman Catholic religion, and the rest as zealously 
embracing Protestantism ; notwithstanding which, the utmost har- 
mony and fraternal affection prevailed amongst them. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



OF HENRY, THE THIRD EARL OF HUNTINGDON, ELDEST SON AND SUCCESSOR 

OF FRANCIS, THE SECOND EARL. 

Henry, third Earl of Huntingdon, eldest son and heir of Fran- 
cis, second Earl, was married in 1553, being then about eighteen 
years of age, at Durham, now called Northumberland, House, in 
the Strand, London, to Catharine, daughter of John Dudley, Duke 
of Northumberland. In 1557, he obtained a grant of the office of 
Steward of the Prince's fee in Leicester; and in 1559, during the 
life-time of his father, was summoned to attend parliament. The 
following year he was appointed to the office of the Hart Hounds ; 
and Earl Francis, confiding in his son's care and discretion, made 
him supervisor of all his estates, with the power of granting leases.. 
Having, by the death of his father, succeeded to the Earldom on 
the 20th of June, 1561, at the age of twenty-six years, he next day 
petitioned Queen Elizabeth for livery of all his honours, castles, 
manors, &c- ; and on the next New Year's Day, himself, the Coun- 
tess his wife, and the Countess Dowager, his mother, presented 
three purses to her Majesty; his own of the value of 15/., and the 
two others of 10/. respectively ; in return for which, each of them 
received a suitable gilt cup. In 1562, he obtained a grant of lands 
in Leicestershire and Warwickshire ; and was about that time cited 
to show by what title he held the manor of Wotton Court, in the 
County of Somerset. The same year he purchased from his uncle, 

3 




THE HOUSE OF HASTINGS. 63 

Edward, Lord Hastings, of Loughborough, for 2625/. the inhe- 
ritance of the Manor of Bosworth, with the advowson of the par- 
sonage, under a proviso, that if that sum was repaid into his hand$ 
before the October next following, the bargain should be void. In 
the month of June of this year, he received the Queen's express 
command to prepare himself, his wife, and suite, in such splendid 
manner as might best become his rank, and the importance of the 
occasion, to attend her Majesty, and be present, at an interview 
then concerted to take place between her and Mary Queen of Scots, 
at York, or some other place convenient to Trent. The following 
is a copy of the order on this subject addressed by her Majesty ta 
the Earl of Huntingdon : 

" Elizabeth R. 
" Right trusty and right well-beloved cousin, we greet you well. 
Forasmuch as a meeting and interview betwixt us and our good 
sister and cosyn the Quene of Scotts, hath bene of long time mor 
tioned to be had some time this summer, which as we are accorded 
shall take effect about Bartholomew tide next, eyther at our Citty 
of Yorke, or some other convenient place on this side neere unto 
Trent. We meaning to have you there, to attend upon us, as is 
meet for the degree and place which you hold, do will and require 
you to put yourself (our cousin) your wife and your trains in order 
to attend on you both, being so many in number as at the least 
twenty-six of them may remain to attend upon you both about our 
Court, and be ready to meet us on the way near unto Trent, at such 
place and day of the month of August next, as shall be signified to 
you by our Chamberlain, or some others of the Councill, at the fiir- 
thest before the midst of July ; for seeing that the array of yourselfe, 
your wife, and your trains, may be according to the best of your 
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states and degrees, and meetest for the honour and presence of 
such an interview. Given under our signet at our Manor of Grene- 
wiche, the l6th of June, in the fourth yere of our reigne/' 

In 1564, his Lordship was exonerated from the payment of a fee 
farm rent for the demesne of Gracedieu, and its dependencies. 
About this time his title to the Crown of England, by descent from 
the Duke of Clarence, was a subject of much conversation and sur- 
mise in political circles, as well as a source of great private unea- 
siness to himself, inasmuch as he had received, it was said, some 
marks of displeasure from the Queen, whose jealousy about the suc- 
cession is well known. On that occasion his Lordship addressed, 
to his brother-in-law the Earl of Leicester, the annexed letter, which 
throws some light on Elizabeth's feelings, and in which he disclaims 
all ambitious pretensions in so decided a tone, and accompanied 
with such sentiments, as are equally honourable to his character as 
a loyal subject and an excellent and amiable man : 

** My honourable good Lord; I am sorry that my present disease 
is such that there are left me but these two remedyes, eyther to 
swallow up those bitter pills lately receyved, or to make you a part- 
ner of my griefes, thereby something to ease a wounded heart. At 
my wive's last being at Court to doe her duty as became her, it 
pleased her Majesty to give her a privy nippe, especially con- 
cerning myselfe, whereby I perceive she hath some jealous conceipt 
. of me, and, as I can imagine, of late digested. How farr I have 
been alwayes from conceyting any greatness of myselfe, nay, 
how ready I have been alwayes to shunne applauses, both by my 
continual lowe saile and my carriage, I doe assure myselfe is best 
knowne to your Lordship, and the rest of my nearest friends ; if not 
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inyne owne conscience shall best cleare me from any such follye. 
Alas! what could I hope to effect in the greatest hopes I might ima- 
gine to have in the obteyning the least likelyhood of that height? 
Will a whole Commonwealth deprive themselves of soe many bless- 
ings presently enjoyed, for a future hope uncertaine? Inferiour to 
many others both in degree, and any princely quality fitt for a 
prince ; for a prince both for excellent qualityes and rare vertues of 
nature ; of great hopes ; of an inestimable blessing by her princely issue 
in reason of her youth ; for a poore subject in years, and without any 
greate hope of issue ? Noe, noe ; I cannot be persuaded they would, 
if I should be so foolishly wicked to desire it, or that my minde 
were so ambitiously inclined. I hope her Majesty will be persuaded 
of better thynges in me, and cast this conceipt behinde her ; and 
that a foolish booke, foolishly written, shall not be able to possess 
her princely inclination with soe badde a conceipt of her faithful ser- 
vant, who desires not to lyve but to see her happye. What griefe 
it hath congealed within my poore heart (but ever true), let your 
Lordship judge, whose prince's favour was allwayes more deare 
unto me than all other worldly felicityes whatsoever. This I am 
bold to make knowne to your Lordship ; humbly desiring the same, 
when you see your opportunity to frame a new heart in her Ma- 
jesty's princely brest, whose power I know is not little in effecting 
of farr greater matters than this: for never shall there be a truer 
heart in any subject than I will carry to her Majestic soe longe as I 
breathe. And soe I rest your poore servant and brother, 

" H. Huntingdon.'* 

In 1565, he purchased from Robert Brokesby, Esq. of Sjrwoldby, 
for 360/. the Lordship of Shakerston ; and in the same year, and the 
two following, was cited to show by what title he held the manors of 
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Pensford and Publowe, in Somersetshire, and those of Quomdon, of 
Belton, and Market Bosworth. Having obtained a grant from the 
Crown of divers houses and lands, lying within the town arid parish 
of Ashby de la Zouch, (part of which had been, in former times, 
given for the maintenance of certain obits in the church of Ashby,) 
he, together with Edward, Lord Hastings, of Loughborough, and 
others, provided off those lands, which, on inquisition, were found 
to be of the value of 120/. a year, for the perpetual maintenance of 
a schoolmajster, " to teach the youth good naaimers and learning in a 
fitting place for that purpose/' In 15^, we find his Lordship assor 
ciated with the Earls of Hereford and Shrewsbury, in the important 
charge of th^ custody of Mary, Queen of Scots, about the time of 
her removal from Tutbury to Coventry, and, subsequently, to Lord 
Shrewsbury's own ca&tle at Sheffield. In this capacity he is noticed 
by Dr. Robertson with some degree of asperity and. censure, which 
ought to be received with proper deductions on the score of na- 
tional prejudice. " Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon,'* says that histo- 
rian, " who pretfended to dispute with the Scottish Queen her right 
to the succession, being joined in commission with Shrewsbury, 
rendered her imprisonment more; intolerable by the excess of his 
vigilance and rigour/' The following letters, referring to this busi- 
ness, will be found interesting, in a double point of view, as con- 
nected with the history of that most unfortunate Queen, and as 
illustrating the life of the Nobleman under consideration. 

s 

*^ To our right trusty and right well beloved cousyn, therle 
of Huntingdon. 
^v Elizabeth R. By the Quene* 

" Right trusty and right well-beloved cousyn, we grete you well. 
Having certain matters of some importance to be impart;e4 unto 
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youe for our iervice^ wherein we do iis&ure ourself of your faithfiil- 

nes, we have thought good to send unto youe our trusty and wel- 

beloved servaunt, Henry Skipwith, Esquier, one of our Esquierys, 

to declare our mynd unto you ; whom we requier youe to creditt 

and accord3mg to the same to imploy your diligence ; and as tyme 

shall requier to advertise us of any thing that shall seme to youe 

mete for our imderstaiiding. Gyven under our signet at our towne 

of Southampton, the Xllth day of September, 1569> the XI year 
of our rfeign/' 

Endorsed in the Earl of Huntingdon's hand^writing, " Brought; 

by Mr- Skypwyth, the 17th of 7ber, 1569." 

•* To the Right Honourable my very good lord therle of 
Himtingdon his good Lordship/' 
" My very good Lord» After my hearty commendations* Where^' 
as I have received the Quene^s Majesties letters by this bejarer Mr* 
Skipwith, who (as I understand) brought her Highnesse letters to 
your Lordshippe, and to my Lord Hereford, conjtayning her Maje$-' 
ties pleasure touching the Queue of Scots, I thought it necessary to 
desire your Lordshippe, that, for the better service of her Majestye 
and accomplishment of her pleasure and conrntiandm^nt, ye will 
please to take the paynes to repaire speedily hither unto me at 
Wingfidd, with my said Lord Hereford, to the end we may, upon 
conference, determine how to proceed best according to out duties, 
as well for the safe keeping of the said Queue from any attempts, as 
also for her remove hence to some other place more convenient. 
And so I bid your good Lordshippe right heartily as well to fare as 
I wish to myselfe. From Wingfield, the 18th of September, 1569. 
Your good Lordshippes assured friend, 

" G. Shrewsbuey '* 

-K 2 
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'^ By reason of my needful attendance upon my chardges, and 
for want of helth^ I am not able to meet you elsewhere as my desire 
is." 

" To our right trusty and right well beloved cosin the Erie 
of Huntingdon. 
" Elizabeth R. By the Queue. 

** Right trusty and right well beloved cosin we grete you well. 
Whereas we understand that our cousin of Shrouesbury is much 
trobled with sickness, and like to fall furder into the same in such 
sort as he neither presently is able, nor shall be to continue in the 
charge which he hath to kepe the Queue of Scots. We have, for a 
present remedy and to avoyd the danger that might ensew, made 
choice of you to take the charg of the custody of hir, until we 
shall otherwise order. And, therefore, we earnestly require you 
%vith all spede to repaire to our cosin of Shrouesbury, with some of 
your owne trusty servants, and there to take the charge of the said 
Queue ; wherewith our said cosin wil be so well content, as we dowte 
not but you shall have all that he can command to be serviceable 
unto you. And though this direction of you may seme presently 
sodayne and strange, for you to take charge of hir in any other 
person's house than your owne ; yet the infirmity of our said cosin, 
with the mistrust he hath of a greater, and the request he hath made 
unto us to have some help in this cawse, with other cawses that we 
have to dowte of some escape of the said Queue, moveth us to use 
this speedy order ; meaning as sone as occasion may furder permitt 
to devise withe shortly to deliver that she shal be removed to some 
other meter place where you may have the whoU commandment. 
We wold have you also, after conference with our said cousin oif 
Shrouesbury, to devise how the number of the Queue of Scott's 
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trayne might be diminished and reduced only to thirty persons of 
all sorts, as was ordered, but, as we perceive, to be much enlarged 
of late time. You shall also, joyntly with the Erie of Shrouesbury, 
give order that no such commen resort be to the Queue as hath ben ; 
nor that she have such liberty to send posts as she hath don, to the 
great burden of our poore subjects. And if she shall have any 
speciall cause to send to us, then you shall so permitt her servant 
with the warrant of your hand, and none to come otherwise. And 
if you shall think of any meter place to kepe hir, we requier you 
to advertise us thereof, so that we may take order for the same. 
We have written to our cosin of Shrouesbury, whom we have willed 
to impart to you the contents of our lettre. And so we will have 
you to do these ; trusting that you tvill so consider hereof , as the cause 
requirefh for our honour and quietnes^ without respect of any person. 
Gyven under our signet, at the manour of the Vyne, the XXIInd 
of September, 1569, the Xlth yere of our reigne.'' 

" Pt. script. [Verte.] 

*' After we had considered of some part of the premises, we 
thought in this sort to alter some part thereof. We will that no 
person shall be suffered to come from the Queue of Scotts with any 
message or lettre. But if she will write to us, you shall offer to 
send the same by one of yours. And so we will you to do ; for our 
meaning is, that for a season she shall nether send nor receave any 
message or lettres without our knowledg.^' 

Endorsed by the Earl of Huntingdon, " Hir Majesty es fyrste 
lettres for the takyng of the charge of Queue of Scots with my 
Jiord of Shrouesbury. Brought to me by Browne, my Lord of Shr» 
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" To the Right Honourable my veiy good Lord the Erie of 
Huntingdon. 

** My honourable good lord- After thdt hir Majestie had ordered 
hir letter to be tnytten, i*he commanded my Lord of Leicester and 
me to wryte Utito your Lordshipp ; and so I did cause a letter to be 
wrytten, which cometh unto you signed by us both. Here hath 
bene this daye iSonedry opinions in consell with her Majestic : some 
that your Lordshipp should have charge of the Quelle of Scotts, at 
Ashby ;^ others, that Mr. Chanceller of the Duchy shuld come to 
Tutbury, and delyver your Lordshipp and accompany the Earl of 
Shrouesbury ; others that he shuld have the charg alone at Tut- 
bury, and both my Lord of Shrouesbury and your Lordshipp dis- 
charged ; others that Mr. Chanceller shuld be with you at Ashby, 
wherein no mistrust was had of you, but to excuse the chatfendg 
which the Queue of Scots maketh to you.* The dyversite of these 
opinions wold produce no certin resolution. Hereupon it was 
concluded that Mr. Skypwith shuld be sent, to thend, upon 
amne fiirder ktlowledg, we might better fall to some resolution^ 
And thus I am bold to impart many things, praying your Lordshipp 
to use them well, and as you see Gau.se to impart any thyng of your 
mynd, as you will have me use it faythfuUy and honestly towards you, 
for so I am resolved to be towards your Lordshipp. I also in secrett 
iend you a copy of the Queue Majesties letters. Your Lordshipp 
shall doo well to contynew your good opinion of me, but not to utter 
it, as I perceave you doo, whereby percase by some mislyking I 
may fynd some lack to doo as I wold doo. And so I end with my 
humble compliments. From Wyndsor Gastle, 28th October, 1569- 

" Your Lordshipp's at command, W. Cecill.'^ 

Endorsed by his Lordship, Mr. S. K. 30th October, 1569. 

* In consequence of the Earl of Huntingdon's pretensions to the Crown. 
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" To our right trusty and right well-beloved cosin therle of 
Huntingdon, S. 
*' Elizabeth R. By the Queue. 

•* Right trusty and right well-beloved cosin we grete you well. 
And let you wite our pleasure and commandment is, that, for certeyn 
good and weighty considerations us thereunto moving, you shall 
forthwith, upon the receipt herof, prepare yourself with all the force 
you can possibly make, to convey the Scottishe Queue from Tutbury 
where she now remayneth unto our towne of Coventry : and there to 
see hir safely kept and gardid until we shall signify our fiirder plea-** 
sur unto you. And for the better doing herof we have written our 
lettres of the lyke effect of these to our cosins of Shrewsbury and 
Hereford to joyne with you, and accompany you in this service, 
with such forces as they can prepare for the purpose. 

** Gyven under our signet, at our castle of Windesore, the XXIInd 
of November, 1569, in the twelveth yere of our reigne.'' 

Endorsed by the Earl of Huntingdon, " The Queene's lettres to 
goo to Coventre.'' 

" To the Right Honourable my very good Lord the Earle of 

Huntingdon, Queen Majesties Lieutenant of Leicester 

and Rutlandshires. 

" I thanke your good Lordship most heartilie for the trust which 

I finde you do repose in me. Whensoever I shall not discharge it 

like an honest man, let me suffer the reproach worthy of such a 

fault. Though it be so that some favour be, as it seemeth of com-^ 

mon curtesie, shewed to the Scottish Queen in sending and receiving 

letters in your presence and my Lord of Shrewsbury, yet I promise 

you I see not but the same opinion continueth here for her that 

wa3 before, and as great regard had to all her doings whereby no 
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better affection is increased towards her for any thing I kndw; and 
yet the French ambassador hath marvellous earnestly solicited her 

enlargement, which hath not been so w ged as he wished. And 

yet perad venture that might move this favour that you see. Those 
cyphered letters that you have I wish known to her Majestie, or at 
least the contents of them understood ; for belike the matter in them 
is not common that is so covered. Surelie, my good Lord, it is true 
that you say, the time doth awate every honest faythfull Christian 
to be vigilant in these dangerous tempests. And though as it ap- 
pears there be many ill folke and many hollow friends, yet I doubt 
not her Majestie hath a greater number of faithful hable to correct 
the lewdness of the other. And, I assure you, my Lord, if there be 
either fayth or honour in men, I have greater cause dayHe to like, 
more and more, the good and sincere proceedings of my (my Lord) 
your brother, both in God's cause and the general cause of the 
state. Indeed, he pleaseth to conferr sometimes with me therein, 
and so farr as my simple capacitie will serve me, I neither do nor 
will omyt to advise and encourage him to persevere constant in the 
service of good — of our good mistress and this countrye ; whereunto 
1 finde him the lesse perswasion needeth. And because I know how 
necessary it is for the advancement of those most necessary causes 
that good intelligence and assured friendship should be betwene you 
two I was the rather bold heretofore to write to your Lordship some- 
what in that matter, which I have thought good now again to renew, 
praying you to give me leave to employ myself thereon, like as I 
have required him, whereof you both shall take commoditie, and 
especially tiie common cause of this time, which is the only respect 
that moveth me. And touching myself, albeit I may for lack of 
understanding, be deceived in some things, yet it shall never be 
seen that willingly I will be carryed from my duty towards God and 
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flfiy sovereign : trusting that your Lordship will continew that opinion 
until proofe shall make you change it ; and so my good Lord for this 
time I leave to trouble you any further. I pray God direct all your 
ways, and specially in the ordring your present chardge, from thee 
which I see no hope of your delivery yet a while, until this northern 
tempest be over, whereof we looke daylie to heare good news, and 
have this morning received some, of the rebels farther retyre north- 
wards, which sheweth theire weaknesse ; and when I heare farther 
your Lordship shall be advertised, Vitelli, that came forward from 
the Duke of Aloa, took his leave on Sunday last, and so doth re- 
turn intectd re. We have cause to be jealous of the Duke's doing 
in Flanders, and therefore hir Majestic armeth further to the sea. 
God preserve you and guide you with his Holy Spirit, and so I 
humbly take my leave. From Windsor, the 20th of December^ 
1569. Your good Lordshipp's assured to command, 

" Wa. Mildmay/' 

Lord Huntingdon was moreover one of liie Peers sununoned to 
assist at the investigation then held on the conduct of Mary, con- 
cerning the murder of Lord Damley; and, notwithstanding her 
objections to him, as keeper, on account of his alliance to the Crown, 
she was subsequently intrusted for some time to his sole custody at 
Ashby Castle.* Soon after he gave notice of a plot to carry her off. 
The dignity of Knight of the Garter was conferred upon his Lord- 
ship about this time, as well as the office of Privy Counsellor, and 
Lord Lieutenant of Leicester and Rutland, to which was added the 
Lord Presidency of the North, In 1573, he sat upon the trial of 

* This circumstance appears bj the traditional account preserved in the family, and 
bj a room now remaining in the ruins of Ashby Castle, which has always been« and is tm 
this day, distinguished by the name of Mary Queen of Scots' Room. 
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Thomas Duke of Norfolk ; and was again constituted Lord lieute* 
nant of the counties of Leicester and Rutland, as also of the counties 
of York, Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and the Bi- 
shopric of Durham. The Manors, Lordships, and Parks of Lough- 
borough and Burley were the same year granted to him; and he 
secured to his youngest sister, Mary, an annuity of one hundred 
marks during her life. Several letters are preseiiived in ike British 
Museum, addressed about this period to the Lord Treasurer Burgh- 
ley, by the Earl of Huntingdon, in his capacity of Lord President 
of the North, vindicating himself from some injurious imputations 
attempted to be attached to his conduct in the discharge of tiiat high 
office, and giving an account of the northern rebellion, the military 
force, and poUtical feeling, of that part of the kingdom, as well as 
other matters connected with his public duty. For the benevol^^t 
purpose of bettering the condition of the chaplains and poor of 
Wigston's Hospital^ in the town of Leicester, and for the good and 
diligent instruction of the inhabitants in the Christian religion, and 
other charitable objects, his Lordship, in 1576, by a rent-charge on 
part of his property in that neighbourhood, secured the annual sum 
of 48/. 138. Adij out of which provision, by special diiiection, 201. a 
year has ever since been applied to the maintenance of a lecture 
6very Sunday afternoon, and Wednesday morning, in St Martin's 
Church, to be preached by one of the chaplains of the Hospital ; 
10/. a-year to the chief schoolmaster of the free-school of Leicester ; 
61. a-year for two exhibitions to poor scholars of that schodi, the one 
to Oxford, the othet to Cambridge ; and 41. a-year towards the sup- 
port of two poor scholars in the same establishment A licence, dated 
June 14th, 1577, was granted to his Lordship, Anne, Countess of 
Pembroke, and Henry Lord Compt6a, to alienate the manor of 
Finchley in Middlesex, to trustees ip^ ^e use of the CouiitesS' of, 
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IPembroke for life, with remainder to Thomas, second son of Lord 
Compton and his heirs. On the new year'^ day next fcdlowyig, the 
Earl atid Countess c^ Huntingdon presented.tq th^ Qii^een at H^tmp^ 
ton Courts two purses value 10/. and 8/. a^d received the usual rec- 
tum of gilt plate. In 1^80, he received a letter from the Lords in 
Council, informing him, that in conitequence of many gentlemen and 
others in Lancashire ^^ being fallen away to the Popish religion,"' the 
Queen had thou^t fit to send down an ecclesiastical commission to 
the diocese 6f Chester, directed to the Archbishop of York, the 
Lop of Chester, the Earl of Derby, and himself, desiring them to 
proceed agaibst such delinquents in due form, but with particular 
rigour against the gentry, inasmuch as they, by their advice and ex- 
ample, seduced the inferior classes to renounce the Protestant com- 
munion. This communication further instructs his Lordship, with 
the ^Earl of Derby, and the Bbhop of Chester, to fix on a proper 
place for the first assembling of the Commission, and to have a 
suitable sermon preached at every meeting. Not long after he 
wrote to the Lord Treasurer concerning the jurisdiction within the 
BisAiopric of Durham, the Council of which it was then sought to 
abridge ; and thanking ^' him for the good answer given to his bro^ 
ther Francis in a suit to her Majesty."* In the course of a corre- 
spondence which took place during the two following years between 
him and Mr. Secretary Walsingham, touching the wants of the army 
in the North, and the perturbed state of Scotland, he takes occasion 
to express his thanks, ^^ that he is likely to have a larger allowance.^^ 
Any addition to his revenue must indeed have been peculiarly desir- 
able at this period, since it appears that, through some mismanage^ 
ment, or extraordinary expenditure, he had found it necessary to 
make sale, on very easy terms, of a great portion of his valuable 
landed properties, to the number, as it is stated, of no less than 
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ninety-four manors, thus seriously curtailing his princely fortune. 
His Lordship's affairs, owing to whatever cause, appear to have been 
involved about this time in no little embarrassment, and he had in- 
curred several heavy debts, which he found himself without the im- 
mediate means of discharging. Hence he was obliged to make over 
his manor of Lubbersthorpe and other lands to the Queen, in liqui- 
dation of a debt due to her Majesty of 10,635/. a prodigious sum in 
those days ; and he conveyed the Lordship of Ashby to Sir James 
Harrington to satisfy a similar demand. Camden, the historian, who 
was his contemporary, says, that " he was of a mild disposition, but, 
being a zealous puritan, much wasted his estate by a lavish support 
of these hot-headed preachers.*' Another writer attributes his Lord- 
ship's connection with that sect or faction, to motives of policy, not 
of religion. "The Earl of Leicester and his party in the Court, 
had, '' says the author last alluded to, " their ends apart, which were 
to bring the imperial Crown of this realm, by some means or other, 
into the family of the Dudleys. His father had before designed it 
by marrying his son Guilford with the Lady Jane Grey, descended 
from the youngest sister of Henry the Eighth, and his project now 
was to set it on the head of the Earl of Huntingdon, who had mar- 
ried his sister, and looked upon himself to be direct heir to George 
Duke of Clarence. And that they might not want a party of suffi- 
cient strength to advance their interest, they made themselves the 
head of the puritans, the Earl of Leicester in Court, and the Earl of 
Huntingdon in the country. For Earl Himtingdon, therefore,. Lei- 
cester obtained of the Queen the command of the North, under the 
title of Lord President of the Council of York, to keep out the Scots, 
and for himself, the conduct of the English armies in the Low 
Countries, to make sure of all.""^ To whatever extent these allega- 
tions m»y or may not be true, it does not appear that any intention 
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existed to cany such a project into operation till after the death of her 
Majesty, an event which neither of these noblemen survived to see. 

Under the immediate inspection of Lord Huntingdon, in his. 
Castle at Ashby, was compiled a complete history of his family, 
entitled ^^ Collectanea quaedam ex chartis et evidentiis Henrici Comitis 
Huntindoniae, tangentiae familias de Hastynges, Hungerford, Molyns, 
Monies, Peverell, Botreaux ; e'quibus omnibus aliisque quam-pluri- 
mis idem comes genus suum deducere cognoscitur. Selecta in aedi- 
bus dicti comitis apud Ashby la Zouche in Com. Leicestriae, Mense 
Junii 1583/' A fair copy of this compilation is preserved in the 
British Museum,* where the curious manuscript documents on 
which it is founded may also be seen. His Lordship, in 1584, settled 
for ever, on Emmanuel College in Cambridge, just then founded 
by Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of the Exchequer, the rectories 
of North Cadbury andAUer, in Somersetshire, together with those of 
Loughborough and Thureaston, in Leicestershire, and the Vicarage 
of Piddleton in Dorset, for the purpose, as it is expressed in the deed, 
" of advancing the preaching of God's most holy word, and prefer- 
ment of such men to complete livings in the ministry, as for those 
gifts of the same understanding and knowledge should be found fit 
and able.'' Piddleton, however, in consequence of some flaw in the 
deed, was afterwards lost to the College. He corresponded with the 
Lord Treasurer in 1588 concerning the providing of necessary mili- 
tary stores at Newcastle, and the raising of men in Yorkshire, with 
a view to the threatened Spanish invasion. Qn that ever memorable 
occasion, Thomas Skiffington of Belgrave, Esq. then High Sheriff of 
the County of Leicester, summoned together all persons between the 
ages of nineteen and fifty, to the number of 12,530 eifective men. 
Two thousand prime men, selected from this body, and placed 

* See HarL MSS. 4774| and the two other MSS. numbered S8S1 and 4849, 
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under the coimnaiid of the £arl of Himtingdoli^s brother^ WiJter 
Hastings of Kirby, who was Major'^General^ were dispatched to the 
camp formed at Tilbury, which they completely fortified. After 
the subsequent total defeat and dispersion of the boasted and bene^ 
dkiianed Invincible Armada, George Norgee^ Mayor of Leicester^ 
at the Town Hall, entertained, in the most sumptuous style, all 
tiie Nobility and Gentry of the County, amcmg whom were the Eaii 
of Huntingdon, his brother Walter of Kirby, and numerous 
other personages of distinction. The following year the Queen sent 
his Lordship to Plymouth, to prevent the Earl of Essex from accom- 
panying the expedition against PortugaL On undertaking to pay to 
her Majesty, for the term of eighteen years, the annual sum of 600/. 
in fuU satisfaction for debts due to her by Lord Lumley, the Earl of 
Huntingdon had, about this period, a grant in fee of the land called 
Southwood, and the manors of Ashby, Alton, Packington, Knight^ 
thorp, and Braunston, with all their appurtenances and profits, 
arising from courts, fairs, and markets, with five mills, and also the 
hundred of Framland, and the Monastery of St. Mary in the mea-' 
dows, together with a rent of 20/. a year out of tlie Manor of Kirby« 
His Lordship, in 1592, was constituted chief Conmiissionef in the 
County of Leicester, to inquire and examine what persons were come 
firom beycmd sea since Michaelmas 1588, or of any other persons 
th^i resident in that county or elsewhere, who from their manner of 
life or otherwise could be supposed to have come from beyoind the 
sea in the quahty of seminary priests, j^suits^ ct fugitives, and also 
to apprehend and examine them, and in case any one vrere found 
justly culpable, to commit him to prison."" He afterwards frequently 
wrote to Sir John Puckering, the Lord Keeper, on this business, as 
well as oi^ the subject of recusants, and kept up a constant corre-' 
spondence with him and the Lord Treasurer, relative to weighty 
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matters of state, and redress of private grievances, till within a few 
weeks of his death, which occurred at York,. December the 14th, 
1595, in the sixty-'first year of his age. His Lordship died without 
issue and intestate, and was interred at Ashby de la Zouch, on the 
28th of April following ; his funeral, by express command of her 
Majesty, being solemnized with all pomp and honour becoming his 
high rank and consequence. On this occasion, the expences 
amounted to nearly 1,400/. sterling, as appears by <he following 
curious account of particulars preserved : 

Blacks at York 109 7 

Blacks at Coventry 273 12 4 

Blacks at London 109 8 

Blacks at Leicester 19 H 6 

Allowance to the Officers at Arms 162 5 8 

For hire of blacks, waste, and carriage thereof, 

to and fro 20 

For embalming the corpse 28 4 1 

The charges of his household servants at York, 
and expences in conveying the body from 

York to Ashby 29 18 10 

Household expences for the diet and riding charges 333 11 O 

Liveries to sixty poor men 60 

In alms tp the poor of divers parishes •....••.• 26 13 4i 

Laid out by the Bailiff of Ashby, as appeareth ^ . 71 9^ 
More in my Lord's riding ch^ges in the burial 

of his brother •...*.. 10 

To obtaijoing the administration 4 10 

The Sheriffs charges, and other of the Jury, fourj 

times 13 6 8 
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For exhibiting and engrossing the inventories rf. s. d. 
double 4 

For passing the account and expences of his ser- 
vants in that time 5 

Expences of my Lord's servants riding into the 

North and other places to get accounts 5 

Charges about the vendition of my Lord's goods 
: in the County of Bucks 8 

Some diiference of opinion seems to have arisen on the question 
whether his Lordship's interment should take place at York or Ashby, 
he having left no positive directions on that point. The two fol- 
lowing letters, written at the time by George, brother and successor 
of the deceased, have reference to this subject. 

" To Mr. Edward Stanhope. 
« Sir, &c. 
" Now, for my Lord's entombing at York, good Mr. Stanhope, 
be not a means to procure it. My reasons; my honorable fa- 
ther took orders for a large vault to be made in Ashby church 
for that purpose, and himself led the way : and my honorable 
brother in his life-time alway shewed the like desire. Besides, it 
hath pleased God to call my son away, upon the Wednesday after 
his uncle's departure ; a strange precedent, and to me a discomfor- 
table accident; so as if he, in his life-time, in alteration of his 
minde, hath not left other order, yf I may with her Majesty's favour 
(as I desire this) so will I perform it, &c. 

^ Yours in my love, 

^^ George Huntingdon." 

<< DonniDgton Park, Dec, 23.*' 
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" To Mr. Humfrey Purefey, 
" Good Mr. Purefey, &c. For my sweet boy, I find all your 
loves and care of his good to be such, as without special direction 
from my honourable good sister (by whom, as weU in that as in any 
other private cause, I rest to be directed) I purpose he shall be yet 
at your disposition. For the entombing of my son at Yorke, as I 
have written to Mr. Stanhope and the rest, so I heartily pray you 
surcease that request. I doubt not but you will allow of some 
reasons I have to the contrary. First, my honourable father, by his 
life, caused a fayre and large place to be builded in Asheby Church ; 
a thing, as I thinke, known to yourself, where his body lyeth, ac- 
companied with my honourable mother's. I have heard, my Lord, 
(my deare Brother,) when he lived, say, that he hoped, wheresoever 
he jshould end his life, his friends would cause him 1o be brought 
thither, there to be layd with his ancestors ; which, for my own part, 
if it may so stand with her Majestie's gracious favour, I wish may 
be performed ; where (God willing) my poore son shall wayt on him 
to the grave, &c. 

" Yours, &c. 

" George Huntingdon/' 

Mr. Stanhope and Mr. Purefey, the two gentlemen to whom the 
foregoing were directed, some time after addressed a letter to the 
Lord Keeper, thanking him " for his care of so good a lady as 
the Countess of Huntingdon, the widow of so worthy a noble gen- 
tleman, who lived and died most careful of Gods, hir Majestie's, 
and his country's services.'' Among the MSS. of Mr. Carte, pre- 
served in the Bodleian Library, it is noticed, diat " Henry, Earl of 
Huntingdon; George, his brother and successor; and Sir Francis 
Hastings, another brother ; were all three persons of great fame and 
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renown, as many of that ancient and honourable family had been ;"' 
and it is elsewhere said, that they left several valuable manuscripts 
concerning the reign of Queen Elizabeth. His Lordship's cha- 
racter in a religious point of view, as a pious and zealous Christian* 
is pleasingly illustrated by the three subjoined letters, the two first 
of which were addressed to the Bishop of Chester, and the other to 
Lord Shrewsbury, in condolence on his father's death. 

" Salutem in Chris tOy &c. to your good Lordshippe, whom I do 
hartilie thanke for the letters you sent me by this bearer, Mr. Wore- 
ley. I wishe Lancashire, and all other coimties, had manie such 
gentlemen soe well affected. I am glade your Lordshippe liketii to 
live in Manchester, for as it is the best place in those parts, soe do 
you well to continue and strengthen them, that they may increase 
and go forward in the service of the Lord. And surelie, by the 
Grace of God, the well plantinge of the Gospell in Manchester, 
and the parishes near to yt, shall in time effect much good in other 
places ; yf in Manchester there were an hour spent everie mominge 
from six to seven, or from seven to eight, in prayer and a lecture, 
as brevis oratio^ then as yt is said penetrare coelus ; so shorte lessons 
often taught yt ys Uke no doubte but the grace will pearse manie 
hartes. The prair and lecture might beginne and end with the 
clocke. The work is soe good, and for yt that place is soe fit, as I 
am bolde thus to put you in mind of yt. God direct you and keepe 
you to himself safe. And soe for this time I take leave of you. 
From London the viith of December, 1581, youre Lordshippe's in 
the Lord. 

" H. Huntingdon.'^ 
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" My good Lord, 
" The bearer can salute you. Litell tyme I have to write a few 
lynes to you at this time, yet may I nott omytt both hartilie to thank 
your Lordshippe for your last letters, and also for your great favour 
shewed to this honest, godUe preacher, and other his associates and 
fellowe laborers in the Lord's harvest, whiche surelie soundeth to 
your greate creditt amongeste all honeste men, and is no doubte in 
the sight of the Lord most acceptable. God prosper your Lord- 
shippe in that good cause, and graunt that others of your country 
may tread the suer path with you. I assure you it did not a little 
rejoyce me to hear that of you, which the good Viker did tell me. 
I do all that I can to^gett good preachers planted in the markett 
townes of this country, in which somewhat is alreadie done ; but 
much remayneth to be done. Wee hold opinion heare, that the 
Universities have not store of preachers to send forth. But I am 
not of that mynd altogether. Well, God increase the numbre ; to 
whose mercy eful tuition I do comytt your Lordshipp ; and so for this 
tyme harteUe take my leave. At Yorke, the 27th of June, 1584. 

" Your assured friend in 

" H. Huntingdon.'' 

" My good Lorde, 
" As I was sorrye when I dyd have the fyrste newes of your ho- 
nourable fathyr his end, so, with others, I was gladde to knowe 
howe fytte a person God in mercye hathe apoynted to succede hym. 
Your Lordshippe hathe juste cause to understand yt to be the 
Lorde's doynge, and therefore I have no dowbte but you wyll ever 
remember to geave unto him that which ys dewe ; then shall God 
and hys churche be honoryd and comfortyd, the Prynce and com- 
onwelthe welle servyd and proffytyd by you, in suche sorte as beste 

M 2 



84 MEMOIRS OF 

agreeth with a man of your place and callynge, to your owne greate 
honour in earthe, and your everlasting comforte in heaven, which is 
the marke we all shote at, and most myserable ys he that at laste 
myssyth yl. In thys rude playne sorte, I am bolde hartelye to salute 
your Lordshippe, this bearer by hys comynge to me offerynge me 
the occasion, and so restynge at your Lordshipp's devotion, I 
comytte you to the protection of the Almyghtye. At London, the 
11th of January, 1590. 

" Your Lordshipp's assured cousyn, 

« 

" H. Huntingdon/' 

The Countess his wife, who survived his Lordship upwards of 
twenty-four years, had, during his life-time, a separate grant of 
lands in Herefordshire, and, after his decease, obtained an addi- 
tional grant, in 1603, in the counties of Leicester, Somerset, and 
Dorset. Her Ladyship departed this life August the 4th, 1620, 
and, on the 14th, was buried at Chelsea, where, close to the splendid 
monument of her mother, the Duchess of Northumberland, under 
the canopy, stands an altar tomb, the top of which is inlaid with a 
small slab of white marble, inscribed, " To the memory of Cathe- 
rine, relict of Henry, Earl of Huntingdon/' 
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CHAPTER VII. 



OP OEORGE, FOURTH EARL OF HUNTINGDON, LORD FRANCIS HASTINGS, 
HIS ELDEST SON, AND HENRY HASTINGS, OF WOODLANDS. 

George Hastings, second son of Francis, the second Earl 
of Huntingdon, and brother to Henry, the third Earl, married, in 
the month of July, 1557, Dorothy, second daughter, and one of 
the co-heirs of Sir John Port, of Etwall, in the county of Derby, 
Knight, and of Elizabeth, his wife, (daughter and heir of Sir Tho- 
mas Gilford, of Chellington, Knight, and heir to her mother Do- 
rothy, daughter and heir to Sir John Montgomery, of Cobley, in 
Derbyshire,) and by her, who brought him Dale Abbey, in Der- 
byshire, was father of three sons and two. daughters. After his mar- 
riage, he settled for some time at Gopshall, in Derbyshire ; and, in 
1562, was returned to serve in parliament for that county. He was 
knighted in 1566; and two years after resided at Loughborough. 
In 1571, he was High Sheriff for Leicestershire; in 1573, was ap- 
pointed one of the Commissioners for arming and arraying all per- 
sons in that county between the ages of sixteen and sixty for the 
Queen's service, and was elected into parliament for the same in 
1586. In 1590, he purchased from Thomas Butler and Walter 
Coppinger, of London, a tenement at Loughborough, called the 
Great House, with all such lands in the counties of Leicester and 
Nottingham, as had belonged to the Guild, called Jesus and St. 
George Guild, in Loughborough, or as had been applied to the 
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" maintenance of any chantry, priest, chaplain, or clerk, or other 
superstitious use in the church of Loughborough/' In February, 
1591, Sir George, Sir Edward Hastings, Sir Francis Beaumont, 
Serjeant at Law, with several other gentlemen, were appointed 
Commissioners, " diligently to inquire of the secret repair into this 
country of a considerable number of seminary priests,'' a subject 
which, about that period, occupied the utmost vigilance of the Go- 
vernment. After his accession to the Earldom, by the decease of 
his brother in December, 1595, (within a few days of which period, 
his own eldest son. Lord Francis, also died, leaving issue,) he was 
appointed Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Leicester and Rut- 
land ; and not long after the Earl of Essex addressed to his Lord- 
ship, in that capacity, a letter, which is preserved in the British 
Museum. 

Li 1598, as Lord Lieutenant of the county, he directed a requi- 
sition to the Mayor of Leicester, as follows: 

** To my loving Mr. Mayor, of Leicester. 
" Mr. Mayor, 
" Forasmuch as I have received letters from the Lords of her 
Majestie's most honourable Privy Council, for the present supplying 
and putting in readiness her Majesty's forces, heretofore levied 
within this her Majesty's county of Leicester; and, whereas, in for- 
mer order and proportions, taken in my late honourable brother s 
time, for five hundred trained soldiers in this coxmty levied, the 
town of Leicester was then charged with the furnishing of forty 
m^i, with twelve calivers, four muskets, eleven bows and arrows, 
eight carslets and pikes, and five bills; now their Lordships' plea* 
sores are, that all the bows and arrows, and bills, generally, must be 
refused, and supplied with muskets, so that then your proportion is 
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twelve calivers, twenty musquets, and eight carslets and pikes, all 
which I require you, and, in her Majesty's name, charge and com- 
mand you forthwith to have in good readiness; and, withal, to 
select and make choice of the forty men to be very sufficient and 
able men, and like to be resident, and no starters or shifting per- 
sons, and presently to see them armed accordingly, that I may have 
them ready at an hour's warning, to take the view of them myself, 
and so to deliver them over to such as I shall appoint for the array- 
ing and ordering of them. And hereof I pray you not to fail. 
Given at my manor of Ashby de la Zouch, this 29th day of April, 
1598. 

" Your loving friend, 

" George Huntingdon/' 

His Lordship obtained a grant of certain lands in Leicestershire, in 
1599 ; and on the following new year s day, himself, the Countess 
his wife, and the Countess Dowager, presented three purses to the 
Queen, receiving the customary portion of gilt plate in return. 
Shortly after this, he was directed by a letter from her Majesty, to 
levy fifty able men to be sent to serve in Ireland; and, in 1601, re- 
ceived a similar order to raise fifty more for the same destination, 
besides twenty-five for Rutland, and to collect 3/. lO^. a man to arm 
and clothe them. A letter is preserved, addressed about this period 
to the Earl of Shrewsbury, by George, afterwards Sir George Bel- 
grave, excusing himself for not having made his public submission 
to the Earl of Huntingdon, because he durst not appear publicly at 
the assizes for fear of being arrested, and requesting therefore that 
the sentence of the Star Chamber for his contempt might be sus- 
pended. 



88 MEMOIRS OF 

On the decease of the Queen in March, 1602, he received an 
order from the Lords of the Council to proclaim King James, who 
immediately appointed him Lord Lieutenant of the Counties of 
Leicester and Rutland ; and shortly after, when Queen Anne, and 
her son Prince Henry, were on their journey from York to London, 
the following letter was sent to the Earl of Shrewsbury : 

" Right Honourable, 
" Presuminge that your Lordship will beare with my boldness 
where my intent is honest; this day Sir William Skypwith and my- 
selfe mett at my honorable Lord Huntingdon's att dinner. After 
that Sir William was gonne, his Lordship talked with me in pr3rvrate, 
and seemed to be very desyrous to have the Quien to come to his 
howse ; and spake y t to that end as I didd verry well parseyve that 
jrt might come to your eares, and further willed me to use my witts 
in this matter, so as that your Lordship might also know yt yf you 
pleased to be a meane to effect yt, he would take it as a great kynd- 
nes prosedinge from yourselfe. He would not be a mediator of this 
himself, (I parseyved by him,) because persons of his place would not 
wyllingly resseyre a denyall in so indyfferent a cawse : if your ho- 
nour thynke yt will be donne to his Lordship's content, though yt 
be uppon this soddeyn he wyll be well provided according to the 
time this bearer shall spidily retowm to bring answer. They wey 
from Wooleatton I dare assure your Lordship will be easie and 
fayr, and is just tenn myles. So with my heartie preyer to AH- 
mighty God to bless your Lordship with all honour as my hart de- 
syreth, I most humbly take my leave. 

" Your honour^s most bounden duryng lyff, 

" Robert BAiNniQa. 

^< Calke, this ISth day of June, 160S." 
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" As I was wrytinge, my Lord wrytte me a very ^arneste letter, 
which, at my attendynge upon yom* Honour, I will shewe you. This 
accomplished will breed a continewall love betwixt your howses for 
ever. Your Lordship's gest, Mr. Rome, of Leicester, is newly 
dead, but not of any contageous sicknesse. 

" To the Right Honourable my approved good Lord the 
Earl of Shrewsbury these be d^.'' 

The result of this request was favourable to the wishes of the 
noble Earl, who had the honour, on the 22d June, of welcoming the 
Queen, Prince Henry, and suite, to his castle of Ashby, whence, 
afler partaking of its elegant and siunptuous hospitalities, the royal 
visitors set out on the following day for Leicester, and, on the 24th, 
were entertained at Dingley. His Lordship, in 1604, was ap- 
pointed Chief Forester of Leicestershire, and Steward and Receiver 
of the honour of Leicester. These were the last offices given to 
his merits and services, as he died on the 30th of December of that 
year, and was buried at Ashby. After the performance of the rites 
at the interment, a kind of funeral oration was pronounced by Gar- 
ter, in which he said, " Thus it hath pleased Almighty God to call 
forth of this transitory life to his Divine Mercy the most honourable 
George Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Hastings, Baron Hungerford, 
Botreaux, Molynes, and Moyles, Lieutenant for the King's Majesty 
in the counties of Leicester and Rutland. Let us therefore pray 
that it may please Almighty God to bless with long life, health, 
honour, and happiness the most honourable Henry, now Earl of Hunt- 
ingdon, Lord Hastings, Baron Hungerford, &c. &c. to the glory of 
God, the service of his Prince and Country, and the upholding of 
the ancient and honourable reputation of his most noble name and 
family.^' 

N 
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According to the inquisition afterwards taken, on the 30th of 
September, 1607, the details of which furnish a curious exemplifica- 
tion of the increased value of landed property, the Earl of Hunt- 
ingdon " died possessed of one-ninth of the manor of Winton, held 
(with the office of the bailiwick of Carleton) of the King in capite, 
by the hundredth part of a knight's fee ; the hundred of Framland, 
&c. ; Alton Grange ; the manor of Ashby de la Zouch, worth 
30/. 14fS. Ad. and the rectory and vicarage, 13/. 6s. 8d. held of the 
King as of the manor of Castle Donnington, in socage ; the manors 
of Barrow and Segrave, worth 661. 3s. 9id. held of the King as part 
of the fee of Chester, by fealty only ; the manor of Evington, worth 
45/. 13^. Oid. held of the King in capite, by the hundredth part of 
a knight's fee; the manor of Loughborough, worth 33/. 6s. &d. 
held of the King in capite, and by an annual rent of 5/. 6s. 6d. ; the 
manors of Packington, &c. &c. worth 5/. 10^. Od. held by the 
twentieth part of a knight's fee, and the rectory of that Church,, 
then held of the King in free socage as parcel of the manor of 
Donnington ; Donnington Park, containing 300 acres of pasture, 
worth 13/. 6s. 8d. held of the King, but by what tenure unknown ;* 
the manor of Gopshall, worth 51. 3s. Ad. tenure unknown ; and the 
manors of Belton, (with the vicarage,) Thringston, Osgathorpe, &c. 
held in fee farm, as of the manor of East Greenwich in free socage." 

By his wife Lady Dorothy aforesaid, his Lordship had issue 
three «ons : 1. Francis Lord Hastings, heir apparent, but who died 
in his father's life-time, leaving issue ; 2. Henry, who was of Wood- 
lands j and, 3. Edward, who died at Vienna unmarried ; and also 
two daughters, Catharine, married, first to Sir Edward Unton, 

* His Lordship, it appears by other accounts, purcbased Dmmiogton Park, and the 
demesnes belonging to it, from the unfortunate Earl of Essex, who held them by grant 
from Queen Elizabeth. 
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of Wadley, in Berks, Knt. and secondly to Sir Walter Chetwynd, 
of Ingestry, Knt and Dorothy, wedded first to Sir James Stuart, 
K. B. eldest son and heir apparent to Walter Lord Blantyre in Scot- 
land, and godson to James the First, and after his death, (which 
took place in 1609, in the memorable duel fought at Islington, be- 
tween him and Lord Wharton's son and heir. Sir George, in which 
both the combatants unfortunately lost their lives,) to Robert Dillon, 
Earl of Roscommon, in Ireland. 

Before we proceed to Francis Lord Hastings, the eldest son, 
whose son Henry continued the succession, it becomes necessary 
in this place to interpose the history of Henry, of Woodlands, the 
second son, and his issue, to their extinction, the more especially as 
a presumed surviving branch of them was for some time attempted 
to be set up as a bar to the present Earl's claim. 

Henry, commonly, but erroneously styled Sir Henry, Hastings of 
Woodlands, second son of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon, was 
distinguished in his day by the peculiarities of his character, and his 
manners and habits in domestic life. His time was almost exclu* 
sively devoted to hunting, and other sports of the field, but he 
does not appear to have been, in other respects, a very rigid dis- 
ciple of Diana, and if he " led the rural life in all its joy,'' it must 
be confessed, following Lord Shaftesbury's description, it was not 
precisely ^^ such as Arcadian song transmits from ancient uncorrupted 
times." He had the manor of Piddleton, in Dorsetshire, from his 
father, who, however, reserved the advowson of the living to him- 
self, and afterwards married Dorothy, daughter, and one of tfie co- 
heirs, of Sir Francis Willoughby, of Woollaton, in the county of 
Nottingham, Knt. by whom he had issue, five sons and one daugh- 
ter. Jacob and Dugdale make mention of a second wife of this 
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ture, an original in our age, or rather the copy of our ancient 
nobility, in huntings not in warlike times. He was low, very strong, 
and very active ; of a reddish flaxen hair ; his cloathes always green 
cloth, and never worth, when new, more than 51. His house was 
perfectly of the old fashion, in the midst of a large park, well 
stocked with deer ; and near the house rabbits for liis kitchen ; 
many fishponds ; great store of wood and timber ; a bowling green 
in it, long but narrow, full of high ridges, it being never levelled 
since it was ploughed ; they used round sand bowles, and it had a 
banquetting house like a stand, a large one built in a tree. He 
kept all manner of sport hounds that ran buck, fox, hare, otter, 
and badger, and hawkes long and short winged. He had a walk in 
the New Forest, and in the manor of Christ Church ; this last 
supplied him with red deer, sea and river fish; and indeed all his 
neighbours' grounds and royalties were free to him, who bestowed 
all his time on these sports, but what he borrowed to caress his 
neighbours' wives and daughters, there being not a woman in all his 
walks, of the degree of a yeoman's wife or imder, or under the age 
of 40, but it was her own fault if he was not intimately acquainted 
with her. This made him very popular ; always speaking kindly to 
the husband, brother, or father, who was to boot very welcome to 
his house. Whenever he came there he found beef, pudding, and 
small beer in great plenty : the house not so neatly kept as to shame 
him or his dirty shoes ; the great hail strewed with marrow bones ; 
full of hawkes, perches, hounds, spaniels and terriers ; the upper 
side of the hall being decked with fox skins, of this and the last 
year's killing ; here and there a pole-cat intermixed ; game-keepers' 
and hunters' poles in great abundance. The parlour was a large 
room as properly furnished. On a great hearth, paved with brick, 
lay some tenriears, and the choicest hounds and spaniels. .Seldom 
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but two of the great chairs had litters of cats in them, which were 
not to be disturbed ; he having always three or four attending him 
at dinner, and a little white stick, of 14 inches long, lying beside 
his trencher, that he might defend such meat as he had no mind to 
part withal. The windows, which were very large, served for 
places to lay his arrows, cross-bows, and stone bows, and such like 
accoutrements ; the comers of the rooms full of the best hunting 
and hawking poles ; his oyster table at the lower end, which was of 
constant use, twice a-day, all the year round, for he never failed to 
eat oysters, both at dinner and supper time, all seasons ; the neigh-* 
bouring town of Poole supplied him with them. The upper part of 
die room had two small tables, and a desk ; on the one side of 
which was a Church Bible, and on the other side the Book of 
Martyrs : on the tables were hawkes' hoods, bells, and such like ; 
two or three old hats with their crowns thrust in, so as to hold ten 
or a dozen eggs, which were of the pheasant kind of poultry ; these 
lie took much care of and fed himself. Tables, dice, cards, and 
boxes, were not wanting. In the hole of the desk were store of 
tobacco pipes that had been used. On one side of this end of the 
room was the door of a closet, wherein stood the strong beer and 
the wine, which never came from thence but in single glasses^ that 
being the rule of the house exactly observed, for he never exceeded 
in drink, or permitted it. On the other side was the door of an old 
chapel, not used for devotion ; the pulpit, as the safest place, was 
never wanting of a cold chine of beef, venison pasty, gammon of 
pasty, or a great apple-pye, with tihick crust extremely baked. 
His table cost him not much, though it was good to ^at at. His 
sports supplied all biit beef and mutton, except Fridays, when he 
had the best of salt fish, as well as other fish he could get ; and this 
w«8 the day his neighbours of best quality visited liim. He never 
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wanted a London pudding, and always sung it in with " my part lies 
therein a.'^ He drank a glass of wine or two at meals ; very often 
put syrop of gilly-flowers in his sack, and hdd always a tun glass, 
without feet, stood by him, holding a pint of small beer, which he 
often stirred with rosemary. He was well-natured, but soon angry, 
calling his servants bastards, and cuckoldry knaves, in one of which 
he often spoke truth, to his own knowledge, and sometimes in both, 
though of the same man. He lived to be an hundred, and never lost 
his eye sight, but always wrote and read without spectacles, and got 
on horseback without help- Until past fourscore, he rode to the 
death of a stag as well as any." 

Such is the minutely touched and very amusing picture of this 
extraordinary personage, left us by one of the most eminent geniuses 
of that age — a picture, which, whatever may be its individual resem- 
blance, and we are not disposed to question its justness in that re- 
spect, possesses, moreover, all the merit of a curious historical paint- 
ing, characteristic of early manners. Mr. Hastings died October 
the 5th, 1650, in his ninety-ninth year, and was buried with his wife, 
whom he survived twelve years, at Horton Church, in the Hastings' 
aisle in which is his monument with the following inscription ; — 

** The Honourable Henry Hastings of Woodlands, second son to 
George Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon, departed this life the 5th of 
October, 1650, setatis ninety-nine, and Dorothy his wife, one of the 
co-heirs of Sir Francis Willoughby, Knt. of WooUaton, in the 
county of Nottingham, who departed this life the 5th of December, 
1638, setatis 84 : and Sir George Hastings, Knt. their son and heir, 
who died 25th of October, 1651, aetatis sixty-three.'' 

By Dorothy his wife he had issue five sons ; 1. George, 2. Ralph, 
3. Henry, 4. William, and 5. Francis; and also one daughter, Doro- 
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thy, married first to Sir John Ryves, Knt., and secondly, in 1626, to 
Thomas Tregonwell, Esq. 

Sir George, the eldest son and heir, married Alice, the daughter 
of Sir Thomas Greke, by whom he had three sons, George, Edward, 
and John ; and three daughters, Frances, Dorothy, and M abeL — From 
this John, who, as well as his two elder brother,s, died without issue, 
as is proved by the mass of evidence contained in the Attomey- 
GeneraFs Report, which will be more fully referred to hereafter, a 
descent was endeavoured to be derived, and a claim to the dormant 
Earldom thereupon established, in behalf of Mr. George Hastings of 
Killalloo, County of Clare, Ireland, in frustration of the present 
EarFs undoubted right to the title. This project, however, founded 
either in ignorance or concerted fraud, and wholly unsupported by 
evidence, was speedily abandoned, the caveat and petition of the 
pseudo-claimant withdrawn, and a notice to that effect served on the 
Attorney-General, Sir Samuel Shepherd. — Of the daughters, Mabel, 
the youngest, died unmarried; Dorothy, the second, married, first, 

Doddington, Esq. by whom she had one son, and secondly, 

Henry Eyres, Esq. Barrister at Law ; and Frances, the eldest, married 
John Roy, of London, Merchant, upon whom, on the death of his 
brother-in-law, John, youngest and last surviving son of Sir George, 
without issue, the family estate of Woodlands devolved. This John 
Roy had one son, John, who died without issue, and one daughter, 
Frances, who married Samuel Rolle, of Heanton in Devonshire. 
About the year 1710, l^Ir. Rolle sold the estate of Woodlands to 
■ Seymour, Esq. of the Hanaper Office, after whose decease, his 
nephew and heir. Sir Henry Munro, again sold it, in 1785, to the 
Earl of Shaftesbury, and it is at present in possession of that noble 
family. 
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Ralph, the second son of Henry of Woodlands, was of Hinton, in 
Hampshire, and died in the year 1648, leaving issue by his wife 
Joan, daughter and heir of Edmund Scutt, of Warminster, four sons, 
Henry, George, Ralph, and Ferdinando. Of these sons, the two 
eldest died without issue — Ralph, the third son, who died in June, 
1695, was married first to Sarah, daughter of Thomas Moore, by 
whom he had one daughter, and no other issue ; and secondly to 
Sarah, daughter of Roger Tulse, of Ashley, by whom he had two 
sons, George and Ralph, who both died issueless. Ferdinando, 
the fourth son, married Deborah, daughter of Richard Flavel, of 
Wellersley, in Gloucestershire, Esq. who bore him three daughters, 
Maria, Elizabeth, and Deborah ; * and two sons, Ferdinand of Long- 
alley, Shoreditch, London, married to Elizabeth Shepherd, by whom 
he had one daughter espoused to William Weatherhead, and Theophi- 
lus, who died at the age of seventy-eight, a bachelor. 

Henry, third son of Henry of Woodlands, lived at Newington 
Butts, and taking to wife Susanna, daughter of Robert Oflfey, had 
one only child, Anne, who was wedded to John Alway. Henry had 
a second wife named Catharine, by whom he had no issue. 

William, the fourth son, a clergyman, married Anne, daughter of 
Gabriel Cracknell, of Oxford, and had issue five sons, Henry, Wil- 
liam, Francis, Edward, and Benjamin ; and three daughters, Doro- 
thea, Catharine, and Anna. Henry, the eldest, settled in Dublin in 
the year 1682, where he married, and had issue two daughters, 
Mary and Anne. William married Rebecca Pitfield, by whom he 
had one son, Gabriel, who was Chaplain in Colonel Hastings' regi- 
ment, and died unmarried. Francis espoused Anne Arnold, and 
had one daughter, and one son, Francis, who died a bachelor. 
Edward, who was of Piddleton, died without issue. And Benjamin, 

o 
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the fifth son, who was of Bridport, in Dorsetshire, married Anne 
Brown, and had by her one son, Henry, who died without issue. 

Francis, the fifth and youngest son of Henry of Woodlands, mar- 
ried the daughter of John Langton, of the county of Dorset, and 
died without issue. 

Having thus arrived at the complete extinction of the male issue 
of the younger sons of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon, we now 
return to Francis, Lord Hastings, his eldest son, heir apparent to the 
title, and whose son, Henry, continued the succession. He resided 
at the Old Palace, otherwise called the Lord Place, near Ashby 
Castle ; and, in 1586, sold to the Corporation of Leicester one 
half part of the Grange near that town, which he held by lease from 
the Queen. He married Sarah, daughter to Sir James Harrington, 
and sister to John Lord Harrington, of Exton, and by her had issue 
four sons and two daughters. The following curious letter, written 
by this lady in 1582 to the Mayor of Leicester, is preserved : — 

" Good Mr. Henricke, 
" You sent me worde that you had plummes for me, which, yf 
you will send me, I shall think myselfe beholdinge unto you. More- 
over, touching the money for youre brother, I will not faile, by the 
grace of God, but to send Vincent unto you some tyme this next weeke 
for 24/., or thereabouts. In the meane tyme, I praye you be the 
meane to prove the readines of so much money, and he shall not 
fayle to come unto you. Thus with my very hearty commendations, 
I leave you to the Lorde. Ashbye, this 21st of Auguste, 1582. 

" Your verye lovinge friend, 

" Sara Hastings.'' 
" To my verye lovinge friend, Mr. Robert Henricke, Maior of 
Leicester, be theis d'd.'' 
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Her Ladyship on another occasion writes, " I praye you send me 
six dozen of the beste trenchers you have, and half a dozen of your 
beste Vennis glasses, with covers for drinking-glasses ; likewise, yf you 
have any more of the same bole-glasses, which I had of, I pray you 
send them, and let them be safely packed up for breaking." 

By his marriage with Lady Sarah, Lord Francis had issue four 
sons: 1. Henry, fifth Earl, 2. George, 3. Edward, and 4. Francis, 
who died an infant ; and two daughters, Catharine, wedded to Phi- 
lip Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield, and Theodosia, to Sir Francis 
Bodenham of Ryhall, in Rutlandshire, Knt. the latter without issue. 

George, the second son, who was of Gray's Inn, was knighted at 
Whitehall, November 5, I6l5, and, in 1626, obtained a grant of lands 
in the counties of Leicester, Somerset, and Derby. He died in 
July, 1641, of the plague, which desolated London at that period, and 
was buried in the church of Bartholomew the Great, in the south 
aisle of which, on a tablet, or painting on canvass, are seventy quar- 
terings blazoned, and a Latin inscription, importing that he married 

Seymour, daughter of Sir Gilbert Prynne, of Allington, Knt., by 

« 

whom he had three daughters, Catharine, Martha, married to Owen 
Owens, Esq. ; and Margaret, who died at the age of nineteen years ; 
besides four sons, George, Charles, Ferdinando, and Francis, the 
first and last of whom died during infancy, and the other two without 
issue. 

Edward, the third son, was a Captain in the Navy, and, accom- 
panying Sir Walter Raleigh to Guiana in I6l7, died on that disas- 
trous expedition, unmarried. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



OF HENRY, FIFTH EARL OF HUNTINGDON, AND HENRY LORD LOUGH- 

BOROUGH, HIS YOUNGER SON. 

Henry, fifth Earl of Huntingdon, eldest son of Francis Lord 
Hastings, was born at Eaton, in the county of Rutland, where his 
baptism is entered in the parish registry in the following curious 
manner : — " 1586, Mr. Henry Hastings, son and heir of Mr. Francis 
Hastings, was born on St. Mark's even, April 24, between the hours 
of ten and eleven of the clock at night. Sign. Sagit. Secund. die 
plenilunii Marte in Taurum intrato die precedente, and was chris- 
tened May 17/' From this entry may be inferred the prevalence at 
that period of the exploded doctrines of astrology. On the decease 
of his grandfather, George, the fourth Earl, December 30th, 1604, 
Henry succeeded to the family estates and honours, at the age of 
eighteen; having, the preceding year, (June 1603,) married Elizabeth, 
youngest of the three daughters and co-heirs of Ferdinando Stanley, 
Earl of Derby; " a worthy lady,'' says Burton, "descended of 
royal blood, and adorned with all the beauteous ornaments of nature 
and honourable parts." Some time after, in honour of the first visit 
of his mother-in-law, the Countess .Dowager of Derby, to Ashby 
Castle, and according to the custom of the Court and Nobility in 
those days, a splendid Mask was represented, written by Marston 
for the occasion, and entitled " The Lorde and Ladye of Hunting- 
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don s Entertainment of their right noble mother, Alice Countess 
Dowager of Derby.* 



* An outline of this unpublished Mask, as a specimen of that species of dramatic com- 
position, the performance of which was then fashionable at Court, and at the private houses 
of the nobility, and to which custom probably we are indebted for so exquisite a produc- 
tion as the " Comus" of Milton, cannot fail to be acceptable to the reader of taste. The 
MS. copy preserved, belonged to the very curious collection of the late Duke of Bridgewa^ 
ter. It begins with the following laconic dedication, which may stand as a proper counter- 
part to the prologue of the players in Hamlet. 

<< To the Right Noble Ladye Alice Countess Dowager of Darby, 

** Madam, 
^< If my slight Muse may sute your noble merit, 
My hopes are crown 'd, and I shall cheere my spirit; 
But if my weake quill droopes or seems unfitt, 
'Tis not for want of worth, but mine of wit. 

" The servant of your honor'd virtues, John Marston." 

When her Ladishipp approached the Parke comer, a full noise of cometts winded, 
and when she entered into the Parke, the treble cometts reported one to another, as givenge 
waminge of her honors neerer approach, when presently her eye was saluted with an 
antique gate, &c. 

When the Countesse came neare the gate, an olde inchauntres, attired in crimson 
velvet, with pale face, black haire, and dislykinge countenance, ajSronted her Ladishipp, 
and thus rudely saluted her : 

" Woman, Lady, Princes, Nimph, or Goddes 
(More, sure you are not, and you seeme no lesse) 
Stay, and attempt not passadg through this porte. 
Heere the pale Lord of Sadnes keeps his courte. 
Rough visag'd Saturne, on whose bloudles cheeks 
Dull Meloncholy sitts, who straightly seekes 
To sease on all that enter through this gate, &c. 
Myself, Merinna, who still waight uppon 
Pale Melancholy and Desolation," &c. 

[The whole of this speech is among the manuscripts in the British Museum, but no 
more of the Mask. I proceed, therefore, with the description in the Duke of Bridge- 
water's manuscript] 

This speach thus ended, presently Saturne yssued from forth the porte^ and anxy- 
ously behoulding the Countesse, spake thus : 
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In 1604, his Lordi^p obtained a royal grant of the office of Chief 
Forester of Leicester Forest, of which we shall quote his own ac- 
count. 



'^ Peace I stay it i8» it is, it is, eren shee, 
Hayle happy honors of nobilitye. 
Did oeFer Saturn see or nere see such, 
What shoulde I style you, &c. 

Sweete glories of your sex, know that your eyes 
Make milde the roughest planet of the skies. 
Even wee, the lorde that sitts on ebon throanes, 
Circled with sighes and discontented groanes. 
Are forc'd at your £ure presence to relent. 
At your approach all Saturn's force is spent 
Hence, solitary Beldam, sinke to nighte, 
I give up all to joye, and to delight. 
And now passe on, all-happye-making dame," &c. 

Then passed the whole troupe to the house, untill the Countesse hadd mounted the 
staires to the great chamber; on the top of which, Merinna, having chaunged her habitt 
all to white, mett her, and whilst a consorte soflely played, spake thus : 

^^ Madam, 
'* See what a chaunge the spiritt of your eyes 
Hath wrought in us," &c. 

After which the Countesse passed on to hir chamber. Then follows the Masque, pre- 
sented by four knights and four gentlemen. See. The forme wbb thus : At the approach 
of the Countesse into the greate chamber, the hoboyes played untill the roome was 
marshaled, which once ordered, a travers slyded away ; presently a cloud was seen to 
move up and downe almost to the topp of the greate chamber, upon which Cynthia was 
discovered riding; her habitt was blewe satten, fiurdly embroidered vnth starres and 
cloudes, who looking down and earnestly survaying the ladies, spake thus: 



cc 



Are not we Cjmthia, and shall earth display 
Brighter than us, and force untimely daye 
Which daring flames beames such illustrious light, 
Inforcing darkness from the daime of night 
Upp, Aryadne, thie cleare beau^ rouse, 
Thou nqrtheme crowne," &c. 
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'' King James of blessed xEiemory, February 18, in the second 
year of his Majesty's reign, granted unto Henry, now Earl of Hun- 

In the midst of this speech, Ariadne rose from thebcttom of the roorac^ mounted upon 
a cloud, which waved up untiil it came near Cynthia; where resting, Ariadne spake thus : 

^* Can thou, chaste queene^ searching Apollo's sister. 
Not know those stars that in yon valley glister. 
Is vertue strange to heayen," &c. 

After many more compliments to the ladies, Cynthia replies — 

'^ Let's visite them, and slyde from our aboade, 
Who loves not virtue, leaves to be a god. 
Sound spheares, spreade your harmonious breath. 
When mortalls shine in worth, gods grace the earth.'* 

The cloudes descend, whilste softe musique soundeth. Cynthia and Ariadne dismount 
from the clouds, and pacing up to the ladies, Cynthia perceiving Ariadne wanting her 
crowne of Starrs, speaks thus : — 

<' But where is Ariadne's wreath of Starrs, 

Her eight pure fiers that studd with goulden barrs 
Her shyning browes ? Hath sweet-tongued Mercury 
Aduanc'd his sonnes to station of the skye, 
And throan'd them in thy wreath, ftc 

Ariadne — ^^ Queene of chaste dew, they will not be coofyn'd. 

Or fyx themselves where Mercury assynde, 
But every night, upon a forrest syde. 
On which an eagle percheth, they abyde. 
And honor her, &c. 

Cynthia — << Tell them thei err, and say that wee the qpeene 

Of night's pale lampes have now the substance seene. 
Whose shadowe they adore. Goe, bring those eij 
At mighty Cynthia's summons," &c. 

Presently Ariadne sings this shorte call — 



(( 



Musique and gentle ni( 
Beauty, youthes' cheefedeEj^tcv 
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tingdon, by his patent under the Dutchy seal, the office of Chief 
Forester of Leicester Forest, fee per diem 2d. yearly, the office, of 



Pleasures all full invite 
Your due attendance to this glorious roome, 
Then yf you have or witt or vertue come, 

Ah, come ! Ah, come !" 

Suddenly, upon this songe, the comets were winded, and the travers that was drawn 
before the masquers sanke downe. The whole shewe presently appeereth, which presented 
itself in this figure : the whole body of it seemed to be the syde of a steepely assending 
woodd, on the top of which, in a fayre oak, sat a goulden eagle, under whose wings satt 
in eight severall thrones the eight masquers, with wisards like starres, then helmes like 
Mercurye's, with the addition of fayre plumes of carnation and white, then antique 
doublets and other furniture suitable to these colours, the place full of shields, lights, 
and pages, all in blew satten robes, imbrodered with starres. The masquers, thus 
discovered, satt still, untill Ariadne pronounced their invocation, at which thei de* 
scended: 

*^ Mercurian issue, sonne of sonne of Jove, 
By the Cyllenian rodd, and by the love 
Deuotely chaste you vow Pasithea, 
Descende, &c. 

And O, yf ever you were worthe the grace 
Of viewing majestic in mortalls face ; 
Yf ere to perfect worth you vow'd hart's duty. 
Shew spiritt worth your virtues and their beauty.*' 

The violins upon this played a new measure, in which the masquers danced, and 
ceasing, Cynthia spake : 



(( 



Stay a little, and now breath yee^ 

Whilst their ladies grace bequeath yee, 

Then mixe faire handes, &c. 

Cynthia charmes hence what may diqdease yee. 

From ladies that are rudely coy. 
Barring their loves from modest joy, 
From ignorant silence, and proud lookes, 
From those that aunswer out of bookes, 
I blesse the fortune of each stany knight 
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keeping the ward called the Thawyt, fee 30#. 4d. per annum ; the 
office of keeping healthy ward in the same forest 14^. per diem, 



From gallants who still court with oathes, 
From those whose only grace is cloathes, 
From bombast stockings, vile legg^makers, 
From beardes and great tobecca takers, 
I blesse the fortune of each starry dame. 

Singe that my charme may be more stronge, 
The goddes are bounde by verse and songe." 

THE SONGE. 

^^ Audatious nighte makes bold the lippe, 

Now all court chaster pleasure^ 
Whilst to Apollo's harpe you trippe, 
And tread the gracing measure. 
Now meete, now breake, then fayne a warlike salley, 
So Cynthia sports, and so the godes may dalley, &c." 

During this song, the masquers presented theire sheelds, and took forth their ladyes to 
daunce, &c. 

After they had daunced many measures, galliards, corantos, and lavaltos, the night 
being much spent, whilst the masquers prepared themselves for their departing measure, 
Cynthia spake thus : 

" Now pleasing, rest; for see the nighte, 
(Wherein pale Cynthia claimes her right,) 
Is allmost spent, the morning growes^ 
The rose and violet she strowes, 
Uppon the high coolestial floore, 
'Gainst Phcebus rise irom's parramoore. 
The Faieries that my shades pursue, 
And bath theire feete in my cold dew, 
Now leave their ringlelts and be quiett. 
Lest my brother's eye sboulde ^y it 
Then now let every gratious starr, 
Avoide at sound of Phoebus carr ; 
Into your proper place retyre. 
With bosoms full of beauties fier; 
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agistment for twelve kine, one bull, two horses, and sixteen loads of 
the firewood yearly in the same ward ; the office of Keeper of Bmned 
Lodge, (within the same forest,) with agistment for twelve kine, one 
bull, two horses, and sixteen loads of wood yearly : to have and to 
hold the said oflftces and fees during the life of the said Earl, in as 
large and ample a manner as Francis Earl of Huntingdon, Henry 
Earl of Huntingdon, and George Earl of Huntingdon, or any other, 
heretofore held the same. 

£ s. d. 

Fees yearly in money 9 2 5 

Cattle to be kept yearly, 34 51 

The wood yearly, being 32 loads . . 16 

^76 2 5 



Hence must slide the queene of floodes. 
For day begins to gilde the woodes : 
Then whilst we singe, though you departe, 
rie sweare that heere you leave your harte." 

After this, a shepherd sings, <* a passionate ditty att my lady's departure;'* he then 
presents the Countess with a scarf, and adds : 

" Farewell, farewell, 
Joy, love, peace, health. 
In you long dwell. 
With our farewell, farewell.'* 

So the Countess passed on untill she came through the little park, where Niobe pre- 
sented hir with a cabinet, and so departed. 

There is a loose sheet in the copy of the Mask, on which are written fourteen stanzas, 
of six and four verses each stanza, being appropriated to a diiBPerent lady, and exhibiting a 
compliment aryaddress to Lady Derby. The first stanza is a stanza of thanks from the Coun- 
tess herself. There is no direction in what part of the Mask these verses were to be spoken* 

The speakers are in the following order: Lady Derby; Lady Huntingdon; Lady 
Hunsdon; Lady Berckly; Lady Stanhope ; LadyCompton; Lady Fielding; Mrs. Gresby; 
Mrs. Parker; Mrs. K. Fischer; Mr. Saycheverell; Mrs. M. Fischer; Mrs. Davers; 
Mrs. F^rton* 
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Besides the killing of eighty bucks and forty does yearly, and the 
fishing of his Majesty's ponds, the pleasure and command of 
taking pheasants and partridges, the oversight and command of the 
wood, where no lord could sell any without licence. The keepers 
had over and above these former profits, granted to me, each of 
them enclosure about their houses for forty ewes and lambs a-piece, 
with the fees of their several places.'' 

On new year's day, the following year, the Earl of Huntingdon 
presented to King James 20/. in gold, for which he received the 
usual return of gilt plate. Of the ceremonial observed on occasion 
of this obsolete custom, the mention of which so often occurs in 
these annals, his Lordship gives us the annexed curious description. 

" The manner of presentynge a netv yeares guifte to his Majestie 

from the Earl of Huntingdon. 
" You must buy a new purse of about Ys. price, and put there- 
into XX. pieces of new gold of XX«. a piece, and go to the 
presence chamber, where the court is upon new yeare day, in the. 
mominge, about 8 o'clock, and deliver the purse and the gold in to 
my Lord Chamberlin ; then you must go downe to the jewell-house 
for a ticket to receive XVIH*. YId. as a guifte to your paines, and 
give \Jd. there to the box for your ticket ; then go to Sir William 
Veall's office and shew your ticket, and receive your XVIU^. YId. 
Then go to the jewel-house againe, and loake choice of a piece of 
plate of XXX. ounces weight, and marke it ; and then in the after- 
noone you may go and fetch it away, and then give the gentleman 
that deUvers it to you XL«. in gold, and give to the box there XI^. 
and to the porter VW." 

His Lordship, in a letter addressed by him, about this time, to 

p 2 



108 MEMOIRS OF 

the Earl of Shrewsbury, demands the court rolls of the manor of 
Melbourne, which had been purchased by his grandfather not long 
before his death ; and laments that the scantiness of his fortune did 
not enable him immediately to complete the payment of that estate, 
then held in trust for him by " divers of his good friends." In a 
subsequent letter to the same nobleman he apologises for not writing 
to him, ** as my Lady of Dei;by was coming into Warwickshire," 
whither he was going, but adds, " I have sent your Lordship a 
buck, though lean, yet the best I have. I hope your Lordship will 
do me the favour as to hunt in the forest, where I would have 
waited upon you if this had not prevented me.'' In 1606, a charge . 
occurs of 10/. lOs. for two barrels of gunpowder for the use of the 
town of Leicester, by command of the Earl of Huntingdon, in order 
to compel the inhabitants to desist from assembling to lay open in- 
closed ground ; and, a gibbet erected, in terrorem^ having been 
demolished by a turbulent mob, Mr. Chamberlain, then Mayor, and 
Mr. Robert Eyrick, were confined to their houses by order of the 
Earl. In token of their repentance and submission, and for the 
purpose of appeasing his Lordship's indignation, the Mayor and his 
brethren afterwards sent Mr. Hunter to Ashby with the present of a 
beautiful gelding to the younger Countess. The horse, being 
rejected, was kept at Ashby for twelve weeks, at the expense of the 
corporation, under a hope that time might beget a more favourable 
disposition, and bring about the acceptance of their peace offering. 
In the month of May, I6O8, his Lordship was appointed Lord 
Lieutenant of the county of Leicester; and, on the 28th of 
August, 1612, he carried the sword of state before King James 
into Leicester. His Majesty, in his progress through that part of 
his dominions afterwards, in 1614, was entertained, and lay at his 
Lordship's house in Leicester, where he was received with all due 
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formalities by the Mayor and Corporation. On this occasion, Mr. 
John Wincoll addressed the King in an appropriate Latin speech, 
which his Majesty heard sitting in his coach at the court gates, with 
gracious attention, and, when finished, was pleased highly to com- 
mend, giving his hand to Mr. Wincoll to kiss, after which the 
Mayor carried the mace before him up into the presence chamber. 

The following year. Earl Huntingdon, in recompence to Lady 
Zouch, his mother, for the loss of the estate of Rvington, part of 
her jointure, the settlement of which by him turned out to be void 
in law, granted annuities to his two brothers, to George 200/. 
and to Edward 100/. ; and, at the special request of her Ladyship, 
and through fraternal affection, a further sum of 200/. a year to 
George, out of the lands of Packington, in order the better to 
enable him to prosecute his study of the law, which he had chosen 
as a profession. In July, 1615, he was again appointed Lord Lieute- 
tenant of the county of Leicester, as well as that of Rutland, Gustos 
Rotulorum for Leicestershire, Steward of the duchy of Lancaster, 
and Master of the Royal Hart Hounds ; in which last capacity was 
addressed to his Lordship an elegant Latin compliment to the 
English nation on its excellent race of hounds.* In I6l6 he was one 



* The letter addressed to his Lordship on this occasion is worth copying for its 
curiosity. 

^ lUustri et praenobili Domino Henrico Hastings, Comiti Huntingdcmiffi, venatiouis 
oervinae apud serenissimum Regem Praefecto, Joannes Sigismundus, Dei grati& Marchio 
Brandenburgensis, Borussiae, Sedunonun, Pomeranise, Caersuborum, Vanda]oi*iiBi9 
Croenaeque et Camosiae, in Seiisa Dux, Burgravius Nurembergensis, Rugiaeque Prin- 
ceps, salutem benevolentissimam et officiorum nostrorum promptitudinem. 

'^ Nos, illustrissime ac generosissime Domine Comes, semper animum in illud, quomodo 
ea, quae in venatione usui sunt, eoque spectantia, nobis tum in nostris, turn etiam yicw>^ 
rum et aliorum terris comparemus, intentum habemus; ad vero cum jam temp<H*is .cancis 
nobis venatici desunt, et ex relatu multonun, (qui ob idem generositatem vestnysa sunuajft 
iaudibus efferunt,) cognovimus generositatem vestram non solum instrumentis venatoriis 
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of the peers who sat on the trial of the Earl and Countess of Somer- 
set, for the poisoning of Sir Thomas Overbury. He obtained soon 
after from^ King James a grant of lands in Leicestershire ; and pur- 
chased certain lands at Packington, which had been settled on his 
brother Captain Edward, who was then preparing to embark with 
Sir Walter Raleigh on hi& visionary and unfortunate expedition 
against the mines of Guiana, and who, in order to equip himself for 
the enterprise, made over his annuity before-mentioned to his 
brother George, in consideration of the sum of 600/. During this 
same year, he obtained a grant of free warren of his lands in Lei- 
cestershire, and, by letters patent, licence to establish two fairs 
annually within the manor of Ashby de la Zouch, and also a Court 

▼erum etiam omnibus eo pertinentibus, praesertim ejusmodi canibus satis abunde instnic- 
tum esse (quod et laudabile et gloriosum est) rogamus, si fieri potest, ne nobis aliquot 
canes ad venationem bene educatos, V. 6. qui quales optamus et volumus ex nostra a 
pedlbus cognoscet, deneget. Nos vicissim si simile vel majus quid generositas vestra desi- 
deraret atque exoptaret nequaquam recusabimus, sed cum voluntate benevolo promp- 
taque," &c. 

TRANSLATION. 



i€ 



To the illustrious and Right Honourable Lord Henry Hastings, Earl of Hunting- 
don, Keeper of the stag hounds to his Most Serene Majesty ; John Sigismuud, by the 
Grace of God, Marquis of Brandenburg, Duke of Prussia, 8cc. Burgrave of Nurem- 
berg and Prince of Rugen, presents his most benevolent greeting and ready services. 

** We, most illustrious and most generous Earl, have always taken especial care to 
procure all things necessary and pertaining to hunting, as well in our own countries, as in 
those of our neighbours, and others; and since, at this time, we stand in need of hounds, 
and have learned from many persons who have highly extolled your generosity in this 
respect, that your Excellency is abundantly furnished, not only with hunting instruments, 
but also witli all thmgs necessary for the same, especially with dogs of this species, 
(which is laudable and honourable,) we request, if the thing can be done, that your 
Excellency will not refuse us the favour of some dogs well trained to the chase, the species 
and quality of which our messengers will explain to you. We, in our turn, will by no 
means deny your Excellency any similar or greater favour, if you should desire such, but 
with a benevolent alacrity, &c. 



■v 
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of Pie Powder to be held by the Steward of the Manor on the fair 
days. 

The Corporation of Leicester, in I6l7, preparatory to another 
royal visit to Ashby, agreed to give Lord Huntingdon a yoke of fat 
oxen, worth, as it is specified, 13/. 6s. 6d. or 14/. Indeed, the visits 

« 

of the King became so frequent, and often lasted so long, that the 
enormous cost of entertaining him and his numerous followers in 
such sumptuous and magnificent style, was said to have materially 
impaired I ord Huntingdon's fortune. It was even insinuated, that 
his Majesty's covert and ungenerous purpose, in thus conferring the 
expensive honour of his compan}^ was to involve, by this means, 
the circumstances of his noble host in embarrassment, in order 
thereby to disable him from all attempt, and quell all ambition, 
after the Crown. However this may be, it is certain that James, 
and his whole Court, were frequently quartered on his Lordship for 
many days together, during which, such was the more than princely 
splendour of Ashby Castle, the dinner was always served up by 
thirty poor knights, dressed in velvet gowns and gold chains. On 
these festive occasions, it was customary for the nobiUty, residing 
within several miles round of Ashby, to repair thither, in order to 
pay their respects to the King. This homage, according to a tra* 
ditional anecdote, was omitted by Lord Stanhope, of Harrington, 
who was somewhat flighty and eccentric, and his Majesty, offended 
at this neglect, sent for him, and reproved him for lack of duty ; 
" but,'' concluded the King, " I excuse yon, for the people say 
that you are mad.'' — " I may be mad, my liege Sovereign,^' replied 
Lord Stanhope, " but I am not half so mad as my Lord Hun- 
tingdon here, who suffers himself to be worried by such a pack of 
bloodhounds/' 

In the year 1627, third of Charles the First, some serious dis- 
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agreement, attended with much animosity, occurred between the 
Earl of Huntingdon and Sir Henry Shirley, originating in conse*^ 
quence of the latter hawking on his Lordship's grounds. The un- 
handsome and injurious conduct of Sir Henry on this occasion, 
compelled the Earl to lay the circumstances of the case before Go- 
veinment, and complain against the aggressor. An investigation 
accordingly took place, and the result was soon after communicated 

■ 

to his Lordship in the following letter from the Lords of the Council : 

*' After our very hearty commendations to your Lordship, we 
perceive, by your letters, that, ui>on some cause lately fallen out, 
you think yourself to suffer much in honour until you be righted. 
We therefore have strictly examined the account tendered on your 
Lordship's behalf by Mr, Riding; as also questioned Sir Henry 
Shirley for his carriage towards you and your Deputy Lieutenants ; 
and we found reason to justify your Lordship, though perhaps^ by 
the directions you had given, the country were put to some more 
charges than the occasion of service did since require ; so for the 
disrespect given your Lordship, and the ^dighting your Deputy 
Lieutenants, by Sir Henry Shirley, we have thought fit to censure 
and punish him as the cause well deserveth : assuring your Lordship 
that both your honour and your actions, tending to advance the 
King's services, as hitherto they have done, will ever be nobly 
esteemed and preserved by us. And so we bid your Lordship very 
heartily farewell. Your Lordship's loving friends.'' 

But this unpleasant quarrel did not terminate here, being, on 
some further provocation, brought before the House of Peers, 
June 11, 1628, and again investigated, when the following pro* 
eeedings were entered on the records of the House : 
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" The Lords having examined the carriage of Sir Henry Shirley 
towards the Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Lieutenant of the county of 
Leicester, and heard what could be said on both sides, do order that 
the said Sir Henry shall stand committed during pleasure ; and that 
he shall here at the bar acknowledge his sorrow for the great offences 
he hath committed in laying aspersions and scandals upon the ho- 
nour of so noble a person and peer of this realm, as the said Earl 
of Huntingdon is ; and ask pardon of all the Lords in general for it, 
and of the Earl of Huntingdon in particular ; and promise that by 
his future carriage he will endeavour to make amends to the Lords 
in general, and to the said Earl in particular, for his former offences. 
And because divers things, tending to the dishonour of the said 
Earl were spoken by the said Sir Henry, in the hearing of many, 
their Lordships have thought it agreeable to their justice, and care 
of so noble and well deserving a member of this House as the said 
Earl is, that this much may be published by the judges, at the next 
assizes, at the borough of Leicester, that all men may know how 
clear, from the least blemish, the honour of the said Earl doth 
stand/' — " Sir Henry Shirley, prisoner in the Fleet, for scandalising 
the Earl of Huntingdon, (by order of June 7,) was this day brought 
to the bar, where he made the acknowledgment and submission 
aforesaid, which the Lords accepted of, and tiien he was with- 
drawn.** — ^^ The Earl of Huntingdon gave the Lords thanks for their 
noble care to clear his honour, and promised not to trouble the said 
Sir Henry by any other suits for the said scandals ; and desired the 
Lords that the said Sir Henry might be enlarged : all which was 
signified unto the said Sir Henry, being at the bar again, and they 
were ordered by the House, and that the publication of the submis- 
sion (ut supra) , at the next assizes, is left unto the said Eari of Hun^ 
tingdon.'' 
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Towards the latter end of the same year, the Earl of Huntingdon 
was, in like manner, honourably vindicated in the Star Chamber, 
from a similar slanderous attack made upon his character by Sir 
William Faunt, who was punished by a heavy fine. 

His Lordship, in 1630, was at thie head of a general Conunission 
of Knighthood, for the better fulfillment of the duties of which sta- 
tion 'he received a body of instructions from the Government. 

In 1634, the Corporation of Leicester, as we find it recorded, pre- 
sented the Earl of Huntingdon, his Countess, and the Countess of 
Derby, with a tierce of claret, four gallons of sack, and two sugar 
loaves of six or seven pounds a piece. 

A letter from the Lords of tiie Council, dated from Whitehall, the 
last day of June, 1638, requires his Lordship to give immediate or- 
ders to his Deputy-Lieutenants for the mustering and disciplining 
the trained bands, &c. and further directs him to make an accurate 
return thereon to the Muster-Master-General. Another letter from 
the same, dated, April 1639, and addressed jointly to the Earl and 
his son Lord Hastings, as Lord Lieutenants of the Counties of Lei- 
cester and Rutland, conveys his Majesty's express command, that 
all lieutenants of counties should reside within their several lieute- 
nancies, and oblige their deputies, for whose conduct they will be 
held responsible, to do so likewise. Such " note of preparation*' was 
ominous of the evils then brooding in the state ; and the obstinate con* 
tentions between Charles and the Parliament having at last festered 
into rebellion, the Earl of Huntingdon, at the bursting out of the disas- 
trous civil war that ensued, was one of the foremost to espouse the 
Royal cause in Leicestershire, his name being placed at the head of 
the commission of array. The' commission was accompanied by 
the following letter : 
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« Charles R. 
^^ Right trusty and right weU^beloved cousin95 and right trusty and 
welUbeloved, we greet you well. .Whereas it hath been declared by 
the votes of both Houses of Parliament, the. 15th of March last, th$it 
the kingdom hath been of late, and stil} is» in so evident and imminent 
dangw, both from enemies abroad, and a popish discontented parQr 
at home, that there is an urgent and inevitable necessity of putting 
our subjects into a posture of defence, for the safeguard both of our, 
person and people ; and that since, divers inhabitants of divers 
counties, have addressed their petitions to that purpose : And where-: 
as a small number of both Houses (after it had been rejected by. 
the Lords in a full house, and without our royal ai^sent, or thei opi- 
nion of the judges, concerning the legality thereof) have attempted^^ 
by way of ordinance, to put in execution the power of the militia, of 
the kingdom, and to dispossess many of our antient nobility of the 
command and trust reposed in them by us, and have nominated di- 
vers others, who have no interest in, nor live near to some of the 
counties to which they are nominated for the lieutenantcy, whereby 
they cannot properiy be serviceable to the counties wherewith they 
are entrusted, nor our people receive that content and 3ecurity 
which we desire they should : to submit to the execution of which 
power by the Ordinance, without it were reduced into a law by act 
of parliament established by our royal assent, were to introduce and 
expose our subjects to a mere arbitrary government, which, by 
God's grace, we shall never permit : We, therefore, considering 
that, by the laws of the realm, it belongeth solely to us to order and 
govern the militia of the kingdom, have thereupon by our procla- 
mation of the 27th of May last, prohibited all manner of persons 
whatsoever, upon their allegiance, to muster, levy, or summon, upon 
any warrant, order, or ordinance, from one or both Houses of Paji:- 

Q 2 
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liament, whereunto we have not, or shall not give our express con- 
sent, any of the trained bands, or other officers, without express 
warrant under our hands, or warrant from our sheriff of the county, 
grounded upon a particular writ to that purpose under our great 
seal : And considering, that in antient time, the militia of the 
kingdom was ever disposed of by commissions of array, and that by 
a particular statute upon record in the Tower, made in the fifth 
year of Henry the Fourth, by full consent of the prelates, earls, 
barons, and commons, and at their suit, and by the advice and opi- 
nion of the judges then had, such commissions were mitigated in 
respect of some clauses perilous to the commissions, and approved 
of for the time to come ; and that by the subsequent records, it ap- 
peareth, that all our royal predecessors have continually exercised that 
power by such commissions, till of late time they have been discon- 
tinued by the grants of particular commissions of lieutenancy, little 
differing in substance from the said conunissions of array, against 
which it seems the Houses have taken some exception. And though 
we are no way satisfied of the illegality of them, our counsel being 
never heard in the defence thereof, yet being willing to avoid all 
exceptions at present, we have thought fit to refer it to that antient 
legal way of disposing the power of the militia by such commissions 
of array for the defence of us, our kingdom, and our country ; au* 
thorizing you, or any three of you, or any three or more of you, to 
array and train our people, and to apportion and assess such per- 
sons as have estates, and are not able to bear arms, to find arms for 
other men, in a reasonable and moderate proportion, and conduct 
them so arrayed, as well to the coast as other places, for the oppo- 
sition and destruction of our enemies in case of danger, as to your 
discretions, or any three or more of you, shall seem meet : whereof 
you, Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, and in your absence, William, 
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Earl of Devon, or Henry Hastings, Esq. to be one : and being both 
confident, in a great measure, of the loyal affections of our people, 
and rery tender to bring any unnecessary burthen or charge on 
them by augmenting the number of the trained bands, we do, for 
the present, only require, that you forthwith cause to be mustered 
and trained all the antiebt trained bands, and freehold bands of the 
county, carefully seeing that they be supplied with able and suffi- 
cient persons, and completely armed, unless you find that there be 
just cause, and that it shall be with the good liking of the inha- 
bitants, for their own better security, to make any increase of their 
numbers; and over such bands to appoint and set such colonels, 
captains, and officers, as you shall think most fit for the discharge 
of that service, being such persons as have considerable interest in 
the county, and not strangers ; and in case of any opposition, you 
are to raise the power of the county to suppress it, and to commit 
all such persons as shall be rebellious herein into the custody of the 
sheriff, whose care and assistance we especially require, and that he 
shall, from time to time, issue forth such warrants for the assembling 
of our people, at such times and places, as by you shall be agreed 
on, according to the trust reposed in him by our said commission. 
And we have authorized you our Commissioners, or any three of you, 
after such array made from time to time, to train and take musters of 
our said bands, and to provide beavers and other necessaries for. the 
better exercising of our people, and discovery of sudden invasions 
and commotions. All of which your proceedings herein, we expect 
a speedy and plenary account, according to the trust reposed in 
you, and authority given you by our commission on that behalf, 

" Given at our Court at York, the 12th day of June, in the 
eighteenth year of our reign, 1642.'* 

The infirmities of age, however, now rendered Lord Huntingdon 
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incapable of those active exertions which his zeal prompted, and 
admonished him to retire. But his place was amply supplied by the 
services of his two sons, and particularly by those of Henry the 
youngest, whose ardent spirit and military genius shone conspi* 
cuous, as will presentiy be seen. His Lordship was, not long after, 
removed from the scenes of civil strife and bloodshed, which then 
disgraced and desolated his country. He died on the 14th of No* 
vember, 1643, at Ashby, where he lies buried with his ancestors, 
and near his wife, Lady Elizabeth, who departed this life, in the 
White Friars, London, more than ten years before her husband, 
namely, on the 20th of January, 1633. The character of this ami- 
able and excellent lady is beautifully epitomized in the following 
Epitaph written for her by the celebrated Lord Falkland, " ^om 
every man of his time was proud to praise :'' 

^^ The chief perfectioii of both sexes join*d, 
With neither vice nor vanity combined ; 
Of this our age, the wonder, love, and care, 
Th' example of the following, and despair; 
Such beauty ! that from all hearts love must flow, 
Such majesty ! that none durst tell her so. 
A wisdom of so large and potent sway, 
Rome's Senate might have wished, her Conclave may; 
Which did to earthly thoughts so seldom bow. 
Alive, she scarce was less in heaven than now. 
So void of the least pride, to her alone 
These radiant excellencies seemed unknown. 
Such worth there tvas: but let thy grief appear. 
Reader ! there is not — Huntingdon lies here ! 

<< By him who says what he saw, Falklakd." 

At her funeral a sermon was preached, which was afterwards pub- 
lished, with a neat print of her Ladyship in front, engraved by 
J. Payne. Mr. Granger makes mention of a portrait of her by 
Marshall, inscribed, '^ Eliz. nuper Camitma Huntingdon^* with two 
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angels holding a coronet over her head ; and he also notices a stnail 
oval print of the Earl, by Hollar. In the town-hall of Leicester, there 
is a portrait of his Lordship, representing him dressed in his robes, 
collar, and ribbon of the Garter, with a black cap, large ruff, and a 
pointed beard. His right hand bears a white wand, and above the 
figure is a pannel, on which is inscribed a list of his numerous gifts 
to the corporation. The following undated letter, written about the 
year 16 10, by Lady Elizabeth to her husband, is worth preserving 
for its simple style of expression, and the endearing sincerity of af- 
fection which it breathes. Some of my readers may, perhaps, be 
mischievous enough to discover, that the postscript tends to verify 
a saying still extant concerning that interesting portion of a woman^s 
letter. 

" Deare Sweet Hearte, 
" I prayes God wee came very well hither, and aboute forr a'clock: 
the waters wear deepe and not passable at Bellgrave, wherfor Mr. 
Ry dings guyded us another waye over St. Sunday e*s bridge. Your 
much love and care of mee makes mee trouble you with my passage 
hither : God willing, I will be in the coache to-morrow by seaven 
a'cloke, for tis a long journey. Your mayrs goe very well, and the 
chariot-may er I will sende backe as you appointed. I will from hence 
wryte to my La. Graye your excuse and my owne ; my Lo. is gone to 
my La. Sherwood s, butt his eldest sonn fell sicke and stayed my 
La.*s joumeye. Newse I know non. Mr. Rydings will wayte on you. 
Badger purposed before I came to coum to Don to-morrow or next 
day, and I wishe you any companey till I coum to foole up and suplye 
ther rooms. I beseech God send you health, and send us a happy 
meetinge. Indeede I shall wishe myself with you much sooner than 
I can coum ; and to hastne my comming I will loose noe tyme : I 
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will make it mayny dayes sooner downe, rather than staye, should the 
weather bee ill, after I have dun my business ; and I hope in God I 
shall be sooner backe than you expect mee, and as longe as I have 
lyflfe, I will pray for yours ; and ever reste your most afiectionat 
wyffe till death, 

" E. Huntingdon/' 

*^ As soone as I have supte, God willing I will to bed ; and wishe 
3rou ther, and in your owne bed agayne, with as much ease as I use 
to walke betweene my little cabbin and yours. 

" Sir J. Rad remembers his service to you; he brings Nell to 
Northampton. I take S. Hoik soe farr.'' 

By this Lady, Earl Henry left two sons, Ferdinando, sixth Earl, 
and Henry afterwards created Baron Loughborough; and two 
daughters, Alice, married to Sir Gervaise Clifton, of Cliftx>n, in Not- 
tinghamshire, K. B. and Bart., and Elizabeth, espoused to Sir Hugh 
Calveley, of Lea, in the county of Chester, Knt. 

Henry, the younger son, on whom the degree of Doctor of the 
Civil Law was conferred, was one of the original Commissioners of 
array for the county of Leicester, and signalised himself from the 
commencement of the unfortunate struggles of those times, by his 
undaunted bravery, military conduct, and indefatigable zeal, in sup- 
port of the King's authority. He strenuously opposed the ordinance 
of the House of Commons concerning the militia, for which he was 
summoned by that assembly as a delinquent. When his Majesty 
visited Leicester in 1642, he was made High Sheriff, purposely, as 
Clarendon informs us, ** to contain the county within tlie limits of 
their duty by the power of that office, as well as by the interest and 
relation of his family.'' At the first general engagement which took 
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place between the Rojral and Parliamentary forces at Edge Hill, he 

gallantly charged the enemy at the head of a fine troop of horse 
raised by himself. After the subsequent advance of the King's ar- 
my to Oxford, and his Majesty having fixed his quarters there, *^ Co- 
lonel Hastings,'' says the historian just quoted, ^^ with his own troop 
of horse only, and some officers, which he easily gathered together, 
went with a commission into Leicestershire of Colonel-General of 
that county, and fixed himself at Ashby de la Zouch, the house of 
the Earl of Huntingdon, his father, who was then living, which he 
presently fortified, and in a very short time, by his interest there, 
raised so good a party of horse and foot, that he maintained many 
skirmishes with the Lord Grey (son to the Earl of Stamford) who 
had the command of the county under Parliament, and garrisoned 
the town of Leicester ; the King's service being the more advanced 
by the notable animosities of the two families of Huntingdon and 
Stamford, between whom the county was divided passionately 
enough without any other quarrel. And now the sons fought the 
public quarrel with their private spirit and indignation^ ^ But the 
King had the advantage in his champion, the Lord Grey being a 
young man of no eminent parts, and only backed with the credit and 
authority of Parliament: whereas Colonel Hastings, though a 
younger brother, by his personal reputation, had supported his fa- 
mily ; and by the interest of it, and the affection that people bore to 
him, brought, no doubt, an addition of power to the very cause. In- 
somuch as he not only defended himself against the forces of the 
Parliament in Leicestershire, but disquieted Sir John Gell, in Der- 
byshire, and fixed some convenient garrisons in Staffordshire/' Not- 
withstanding the power and vigilance of the enemy in sundry parts 
along the route, he succeeded in conducting the Queen in safety 
from Yorkshire, where she landed, to the King^s quarters at Oxford. 
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He was aflOTwards constituted General of all the forces raised for the 
service of bis Majesty in the counties of lioicester, Derbyy Notting^ 
ham, lincoln, Rutland, and Stafford; and in iiirther consideration of 
his inflexible loyalty, and eminent service!;, y/^^ by letters patent, 
dated October^ 29, 1643, created Baron of Loughborough,' in the 
county of Leicester, to him and the heirs male of his body. While 
these things were going forward on the oAe blind, the House of Com- 
mend, on the other, successively denounced' him as a delinquent, inl- 
peached him, with Sir Henry HalfCNrd and others, of high treason, 
and voted a proclamation for his appearance on a certain day. In 
the House of Lords abo, he was accused, together with the Mar- 
quis of Hertford, and the Earl of Northampton, of high treason, for 
levying war against the authority of the Parliament, or, as, to colour 
over their usurpation, it was speciously termed, ^^ against the King 
and kingdom/' Pursuant to theee measures, a messenger dispatched 
from both houses arrested him in Leicester, but he was rescued by 
his followers. 

His Majesty was an inmate at Ashby Castle some days previous 
to his attack on Leicester, and, after the storming and capture of 
that place, appointed Lord Loughborough Governor of the garrison. 
The royal guest had occasion, unfortunately too soon, to repeat his 
visit. The disastrous and decisive battle of Naseby, which extin- 
guished the hopes of the King's party, was fought shortly after, on 
Saturday the 14th of June, and his Majesty passed the night df that 
fatal day at Ashby. ^^ Towards night,"' says one of the fugitives, 
describing the flight, ** on that dismal Saturday we marched (for 
we had left off running) to Ashby/' Next morning the King de- 
parted thence for Litchfield on his retreat to Wales. On the subse- 
quent surrender of Leicester to the victorious Parliamentary forces 
under Sir Thomas Fairfax, Lord Loughborough returned to Ashby, 
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which was tpeedily.inyested by a strong body detached from Sir 
Thomas's army, and closely besieged for several months. During 
this siege, his Lordship's little band was at one time reduced by sick- 
ness to sixty men, but a seasonable reinforcement of six hundred of 
the King's troops having succeeded in joining him about that 
juncture, he was enabled to prolong the defence of his fortress. Such 
was the rigour of thie assailants, that Thomas Davenport, of 
Hinckley, was fined 20/. for selling wine for the use of the besieged 
party. The garrison, mean time, animated with the spirit of their 
gallant leader, made several brilliant and successful sallies. .But, on 
the 7th of February, a formidable detachment of cavalry from Lei^ 
cester surprised the centinels by nighty passed the turnpike, broke 
the chain, and, entering the town, carried o£f one hundred horses 
with much piUage. A loss so disheartening to men already exhausted 
by fatigue and warfare, and with very limited and precarious sup-* 
plies, disposed his Lordship to accept terms of capitulation. The 
annexed articles for the surrender of this *^ maiden garrison," so 
styled because it never was actually conquered, were soon after 
drawn up, and transmitted to Parliament for its sanction. After a 
debate on die question, whether the sequestrations specified in the 
8th article should be removed, they were agreed to, and finally rati* 
fied by the parties, (»the 28th of February, 1645, nearly nine months 
from the time the siege began. 

"Articles for the rendition of the King's garrison of Ashby Castle^ 
inade between CcJonel-G^eral Hastings (Lord Loughborough) and 
Colonel Needham, Governor of Leicester, for the Parliament, dated 
the last day of Febraary, 1645. 

'^ L Imprimis, that all the officers and souldiers now at Ashby, and 
under the c(Mmaand of Colonell-Generall Hastings, and that are over 
and Above the number hereafter specified, shall upon Monday next^ 
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after the signing hereof (being the second day of March), depart and 
quit the garrison, and march away without further stay or continu- 
ance there. 

" 2. Item,That upon the Tuesday following, Colonell-Generall Hast- 
ings shall begin to sleight the works and fortifications of the town 
and garrison of Ashby, and to that end, shaU endeavour and procure 
assistance from the countrie, as well as receive all such as be sent to 
that purpose, and not forbear untill the whole be sleighted and un- 
fortifyed. 

" 3. Item, That at the end of three months hereafter specifyed, Colo- 
nelk-Generall Hastings shall deliver up Ashby-house itself, being now 
a garrison of the King's, into the hands of his brother the Earl of 
Huntingdon. 

*^ 4. Item, That upon signing these articles, all prisoners of this 
countie whatsoever, to be set at libertie, and to have ticketts to go 
home. 

'^ 5. Item, That sufficient hostages (and such as shall be thought fit 
by Colonell Needham) be given for the safe return of any convoy 
that shall be granted by him. 

" 6. Item, That Colonell-Generall Hastings, with his officers, gentle- 
men, and souldiers, shall have libertie (if they please) to march away 
to Bridgenorth, or Worcester, with their horses, armes, and ammuni- 
tion, bagg and baggage, trumpets sounding, drums beating, colours 
flying, matches lighted in both ends, muskets loaded, one brass gun, 
and a case of sacks in boxes, and have sufficient carriage allowed 
them, and six days libertie for their passage. 

^* 7* Item, That Colonell-Generall Hastings, his officers, and gentle- 
men, and also all manner of persons, as well souldiers as others, and 
that are members of that garrison, and now belonging to it, shall 
have libertie to lay down their armes^and have protections to live at 
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home, if they please, they submitting to all ordinahces of par- 
liament. 

" 8. Item, That all the sequestrations of Colonell-Generall Hastings, 
the Earl of Huntingdon, and Colonel Perky ns (Governor of Ashby- 
house) be taken off upon the sleighting of Ashby garrison. 

" 9 Item, That Sir Richard Skefiington, and Colonel Needham, 
shall have liberty and power to compound for the estates of such 
officers and gentlemen as are expressed in the list given in ; whether of 
Leicester, Derby, Stafford, Nottingham, or Warwickshire, or so many 
of them as shaU think fit to compound with them for their estates. 

*^ 10. Item, Colonell-Generall Hastings,with the said gentlemen and 
their servants that desire to stay with him, not exceeding the number 
of one hundred, may have free libertie to stay at Ashby, for three 
months after the signing of these articles, and not to be molested 
during the said term for any debts or engagements, or otherwise, by 
any of the Parliamentary party, they doing nathing prejudiciall to 
the Parliament. 

*^ 11. Item, That Colonell-Generall Hastings, and the said gentle^ 
men, with their servants and horses, not exceeding in number of 
horses one hundred and fiftie, shall have a sufficient convoye and passe 
to Hull or Bristoll ; and therefrom, by order of Parliament, to have 
a shipp provided to transport them either to France or Holland, 
whether they please. 

" H. Loughborough, John Needham/'' 

Notwithstanding the facilities provided by the concluding stipula- 
tion for his Lordship to depart the kingdom, and a special pass, 
granted, in May 1646, to him and his relative. Sir Aston Cockayne, 
to go beyond the seas, we find he still remained in the country, and 
continued strenuously to support the cause he had espoused. At the 
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siege of Colchester, during what was called the second war, when 
the famished garrison had eaten most of their horses, he was eminently 
ttsefiil in the distribution of provisions, to which he gave his unwea- 
ried attention for a long time. An order of the Conmions was made 
November the 10th, 1648, that seven of the persons that had been in 
the late engagements against the Parliament, from January the 1st, 
1647, should be banished, and that Lord Loughborough should be 
one ; but this vote was revoked on the 13th of December following, ^^as 
destructive to the peace and quiet, and derogatory to the justice of 
the kingdom/' The command of Ashby de la Zouch was given by 
the Parliament, about this time, to Thomas Lord Grey, who was 
ordered to provide for the securing, and safe keeping, the Duke of 
Hamilton a prisoner there. Shortly after, a Committee of the Com- 
mons, appointed to consider of all the fortresses of the kingdom, 
came to a resolution that Ashby de la Zouch should be forthwith 
demolished, and that James Earl of Cambridge, then a prisoner in 
the castle, for high treason, should he removed to Windsor. Con- 
formably to this decision, the Committee, then sitting at Leicester, 
deputed some members to view the place, and several persons were 
employed to undermine and demolish the fortifications. Thus, with 
the downfall of the monarchy and the royal cause, fell this ancient and 
venerable structure, which during that perilous and troubled period 
of English History, and while in possession of the noble, brave, and 
loyal owners, served as a place of refuge to several eminent and 
pious divines, as well as many other adherents of the unfortunate 
Charies. * 

^ After this erent, the Earl of Huntiiigdoii, having fixed his abode at Donnington Fkrk, 
was the less anxious to keep in repair the habitable part of his family mansion. Some 
considerable walls, however, still remain ; and the different parts of the old building, with 
the ^Nicious cellars, and subterraneous drains and passages, may readily be distmguished. 
On the highest finagment, under a rich arch, are still the aims of Hastings, wiiipb are also 
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In the dispenion, prosecution, and : exile of the King's friends 
which now foUowedi Lord Loughborough was, as may be supposed, 
a conspicuous sufferer. He was for some time a prisoner, but afiter« 
wards effected his escape to the Continent, where he remained iii 
obscurity and exile during the greater part of the intenregmmu 
After the restoration we again find him on the public stage, and en? 
joying the well-earned confidence of his sovereign. On the. 5th of 
January, 1660, he was appointed Lord Lieutenant of LeicesterT 
shire ; and, in 1664, his residence being then an old mansion in. the 

vUible in several of the ruins; but it is rather remarkable that there is no ivy on the 
walls, which are built of the fiurest and clearest ashler stone, admirably fitted together an4 
cemented Behind the castle, to the nortbi are two cavities, parallelogram, like ponds; and 
at the north-east comer of the garden is a hexagon brick summer-h&use^ with a circular 
stair*^»se and a stone door-way, joined by an outer terrace to another, which stretches over 
to a second terrace, and is of brick, four-aidedj round and square. Among the topogca» 
phical prints collected by Dr. Combe, is a north view in the old palace of Ashby de la 
Zouch, something in Place's manner. Buck engraved, in 1780, south and north views of this 
castle. Views of it were also published by Grose^ Sparrow, and Godfrey, in 1759 ; and 
in 1786, two small, but accurate etchings, (one of them a view within the great court of 
the castle,) by Mr. Carter, one of the first architectural draughtsmen of the present age. 
Another south view was engraved, in 1791, by Mr. Walker. 

*< I shall not," says the ingenious artist, Mr. Carter^ ^^ enter into the causes which have 
reduced this once splendid pile of buildings to their present state of ruin and curtailment, 
but confine myself to a few slight remarks on some of its principal remains. 

*^ This castle in its dimensions seems to have known no bounds, either in the lines of 
arrangement, or in the altitude of the several stories. We can in particular trace out the 
great hall, kitchen, various chambers of state, the chapel, 8cc. wherein are found, in good 
preservation, rich door-ways, chimney-pieces, arms, devices, and other ornamental accom- 
paniments, all which serve to show that this castle must have once vied, if not surpassed, all 
its castellated competitors for architectural fame that this country has produced. And 
yet do not these sentiments take possession of our imaginations when engaged in the like 
survey of any other of our ancient lordly abodes? How is it possible then to confine the 
meed of praise, since all these towering glories have alike claim for wonder and commen- 
dation. How endless must have been the track of journeying round the land in former 
times, that brought to view such proud scenes of array and triumph, and of hospitable 
reception. Enthusiasm must then have been one general impulse, inspiring each ardent 
soul to run the road of glory in law, in arts, in honour, and in arms." 
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parish of Laj^beth, still called Loughborough House, he obtained 
an Act of Parliament, ^^ to make the river and sewer navigable 
from or near Brixton Causeway, in the County of Surrey, into the 
river Thames/' But the life and services of this brave and indefati- 
gable nobleman were now approaching to a close, impaired as his 
health had been by the fatigues and dangers of miUtary Ufe and the 
vicissitudes of fortune. In 1665 he made his will, by which, after 
providing for the pa3rment of all his debts, and some legacies, he 
bequeathed the residue of his property to his brother Theophilus, 
Earl of Huntingdon ; and, in the month of January the following 
year, died at London, unmarried. His remains were buried in the 
Collegiate Chapel of St. George, within the Castle of Windsor, in 
the aisle on the north side of the choir, not far from the grave of 
his illustrious ancestor, William Lord Hastings. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



OF FEEDINANDO, SIXTH EARL OF HUNTINGDON, ELDEST SON OP HENRY, 

THE FIFTH EARL. 

FERDINANDO, sixth Earl of Huntingdon, heir and successor 
of Henry the fifth Earl, was bom at Ashby, January 11th, 1608. 
In March, 1627, he was returned to serve in Parliament for the 
county of Leicester, and two years after was joined with Jbis father 
in the Lieutenancy of the counties of Leicester and Rutland. By 
indenture, dated May, 1638, he and his brother Henry, in conside- 
ration of the sum of 4,500/. granted, to John Earl of Bridgewater 
and Thomas Davies, a moiety of the rectory of Mould, otherwise 
Mouldesdale, in Flintshire. On the 13th of November, 1641, his 
father being then still living, he had summons to ParUament 
amongst the barons of the realm ; and in 1643 he succeeded to the 
family honours. He married Lucy, daughter and sole heir to Sir 
John Davys, of Englefield, Berks, Knt. (Premier Serjeant at Law 
to James the First, and Charles the First, as also Solicitor, and after- 
wards Attorney General in Ireland, and finally Lord Chief Justice 
of the King's Bench,) by his wife. Lady Eleanor, youngest daugh- 
ter of George Lord Audley, Earl of Castlehaven, and, settling at 
Donnington Park, had by her four sons; Henry, John, Ferdinando, 
and Theophilus, bom after the decease of his three brothers ; and 
likewise six daughters, Alice, Eleanor, both of whom died young ; 
Elizabeth, married to Sir James Laughan^ of Cottesbroke, in Netting- 

s 




180 MEMOIRS OF 

hamshire, Bart, being his second wife, and dying without issue ; 
Lucy, who died unmarried ; Mary, espoused to Sir William Joliflfe, 
of Caverswell Castle in Staffordshire, Knt. ; and lastly Christiana. 

Of the sons, John, the second, died an infant in December, 1639. 
Ferdinando, the third son, died May 8, 1647, in his tenth year, and 
was buried at Ashby, where his father erected a suitable monument 
to his memory. The following epitaph is inscribed on a table of 
black marble, with a compartment of alabaster gilt, in the upper 
part a buffalo's head, with a ducal coronet about the neck ; in the 
lower, Argent, a maunch sable. 

^^ In Memoriam vere nobilis 
Ferdinando Hastings filii 

Tertii Honorandissimi 

Ferdinandi Comitis Hun- 

tingdoniee qui Hanc Vitam 

Mutavit Anno Nono ^tatis sum 

Anno Dom. 1647. Octavo Mail. r 

Ferdinando Hastings. 

Of God he stands in fear, 

' Is of his name 

The anagram: 

So of his pious mind 

The happy character." 

The loss of two sons, it may be conceived, was sufficiently dis- 
tressing to a parent's feelings, but a still severer trial was reserved 
for them. Little more than two years after, on the 24th of June, 
1649) Lord Henry, the eldest son, just in the flower bf youth, and 
the love and admiration of all who knew him, was also cut off. He 
died of the small-pox, in his twentieth year, under the additional 
grief to his parents of his being then an only son, and, for a climax 
of affliction, on the very eve of his nuptials. The premature death of 

is amiable young nobleman, who, to the sweetest disposition^ and 
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the most polished manners, added great proficiency in literature 
and a promise of uncommon talents, was a subject of universal 
lamentation and sjrmpathy. Several of the most distinguished 
characters of that period, whether for worth, abilities, or elevated 
rank, joined the homage of their regrets, and paid ^^ the meed of 
a melodious tear"' to his Lordship's memory. Nearly an himdred 
elegiac poems were composed on the melancholy occasion, and 
afterwards published under the title of '' Lachrymae Musarum ; the 
Tears of the Muses ; expressed in Elegies written by divers Persona 
of Nobility and Worth, upon the Death of the most hopeful Henry, 
Lord Hastings, only Son of the Right Honourable Ferdinando 
Earl of Huntingdon, Heir-general to the high-bom Prince George, 
Duke of Clarence, Brother to King Edward the Fourth : collected 
and set forth by R. B. 1649/' Among the eminent names, contri- 
butors to this collection, we find Lord Falkland, Dryden, Marvel, 
Herrick, Denham, the Honourable Ralph Montagu, and many 
others who emulated each other in celebrating the virtues of the 
deceased, and enshrining his character in immortal verse. A few 
select flowers, transplanted from this funereal garland of the Muses, 
cannot be deemed exotics here. 

The following epitaphs were proposed : 

^* Here lies the age's paramount, the store 

Of Albion's shame, because it mourns no more, 

And since the &te is so, if for his fall 

We cannot weep enough, our children shaU." J. Rossz. 

•• Tread off, profaner feet! forbear 

To press this hallowed mould, where lies 
Firm virtue's and high honour's heir, 

The darling of the courteous skies, 
Who, by rare parts, the flight of fame 
In life outwent ; in death his name." Thomas Bancroft. 

s 2 
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^^ Three royal Henries, sprung from Huntingdon^ 
We saw alive: the first and last are gone 
Bright saints to heaven^ above all fimcy'd spheres. 
To meet their sovereign in that House of Peers* 
The third* God's hand by wonder hath preserved. 
In whom their honour trebly is reserved* 
So Sybil's books consumed, the last contains 
Their precious truths, and treble value gains. 
Howe'er we sadly mourn, his nephew's fate 
Makes widowed England still more desolate. 
Oh, never such a son to parent's mind ! 
Oh, never subject loyaller inclined ! 
Oh, none more pious, none more man, so soon 
Ripe for his set, ere raised to half his noon« 
That mightier hand that stopped the mighty sun. 
Canst thou his circle sooner make him run ? 
A varied fever had surprised his head. 
And death ensued when royal blood he bled ; 
Bodies live not when head and heart decays. 
Where all their veins are right Basilicas ; 
The fountain dried, how should the channel run ? 
Good night to stars when darkened is the sun. 
Thus royal, loyal, leam'd, lov'd Hastings lies, 
All good men's loss, to saints a glorious prize." 

Thomas Pestellus, filius. 

Upon the Death of Lord Hastings^ by Dry den, 

^^ Must noble Hastings immaturely die^ 
The honour of his ancient family. 
Beauty and learning thus together meet. 
To bring a winding for a wedding sheet? 
Must virtue prove death's harbinger ? must she. 
With him expiring, feel mortality ? 
Is death, sin's wages, grace's now? shall art 
Make us more learned, only to depart? 
If merit be disease; if virtue death; 
To be good, not to be ; who'd then bequeath 
Himself to discipline? who'd not esteem 
Labour a crime ? study self-^mmrther deem ? 



* Heniy, Lord Loughboroagfa. 
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Our noble ypu|h.now have pretence to be 

Dunces securely, ignorant healdiMly. 

Rare linguistf whose wprth speaks itself whose praise 

Though not his own» i^U tongues besides do raise : 

Than whom great Alexander miay seem less; 

Who conquer'd mens but not their languages* 

In his mouth nations spake; his tongue might be 

Interpreter to Greece, France, Italy. 

His native soil Was the four parts o' the earth ; 

All Europe was too narrow for his birth. 

A young apostle; and, with reverence may 

I speak % inspir'd with gift of tongues, as they. 

Nature gave him, a child, what men in vain 

Oft strive, by art though furthered, to obtain. 

His body was an orb, his sublime soul 

Did move on virtue's and on learning's pole : 

Whose regular motions better to our view. 

Than Archimedes' sphere, the heavens did shew. 

Graces and virtues, languages and arts. 

Beauty and learning, fiU'd up all the parts. 

Heaven's gifts, which do like falling stars appear 

Scatter'd in others ; all, as in their sphere. 

Were fix'd, conglobate in his soul : and thence 

Shone through his body, with sweet influence; 

Letting their glories so on each limb fall. 

The whole frame rendered was celestial. 

Come, learned Ptolemy, and trial make. 

If thou this hero's altitude cans't take: 

But that transcends thy skill ; thrice happy all. 

Could we but prove thus astronomical. 

Liv'd Tycho now, struck with this ray, which shone 

More bright i' the mom', than others beam at noon, 

He'd take his astrolabe, and seek out here 

What new star 'twas did gild our hemisphere. 

Keplenish'd then with such rare gifts as these. 

Where was room left for such a foul disease? 

The nation's sin hath drawn that veil, which shrouds 

Our day-spring in so sad benighting clouds. 

Heaven would no longer trust its pledge; but thus 

Recall'd it ; rapt its Ganymede from us. 

Was there no milder way but the small<^x, 

The very filthiness of Pandora'^ box ? 
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So many spots, like nasves on Venus* soil. 

One jewel set off with so many a foil; 

Blisters with pride swell'd, which through's flesh did sprout 

Like rose-buds, stuck i' the lilly skin about* 

Each little pimple had a tear in it, 

To wail the fistult its rising did commit: 

Which, rebel like, with its own lord at strife, 

Thus made an insurrection 'gainst his life. 

Or were these gems sent to adorn his skin. 

The cabinet of a richer soul within ? 

No comet need foretel his change drew on. 

Whose corpse might seem a constellation. 

O ! had he died of old, how great a strife 

Had been, who from his death should draw their life? 

Who should, by one rich draught, become whatever 

Seneca, Cato, Numa, Csesar, were? 

Leam'd, virtuous, pious, great; and have by this 

An universal metempsychosis. 

Must all these aged sires in one funeral 

Expire? all die in one so young, so small ? 

Who, had he liv'd his life out, his great fame 

Had swol'n 'bove any Greek or Roman name. 

But hasty winter, with one blast, hath brought 

The hopes of autumn, summer, spring, to nought 

Thus fades the oak i' the ^rig, i' the blade the com. 

Thus without young, this Phoenix dies, new bom. 

Must then old three-legg'd grey-beards with their gout^ 

Catarrhs, rheums, aches, live three ages out? 

Time's offals^ only fit for the hospital ! 

Or to hang antiquaries' rooms withal I 

Must drunkards, lechers, q)ent with sinning, live 

With such helps as broths, possets, physic give? 

None live, but such as should die ? shall we meet 

With none but ghostly &thers in the street ? 

Grief makes me rail; sorrow will force its way; 

And show'rs of tears tempestuous sighs best lay. 

The tongue may fail ; but overflowing eyes 

Will weep out lasting streams of elegies. 

** But thou, O virgin-widow, left alone^ 

Now thy belov'd, heaven-ravish'd spouse is gone, 
Whose skilful sire in Tain strove to apply 
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Med'cines, when thy bahn was no remedy. 
With greater than Platonic love, O wed 
His soul, though not his body, to thy bed : 
Let that make thee a mother; bring thou forth 
The ideas of his virtue, knowledge, worth; 
Transcribe the original in new copies; give 
Hastings o' the better part : so shall he live 
In's nobler half; and the great grandsire be 
Of an heroic divine progeny : 
An issue, which to eternity shall last, 
Yet but the irradiations which he cast. 
Erect no mausoleums : for his best 
Monument is his spouse's marble breast*'' 

Not long after the death of this so much lamented yomig noble- 
man his afflicted parents were blest by Providence with another son, 
Theophilus, who inherited the title, and was seventh Earl. 

Succeeding to the earldom, at a period when the civil war was 
raging in its utmost fury, Earl Ferdinando was exposed to the per- 
secution of the parliamentary faction, the more especially from the 
known loyalty and devotion of all his family to the royal cause. 
That he experienced a considerable share of the hardships inflicted 
by the usurping party, after they had got the upper hand, appears 
by a petition, which he presented to the Lords, November 4, 1645, 
setting forth, " That he continued his attendance upon the Parlia-» 
ment a year after the loss of his estate in Ireland, till he could no 
longer subsist in London, and then, with the leave of the House, he 
returned into the country to his mansion at Donnington Park, 
where he remained during his father's life, in whose life-time Ashby 
de la Zouch was made a garrison ; but, after his father's decease, 
by reason of the uncivil carriage of Captain Hotham's soldiers, who 
took him prisoner, and carried him to Nottingham, he was forced 
for his security to go to Ashby, where he continued, in which time 
of his continuance he neither took arms, nor gave contribution, nor 
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joined to their councils or commissions ; and, though he was divers 
times sent for to Oxford, never went, in which time of his abode at 
Ashby the Committee at Leicester sequestered his estate, which, in 
respect of the premises, he hopeth their Lordships will be pleased 
to free, because he hath lost in Ireland near 1000/. a-year, and that 
which he hath in England being subject to armies, and Ashby, by 
reason of the garrison, useless to him ; and the whole estate (making 
no deductions for taxes) not amounting to 900/. a-year ; and con- 
sidering his great charge of seven children unbronght up, and im- 
provided for; besides for his degree there are some thousand 
pounds debts, whereimto he fell in his father's time, his lands being 
so entailed, that if he should die all are alike to suffer ; therefore he 
desires that his sequestration may be taken off his estate/' This petition 
was recommended to the consideration of the House of Commons. 

Judging from this representation of his conduct, furnished by 
himself, his Lordship appears to have assumed rather a neutral and 
pacific attitude between the contending parties. Accordingly we 
hear litde more of him in public life till 1653 ; in the November of 
which year it was provided, in an act then passed to enable him to 
sell some lands for the payment of his own debts and his father's, 
and to restrain him from making leases of other lands to the preju- 
dice of his issue, that, from September the 30th of that year, he 
should stand seized, in fee simple, of the manor of Loughborough, 
with all its appurtenances of Bowden Wood, and of Alton Grange, 
with full power and authority to dispose of the same for the liquidation 
of his debts. Connected with this, is another act passed in 1662, 
after his Lordship's death, which confirms the sale of Bowden Wood, 
Loughborough Park, Alton Grange, and several parcels of the 
manor of Loughborough, made by him during his life-time for the 
payment of his own and his father's debts. 
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His Lordship departed this life February 13, 1655, in his 48th 
year, at Donnington Park, where he had spent the concluding years 
of his life in tranquil domestic retirement, to the stronger relish of 
which his own family afflictions, as well as the uncertain state of 
public affairs, may well be supposed to have formed his mind. Hii 
remains were deposited with those of his ancestors, without any 
monumental inscription ; but we shall here insert the Epitaph 
written and proposed for him by his relative, Sir Aston Cockayne. 



^' An Epitaph on my most honoured kinsman, Ferdinando, Earl of Huntingdon, who 
deceased at his house in Donnington Park, about the 48th year of his age, and was 
juried at Ashby de la Zouch. 

** Here Ferdinando, Earl of Huntingdon, 
Doth lie interred under this marble stone. 
Which will weep tears of dew if we refrain 
To shed our tears ; yet weeping is in vain. 
Nor sighs, nor tears, will call him from his urn 
Then let our griefs to imitation turn. 
Let's emulate his worthy parts (for such 
His qualities were) and we shall merit mudi; 
For each man may report that passeth by, 
Courtesy and good-nature here do lye.' 



9» 
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CHAPTER X. 



OF THEOPHILUS, SEVENTH EAEL OF HUNTINGDON. 

THEOPHILUS, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, fourth, and only 
surviving so& of Ferdinando, the sixth Earl^ was bom at Donnington 
Park, December 10, 1650, not long after Ae so much lamented 
death of his elder brother. Lord Henry, — a propitious circumstance, 
which, in some measure, consoled the sorrow, as it revived the 
hopes, of the family. His baptism was marked by the additional 
solemnity of a sermon, in which the preacher appositely said, 
" Deus abstulit, et Deus dedit ;" *' for one, and that then an only 
son, lately taken into the kingdom of glory, God has given them 
another this day to be admitted into the kingdom of grace/' He 
succeeded to the title February 13, 1655, while yet an infant; 
received summons to parliament by descent April 15, 1672 ; and 
first took his seat as peer, by his proxy, the Duke of York, Fe- 
bruary 15, of the following year. It appears, by the concurrent 
report of several historians, that his Lordship had confederated 
himself, or entered into some correspondence, with the Duke, of 
Monmouth and his adherents in the reign of Charles the Second. 
It is, however, due to truth, and to his character, to state, that this 
iconnection was inadvertent on his part, and, at worst, only of very 
short duration. He lent himself, in the first instance, to the asso- 
ciation, without being made distinctly acquainted with its nature and 
ultimate objects ; but, the moment he saw reason to suspect that the 
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subversion of the existing government was contemplated, he imme-' 
diately and wholly withdrew. About this time his Majesty ap- 
pointed him of the Privy Council, and soon after Lord Lieutenant 
of Leicestershire, — circumstances which abundantly provB that 
his loyalty was above all imputation. In September, 1684, the 
corporation of the town of Leicester, at the persuasion of the well 
known Judge Jeffries, having surrendered their old charter, his 
Lordship, under a new one then granted, which reduced the num- 
ber of the common council to thirty-six, was constituted Recorder, 
and Nathan Wright, Esq. his Deputy. 

On the decease of King Charles, February 6, 1684, the Earl of 
Huntingdon was one of those who signed the order at Whitehall, for 
proclaiming James the Second. Immediately after, his Lordship 
was constituted Custos Rotulorum of the County of Leicester, and 
nominated of the Privy Council, appointed Chief Justice in Eyre 
of all the King's forests, chaces, parks, and warrens, north of 
Trent, Lord Lieutenant of the counties of Huntingdon and Derby, 
Captain of a Band of Gentlemen Pensioners, and Colonel of the 
13th Regiment of Foot. The same year, as lineal descendant of 
the Beauchamps, Earls of Warwick, he preferred his claim to the 
honour of carrying the third sword, and of being Pantler, at the Co- 
ronation. But this full tide of official honours quickly ebbed at the 
revolution, which followed soon after. Adhering to the interests of 
the dethroned Prince, conformably to the rigid principles of loyalty 
which had ever governed his ancestors, he was divested of all his 
offices, and excluded the benefit of King William's Act of Indem- 
nity, May 30, 1690. About two years after, upon advice laid be- 
fore Government of a meditated descent from La Hogue, in favour 
of James, he was committed close prisoner to the Tower ; and in 
1701, he was one of the Peers who protested agamst the Act of 

t2 
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Settlement. His Lordship departed this life on the 30th of May 
following, at his house, in Charles-street, St. Jameses, London, in 
his fiftieth year. His remains were conveyed with due respect and 
solemnity to Ashby, and deposited in the family chapel, which, to- 
gether with the chancel of the church, he had, during his life-time, 
been at considerable expense to repair and embellish, particularly 
the fine old tomb of Francis, the second Earl. On the west side of 
this chapel, a mural monument was erected to his memory, with a 
Latin inscription, recording the several public offices conferred on 
his Lordship during the reigns of Charles and James, his marriages, 
and issue. By his will, dated I698, and proved in 1701, he ex- 
pressly directs, that his coronet, and his robes of velvet and scarlet, 
together with his pedigree and seals, shall descend to all future 
Earls of Huntingdon of his family. Of this nobleman, there is 
an eminently beautiful mezzo-tinto print, by R. Williams, from an 
original portrait, by Kneller, dated 1687, with the following arms, 
quarterly, underneath: first, Hastings; second, Clarence; third, 
Pole; fourth. Monies. 

Earl Theophilus was married, first, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter 
and coheir to Sir John Lewis, of Ledstone, in Yorkshire, Knight 
and Baronet, and by her had issue two sons, Thomas, who died an 
infant, and George, successor to the title ; and six daughters, Lucy, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, Maria, Dorothea, and Christiana, all of whom 
died either infants or unmarried ; and secondly, on the 2d of May, 
1690, to Frances, daughter and sole heir to Francis Levison Fowler, 
of Hamage-Grange, in the county of Salop, Esq. (by Anne, his 
wife, second daughter to Peter Venables, Baron of Kinderton, in 
Cheshire, and widow of Thomas Needham, Viscount Kilmurry, in 
Ireland,) by whom he. was father of two sons, Theophilus, successor 
to his half brother George, and Ferdinando, who died at the age of 
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twenty-seven years, unmarried; and five daughters, Lady Anne 
Jaqueline, bom May 1, I69I; died, July, 1755, bequeathing her 
seal, with the arms of the family, to the Reverend Theophilus Hast- 
ings, uncle to Hans Francis, the eleventh and present Earl ; Lady 
Alice, who died January, I69I; Lady Frances, born January 8, 
1694; died, January 23, 1750; Lady Catherine Maria, bom Febru- 
ary 13, 1691 ; and lastly. Lady Margaret, who died a child in I7OO. 
Of these five daughters, Lady Catherine Maria, the fourth, was the 
only married one. She was espoused by the Reverend Granville 
Wheeler, Prebendary of Durham, and son and heir of Sir George 
Wheeler, of Otterden Place, in Kent, Knight. This Rev. Gen- 
tleman educated Theophilus, uncle to the present Earl. 

The Lady Elizabeth, his Lordship's second daughter by the first 
marriage, who was born April I9, 1682, and died at Ledstone, De- 
cember 22, 1739, is justly celebrated as a rare and exalted pattern 
of every virtue becoming her rank and sex. Equally religious and 
charitable, her life was divided between piety to God, and bene- 
ficence towards the poor, not only bountifully relieving their wants, 
but providing also for their instruction. Illustrious by birth, dig- 
nified by station, and mistress of an ample fortune by inheritance, 
these earthly and perishable accidents seemed, as it were, eclipsed, 
or lost, amidst the superior and heavenly lustre which goodness 
threw around her. The theme of universal praise, as the object of 
universal love, reverence, and admiration, the perfection of her cha- 
racter was such, as fiiUy to justify the appellation of *^ divine As- 
pasia,'' bestowed on her by the poet Cbngreve. " She was,'' says 
one of the records of that time, '' amiable in her person ; her mien 
genteel ; polite her manners ; agreeable her conversation ; her judg- 
ment solid ; her regard to friendship sacred ; her sense of honour 
strict to the last de^ee ; and of so rare modesty and humility, that a 
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more disagreeable thing could not be done, than publishing her 
good deeds, and rendering her due praise. She was, above all, a 
sincere Christian, and a genuine daughter bf the Church of Eng- 
land. Her piety towards God was ardent and unaffected, and her 
benevolence towards her fellow-creatures was such as the good 
angels are blessed with. Thousands had she comforted and relieved ; 
many enriched and advanced. Her patience and resignation under 
her last, long, and tedious illness ; her mourning for the sins of men ; 
her unwearied endeavours for their eternal welfare; her generous 
and charitable appointments to her physicians, would require whole 
pages to set them in a proper light. In short, scarcely any age has 
afforded a greater blessing to many, or a brighter pattern to all.'' 

Upon the death of her brother George, her Ladyship succeeded, 
as heir to her mother, to the manors of Ledstone, Ledsham, Thorpe- 
Arche, CoUingham, Wheldale, Wyke, and Shadwell ; in the first four 
of which, she erected charity-schools ; and for the support of them, 
and other charities, she gave, in her life time, CoUingham, Shadwell, 
and her estate in Burton Salmon. She also gave 1000/. for the 
erection of a new church at Leeds ; but in order that this donation 
might not hurt the mother church there, she afterwards, as related 
in the " Memorials and Characters of Illustrious Persons,'' offered a 
farm near that town, of the value of 23/. a year, and capable of im- 
provement, to be settled on the Vicar and his successors, provided 
the town would do as much on their part. With this condition the 
Corporation readily acquiesced, and, to her Ladyship's benefaction, 
added lands of the yearly value of 24/. for the application of which 
they were to be entirely answerable to her kindred. At her de- 
cease, which took place in her fifty-seventh year, this excellent 
Lady, moreover, bequeathed considerable sums for charitable and 
public uses, amongst which were five scholarships in Queen's Col- 
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lege, Oxford, for students in divinity, of 28/. a year each, to be en- 
joyed for five years ; and, as the rents should rise, some of the scho- 
lars to be capable, in time, of having 60/. a year, for one or two 
years after the first term. The residue of her estate she left to the 
Earl of Huntingdon, and his heirs. Her remains were deposited, 
with great funeral solemnity, in the family vault at Ledstone, near 
those of her grandfather. Sir John Lewis, in a leaden coffin, bear- 
ing an inscription, which sets forth the time of her birth and death, 
with some of her public charities ; and concludes, by describing her 
Ladyship as " a paitem of all thafs good, and all that's great.'* 
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CHAPTER XI. 

OF OEOROE, THE EIGHTH EARL OF HUNTINGDON; AND THEOPHILTTS, 

THE NINTH EARL. 

George, eldest son of Theophllus, by his first marriage, was bom 
March 22, 1677, and, succeeding to the title on the decease of his 
father, was eighth Earl of Huntingdon. His Lordship took his seat 
in the House of Peers, June 13, 1701 ; and, at the Coronation of 
Queen Anne, April 23, 1702, had the distinguished honour of carry- 
ing the sceptre before her Majesty. During the same year, he 
served under the famous Duke of Marlborough, on the Continent, 
and signalized himself at the sieges of Venlo and Ruremond. But his 
career of honour, thus commenced under such brilliant auspices, 
and which promised so much advantage to his country, exultation to 
his friends, and celebrity to himself, was destined too soon to close. 
This excellent young nobleman, universally beloved and admired for 
his sweet, ingenuous, and manly disposition, died, unmarried, Fe- 
bruary 22, 1704, at the early age of twenty-seven years, and was 
buried at St. James's Church, Piccadilly, London. His amiable 
and affectionate sister, the good Lady Elizabeth, caused to be erected 
to his memory, on the north side of the altar, a large and curious 
monument of white marble, ornamented with Cupids, each holding a 
helmet, besides trophy-work, an urn, and at the base, the face of 
envy. Arms, Hastings, 16 Coats quarterly. The following elegant 
Latin inscription on this monument describes the character, merits, 
and services oT the deceased 
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Hie situs est Georgius comes de Huntingdon 

pr8eclar& Hastingorum prosapia natus 

et nepte ex Plantagenetorum stemmate oriundus 

Literarum bumanarum cultor indefessus 

in aul& splendidus in acie imperterritus ubique probus 

Tanta fecit ei morum suavitas cum gravitate 

comitas cum fide benignitas 

tantus animi candor ingenuus 

ut tot numeraverit amicos quot familiares 

Procul babuit moliitiem atque inertiam 

torpe existimans quos dignitate praestitet ab his 

virtute superari 

Flagrante per.Europam bello 

Salutis publica: quaui suie studiosior 

ad rem militarem exercendam se contulit 

obsessis Venlo^ Ruremonde Caesaris insula 

quae fortiter sub duce Marlburgense tentavit feliciter perfecit 

quorum tamen oblivionem maluit quam gloriam 

obiit calend Mart viii aerae Cbristianae mdccit 

aetatis xxvi 
Monumentum hoc posuit moerens soror 

pra^npbilis domina £lizabetba Hastings, 



Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, son, by a second marriage, 
of Theophilus the seventh Earl, was bom November 12, 1696, aixd 
succeeded on the decease of his half brother George, the eighth Earl, 
to the title and estates. At the Coronation of his Majesty George 
the Second, he carried the Sword of State, an honour now considered 
estabUshed as a prescriptive and hereditary right in this noble fa- 
mily. On the 3d of June, the following year, his Lordship married 
the Lady Selina Shirley, second daughter, and one of the co-heirs, 
of Washington, Earl Ferrars, and by her. had issue four sons: 
Francis, tenth Earl, George, Ferdinando, and Henry ; and three 
daughters, Elizabeth, Selina, who died an infant, and another Se- 
lina, who was one of the six Earls' daughters, that assisted the 
Princess Augusta in supporting Queen Charlotte's train at the Coro^ 
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nation, and died May the 12th, 1763, on the eve of her marriage with 
Colonel George Hastings, father of the present Earl. Of the youncrer 
sons, George and Ferdinando, both died of the small pox at the acres 
of eleven and thirteen respectively, and Henry also died in Septem- 
ber 1758, at the early age of nineteen years. 

Lady Elizabeth, the eldest . daughter, on the Sfitii of Februar), 
1752, was married, being his tliird wife, to John Lord Rawdon, af- 
tenrards created Earl of Moira, and by him, who died in the year 
1793, had issue six sons, the eldest, and now only surviving, of 
whom, Francis, bom December 7th, 1753, is the present Marquis of 
Hastings, and Governor-General of India ; besides five daughters, 
two of whom died young, one was married to the Earl of Aylesbury, 
and another to the Earl of Granard. In Lady Moira's character 
were combined the bounty and beneficence suitable to her noble 
birth and elevated rank in society, with all the tender traits of hurna^ 
nity, and the amiable graces of her sex. To strong natural powers 
of understanding, she added a refined taste, formed upon the best 
principles, and cultivated in an eminent degree. After the death of 
her brother, Francis, the tenth Earl, and the consequent abeyance 
into which the title was suffered to fall, her Ladyship, then die only 
remaining representative of the fiEuoaily, being the last direct desoend-s- 
ant of that line, with a sense of impartial justice, and a disinterested 
spirit of inquiry, every way honourable to her, exerted her beat en- 
deavours to trace out and rectify the neglected and confused pedi* 
gree of the collateral branches, in order to ascertain the rightful in- 
heritors of tlie Earldom. The result of her inquiries was completely 
correct and satisfactory on the point, as will be seen by her valuable 
letter on the subject to her kinsman. Archdeacon Hastings, which we 
shall hereafter find occasion to introduce. Indeed, notwithstanding 
the strange turn which afiairs had taken in fiitvour of her son, it was 
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well known she always lamented the interruption in the succession 
as most unjust and cruel, and regretted her inability to assist in 
bringing forward the claim of the recently restored branch, of whose 
undoubted right she was fully and conscientiously aware. From her 
benevolent heart and bounteous spirit, want ever found relief, adver- 
sity consolation, and distressed and unfriended talents, protection. 
Under this last point of view, her Ladyship's patronage of the unfor- 
tunate Dermody deserves particular mention, as exhibiting her 
character in a truly amiable light. To him, from the moment he 
was recommended to her notice^ till the period when his preposter- 
ous conduct forced her to withdraw her countenance and support, she 
was not only a liberal and indulgent patroness, but, as his agreeable 
biographer justly remarks,* " a noble, enlightened, and affectionate 
friend.'' By her express desire and direction he was placed under 
the care of Mr. Boyd, of Killeagh, favourably known to the public as 
the spirited translator of Dante ; and she furnished him, at her own 
expense, with every necessary for prosecuting his classical studies. 
Here her Ladyship heaped increasing favours on him, and mq^rked 
his successful, and then highly promising, progress, with solicitude 
scarce less than maternal. She became generously and intimately 
interested in the future fate of her adopted minstrel, and even ho- 
noured him with her correspondence and salutary counsel, during 
the two years he remained with his learned and benevolent instruc- 
tor, while at the same time, she was secretly paving the way to his 
advancement. That this untoward child of misfortune and the 
Muse should, by his subsequent folly and indiscretion, have forfeited 
the friendship of so good a benefactress, and so rational an adviser, 
is matter of humiliation, and of regret, when we recollect the scan- 

* See Raymond's Life of Dermody. 
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dalous career and melancholy end, to which such conduct was a 
proper prelude. But as he himself says, in vain exculpation of the 
excesses into which genius is apt too often to fall, 

^^ By what strange fate great talents are allied 
To greatest faults, whose judgment shall decide ?" 

The following letters, selected from her Ladyship's correspondence 
With Dermody, and the added specimens of the gratitude which, 
after all, he seems to have sincerely felt towards his patroness, tend 
so impressively to illustrate the worth and goodness of her heart, as 
well as her sotid sense, that it would be injustice to her memory not 
to insert them here. 



" To Mr. Thomas Dermody, at the Rev. Mr. Boyd's, Killeigh. 

<^ Moira House, January 21, 1791. . 

" In answer to your inquiries, Dermody, respecting your being 
placed in England, I have to inform you that Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barry, who out of friendship to me has agreed to take the trouble of 
settling that point, has been and is still delayed in Ireland ; and till 
he has returned to England, no decisive time can be named. This 
to you is rather advantageous than otherwise. Your leisure for 
study must be considerably abridged when your time becomes the 
property of a master, whose right it will be to employ it as suits his 
pleasure and utility. You are now at that period of Ufe when me- 
mory is most retentive ; and you ought to employ the small remain- 
ing portion of that time which you can call your own, in appUcation 
to study, and the forming your mind. From Mr. Boyd's instructions 
you have the fullest opportunity to acquire that classic knowledge 
which is the solid foundation for every other science, and from his 
precepts and example you will leam the duty and respectability of 



I 
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moral virtue. You will be inclined, I know, to tell me that yqu are 
thoroughly versed in all manner of knowledge. At your age one is 
apt to mistake, and to appreciate our own talents and acquisitions 
much too highly : experience and subsequent information alone 
teach one how difficult, or rather laborious, it is for the greatest 
genius to gain extensive knowledge ; and therefore humility is gene- 
rally found to be an attendant on great minds. I allow you consi- 
derable facility in rhyming : nature has bestowed upon you that par- 
ticular branch of ability. But if your rhymes convey not great, 
noble, just, and striking sentiments ; or do not flow embellished by 
picturesque ideas, or adorned by elegance of style ; your reputation 
as a, poet will never rise above mediocrity. Be not misled by the 
fanciful caprice of a short period : you would not have met that flat- 
tering share of applause in England, where criticism is more rigid 
in its scrutiny, and unsparing in its censure. Apply yourself to the 
close study of elegant authors, applauded for their respective excel- 
lencies, to form your taste and style ; and lose not the few weeks you 
have to command, in negligence and inattention. 

" I expect Mr. Berwick over in a short time, and shall get him to 
inform you of what may hereafter concern you. I thank you for the 
verses ; as being gratefully intended, though the subject did not me- 
rit the trouble. Tributes of that kind however, be assured, have not 
the slightest weight to add to the wish I have to be serviceable to' 
you ; which, having hitherto shown it to be my inclination, will be 
continued as long as you act with integrity. " E. M. H.*' 



" To Mr. Thomas Dermody, at the Rev. Mr. Boyd's, Killeigh. 

" Lady Moira informs Thomas Dermody, that Mr. Berwick 
(who is in the country) has transmitted to her a letter which Der- 
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mody had written to him, and that shfe has also received that which 
Dermody has written to her ; both letters intimating his desire and 
design to withdraw himself from Lady Moira's direction, and con- 
sequent protection. Xjady Moira makes not the least objection to 
that determination ; and has inclosed to Mr. Boyd ten guineas, that 
he may enter upon his future schemes, and follow his own pursuits, 
not totally in a destitute .condition. 

" Lady Moira had hoped that from his residence with the Re- 
verend Mr. Boyd, he would not only have acquired literary infor- 
mation, but also in the course of two years, from the influence of 
mature reason, have attained to the prudent reflection of how in- 
cumbent, it was for him to practise an exact conduct, to efface the 
prejudices his former behaviour had impressed. What attainments 
he has made in Uterature, it is not in her power to decide : she is 
persuaded that it could only arise from his own negligence, if he 
has not profited from Mr. Boyd's instructions. That he has not 
received any benefit from reflection, the style of impropriety which 
runs through his letters plainly evinces. Lady Moira warns him, 
that the waywardness of his nature, and the ill-founded degree of 
self-conceit he indulges himself in respecting his genius, will pre- 
vent his ever having friends, or arriving at success, through the 
course of his future life, unless he alters his conduct and his sen- 
timents. 

" As Dermody has thought proper to withdraw himself from her 
direction and protection in a manner equally ungracious and ab- 
surd, Lady Moira informs him that the donation which accompanies 
this note is the last attention or favour that he is ever to expect 
from Lady Moira, or any of her family. 

« Moira Houae, Nov. 10, 1791." 
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ODE 

To ilie Right Homurable Elizabeth^ Countess ofMoira, Baroness Hastings^ ^c 

Sat, what high skill awakes the i^olden lyre ? 

For music more than mortal flows 

From yon fresh arbour's deep repose ; 

Mild^ning the air, it floats along, 

Lo ! saintly forms, a radiant throng, 
Descend well pleas'd to join the warbling choir. 
To lift the tow'ring soul, and fan Religion's fire ! 

'Tis gratitude attunes the string. 

Nymph of the sparkling eye and throbbing breast; 

While heavenly squadrons furl the wing, 
And consecrate her holy rest. 

An amaranthine wreath she weaves. 

To deck some princely favorite's brow ; 

The flowers beneath her finger blow, 
And Friendship sweet the toil deceives. 
Meanwhile Affection's fervent prayer 
Hallows each leaf, and makes the meed more fair. 

'Twas Gratitude, the minstrel's pride. 

That erst o'er Sydney's mournful hearse 

Strew'd the immortal palms of verse, 
And told the world her patron died. 
She prompted Dryden's hand profuse. 
To sprinkle pure Castalian dews 

O'er Hastings' tomb, and mock the dire disease.^ 
She too in Akenside's majestic lay f 
Did the true glories of thy race display, 

With classic elegance and Attic ease. 
If I, the humblest of the tuneful train. 

May unreprovOd combine with these, 
O goddess ! let me add my uncouth strain : 
Though rude it be, and void of vamish'd art, 
From a fond breast it flow^ and from a feeling heart. 



* Dryden's Elegy on Lord Hastings, who died of the small pox. 
t Akenside's Ode to the Earl of Huntingdon. 
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'Tis not the regal honours of thy line. 
Nor all the gallant deeds that shine 
In Fame's long list of thy heroic sires, 
The muse of nobler aim admires : 
But Bounty's ray, diffusing wide 

Its genial influence, claims the poet's praise; 

A tender heart, a love to raise 
Dejected merit from Oblivion's cell. 

Claim the best tribute of immortal lays : 
And virtues such as those shall ever swell 
Futurity's record, and Moira's goodness tell. 

When fashion tum'd the sated eye 

With sullen lip, from my ill-fated page; 

When Party's ruffian-rage grew high. 
And fiercely threatened to engage 
My sinking bark ; then didst thou come, 

Like some meek angel from the sky : 

Thy brightness chas'd the gathering gloom ; 

Thy presence aw'd the rude tumultuous crew. 

And Malice to her cave infernal flew. 

Blest Patroness, how shall I pay 

So large a debt? For poor the lay 

Which Milton heard, entranc'd in nightly dream. 

To thy compassion's dazzling beam. 

Thy guardian care, thy sympathetic sense. 

Can find in heav'n alone an equal recompence. 



To the Right Honourable the Countess of Moira. 

Deem'st thou ingrate or dead the shepherd boy, 

Erewhile who sung thee to the list'ning plain? 
Still pausing on thy deeds with pensive joy. 

Ingratitude nor death has hush'd the strain. 
Still drest in all her captivating hues. 

Smiling in tears, will languishingly steal 
O'er my fantastic dream, the well-lov'd muse, 

Like mom dim-blushing through its dewy veil. 
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Her wild flow'rs, bound into a simple wreath. 

Meekly she proffers to thy partial sight : 
Ohy softly on their tender foliage breathe ! 

Oh, save them from the critic's cruel blight I 
Nurse the unfolding blooms with care benign. 
And 'mid them weave one laurel leaf of thine. 



Her Ladyship died in April, 1808, at Moira House, Dublin, at 
the advanced age of seventy-six years, and her remains were in- 
terred, with due solemnity, in the family vault in that city. An 
Irish periodical work,* of that time, gives the following animated 
sketch of her Ladyship's character, as felt and appreciated in that, 
her adopted, country, where public spirit and liberal sentiments 
among the higher ranks, never fail to command the gratitude and 
veneration of a warm-hearted people. 

" This Lady, whose demise is announced in the list of deaths for 
the present month, was uncommonly gifted with great powers of 
memory, great quickness of intellect, and a peculiar easy, yet 
splendid elocution, with which she adorned whatever subject she 
touched upon, whether the mere passing events of tiie day, the va- 
rious topics of literature, or those useful arts by which the com- 
munity is benefited, and the resources of a nation enlarged. Her 
acquaintance with such branches of knowledge was by no means 
limited or superficial ; on the contrary, some learned societies have 
borne respectful testimony to her acquirements in this particular, 
and the real utility which flowed from the productions of her active 
and discerning genius. 

" She was married to the late Earl of Moira in February, 1752, 
and resided in Dublin, or the North of Ireland (with the exception 
of one year's absence in France), for more than half a century ; for 

* See the Hibernian Magazine for May, 1808. 
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the long period of fifty-six years. Let those who remember what 
Moira House was in the earlier days of that period, when she led, 
and reflected a grace upon, every beneficial fashion; when she cul- 
tivated the fine arts; when she rendered her house the favourite 
spot where every person of genius or talents in Dublin, or who vi- 
sited Dublin, loved most to resort to ; let such persons say, whether 
Moira House, and its illustrious Lady, as well as its truly noble and 
beneficent Lord, deserve not every panegyric which gratitude can 
bestow. She was the last in a direct line of the great name of 
Hastings — the last! a word, when so applied, every liberal nature 
will dwell upob with melancholy sensations, even to enthusiasm. 
Such are, perhaps, the universal feelings of mankind, in favour of 
exalted birth, which a vain-glorious philosophy never can eradicate, 
that when a race of nobiUty, distinguished by the length of years 
during which they wore their honours uninterrupted, is finally ter- 
minated, the extinction of such a family is regarded not without a 
generous sympathy ; but when the tomb closes on a noble matron, 
the representative of a great house, with whose history the best, and 
perhaps the most inspiring images of our earliest days are asso- 
ciated, and herself not inferior to any in that history, it is scarcely 
possible, even for a stranger, not to hang over that tomb without 
every emotion of sorrow, regret, and veneration. Such sentiments 
may ill accord with a frivolous, and, in some respects, a selfish age. 
Be it so — yet this age, even under the influence of a more than iron 
war, and much bigotry, has not lost * all its original brightness,* 
but retains much of its good old virtues undiminished. It possesses 
domestic charity at least ; and those who know how to appreciate 
charity, will learn to venerate the memory of the Countess of Moira, 
for in truth she may be said to have been charity itself. 

^^ She had a atrong resemblance^ isk many respects, to her an- 
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cestors : a lofty sfant^ magnificence of disposition, untired hospitality 
•'-^•^iltogether she was a lady of other times ; and when she mingled 
with society, more than her increased infirmities would of late years 
allow, few parsons erer beheld her without somediing of more he- 
roic days passing in indistinct, yet splendid array before the imagina- 
tion. In the reception of persons of the first distinction at her house, 
there was an air, a dignity, which will hardly be equalled, and 
never can be surpassed. But the noble manner, the imposing cere- 
monial of life, leave but slight vestiges for remembrance, compared 
to those intrinsic and dcNaaestie virtues, \i^ch give to the female sex 
their truest ornament. In all the private relations of life, she was, 
to the utmost, valuable ! Her roatei^iaL duties she fulfilled with the 
enlightened spirit, and more, perhaps, than the sensibility, of a Cor- 
nelia. They could only be equalled by the imceasing assiduities, the 
soothing tenderness, the sweet, pious, and filial regards which ac- 
companied her to her last hour — but sorrow is sacred, and the 
writer forbears. — He cam only add, that this imperfect tribute is the 
product of an hasty, anxious moment, the effusion of gratitude, 
resting indeed upon the basis of truth, but no exact delineation of 
Lady Moira's character. The style is waorm^ for it flows from the 
heart ; and who that knew her could write of Lady Moira in a style 
inert and grovelling ? 

" Ireland will long hare cause to regret her — she cultivated its 
best interests — to the gentry she displayed an example of attach- 
ment to the country which they might have well imitated; to the 
peasantry, of all descriptions, she was a guardian friend; to every 
illiberal, party distinction, whether arising from a false zeal for the 
state or religion,, she was aa unprejudiced, enlightened- opponent. 
From the contemplation of such a character it is indeed not easy to 
withdraw.^' 

x2 
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His Lordship died of a fit of apoplexy at his house in Downing- 
street, Westminster, October 13, 1746, in his 50th year, and was 
interred at Ashby de la Zouch, where a monument was erected to 
his memory, bearing the following inscription, from the eloquent and 
masterly pen of Lord Bolingbroke : 

Hore lie the remains 

of 

Tbe Right Honourable Theophilus Earl of Huntingdon, 

Lord Hastings, Hungerford, Botreaux, Moels, Newark, and 

Molins. 

If his birth deserved respect. 

His life deserved it more. 

If he derived his title from a long roll 

Of illustrious ancestors, 

He reflected back on them 

Superior honours. 

He ennobled nobility 

By virtue : 

He was of the first rank in both : 

Good in every relation 

Of natural duty and of social life. 

The learning he acquired at school. 

He improved at Oxford, 

Under the care of that excellent person. 

The present Bishop of Gloucester.* 

Acquainted by his studies 

With the characters of past ages. 

He acquired by his travels 

A knowledge of the men and manners of his own. 

He visited France, Italy, and even Spain. 

After these excursions into other countries. 

He settled in his own. 

His own was dear to him. 

No man had juster notions 

Of the true constitution of her government: 

No man had a more comprehensive view of her real interests. 

Domestic and foreign. 



* Dr. Martin Benson. 
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Citable of excelling in every form of public life, 

He chose to appear in none. 

His mind firaugfat with knowledge, 

His heart elevated with sentiments of unaffected patriotism. 

He looked down from higher ground 

On the low level of a futile and corrupt generation. 

Despairing to do national good. 

He mingled as little as his rank permitted 

In national afiairs. 

Home is the refuge of a wise man's life; 

Home was the refuge of his. 

By his nuuriage with the Lady Selina Shirley, 

Second daughter and one of the co-heirs 

Of Washington, Earl Ferrers, 

He secured to himself, in retreat, 

A scene of happiness he could not have found in the world, 

The uninterrupted joys of conjugal love. 

The never-failing comforts of cordial friendship. 

Every care was softened. 

Every satisfaction heighteiiisd. 

Every hour passed smoothly away. 

In the company of one. 

Who enjoyed a perpetual serenity of soul. 

That none can feel in this life but those 

Who are prepared for greater bliss 

In the next. 

By her this monument is erected. 

To record the virtues of the deceased. 

And the grief of the living. 

He was bom November 12, 1696, 

And married the said Lady, June S, 1728; 

By her he had four sons and three daughters ; 

Francis, the present Earl, bom March Id, 1729; 

George, bora March 29, 1 730, 

Who died of the small-pox, aged H ; 

Ferdinando, bora January 23, 1732, 

Who also died of the small-pox, aged 1 1 ; 

Henry, now living, bora December 12, 1739; 

Elizabeth, the eldest daughter, bom March 23, 1731; 

Selina, bora June 1735, who died an infant; 

Selina, the third daughter, bom December 3, 1737* 
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Tke Mid £m1 
Died of a fi|( of ^)0pleK7» 
Octobec Ih l%i^ mthe 50ib y^ar of his age. 



To this moaiuBbeiital tribute, prepared by friendskip and genius, 
and offered by the hands of conjugal love at the shrine of departed 
virtue, we will, in conclusion, add the following character of his 
Lordship, published i» the Gentt^oian^s Magazine of December, 
1746, on the occasion, of mentioning his death. 

" On Monday, October 13, in the momiag, died the Right Ho- 
nourable Theophilus Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Hastings, Hunger- 
ford, Botrea,ux, Moels, Newmarck,, and Molins, — greatly and justly 
lamented, if the tender tribute was due to him, who, in every rela- 
tion, acted up to the strictest principles of honour and virtue. Never 
was there a better father, a kinder brptiher, a more tender husband, 
or a more indulgent master. Some part of his younger years he gave 
to Italy and France, and at last finished his travels with a tour, which 
few of our nobility, of late years, have had the courage to make, 
through Spain. He carried with him abroad, a good stock of learn- 
ing, and brought it back again improved with a thorough knowledge 
of men and manners. There, too, he^ acquired a great degree of per- 
fection in the best modem languages ; the classic authors he read in 
their own original dress, and upon this tn}« isiod^l, formed a taste as 
elegant, and a judgment as sound, as perhaps any man in Europe. 
He was thoroughly acquainted witljk the history and constitution of 
his own country ; and would his modesty and Vwe of retirement have 
permitted him to engage in the bustling, busy, world, none would 
have appeared, either in the senate oi; cabii^^t^, with more wisdom or 
with more fortitude. His birth, eminent as it was, reflected much 
less honour upon his abilities, than his abilities did upon his birth ; 
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for his natural &.nd acquired talente were such as might have raised 
him to the highest rank of men, had fortune at first placed him in the 
lowest. — ^Would he but have appeared, he must have appeared well ; 
for his superior sense had secured him from a silly action, and his 
steady virtue from a vile one/' 

The venerable Lady Selina survived her husband. Earl Theophi- 
lus, nearly forty-five years, during which long period of widowhood, 
she zealously devoted her time and fortune to the promotiott and 
establishment of a pecuHar class of t)issenters, not materially differ- 
ing in doctrine, we believe, from those called Methodists. For this 
purpose she purchased, or erected at her own expense, several 
chapels in London and different parts of the kingdom ; established a 
seminary in Brecknockshire, Wales, for the education of proper mi- 
nisters ; and expended, it is stated, upwards of 100,000/. in a variety 
of ways connected with her favourite object. So great was her reli- 
gious zeal, that she sold even her jewels to enable her to meet all the 
demands in which this project involved her. Whatever diversity of 
opinion may be supposed to prevail relative to the different sects into 
which Christianity is subdivided, we believe there can be but one 
concerning her Ladyship's principles and intentions, which were con- 
scientious, pious, and philanthropic in an eminent degree. In 1758, 
an order was made for the Attorney-General to shew cause, why the 
Sheriff should not pay to the Countess of Huntingdon, as relict and 
administratrix of Theophilus, the late Earl, twenty-four years of 
creation money due in the coimties of Cambridge and Huntingdon. 
Lady Selina died June 17, 1791, in her eighty-fourth year. A fine 
bust of her by Kent, had been placed on the tomb of her late hus- 
band at Ashby, shortly after his death, and by her will she directed 
her own remains, dressed in the same suit of white silk, and head- 
dress, which she wore at the opening of a Chapel in Goodman's 
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Fields, to be deposited there in as plain a manner as possible, the 
coffin to be covered with black cloth, and the officiating clergjrman, 
Mr. Jones, of the Spa-fields Chapel, to receive 10/. for his trouble. 
Her very numerous religious concerns in Great Britain and Ireland, 
were left in the hands of trustees appointed in both parts of the 
United Kingdom, to manage and apply them conformably to her 
instructions and the original objects of their institution. She left an 
annuity of 100/. to Lady Anne Erskine, and 4,000/. to be disposed 
of in charitable gifts, at the discretion of the Earl of Dartmouth, 
Sir B^chard Hill, the Honourable Thomas Erskine, and her own 
Chaplain, Mr. Harris. The residue of her property she bequeathed 
for the support of sixty-four Chapels, which she herself had esta- 
blished in various parts of the kingdom, thus leaving no legacy to 
any of her own inmiediate relatives, froni whom the peculiarity of 
her religious opinions had tended, towards the latter part of her life, 
a good deal to estrange her. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

OF FRANCIS, TENTH EABL OF HUNTINGDON. 

Francis, tenth Earl of Huntingdon, the twenty-third in paternal 
descent from Robert de Hastings, the first person noticed in the fa- 
mily pedigree, was bom March 29, 1728, and succeeded to the title 
on the decease of his father, Theophilus, the ninth Earl. Endowed 
with excellent natural abilities, developed and improved by the best 
education, his Lordship set out, in August, 1747, to give a finish to 
both by travel in foreign countries. Having completed the usual 
tour of France and Italy, and matured his taste and judgment by 
observation and experience, he returned home, and sat in Parliament 
for the first time, on the 15th of November, 1753. In 1756, he was 
appointed Master of the Horse to the present King (George the 
Third), then Prince of Wales, who, succeeding to the crown in Oc- 
tober, 1760, continued his Lordship in that office ; and, in Decem- 
ber following, nominated him one of the Privy Council. At his 
Majesty's Coronation he carried the sword of state ; and when the 
Earl of Bute was appointed Secretary of State, he succeeded that 
nobleman as Groom of the Stole. He next year took the proper 
oaths as Lord Lieutenant, and Custos Rotulorum, of the West Rid- 
ing of Yorkshire, and of the city and county of York. At the 
baptism of Prince Frederick, the present Duke of York, on the 14th 
of September, 1763, his Lordship stood proxy for the then Duke of 
York, the late King's brother, one of the sponsors. In 1770, he re- 

Y 
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signed his situation of Groom of the Stole. He was enrolled among 
the members of the Royal Society ; and to him Akenside the poet, 
about the time of his Lordship's first departure for the Continent, 
addressed one of his Odes, which, notwithstanding the sweeping 
censure of the arch-critic Dr. Johnson, must rank among the 
finest modern efiusions of the lyric muse. From this spirited poem 
we cannot refuse ourselves the pleasure of selecting a few stanzas, 
which bear more immediately on the character before us. 
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To the Right Honourable Francis Earl of Huntingdon^ 1747* 

*' Th£ wiae and great of every clime^ 

Through all the spacious walks of time, 

Where'er the Muse her power displayed, 

With joy have listened and obeyed ; 

For, taught of Heaven, the sacred Nin« 

Persuasive numbers, forms divine, 

To mortal sense impart : 

They best the soul to glory fire. 

They noblest counsels, boldest deeds inspire 

And high o'er Fortune's rage inthrone the fixed heart. 

** Nor less prevuling is their charm. 

The vengeful bosom to disarm. 

To melt the proud with human woe, 

And prompt unwilling tears to flow. 

Can wealth a power like this afibrd ? 

Can Cromwell's arts, or Marlborough's sword. 

An equal empire claim? 

No^ Hastings 1 thou my words wilt own ; 

Thy breast the gifts of every muse hath known. 

Nor shall the giver's love disgrace thy noble mane. 

*^ The Muse's awful art. 

And the blest function of the poet's tongue^ 

Ne'er shalt thou blush to honour, to assert. 

From all that scorned vice or slavish fear hath sui^ 

Nor shall the blandishment of Tuscan strings, 

Warbling at will in Pleasure's myrtk bower. 
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Nor shall the servile notes to Celtic kings. 
By flattering minstrels paid in evil hour, 
Move thee to spurn the heavenly muse's reig^: 
A different strain. 
And other themes, 

From her prophetic^hades and hallowed streams 
(Thou well canst witness) meet the purged ear, 
Such as when Greece to her immortal shell 
Rejoicing listened godlike sounds to hear, 
To hear the sweet instructress tell 
(While men and heroes thronged around) 
How life its noblest use may find. 
How well for freedom be resigned, 

And how by glory virtue shall be crown'd. ^ 

• • # # • 

<< O Hastings I not to all 

Can ruling Heaven the same endowments lend; 

Yet still doth nature to her offspring call. 

That to one general weal their different powers they bend 

Unenvious. Thus alone, though strains divine 

Inform the bosom of the muse's son, 

lliough with new honours tlie Patrician's line 

Advance from age to age, yet thus alone 

They win the suffrage of impartial fimie* 

The poet*s name 

He best shall prove, 

Whose lays the soul to noblest passions move : 

But thee, O progeny of heroes old! 

Thee to severer toils thy fate requires; 

The fate which formed thee in a chosen mould. 

The grateful country of d^y sires, 

Thee to sublimer paths demand, 

Sublimer than thy sires could trace, 

Or thine own Edward* teach his race^ 

Though Gaul's proud genius satik beneath his hand. 

'* From rich domains and subject fkrms 
They led the rustic youth to arms. 
And kings their stem achievements fear'd, 
While private strife their banners rear'd ; 



Alludinff to his Lordship^s royal descent from King Edward the Third. 
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But loftier scenes to thee are shown, 

Where empire's wide established throne 

No private master fills ; 

Where long foretold the people reigns. 

Where each a vassal's humble heart disdains, 

And judgeth what he sees, and as he judgeth witls^ 

*^ Here be it thine to calm and guide 

Ttie swelling democratic tide. 

To watch the state's uncertain frame. 

And baffle faction's partial aim; 

But chiefly with determined zeal 

To quell that servile band, who kneel 

To Freedom's banished foes, — 

That monster which is daily found 

Expert and bold thy country's peace to wound, 

Yet dreads to handle arms, nor manly counsel knows. 



'* Yet, Hastings ! these are they 

Who challenge to themselves thy country's love ; 

The true, the constant, who alone can weigh 

What glory should demand, or liberty approve I 

But let their works declare them. Thy firee powers. 

The generous powers of thy prevailing mind, 

Not for the tasks of their confederate hours. 

Lewd brawls and lurking slander, were designed. 

Be thou thy own approver. Honest praise 

Oft nobly sways 

Ingenuous youth ; 

But, sought firom cowards and the lying mouth. 

Praise is reproach. Eternal God alone 

For mortals fixeth that sublime award : 

He from the faithful records of bis throne 

Bids the historian and the bard 

Dispose of honour and of scorn. 

Discern the patriot from the slave, 

And write the good, the wise, the brave> 

For lessons to the multitude uabom/' 

Ode xviii. book i. 



\ 
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About the beginning of the year 1789, the Earl settled 2000/. 
a-year, arising out of lands in Pockington and Ashby, on his natural 
son Sir Charles Hastings, who was Colonel of the 34th Regiment, 
and attained the rank of Major-General in the army, on the mar- 
riage of that gentleman to Pamel, only daughter and heiress of 
Thomas Abney, Esq. of Wellesley Hall, Derbyshire, son and heir of 
Sir Thomas Abney, a Judge of the Common Pleas. On the 2d of 
October following, his Lordship, who never was married, departed 
this life suddenly, while sitting at table, at the house of his nephew, 
the present Marquis of Hastings, in his sixty-first year. His remains 
were interred with great funeral magnificence in the family vault at 
Ashby de la Zouch, the Marquis attending as chief mourner. " He 
was a man,'' says one of the most respectable periodical works of 
that time, " whose virtues would reflect honouron his ancestors, had 
they been, if possible, more noble than they were. Those virtues 
were not, it is true, of the most shining nature : they were more use- 
ful than dazzling ; they were the virtues of society, and had taken 
up their residence in a heart which was a credit to human nature." 

His Lordship died possessed of very extensive properties in the 
counties of Leicester and Derby ; all of which, together with all his 
other lands, tenements, rents, and advowsons, he left by his will, to 
his nephew. Lord Rawdon, now Marquis of Hastings, for the term 
of his natural life, and afterwards to the heirs male of his body, 
charged with the payment of certain specified annuities, viz. 400/- 
a-year to the Countess of Moira, 200/. a-year to the Honourable John 
Rawdon, and 200/. a-year to Mrs. Bailey, wife of Captain Thomas 
Bailey, besides the sums of 1,200/. to the latter, of 1,000/. to Sir 
Henry Heron, Bart. 1,000/. to Colonel George Hastings, father of 
Hans Francis, the eleventh and present Earl, and several smaller le- 
gacies to servants, &c. By his death the Baronies of Hastings, Hun- 
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gerford, Peverel, Botreaux, Moels, Molines, Newmarch, and De 
Hunch, devolved upon his eldest sister, Elizabeth, Lady Moira, 
and at her decease upon the Marquis of Hastings, who obtained 
licence, on the 9th of February, 1790, to assume the name and 
arms of Hastings, as provided in the EarFs will. 

The annexed letters, addressed by Earl Francis, during a second 
visit to the Continent, to Colonel George Hastings, father of the 
present Earl, vidll not be deemed uninteresting, or irrelevant, in 
this place. 

** Bologna, December 5, 1772. 

** It is SO long, my dear Hastings, since I received any letters 
from England of any kind, that I cannot account for the accidents 
that must have retarded them. I have been returned to Bologna, 
through which place I passed on my way to Mantua (the beginning 
of October), above three weeks, and I intend staying here till to- 
wards the spring. X have a very good house, and every thing very 
comfortable about me. Your friend. Sir Harry, is very well, and 
understands both French and Italian most critically well, but is a 
man of fewer words in either than in English. I despair of his be- 
coming a chatterer in a foreign language, unless . he should fall in 
love, but he seems too hardened a sinner for such a folly. We met 
with a great number of English at Florence, but they all go to Na- 
ples for the winter. Naples is now the favourite town with all tra- 
vellers, and the English are particularly caressed there. Many, 
indeed, carry home with them marks of Neapolitan caresses. The 
Duchess of Beaufort, Lady Carlisle, and Mrs. Pitt, and a thousand 
more, will pass their winter with Sir William Hamilton, who is not 
\ y^t gone by this place. I long to see my old friend after so many 
.years' separation. He has acquired so much wealth and honour by 
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his trip, that I expect to find him a very happy man. I am very 
much obliged to the Diu^hess of Cumberland for her polite mention 
of me ; and am happy to give those frequent testimonies in favour 
of her understanding and conduct that my inclination dictates, and 
that the peculiarity of her situation enables me continually to do. 
Truth is her best panegyrist, and I am called upon to tell it. Let 
me know what folks say at home of my slow progress in Itialy. I 
guess they blame me, but in th<3 mean time I amuse myself. You 
know, my dear Hastings, I foresaw the length of my stay abroad 
from the perpetual engagements I should meet with in different 
places. How does Lord Rawdon do ? 1 have not heard from him 
these four or five months ! Let me know every particular about him 
when you see him. I think he will make an honourable figure ; foe 
a shining one I would not much wish it, for it is not always a happy 
one. I am glad he intends to apply to his profession. As I missed 
the object my ambition wanted for him^ he must endeavour to 
merit approbation in the walk he is now in. I have advised Lady 
Moira to change John's situation, as he should now be more in the 
world. We have agreed on the plan, which she will execute. Is he 
improved? Is he more manly? What are his defects? My dear 
George is too young for you to guess at his character ; but I should 
be glad to hear he is healthy. I desire you never to forget making 
my best compliments to the Wymondesors whenever you see them. 
Mrs. Hodges and Mrs. Hastings have always my good wishes, and 
I beg you to make my compliments to Mr. Hodges, and my best 
respects acceptable to young Mrs. Hodges. Adieu, my dear Hast- 
ings ; send me word what you hear of me, and believe me unalter* 
ably your obliged and affectionate friend and servant, 

" Huntingdon/* 
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« Naples, May 17, 1774. 

" I received your letter, my dear Hastings, last post, and having 
wrote to you twice since I heard from you, shall make no answer to 
your reproaches. Lord Rawdon says, his father has money ready 
for a captain's commission for him. If he fails, I will supply the 
money, therefore pursue your intentions of purchasing for him at 
any price. Mr. Rawdon, having profited by being abroad as much 
as can be expected at his age, is gone to Gibraltar, whence, after 
two months stay, in order to learn his trade, he will proceed to Ire- 
land to join his regiment, and be under the eye of his father and 
mother. Charles wants me to purchase for him into the light horse, 
and I have written to Lord Barrington and Lord Harcourt to 
request their favour towards him. I should like England best, be- 
cause he will be near me. I am most excessively satisfied with him, 
and he with me. Try what you can do for him. I wait a letter 
from General Conway to engage his interest, whenever I write my 
answer. Colonel Phillips was very civil to him at Gibraltar, and is 
a friend of Hervey's. Remember me affectionately to General 
Clinton. If I was indiscreet in writing to Lord B. and the General, 
it was the eagerness of my young soldiers which led me into the 
fault. Adieu ; it is post day, I have many letters to write, and am 
engaged out to a great dinner. Quaere, my dear Hastings, whether 
it may not be as well to defer trying this purchase till Lord Rawdon 
returns home ? He should make the tour of Germany^ and he may 
get a captain's commission for the usual price before he returns. 
If he does not, it will then be a good time to go to Gibraltar, after 
having seen a litUe of the military in Germany. Adieu. Do what 
b best; but my second thoughts appear so to me. 

" Yours affectionately, 

" Huntingdon. 
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" Let Lord Barrington know that Mr. Rawdon has joined his 
regiment ; and put me in a way to get leave for Charles to make 
the tour of Germany with me, whether he succeeds in purchasing 
into the light horse or not. The pretence of his seeing the Austrian 
and German troops will not be unserviceable. If the war continues, 
Lord Rawdon has a mind to serve next campaign against the 
Turks, and Charles may accompany him. Do not mention to any 
body my second thoughts with regard to Lord Rawdon's commis- 
sion. I would have him impute the not succeeding to the difficulty 
of obtaining leave to sell. 

" Naples, October 19, 1774. 

" I wrote to you, my dear Hastings, about a week ago, and I 
hope the contents of my letter were satisfactory to you. As I flatter 
myself Lord Rawdon is now able to reap advantage from every si- 
tuation in the great world, I intend he shall pass the winter at 
Vienna, and that without the company of a governor. I shall 
therefore set him on his journey, and continue mine to England^ 
where I hope to be by Christmas. 

Adieu, my dear George. 

Believe me yours affectionately, 

" Huntingdon." 



(4 



"Sir, "St. James's Place, April 1, 1778. 

" I see you were entirely uninformed of the further orders given 
for stopping the troops going to America; so that your honour is 
quite safe on that score. Lord Amherst assures me that the King 
will not forget my request in favour of Lord Rawdon ; and advised 
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me, on account of the multiplicity of business, to wait the King's 
time without renewing my application. Mr. Hastings sets mit soon " 
for Gibraltar. 

" Yours, most sincerely, 

" Huntingdon.'* 

** To Lieutenant Colonel Hastings, at 
Belton, Loughborough." 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



OF THE ANCESTORS OF HANS FRANCIS, ELEVENTH AND PRESENT EARL 

OF HUNTINGDON. 

After the death of Francis, the tenth Earl of Huntingdon, as if 
by common consent of all parties, as well those who endured the 
wrong, as those who profited by it, the title was permitted to drop 
into oblivion, and the fortune, destined to support its lustre, tamely 
suffered to be frittered, and transferred, and to devolve, away, how- 
ever illegally, even in the presence, and under the very eyes, 
of the rightful heirs of both, without an effort, on their part, to 
prevent such spoliation. By this strange and culpable apathy, 
the family with whom the heirship rested, year after year, gradually 
lost sight of it, to the irreparable prejudice of their posterity, who 
have now succeeded to the noble inheritance, with all its honours 
unimpaired it is true, but almost wholly shorn of the revenues which 
belonged to it, and which are so indispensable to the true main- 
tenance of its dignity. * To the character of the late Earl we have 
wiUingly givei^ every advantage of contemporary praise ; but justice 
here compels us to visit upon his memory all the odium of having 
deliberately alienated, as far as in him lay, the possessions which 
were attached to, and should descend with, the title of his ancestors ; 
and this under no palliating ignorance, that the Earldom should 

* Sir William Temple, with great justice I think, considers our constitution as de- 
fective, that there is not an unalienable estate in land connected with a peerage. 

Z 2 
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become extinct at his death, but with the full consciousness on his 
mind, that the succession belonged to the family of Theophilus and 
George, his kinsmen and intimate friends, and must one day de- 
volve upon them, or their issue. " The claims of this branch,' 
says the invaluable letter of the Countess of Moira, hereafter in- 
serted, ** were acknowledged by my father, and all my famil}% and 
the proofs were delivered to my late brother Francis, last Earl of 
Huntingdon/' — " My aunt, Lady Anne Hastings, told me she had 
given the proofs to my deceased brother, and my father always as- 
sented to their having the claim of presumptive heirs." His Lord- 
ship therefore was long and fully apprised of the circumstances in 
which the succession stood; and under whatever influence, or par- 
tiality, or with whatever concert, he acted, truth must stamp the 
transaction as a deep, deliberate, and unprovoked family and per- 
sonal injury, as well as a flagrant public injustice. The Reverend 
Theophilus Hastings, uncle to the present Earl, was, or imagined 
himself to be, then too old to prosecute his claim as immediate 
heir. His younger brother. Colonel George, who died a few years 
before him, during the latter part of his life was rendered unable, 
by mental incapacity, occasioned by a fall from his horse, to attend 
to any business ; and though possessed of very important papers, 
some of which he destroyed in a temporary fit of derangement, 
never could take any steps to secure the inheritance to his issue. 
His sons, in the bnstle of professional life, and honourably serving 
their country in foreign parts by land and sea, had little leisure for 
reviving the subject; or, if attention was turned that way, found 
themselves precluded by Umited fortune from entering on so ex- 
pensive a process. Thus, by negligence and inability on the one 
hand, and criminal artifice and interested mystery on the other, the 
Ancient Earldom of Huntingdon had been suffered to remain in 
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abeyance for nearly thirty years, when it was at last claimed and 
obtained by Hans Francis, the eleventh and present Earl, as eldest 
lineal male descendant of Sir Edward Hastings, fourth son of 
Francis, the second Earl, to which Sir Edward, therefore, it now 
becomes our duty to return, in order distinctly to trace the restored 
line down to his Lordship, the recent successor. 

This Sir Edward Hastings, then, was of the Abbey of Leicester, 
and fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, and younger 
brother of Henry and George, third and fourth Earls. He espoused 
Barbara, eldest daughter and coheir of Sir William Devereux, Knt. 
of Mireval Abbey, Warwickshire, third son of Walter, Viscount 
Hereford, and widow of Edward Cave, Esq. of Ingarsby, in Lei- 
cestershire ; and by that lady had two sons, Henry and Walter, the 
latter of whom died without issue. In the records of the Court of 
Exchequer, we find an entry of the following rule, dated 20th of 
November, twenty-first of Elizabeth. 

" Whereas the Abbey of Leicester, in the county of Leicester, is 
seized into her Majesty's hands for the debt of Henry, late Earl of 
Huntingdon, at 20/. per annum^ and the same charged in the ac- 
count of William Skipwith, Esq. now SheriflF of the said county. 
And whereas, this Court was informed, in Trinity term last past, by 
Sir Edward Hastings, Knight, tenant of the said abbey, that he pur- 
chased the said abbey of the said Earl, in the twenty-second year 
of her Majesty's reign, and that all the debts of the said Earl due to 
her Majesty before the time of his purchase were answered; and 
prayed that process might be stayed, and offered to enter into bond 
in this court to pay the said seizure, or else procure his discharge 
before the end of this term, which this Court thought reasonable, 
and the said Edward entered into a bond accordingly : now for- 
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asmuch as this Court is further informed by Mr. Morgan, being of 
counsel with the said Sir Edward Hastings, that the said Sir Ed- 
ward, by reason of extreme sickness wherewith he had been visited 
ahnost ever since, (and at this time is in great peril of death,) could 
not proceed in pleading his discharge, and humbly craved longer 
time for the same, and that no advantage should be taken by reason 
of his said bond, it is ordered by this Court the 20th of November, 
this term, that the said Sir Edward Hastings shall have day given 
until the next term, to procure his discharge of the said seizure ; and 
his said bond to remain as it now doth, and no process to be made 
thereupon/' 

Sir Edward died in 1603, and was buried at Ashby de la Zouch. 
In the old registry book of the parish of St. Mary's, in Leicester, is 
preserved the annexed curious licence, granted, in I6l8, to Lady 
Barbara, his relict, permitting her to eat flesh during Lent on ac- 
count of her great age. 

" Whereas a licence in the beginning of Lent was granted by me 
John Bonnet, minister of the parish of Saint Mary's, Leicester, to the 
Lady Barbara Hastings, of the Newark, next adjoining to the parish 
aforesaid; and another the same time to John Chippendale, Doctor 
of Law, of the Newark aforesaid, to license them, in respect to 
their great age and weak estate, to eat flesh, and those licences to 
endure for one week only ; now because it appeareth that the neces- 
sity of their health requireth a continuance of the said licences ; 
know, therefore, that I the said John Bonnet do license the said 
Lady Hastings and John Chippendale, to eat flesh at their pleasure 
during the whole Lent, according to a statute in that case made and 
provided. In witness whereof I have caused it to be registered in 
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the church book, under the hands of me the minister aforesaid, and 
one of the churchwardens, as the statute requires, the 26th of Fe- 
bruary, in the year of Christ, according to the computation of the 
church of England, I6I8. By me 

" John Bonnet, 

** Minister of St Mary's, Leicester, in Lei- 
cestershire, and Curate there." 

Sir Henry, eldest son of Sir Edward, purchased Humberston, 
and was knighted April 23, 1603, by King James the First, at 
Belvoir Castle, and obtained, by letters patent from his Majesty, 
in consideration of the sum of 4000/. paid by him and Henry Cut- 
ler, Gent, the manor of Whitwick, with the lands belonging to it, 
formerly the property of the Duke of Suflfolk, attainted of high 
treason, together with Burdon Park, and all the messuages, lands, 
&c. in Charwood Forest, appertaining to the said manor.* 

In the year I619 he was sheriff of Leicester. He married 
Mabel, daughter of Anthony Faunt, of Fauston, and by her had 
four sons, Henry, Walter, Richard, and Anthony ; and two daugh- 
ters. Walter and Richard, the second and third sons, died without 
is^ue, the former at Windsor, circa 1672 ; and Anthony, the 
fourth, who was of Windsor, married a Miss Watkinson, by whom 
he had a son, Henry. This Henry went to Ireland, and is ancestor 
of the present Dean Hastings, of Newtownbutler, in that part of 
the United Kingdom. Sir Henry died in 1629, as did his wife 
the preceding year. On her tomb is the following inscription, 
now almost defaced. " Here lyeth buried the virtuous lady, and 
most worthy of all honour, Mabel, late wife of Sir Henry Hast- 
ings, Knight, soone of Sir Edward Hastings, soone of Francis Earl 

* See Harl. MSS. 3881. p. 69, b. 
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of Huntingdon. She was daughter of Anthony Faunt, of Paufr* 
ton, Esq/' 

Henry Hastings, of Humberston, Esq. eldest son of Sir Henry 

Hastings, married Jane, daughter of Goodall, of Belgrave, 

in Leicestershire, Esq. by whom he had issue five sons, Henry, 
Walter, Richard, Ferdinando, and Edward, and five daughters; 
and died, as appears by the registry of Humberston, at which place 
he was buried, about the year 1654. This gentleman, in conse- 
quence of his loyal attachment to Charles the First, suffered great 
persecution from the parliamentary forces, who took him prisoner 
and confined him at Leicester, while they kept Humberston in their 
hands. He was at last obliged, by losses and exactions, to sell that 
place, having been fined 2072/. 13s. 4d. by the sequestrators, as 
was also his brother Anthony for maintaining similar principles of 
loyalty towards his unfortunate sovereign. Of the five sons, 
Edward, the fifth, and Ferdinando, the fourth, died young and 
unmarried ; Henry, the eldest, who, in the pedigree of Sir Edward 
Hastings, of 1681, is described as " the next male branch to the 
Earls of Huntingdon, after the descendants of Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands,'" married Pentecost, daughter of Edmund Smally, of 
Leicester, and dying without issue, as appears by his will, ap- 
pointed her his sole executrix, and bequeathed her all his real and 
personal estate. Walter, the second son, who was of Rempston, in 
Nottingham, espoused Hannah, daughter of Edmund Craddock, of 
lieicester, by whom he had issue two daughters, Jane and Anne, 
both married, and an only son Henry, who was of Castle Donning- 
ton, and died at Loughborough, in the year 1753, a bachelor ; and 
Richard, the third son, whose issue continued the succession, was 
of Welford, in Northamptonshire, and, dying in 1714-, left by his 
wife Sarah Sleath, who died in 1707» an only son Henry, to whom 
he bequeathed all his possessions. 
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Heniy listings, only son of Richard Hasting^, of Welford, 
bom in 1701, was left an orphan at the age of fourteen years, and 
the trustees appointed by his father's will dissipated a great part of 

his property. In 1727 he married Elizabeth, daughter of ~< 

Hudson, Esq. and had issue by her three sons, Theophilus Henry, 
George, and Ferdinando ; and two daughters, one of whom Sarah wai 
married to Thomas Needham, Esq. His death took place in 1786; 
many years previous to which he was best known by the name of 
Lord Hastings bestowed upon him through courtesy, and anticipating 
his near and well-known claim to the earldom. Ferdinando, the 
youngest son^ died at Lutterworth of a decline, in his fourteenth year^ 
Theophilus Henry, the eldest son, was bom at Lutterworth, and 
baptised October 7th, 1728, Theophilus, the ninth Earl, being his 
god-father. He was educated for the church by the Reverend Gran* 
ville Wheeler, son of the famous traveller Sir George Wheeler, and 
husband of Lady Catherine Maria, fourth daughter of Theophilosi 
the seventh Earl. He was rector of Great and Little Leke, and of 
Osgathorpe, and Vicar of Belton. He espoused first, a Miss PratU 
who died not many months after their marriage ; and, secondly, in 
his 70th year, Elizabeth Warner, aged 50 ; and died in 1804, without 
issue and intestate. There is a whimsical anecdote connected with 
this second union, which we cannot resist the temptation of relating 
for its singularity. While Mr. Hastings was yet young, and resid* 
ing with the Earl of Huntingdon, in quality of domestic chaplain 
Id his Lordship, he became enamoured, somewhat uncanonicaUy, 
of a very pretty chambermaid, called Bessy Warner, then living in 
the family. The lover was assiduous and passionate, but Bess^ on 
her part, was quite as tenacious ; til), in the end, he pledged hit 
honour, with proper solemnity, that as soon as he had got possess 
lion of the living of Great and Little Leke, he would makelifir bi» 
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wife, upon x!^-tain present conditions, with which j on the faith of his 
word, she was at last induced to comply. In the ebbs and flows of 
human Ufe, and its shifting concerns, early acquaintances are soon 
separated^ and forgotten. Thirty years had elapsed. Mr. Hastings, 
meantime, had lost his first wife, and gained a second living — it was 
that of Great and Little Leke. One day the venerable old pastor was 
surprised by tJie apparition of a strange post-^chaise and four driving 
mpidly up, the avenue to the parsonage-house. An elderly gentle- 
i^^oman . alighted from it, and Miss Warner .was ushered into his 
reverend presence, her matron cheek covered with the blushes of 
memory! . After an interval of surprise and recognition, she pro- 
ceeded, to tell him ^^ that she had come to claim the fulfilment of 
his promise ; that he had long since made the acquisition of for- 
tune, on which his obligation of performance depended ; and that, 
on her part, she had never, by the shghtest indiscretion, swerved from 
an engagement which ^he considered sacred from the first moment/f 
How far the old gentleman, who had travelled north of his. grand 
climacteric, .might have felt startled at so abrupt and grave a pro- 
posal, and what remonstrances he might have urged '^ to cry this 
dreadful summoner grace,'" we know not ; but it is certain, that, 
after duly satisfying himself by diligent inquiry concerning the 
lady's conduct and character, which were found strictly correct and 
yirtuous from the date of her last interview : with . him, the banns, 
were formally announced in the church by himself, and the parties 
married accordingly. On this occasion he presented his bride with 
airing bearing the inscription, ^^ It is consummated,'' in Latin, which 
he enjoined her to wear as long . as she lived. . At the time of pub- 
lishing the banns, it is further told, he mentioned the bride by the 
familiar name of Betsy, upon which, ^she being then present, stood 
up in the pew, and said, ^^ her name was Elizabeth, not Betsy ;" the 
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whole of the auditors being higlily diverted by the unseasonable 
emendation. Such was Mr. Hastings^s conscientious amende honorable^ 
which cannot be viewed in any other than an amiable and creditable 
light ; and it were " devoutly to be wished'* that all whose passions 
impel them to similar injuries against female innocence might be 
obliged to follow his example in reparation. 

This gentleman was primitive in his notions and manners, and of 
a most hospitable temper, as was evinced, among other peculiari- 
ties, by a singular custom, punctually observed in his house, of 
lighting a large fire and candles, and leaving abundant refreshments 
in his kitchen every night, at the usual hour of the family retiring 
to rest, for the purpose of cheering and regaling such benighted 
traivellers as might chance to wander that way. Some of his indigent 
neighbours, it is said, were in the habit, secretly or under false 
pretences, of imposing on the good man's generosity, and nightly 
making themselves merry on the plenteous board spread for so 
benevolent a purpose. 

For some time after the late Earl's death the Reverend Mr. 
Hastings assumed the title of Earl of Huntingdon ; and there is a stone 
pillar standing in front of the Parsonage House, at Leke, on which 
there was a plate bearing a Latin inscription, stating him to be the 
eleventh Earl of Huntingdon, godson of Theophilus, the ninth Earl, 
and entitled to the earldom by descent.* In fact it was notorious 
fiiat he was the inimediate heir. However, accustomed to pastoral 
duties and literary retirement, he had but little of ambition's 
** sterner stuff" about him; and was, moreover, strongly averse to 
the scene of litigation, in which the prosecution of his claim must 
necessarily have involved him, in consequence of the impediment 

• • f • . ■ r ^ .., ... 

* This plate covered another Latin inscription, stating that it was erected by Theophi- 
lus the second Earl of Huntingdon of that name. 
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fo£ £arl Francis's iniquitous will. At a more advanced period of 
liis life, and after his second marriage, when reproved by his friends 
for this strange neglect and indifference respecting the earldom, he 
used to parry the topic by pleading his great age, which warned him 
rather to retire from, than to seek, honours, and by saying, that h^ 
never would make Betsy, his wife, Countess of Huntingdon. 

We will conclude our account of the Reverend Theophilus 
Hastings with the subjoined letter written by him to^his parents. 



^ 



" Dear father and mother, Lcke, August 3, 1755. 

; •* This is the third time I* have written to you since I received 
j^onrs, informing me of my brother Ferdy's death. I was not at 
all surprised at that event, and indeed not greatly grieved ; for 
we were certain his sufferings were grievous in this worlds but 
iMtve great reason to. hope he is happy in'anolher. I think I need 
isy no more to persuade you to moderate your grief. I was at 
Ashby the Sunday and Monday before Lady Anne died ; there I 
wrote the first letter, and left it with Mrs. Ingle to be sent by Mr. 
Sleath. Lady Huntingdon was there at that time, and I had the 
honour of preaching twice before her. Her Ladyship is to dine here 
wiiii Mr* Wheeler to-morrow, and sets forward on Tuesday mom^ 
ing for Yorkshire to visit Lady Margaret, where she proposes to 
stay about a fortnight I don't know any thing of the particulars of 
Lady Anne's will, only that Miss Wheeler is s(de executrix, and 
tfiat I had the honour of being mentioned in it. Indeed it is little 
more than an honour, for what she has bequeathed me is of small 
value. It is a steel seal, with the crest of the family upon it. Mr. 
Wheeler came here last Wednesday from Ashby, where he has been 
since the funeral. How long he will stay with us I don't know. 
His coachman told me that Richard was to be at Lutterworth on 
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Thurfeday ; I hope it was to acquaint you that her Ladyidiip h^ not 
forgotten you in her will. I have only time to desire you will 
make yourselves easy; my love to sister Sally, and brothers and 
sister at Eaton, and to subscribe myself, dear father and mother^ 
your afTectionate son, " T. Hastings.'' 

In his religious principles Mr. Hastings was a zealous supporter 
of the established faith, and a constant and animated opposer of 
the sect of Methodists, by which last application of his talents ha 
incurred the severe displeasure of the Countess Dowager Selina^ 
and probably the loss of a great part of her fortune, which might 
otherwise have been bequeathed to him, or his brother's family* 

George Hastings, second son of Henry Hastings, of Lutter^ 
worth, Esq. wbl bom in that town, and baptized on the 6th of 
Juiie, 1735. Ineophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, then enjojring 
the succession, took both George and his elder brother Theophilus 
Henry, at a prq[>er age, under his immediate protection, and gave 
charge of their education to the Reverend Mr. Wheeler, jointly 
with that of his own son Lord Francis, afterwards tenth Eari. 
George, it appears, was in his school-days extremely wild, and of 
a very ^^ truant disposition ; " and the Earl, in order to reclaim him 
from his idle habits, put in practice a little stratagem well calcu*- 
kted to call back the scattered faculties of an aspiring young mind 
to their proper sphere of action. His Lordship one day took occa- 
sion, in a proper tone of severity, to inform the young offender, 
that if he did not in future pay more attention to his studies, he 
would certainly have him apprenticed to some mechanic employ- 
ment, as best befitting one whose inclinations seemed so much 
averse to any elegant acquirement. This menace, however^ 
produced little or no effect on the conduct of George, whose 



18t MEMOIRS OF 

boyish freaks, and impatience of his book, were as frequent and 
obvious as ever. At length Lord Huntingdon sent orders to his 
carpenter in the contiguous village of Donnington to attend him 
eiarly the following morning, before our young gentieman, then 
living at Donnington Park, should have made his appearance. On 
the arrival of this person, his Lordship, taking him privately into 
his study, revealed to him the scheme he had laid to bring about 
the reformation of his favourite ; and the cakpenter, being a man 
of much natural shrewdness and humour, at once entered into his 
employer's views. The culprit, as soon as he had got up, was suni- 
moned into their presence, and his Lordship, after much severe ani- 
madversion on the incurable misconduct of the boy, ordered him 
to consider himself the caipenter*s apprentice, under pain of the 
entire forfeiture of his future friendship ; at the sane time placing 
in the new master's hands a sum of money, which he said was a fee, 
and for the further purppse of providing the tyro with the necessary 
budget of tools. The servants in the family, with whom George's 
early manifestations of a most generous and forgiving temper had 
made him a great favourite, but who were ignorant of the secret, 
lamented his fate, and even dared loudly to murmur against his 
Lordship's injustice, threatening the carpenter with vengeance if he 
did not prove the kindest of masters. After breakfast, and when 
the proper preparations for departure were completed, an offer was 
made to send a carriage with the young adventurer as far as his 
destination ; but this he haughtily rejected, and left the park on foot, 
overwhelmed with shame, regret, and indignation. As they proceeded, 
the carpenter tried to soothe his wounded feelings, not omitting, at 
the same time, to reflect with due severity on the folly of the conduct 
which had thus driven him from the Earl's presence ; but George re- 
mained silent, thou^ not at all sulky^ the whole of the way. On enter- 
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^ mg the new abode he was kindly received by the family, and shown 
into a room, while the carpenter went out under pretence of procuring 
him a set of tools. Some time after he returned, accompanied by one 
of his workmen, laden with the necessary implements. These he 
presented, with a long dissertation on the particular uses and excel- 
lence^of each, to George, who listened with much philosophic gravity, 
and even good humour ; after which prehminary lecture, he went out 
to indulge in the relaxation of an evening walk towards the centre of 
the town. By this time almost all the lads of the village had heard 
the story of hi» fallen fortunes, and gathered round him, tendering 
their, condolence and services, and railing at the Earl's cruelty. 
George returned thanks to his juvenile friends for their kindness, 
and then, collecting courage, addressed them in very animated 
terms, and with appropriate gesture. He had frequently, he 
said, heard his father declare that he was a near relative of the 
noble Earl, next in descent to the family estates and honours, and 
begged to ask, was it fit that such a person so bom and allied should 
be SL^coffin-makerP To this indignant inteirogatory an unanimous 
and clamorous negative was the reply. " Well then, my lads,'' • 
resumed the urchin orator, ^^ come with me to that house, (pointing 
to the carpenter's,) and assist me to carry those vile implements to 
the top of the hill above the Park, and there make a fire of them ; 
for ni be d — d if any Hastings of our blood shall ever stoop to 
drive a plane. So, come along, my lads, and we'll send for Lord 
Hastings to lend a hand." The tiny chieftain forthwith led his littie 
band to the attack ; and the carpenter, unwilling to resist, or pro- 
bably apprehensive of being roughly handled, quietiy surrendered 
the offensive tools, which were borne in triumph to the place of 

* 

execution, and there consmned amidst the reiterated and vociferous 
acclamations of this troop of young villagers. The Earl of Hunt- 
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ingdon, on learning this result o^ his scheme of reform, shed tears of 
pleasure, exclaiming, that George was a noble, high-spirited lad, that 
he would never forsake him, and that he should have a commission as 
soon as he would be old enough. He was immediately reinstated 
in his Lordship's good graces, and soon became a greater favourite 
ihan ever at Donnington Park, especially among th0 females of Hie 
family, who admired the surpassing beauty and manly graces of his 
person, as much as they were charmed with his affable elegance c^ 
manners, and unceasing good humour. 

His noble and revered old patron having died, and he having 
completed his education with credit, his ambition was soon gratified 
by the appointment procured for him, through the family interest, of 
a Lieutenancy in the 9th Regiment of Foot ; and, after an interval of 
seven years service, he was promoted to a Captaincy in the same 
corps. Before he left Donnington Park, and after that period, he 
was so much beloved by Lord Francb, who had succeeded to the 
title, that he might have been almost considered necessary to that 
nobleman*s existence. He was his companion in all his recreations 
and amusements, and was entirely in his confidence, which he de- 
served and improved. They were mutually and inseparably at- 
tached. Every wish and intention of his Lordship was unbosomed 
in confidence for the advice and approval of his friend. Amidst the 
sunshine of such prosperity and favour, and in the constant inter- 
course of reciprocal regard. Captain Hastings never looked for a 
reverse, nor dreamed of estrangement. But a more intoxicating, 
and, alas ! not less delusive, hope was now set before him. His me^ 
rits had placed him high in the estimation of every member of the 
family ; and the Countess Dowager, in the warmth of her friendship, 
wished to bind still closer, and perpetuate^ those feelings of esteem, by 
an union between him and her youngest daughter^ the amiable Lady 
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' Selina. She took an early opportunity of consulting the Earl, her 
son, on the subject, who, on his part, consented with all possible 
alacrity ; and instant research was thereupon ordered to be made to 

« 

ascertain, beyond dispute, the pedigree of the future bridegroom, 
and the degree of consanguinity in which he stood to this noble fa- 
mily. The persons employed on this occasion were a solicitor of 
considerable talent then residing in Castle Donnington, and Mr. 
Dawson, the steward, a man of the strictest principles, and of the 
greatest intelligence in such matters. After a most diligent and sue* 
cessful search, they declared it to be their opinion, that Mr. Theo- 
philus Hastings, and after him, his younger brother Mr. George, 
were presumptive heirs to the title and estates, in failure of the then 
Earl and his issue. This news was received with enthusiasm by all 
the tenantry, with whom their beloved Captain was a peculiar fa- 
vourite. The bells of Castle Donnington rapg many a merry peal, 
seconded by other rejoicings, in manifestation of the pleasure and 
happiness which such an assurance imparted to every breast. Among 
the members of the family who were most actively employed in ma- 
naging the preparations, and maturing the arrangements, for the 
nuptials, was Lady Anne Hastings, the aunt of the intended bride. 
She took charge of all the documents, and gave orders, with the con- 
sent of the Countess, for tlie immediate celebration of the marriage. 
ITie Earl promised a handsome settlement ; the preliminaries were 
nearly completed ; every heart beat with impatience for the accom- 
plishment of an union so auspicious ; and hope and affection ab- 
sorbed every thought of the youthful lovers. At that moment it 
pleased an omniscient Providence, whose dispensations we are not 
permitted to question, suddenly to deprive the Lady Selina of exist- 
ence, on the 12th of May, 1763, to. the unspeakable affliction of the 
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family, and the almost total deprivation of reason in her intended 

husband. 

Captain Hastings, in the mean time, having received orders to 
join his regiment, tried to dissipate his melancholy amidst the bustle 
and occupations of a gay profession, and a gay metropolis. He soon 
after purchased a company in the 3d regiment of Foot Guards, and 
had apartments assigned to him in St. Jameses Palace. Here h^ be- 
came a particular favourite with our present venerable Sovereign, 
George the Third,* who was pleased, in the sequel, and after the 
proper gradations of service, to promote him to be Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel of that fine regiment. A lapse of six years had now so far 
softened the shock hi& feelings had suffered in the loss of Lady Se-^ 
Kna, as to leave his heart open to new impressions. He paid his ad- 
dresses to Sarah, daughter of Colonel Thomas Hodges, and of his 
wife — . , daughter of Sir Thomas Fowler, Bart, of Radnorshire, 

Wales, between whom and him a mutual tenderness had been con- 
ceived. His wounded affections, however, were not to be moved by 
female attractions of the ordinary stamp. Miss Hodges was justly 
considered one of the most captivating women of her time. Exqui* 
sitely lovely in her person, and adorned with every grace of manner 
and elegant accomplishment which the most finished education could 
bestow, these charms were enhanced by the sweetest disposition and 
a highly cultivated miiid. The sanction of her piarents having been 
obtained, the happy pair were united in St. James's Church, West- 
minster, on the second day of April, I769. On this joyful occasion 
the young couple received a polite invitation to spend some time at 
Donnington Park, where they were welcomed with every mark of 
affection and respect ; and Mrs. Hastings, by her goodness and 
amiable behaviour, became, and, thenceforward continued, a very 
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clear and valued friend of the Countess Dowager Selina. On the 19th 
of May, 1770, Mrs. Hastings blessed her affectionate husband with a 
son and heir, who was baptized Francis, in compliment to the then 
Earl, on which event many warm and friendly congratulations were 
made to the family at Donnington Park. Henry, their second son, 
was bom the 22d of July, 1774, and baptized the day following, the 
Duchess of Cumberland, who made her infant proteg^ a handsome 
present on the occason, standing god-mother. A short time before, 
the Colonel recovered some considerable property in right of his wifp ; 
and nothing now was wanting to their felicity ; happy in themselves, 
happy in the affections of their friends, and in the smiles of their 
sovereign. They occupied apartments in St. James's Palace, and 
moved in the first and most fashionable circles of the metropolis- 
Both the Colonel and his Lady were much caressed at Court, and 
distinguished by the gracious favour of the King and Queen, who 
often admitted them to their familiar society. Mrs. Hastings fre- 
quently accompanied her Majesty to Hampton Court, and in her 
other excursions of pleasure ; and the Colonel was a constant guest 
at the Royal board, and had the honour of being on intimate terms 
with the Prince of Wales, then quite a youth, as well as with the 
pther princes of the blood. The birth of the third son, Ferdinando, 
took place in the winter of 1776, and, on the 14th of August, 1779, 
a fourth son, Hans Francis, the present Earl of Huntingdon, was 
bom. During this series of happy events, the habitable part of the 
Castle of Ashby had been given by Earl Francis to Colonel Hast- 
ings, and fitted up as a country residence for the reception of his 
family. The Earl also gave him the Rabbit Warren, with all the 
grounds under that denomination adjoining the Castle ; and, after the 
family had arrived from London, his. Lordship was a daily visitor at 
Ashby, confirming by his countenance the then general reputation 
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of the country, (hat Theophilus, the old Reverend, as he was fami^' 
liarly called, and the Colonel, would be the heirs to the titles and 
the estates. In fact, from the moment the Colonel established him^ 
self within these venerable walls of his ancestors, consecrated by so 
many historical and family recollections, the order of the succession 
was considered a settled thing ; and, under this certainty, many of the 
tenantry submitted their private affairs, or accidental disagreements, 
to his arbitration and decision- One occurrence, indicative of the 
general feeling then prevalent on this subject, we shall beg leave to 
introduce here. The uniformity of the principal street of Ashby was 
at that time destroyed, as well as the pedestrian population much 
incommoded, particularly at night, by flights of steps projecting 
from the doors of the principal inhabitants. This nuisance, which 
had excited some complaint, the Colonel undertook to remedy, and 
accordingly caused the steps to be entirely pulled down, thereby 
opening a safe and convenient foot-way. The proprietors, however 
much they disapproved of such demoUtion, did not attempt to resist 
him, impressed as they were with the conviction, that he was des- 
tined to be their future lord and master. It is further worthy of ob- 
servation, that, up to this period, the conduct of the Earl had been 
such as fully to warrant this conclusion in the minds of all parties, 
although he had already, namely, in the year 1779? with a most per- 
fidious and unprovoked duplicity, perfected the will in favour of his 
nephew, which is an eternal disgrace to his memory. His Lordship 
had been long in possession of every document and tradition, neces- 
sary to prove the Colonel's hereditary right, and he must, moreover, 
have known of the existence of the deed of settlement of June, I69I, 
made by Theophilus, the seventh Earl, intended to secure a positive 
and distinct provision for the successor to the Earldom, as the fol- 
lowing clause, extracted from it, sufficiently discloses. 
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^^ And the said Earl of Huntingdon also finding that, as his estate 
now standeth, if it shall please God that he should die without heir 
male of his body, there will not be any part thereof devised or coine 
to the person or persons, who shall in such case be Earls of Hunting- 
don, by reason whereof the said honour and dignity will be destitute 
of sufficient revenue to support the same : Now this indenture wit- 
nesseth, that, for the preventing the said inconveniences, and for 
and in consideration of the natural love and affection which he the 
said Earl of Huntingdon hath and beareth, &c. and to the intent 
that the persons hereinafter named, to whom, or some of whom, the 
honour and title of Earl of Huntingdon may come, in case the said 
Earl shall happen to die without issue-male of his body begotten, 
may be completely provided for, and the said honoured title freed 
from contempt, and for settling the manors,'' &c. &c. Then follows 
the conveyance of the estates of Donnington and Melbourne, in 
trust, to the use of the various persons therein named, among whom 
is the great grandfather of Hans Francis, the present Earl, which 
latter is now the eldest surviving lineal male descendant and heir male 
of Francb, second Earl. 

On becoming of age, in 1753, Earl Francis suflFered a recovery 
of every one of his properties in (he counties of Leicester, Derby, 
and Stafford, except the very estates specified in this deed ; and 
by no subsequent act of his life, unless his will can be tortured 
to constitute such act, did he ever alienate these estates. The 
present Earl, however, by a sort of chequered destiny, has suc- 
ceeded to the tide under the most adverse, yet, at the same time 
the most providential, circumstances ; and it cannot be expected 
that he should at once be able to expose and redress all his wrongs, 
or collect and substantiate every scattered claim " blown vagabond 
and frustrate" by the usurpers of his inheritance. But we must nat 
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forget that we are writing a history here, and not discussing a legal 
question- To return, therefore, from this inadvertent digression. 
Colonel Hastings, about the year 1790, had the misfortune, while 
riding in St. James's Park, to be thrown from his. horse, and his 
head coming in contact with one of the trees or benches, occa- 
sioned a fracture of the scull, by reason of which he was subject to 
periodical fits of insanity for the remainder of his Ufe. He was, in 
consequence, placed under the immediate care of a most skilful 
and respectable surgeon in Loughborough, the present Mr. Vicars 
of that town, who did every thing for his patient that humanity 
tould dictate, or science accompUsh, but with little > beneficial 
-effect. During his intervals of comparative ease he occasionally 
visited Ashby, or went to see his brother Theophilus, then residing 
at Belton. Of these peregrinations of the Colonel, and of the 
imelancboly, though whimsical, aberrations of his intellect, the 
gentry of that part of the country to this day relate several curious 
anecdotes. Sometimes he imagined himself owner of the entire 
country; at others, that he was reduced to the lowest extremity of 
distress ; and, labouring under this last impression, would go to his 
nearest neighbour, and beg of him to give him a couple of cows, or 
<ftie or two hundred pounds. His friends always promised com- 
pliance, Ivhich perfectly satisfied the applicant^ and he went quietly 
away, generally reprobating the ideal spoilerii of his fortune. In one 
of these temporary paroxysms he unfortunately destroyed a number 
of very valuable pap>ers, relative to the succession and history of the 
ikmily;, given him by the Countess Dowager Selina, and which, it is 
txiore than probable, would now be of the utmost consequence in 
solving some important points involved in suspicious mystery. This 
rash act he committed in the presence of one of his kinsmen and 
a servant, who, as he was armed at the time, durst not interfere to 
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prevent him, and under a delusive belief that his brother had sud- 
denly got a large family who would deprive him of the successioi;!, 
to prevent which, as he imagined, he destroyed the papers. 

In the mean time the Earl of Huntingdon died, on the 2d of 
October, 1789, leaving, among other bequests, the sum of 1000/. to 
Colonel Hastings. This item of his uncle's will Lord Moira com- 
municated to the Colonel in the following letter, which is its own 
comment : — 

** My dear sir, London, October 7, 1789. 

*' Upon the melancholy event which has taken place, consolation 
to you would come awkwardly from my distressed feelings, and 
condolence would be most superfluous. I shall therefore satisfy 
myself with simply imparting to you a proof of the warm regard 
which my uncle to the last bore to you, an intention which I 
have felt it a duty towards his kindness to transmit as soon a^^ my 
spirits were sufficiently recollected. He has bequeathed to you one 
thousand pounds. Let me say I feel particular satisfaction at this 
proof of his affection towards you, and, that his intentions may 
operate as fully as possible for your convenience, I will, as execu^ 
tor, take care that the payment (which is directed within the year) 
shall be made as immediately as I can possibly assume the neces- 
sary direction of the affairs. To me nothing will more soothe the 
heavy regret for his loss than any opportunity of showing attention 
to those who were attached to him ; added to which you well know, 
my dear sir, my sentiments of personal regard for you; and you 
will believe me 

" Very faithfully yours, 

" Rawdon." 
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On the 10th of the same month of October, Lord Moira, his 
uncle's remains being yet unburied, proved the will, and, under its 
authority and provisions, forthwith possessed himself of all the 
estates, &c. &c. The shock occasioned by so sudden and unex- 
pected a turn of affairs finished to overwhelm the Colonel's remains 
of reason ; and his brother Theophilus at first heard the news with 
the most firm increduUty, exclaiming that the thing was utterly im- 
possible. Soon finding, however, that the distressing intelligence was 
but too true, he resolved, in the first instance, it is said, to challenge 
the will as a genuine instrument, and afterwards determined to 
question its validity. But the winter of old age is not the season 
for enterprizes of such " pith and moment,'' and chilled in his mind 
the sense of wrong as well as the ardency of ambition. After the 
first impulsive feeling of amazement and indignation was over he 
gradually relinquished the idea of litigation, although to the latest 
moment of his life he reprobated the Earl's duplicity, which lulled 
him and his brother into a false security, and looked upon Lord 
Moira in no bettier light than the usurper of the rights of his family. 
Colonel Hastings, being rendered quite incapable, by his unfortu- 
nate malady, of managing his domestic concerns, the burthen of 
that duty necessarily devolved on his wife, who acquitted herself 
with so much abiUty and prudence, as never will be erased from the 
memory of her children. Among the friends who offered their 
advice and assistance in providing for the sons, then rising to man- 
hood. Lord Moira exerted his influence, and procured Henry, the 
eldest, a commission in the 25th Regiment, and afterwards had him 
promoted to a Captaincy in the 3d West India Regiment, com- 
manded by Colonel Kepple. He proceeded to join that corps at 
Martinique, but the first breath of that climate was fatal to him. 
He was violently attacked by the yellow fever, and soon died in all 
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the horrors of that frightful disease about the beginning of the year 
1796. This melancholy event, added to her other sorrows, almoiit 
reduced Mrs. Hastings to the brink of the grave ; but her cup of af- 
fliction was not yet full. Ferdinando, the second son, a fine pro- 
mising youth, was soon after sent out under the same inauspicious 
patronage, as Captain in a Regiment stationed in the same quarter. 
Not many weeks after his arrival in the island, where his brother 
had found an early grave, he also, on the 22d of February, 1801, 
fell a victim to that terrible distemper peculiar to the climate. 
Francis, the first-bom, had died in his sixth year, so that there now 
remained, to the heart-broken, and worse than widowed mother, 
only one son, Hans Francis, the youngest, whom Providence has 
preserved, amidst the perils of warfare and the deep, to revive the 
long lost dignities of his illustrious House. 

In 1800, Colonel Hastings's malady increased. For the con- 
venience of his medical attendant, as well as the benefit of his na^ 
tive air, and as early scenes and connexions tended to soothe his 
mind, he had lived a considerable time among his friends in the 
country, while Mrs. Hastings, with her two daughters, resided for 
the most part in London. In this state of things his affairs had 
naturally fallen into decay. The premature death of his third son, 
Ferdinando, was soon followed by his own. He expired on the 6th 
day of February, 1802, at the house of a relative in Belton; and his 
remains were interred in the centre aisle of the church of that 
village, with the following inscription on a marble slab placed over 
his grave : 
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• * In Memory of 

George Hastings, Esquire, 

late a 

Lieutenant Colonel 

in his 

Majesty's Third Regiment of Guards, 

who departed this life 

the 6th of Feb. 

1802, 

In the 68th year of his age. 

Besides the four sons already enumerated, Colonel Hastings had 
also two daughters ; Sarah, who died unmarried in 1815, in Kent, 
and Selina Elizabeth, now living and unmarried. Mrs. Hastings, 
after a widowhood of five years, died in retirement in the same 
county. 

The following miscellaneous letters have reference to the parties 
of whom this chapter treats, and are sufficiently interesting to claim 
a place at its conclusion. 

" My dear Sir, «« London, July 1. 

" I received your letter last night, but happen to be so busy at 
this moment, that I can only say, I write by this post to have some 
venison sent immediately to Mrs. Hastings, as well as to Mrs. 
Cobbe.* Your further commands I will attend to hereafter. With 
best compliments to Mrs. H. 

*' I am, dear Sir, 

" Your sincere humble servant, 

" Rawdon.' 

" To Colonel Hastings." 



* The lady to whom his Lordship here alludes, was mother to the present Countess of 
Huntingdon, the two families, long before any matrimonial connexicm was thought of, 
being on terms of intimate friendship. 
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** My dearest dear Father, « Portsmouth, July 20, 1795. 

" I should have been happy to have paid my duty to you and my 
uncle had time permitted ; but I was allowed only a few days .to go 
to my grandmother, who has been so good as to defray the whole 
expense of fitting me out for this expedition, as she also did when I 
first went into the army, and has always supplied me with money 
and necessaries ever since I left Leicestershire. Be assured, my 
dear father, of the very great affection I have for you; and I flatter 
myself, by my good conduct and attention to my duty, to merit the 
continuance of yours. I am in Colonel Kepple's regiment, and will 
write to you on my arrival in the West Indies. I cannot express 
the great joy I feel at my good fortune in having so kind a patron 
as Lord Moira has been in getting me promoted, so early in life, 
to a company, and in a regiment not subject to reduction in the 
event of a peace. Had I remained in the 25th regiment, any pro- 
motion I might expect would have been in the second battalion, 
which will certainly be ultimately disbanded ; besides, many would 
have purchased, which must have retarded my advancement. That 
I will like the West Indies I make no doubt, as 1 am prepared both 
for the sea and the climate, having been at Newfoundland three 
very hot months, and I never enjoyed better health than I did 
during that time. At present also I am in high health and spirits, 
and am, my dearest father, 

" Your ever affectionate son, 

" Henry Hastings, 

** Captain in Colonel Kepple's Regiment^ 

<< To George Hastings, Esq. 
at Loughborough.'' 
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" Dear Brother, « Hampton Court Palace, June 6th, ITg*. 

" I hope you will excuse my troubling you with this, as my dear 
Henry is going out with Admiral Sir James Wallace to Newfound- 
land, which is reckoned a very good station and healthy, though 
cold. He will be absent some months, and wishes very much for 
his father's pistols to take with him. They are at Toby's, in a 
green baise bag ; therefore I shall be obliged to you to tell Toby to 
send them to Loughborough as soon as possible, to be forwarded 
by the coach directed to me at Mr. Macdonald's^ linen-draper. 
No. 146, New Bond-street, opposite Conduit-street, London, and I 
will have them sent on to him at Spithead. The reason of my de- 
siring them to be sent so immediately is, we expect Henry will sail 
within a week, and I am anxious he should get them before he 
goes. If there are two pair of pistols I would wish to have both, 
as Ando may also like to have a pair, but Henry has the first claim. 
My mother arid myself are reconciled to the dear boy's absence, as 
we are told by every body who has been there, that it is a very 
desirable and advantageous station. Henry says he expects to be 
back in March, and seems much pleased at the idea of going out. 
My mother has sent him a box of warm cloathing to guard him 
against the cold of the climate. Ando is at Southampton with 
Lord Moira^s troops, and the little sailor at Portsmouth soon going 
out on another cruise. We expect Sarah at home very soon for 
the holidays. Selina is in better health than she has been for years. 
Ando and Frank have both written to you, which they hope you 
have received. We have all great reason to be proud of the dear 
boys, as they are all beloved and approved of by their officers for 
their good behaviour. I beg a line to tell me when the pistols leave 
Loughborough, and hope it will be from yourself, as that would give 
me great pleasure, and that you will give a good account of your 
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own health. 1 should more frequently write to you about the dear 
boys, but from your silence I am fearful of being troublesome. My 
mother desires her kind compliments, and Selina her affectionate 
duty, and am, dear Brother, 

" Your obUged and affectionate Sister, 

'* Sarah Hastings.** 

<< To the Rev. Mr. Hastings, Belton.'' 

" My Dear George, « No. 7, Terrace, Kennington, April 21, 1801. 

" I hope this will find you in good health ; and I am sure it will 
give you pleasure to hear that our dear Selina is recovering * daily. 
She has still, however, frequent attacks of the spasms in her side, 
but I hope this fine weather will restore her to our wishes. Sarah, 

thank God, is in good health, and as good spirits as ever 

As soon as I hear from our dear Frank I will let you know. By the 
last letters I received from Ferdinando, he gives me hopes of his 
being in EiUgland in May, and as the last packet brought me none 
other, I flatter myself he is on his voyage.* That will be joy indeed 
to you and to us aU. I rejoice that our nephew Theophilus has got 
a curacy, but am sorry it has taken him so far from you. I have 
tried all my interest to get him a living or curacy, but without 
success. Your daughters desire their duty, and unite with me in 
kind love to you ; for be assured, neither their affection nor mine for 
you is lessened by absence ; and believe me, my dear George, 

Your tenderly affectionate wife, 

'* S. Hastings. 

Colonel Hastings, Uttie Leke^ 
near Loogfaboroogh.*' 

* It is melancholy to reflect, that, while Mrs. Hastings was indulging these yisions 
of maternal hope and affection, her son bad already fallen a victim to the mortality 
of the' climate.' 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



OF HANS FRANCIS, ELEVENTH AND FRESENT EARL OF HUNTINGDON. 

Hans FRANCIS, present Earl of Huntingdon, and eleventh in 
succession of the noble family of Hastings to that ancient title, is 
fourth and only surviving son of Colonel George Hastings, and was 
bom in the parish of St. Mary-le-bone, London, on the 14th of Au- 
gust, 1779. When he was about eight years old, the late Earl Fran- 
cis, his predecessor, placed him on the foundation of Repton school, 
where he remained for three years, at the expiration of which the 
present Marquis of Hastings had him removed to Betsworth Aca- 
demy, at Chelsea, in order to fit him for the important profession 
of the navy. We shall briefly follow his Lordship's progress in this 
arduous calling, through twelve years of almost incessant service, 
during which he bore a part in many of (he most brilliant naval 
exploits achieved within that period, not without meriting Ihe ap- 
probation and esteem of his superior officers, besides the additional 
testimony of some honourable scars. Having completed the usual 
preparatory course of study at Betsworth Academy, he was placed, 
early in the year 1793, just about the commencement of (he late 
eventful war, under the immediate protection of Sir John Borlase 
Warren, who, at that time, commanded the Flora frigate, thirty-six 
guns, fitting at Deptford. Sir John sailed soon after from Spithead, 
together with the Inconstant, Captain Montgomery, as convoy to 
the Lisbon and Oporto fleets ; and, during a cruise taken in the in- 
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terval between the arrival and departure of the convoy, chased a 
frigate into UOrient, and captured L'AfFam^e privateer. The 
Flora, in company with the Endymion frigate, and Fury sloop, af- 
terwards proceeded to escort the two merchant fleets, consisting of 
ninety-seven sail, and arrived safely with them in the Downs, about 
the middle of October the same year. In the November following 
Sir John received orders to hoist the flag of Rear Admiral M*Bride, 
who commanded a squadron of several frigates, then ordered to es- 
cort, to the islands of Guernsey and Jersey, the British troops 
under Earl Moira, destined to succour the royalist army in France, 
which at that time had penetrated to Granville, Avranches, and 
Dol. Several officers of high rank, both English and French, em- 
barked in the Flora, among whom were the Earl of Moira, Gene- 
rals Crosby, Hunter, and Grant, besides the French Counts, D'Her- 
villy, Conway, and St. Vincent After the disembarkation of four 
thousand men at Guernsey, and their subsequent removal to the 
Isle of Wight, Admiral M'Bride shifted his flag from the Flora to 
the Cumberland, 74 guns, which had joined his squadron; and sent 
Sir John, with the Crescent, La Nymphe, Druid, and Fury sloop, 
imder his command, on a cruise off the coast of France, where he 
captured La Vipere, national corvette brig, eighteen guns, and one 
hundred and ten men, off Havre de Grace, and drove two other 
cruisers of the enemy on shore. In March, ITQ^, after several 
months spent off Cherbourg, Havre, and St. Maloes, with Admiral 
M*Bride's force. Sir John was dispatched by that officer as com- 
modore in the Flora, with the Arethusa, Sir E. Pellew, Concorde, 
Sir R. Strachan, La Nymphe, Captain Murray, and the Melampus, 
Captain Wells, under his orders, to watch a squadron, composed of 
the best frigates the French navy could boast, and manned witli 
prime seamen, which generally rendezvoused at Cherbourg, or Can- 
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cale, whence they made frequent excursions to the great annoyance 
and obstruction of British commerce. Having steered for the 
Seven Islands on the coast of Britanny, Sir John, about day-break 
on the 23d of April, 1794^, descried the enemy standing out from 
Cancale Bay, on the watch to intercept the Cork trading fleet, of 
the sailing of which they had received information through hired 
emissaries. The signal was immediately made to form, and pre* 
pare for the action, which soon conunenced, and, after three hours 
hard fighting, terminated in the capture of La Pomone, one of the 
finest frigates ever built in France, forty-four guns, twenty-four 
pounders, and four hundred men; UEngageante, thirty-four guns, 
and four carronades, with three hundred men; and Le Babet, 
twenty-two guns, nine pounders, and two hundred men. Another 
frigate. La Resolue, escaped by - outsailing the Melampus and 
Nymphe, who chased her into Morlaix. The French commodore, 
Desgarceaux, was killed by the second broadside from the Flora, 
who led, seconded by the Arethusa, and gallantly supported by the 
other British ships. At this period Lord Huntingdon was Aid- 
de-camp to Sir John Warren, and continued so till removed from 
under his command in 1799- This victory, which inflicted so severe 
a blow on the pride and confidence of the enemy, was the first 
general action at which his Lordship was present. During the whole 
of the contest he kept his proper station on deck, firm and collected, 
though so rough a taste of his profession might be supposed to pro- 
duce other sensations on a mind not long released from school; 
more especially as the only man lost in the Flora, was killed by a 
cannon shot so close to him, that the brains, as if in performance of 
a kind of initiatory ceremony, bespattered his Lordship's face and 
clothes all over. His Majesty, soon after, was pleased to create Sir 
John one of the Knights of the Military Order of the Bath. It will 
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be satisfactory to insert in this place the more detailed narrative of 
the defeat and capture of the French, as officially communicated to 
Admiral M*Bride, in the dispatches of Commodore Sir J. B. War- 
ren, and Sir R. Strachan. 

" Si R, " Flora at Sea, April 25, 1794. 

" In pursuance of your orders, I proceeded with the ships named 
in the margin,* to cruise on the coast of France ; and on the twenty- 
third instant, from variable winds, being to the westward of Guern- 
sey, Rock Dove-f bearing E. by S. four or five leagues, the Seven 
Islands S. S- W. four or five leagues, Guernsey N, E. half east 
seven or eight leagues ; I discovered, at four in the morning, four 
sail standing out to sea upon the larboard tack, the wind S. S. W.; 
and, as the morning began to break, I saw from their manoeuvres, 
and firing of guns, they were some of the enemy's ships of war. 
They soon afterward appeared in a line of batde on the larboard 
tack: and, as our ships, from having chased, were not collected, I 
made the signal to form in succession. We crossed each other on 
contrary tacks, and the enemy began an action at a considerable 
distance; their stemmost ship having passed over, they again 
tacked ; but the wind changing two points in our favour, I perceived 
it was impossible to weather them; and therefore made the signal 
for the ships to engage as they came up, so as to prevent the enemy 
gaining their own shore, and to obUge them to come to a close ac- 
tion ; I am happy to say we succeeded in this object. 

The engagement lasted nearly three hours, when two of the ships 
struck. I then made the signal for those who were coming up to 

* Arethusa, Melampos, La Nymphei and La Concorde. 

t Rock Dove Rocks, a large ledge of rocks more than a league in l^igth, about seren 
leagues S. S. W* from Guernsey. 
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pursue and engage the enemy; as, from the situation of this ship, 
having led the line into action, she was incapable of continuing the 
pursuit. 

** I am much indebted to Sir Edward Pellew, in the Arethusa, 
who was my second astern, and to the other officers amd ships 
under my command, who exerted themselves in engaging and pur- 
iiuing the enemy. 

*^ The French squadron consisted of L'Eqgageante, thirty-six 
guns, eighteen pounders, three hundred men. Monsieur Desgar- 
ceaux, Chef D'Escadre; La Pomone, forty-four guns, twenty-four 
pounders, four hundred men ; La Resolue, thirty-six guns, eighteen 
pounders, three hundred and twenty men; Le Babet, twenty-two 
guns, nine pounders, two hundred men: they sailed from Concale 
Bay the evening before we met them. 

" I owe every obligation and acknowledgment to the officers and 
crew of this ship, for their zeal and exertions upon this and every 
former occasion in the service of their King and country ; and trust 
you will recommend them to their Lordships' notice and pro- 
tection. 

; ^^ Enclosed are lists of the killed and wounded, and also of the 
ships taken from the enemy. 

" I have the honour to remain, &c, 

** John Borlase Warren/' 

After some time spent in refitting at Portsmouth, the Flora, toge- 
tl^r with the Arethusa and Melampus, were again detached from 
Admiral M^ Bride's squadron, on a separate pervice, cruising off the 
western coast of Britanny and La Vendue. At one time, owing to a 
peculiar combination of chances, they had no alternative left bjut to 
steer right through a part of the great convoy bound from Amcinca 
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Co France, laden with provisons and com for the latter, just at the 
period of her extremest distress. In this critical predicament they 
were pursued by three of the enem5"'s Une of battle ships (seventy- 
fours), and three frigates, for several hours ; and, though Sir John 
passed within hail, and spoke some of the rear of the convoy, he 
escaped at length from so unequal a force by superior nautical skill. 
About the commencement of the year 1795, Sir John received or- 
ders to hoist his broad pendant on board Lia Pomone, of forty-four 
guns, the largest of the frigates captured in the late action, as com* 
modore of an expedition then planned against the French coast. 
The naval force placed under his orders consisted of the Robust, 
seventy-four. Captain Thomborough ; the Thunderer, seventy-four, 
Captain Bertie ; Standard, sixty-four. Captain ElUson ; Anson, forty- 
four. Captain Durham; Artois, thirty-eight, Sir £dmund Nagle; 
Arethusa, thirty-eight, Captain Robinson; Concorde, thirty-six, 
Captain Hunt; and the Galatea, thirty-two, Captain Keats; with six 
gun-boats and cutters. Fifty sail of transports, having on board 
nearly three thousand emigrant troops, connnanded by Counts de 
Pursaye and D'Hervilly, were attached to the squadron. The wl 
force, sailing from Yarmouth Roads, Isle of Wightj joined 
Bridport's fleet off Ushant, and, after remaining some time in com* 
pany, continued to steer for Belleisle. The ensuing evening the 
Galatea, Captain Keats, having been sent to look into Quiberon 
Bay, was chased by the French fleet, under Admiral Villaret Joy- 
euse, who soon after hove in sight. Commodore Warren imme-: 
diately threw out the signal for the whole convoy to wear, and the 
Concorde to lead them, and for the line of battle ships and frigates 
to form in the rear. Early on the following morning. Lord Bridport, 
who had fortunately received information of the situation of the 
convoy from a chasse-mar^ sent by Captain Keats, and the Thun- 
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derer dispatched by Sir John, for that purpose, was descried under 
a press of sail, bearing down upon the enemy. The Commodore, 
according to orders, detached the remaining Une of battle ships 
from his squadron to join the Conmiander-in-chief; but, notwith- 
standing their exertions to that effect, they could not come up, till 
the actiqn off UOrient, of the 23d of June, 1795, had been decided 
with such an addition of glory to the British flag. Sir John sub- 
sequently proceeded for his destination, and shordy after anchored 
between Belleisle and the entrance of Quiberon Bay. Arrangements 
were made to effect a landing ; and about day4>reak, next morning, 
the whole emigrant force was disembarked at the village of St 
Genes, without the loss of a single man. For a fortnight after, the 
vessels were employed landing arms and ammunition for sixteen 
thousand royalists, who had joined the emigrant army, and who 
were dispatched in different divisions up the country. During the 
series of gallant and perilous, but unsuccessful, operations which 
followed, and which terminated in the defeat and re-embarkation of 
the emigrant force. Lord Huntingdon, in the boats commanded by 
Lieutenant Burke, employed on the desperate service of bringing 
out, under a tremendous fire from Quiberon fort, a British vessel, 
which had run on shore, was severely wounded in the left leg. 
After the failure of this enterprise. Sir John next proceeded to take 
possession of the little islands of Hedic and Houac, in the bay, in 
order to refresh the troops, and continue, by every means that 
might offer, his assistance to the cause of the royalists. Here he 
was soon joined by several transports, carrying four thousand British 
troops, imder the command of General, now Sir John Doyle, and 
also by the Jason frigate, thirty-eight guns. Captain Stirling, having 
on board His Royal Highness Monsieur, Due D'Artois, and the 
Due de Bourbon. The whole force then advanced to the mouth of 
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the Loire, and took possession of the Isle Dieu, where the English 
forces were landed, and a communication attempted to be opened 
with the royalists in La. Vendue. Three months after, towards the 
close of the year 1795, the island was evacuated, and Sir John's 
squadron brought off the whole of the troops, and all the stores, with 
only the trifling loss of six flat-bottomed boats. From this period 
Sir John Warren, with his esteemed young proteg^, was employed 
in continual and successful cruises, from the port of Falmouth, off 
the coast of France, under the immediate orders of the Admiralty. 
By the vigilance of his squadron, as well as the division of ships 
under Sir Fj. Pellew, the convqys destined to carry ammunition and 
supplies to the French fleet in Brest, were continually intercepted. 
At one time. La Pomone, Galatea, Anson, and Artois, fell in with a 
French convoy of seventy sail, under escort of six vessels of war. 
An engagement immediately ensued, but the enemy, in the con- 
fusion created by their numbers, found means to escape, with the 
exception of L'Etoile sloop of war, and four merchant-men. On this 
occasion the Committee of Merchant Seamen for the Encourage*- 
ment of the Capture of the Enemy's Privateers, presented Sir John 
Warren with a sword of one hundred guineas value, in consideration 
of the protection the commerce of Great Britain had derived from 
his squadron ; the list of its services then amounting to no less than 
twenty-three neutrals detained ; eighty-seven merchantmen captured^ 
and fifty-four destroyed; twenty-five ships and vessels of war cap- 
tured, and twelve destroyed, besides nineteen vessels re-captured, 
making a total of two hundred and twenty sail. The Commodore's 
squadron, which had been thus actively and beneficially employed, 
by a new arrangement, was now attached to the Channel fleet, com- 
manded by Lord Bridport, and, having watched for some time the 
motions of the enemy in Brest, was afterwards entirely broken up. 
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and distributed on other points of service. During the year 1797, 
Sir John was appointed to the Canada, seventy-four guns, and sta- 
tioned ofi* Brest, to mark the enemy then ready and anxious to sail. 
At the close of the following year, when the Brest fleet at length 
succeeded in escaping out of the harbour, and putting to sea. Sir 
John received orders from Vice- Admiral Sir Alan Gardner, in 
Cawsand Bay, to proceed with the Foudroyant, eighty guns, Cap- 
tain Sir T. Byard ; the Robust, seventy-four guns. Captain Thorn- 
borough; and the Magnanime, forty-four guns. Captain the Ho- 
nourable M. de Courcy, in pursuit of the enemy. Accordingly they 
set sail without delay, and, struggling with very unfavourable wea- 
ther, arrived off the coast of Ireland without meeting a single vessel 
of war. They then steered under a press of sail to the north-west 
along the shore, and at length, on the 12th of October, fell in with, 
and engaged, the French fleet, consisting of one ship of the line. 
La Hoche, eighty guns, eight frigates, a schooner, and a brig, 
having on board troops, and military suppUes, destined to aid the 
rebels in Ireland. The action commenced at twenty minutes past 
seven o'clock in the morning ; and, at eleven, La Hoche, after a gal- 
lant defence, struck, as did, five hours after, three of the frigates, 
who were making off. Three more of the enemy's dispersed frigates 
were subsequently captured, after an obstinate resistance, by the 
Melampus and Ethalion, and another by the Anson. The following 
are Sir John's official dispatches on this memorable occasion. 

« 

" To Vice- Admiral Kingsmill. 

«' Sir, '* Canada, Lough Swilly, Ireland, 16tb October, 1798. 

" In pursuance of the orders and instructions I received by the 
Kangaroo, I proceeded, with the ships named in the margin, off 
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Achile Head ; and on the 10th instant I was joined by His Ma* 
jesty's ships Melampus and Doris ; the latter of whom I directed to 
look out for the enemy off Tory Island and the Rosses : in the even- 
ing of the same day, the Amelia appeared in the offing ; when Cap- 
tain Herbert informed me he had parted with the Ethaliop, Anson^ 
and Sylph, who with great attention had continued to observe the 
French squadron, since their sailing on the 17th ult. In the mom-» 
ing of the 11th, however, these two ships also fell in with us; and 
at noon the enemy were discovered in the N.W. quarter, con-* 
sisting of one ship of eighty guns, eight frigates, a schooner, and a 
brig. I immediately made the signal for a general chase, and to 
form in succession as each ship arrived up with the enemy; whorn^ 
from their great distance to windward, and an hollow sea, it waa^ 
impossible to come up with before the 12th. 

" The chase was continued in very bad and boisterous weather, 
all day of the 11th, and the following night; when at half past five, 
A.M. they were seen at a little distance to windward, the line of 
battle ship having lost her main top-mast. 

^* The enemy bore down and formed their line in close order 
upon the starboard tack ; and from the length of the chase, and our 
ships being spread, it was impossible to close with them before 
seven, A. M., when I made the Robusfs signal to lead, which waa 
obeyed with much alacrity, and the rest of the ships to form in suc- 
cession in the reai- of the van. 

" The action commenced at twenty minutes past seven o'clock,. 
A. M., the Rosses bearing, S. S. W. five leagues; and at eleven, the 
Hoche, after a gallant defence, stnick ; and the frigates made sail 
from us: the. signal, to pursue the teemy was made immediately, 
add in -five houri^'ailefwardsitiiree of the : frigates hauled down their 
colours also ; but they, as well as the Hoche, were obstinately de- 
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fended^ all of them being heavy frigates, and, as well as the ship of 
the line, entirely new, full of troops and stores, with every necessary 
for the establishment of their views and plans in Ireland. 

" I am happy to say, that the efforts and conduct of eveiy officer 
and man iji the squadron seemed to have been actuated by the same 
spirit, zeal, and unanimity in their King and country's cause ; and 
I feel myself under great obligations to them, as well as the officers 
and men of this ship, for their exertions upon this occasion ; which 
will, I hope, recommend them to their Lordships' favour. 

" I left Captain Thornborough after the action, with the Mag- 
nanime, Ethalion, and Amelia, with the prizes ; and- am sorry, to 
find he is not arrived ; but trust they will soon make (heir ap- 
pearance. 

" I have the honour to remain. Sir, 

" Your most obedient humble Servant, 

" John Borlase Warren. 

" P. S. — ^The ships with us in the action were, the Canada, Ro- 
bust, Foudroyant, Magnanime, Ethalion, Melampus, and Amelia. 

" The Anson joined us in the latter part of the action, having lost 
her mizen mast in chase the day before. 

^^ I have sent my first Lieutenant Turquand to take the conmiand 
of the Hoche.'* 

The following states some particulars not mentioned in the Ga- 
zette : 

« 
Dublin Ckutle, October 18, 1798. 
Extract of a Letter from Sir John Borlase Warren, to Lord Vis- 
count Castlereagh, dated frt>m His Majest/s ship the Canada in 
Lougjh Swilly, the l6th instant. 
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" My Lord, 

" I take the liberty of communicating to you, for the information 
of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that I fell in with the 
enemy's squadron on the 12th instant, the Rosses bearing S.S.W, 
five leagues ; and, after an action which continued most of the day, 
four of their ships struck their colours. 

'* I believe a brig with Napper Tandy on board, was in company, 
as she left the French at the commencement of the business. The 
enemy's ships had numbers of troops on board, arms, stores, and 
ammunition ; and large quantities of papers were torn and thrown 
overboard after they had struck. 

" I am of opinion that few of the frigates which escaped will ar- 
rive in France, as they had received much damage in their masts 
and rigging ; and, from the violent gales that followed the next day, 
they must be in a crippled state, and may in all probability be picked 
up by some of the squadrons on the coast of France, or by Admiral 
Kingsmill's cruisers. They had thrown every thing overboard, 
boats, spars, arm chests, &c. 

" I left the prizes with the Robust, Magnanime, Ethalion, and 
Amelia. The Hoche, of eighty guns, was one of the ships taken. 

** I am, &c. 

" J. B. Warren/' 

On his return from the coast of Ireland after this brilliant affair. 
Sir John Warren was honoured with the freedom of the Cities of 
London and Londonderry, and received the unanimous thanks of 
the Houses of Lords and Commons both in England and Ireland. 
Lord Huntingdon, having accompanied his gallant friend Sir John 
through six years of arduous and brilliant service, being present in 
every action providentially withput receiving any very serious hurt, 
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and having thus honourably gone through the professional ordeal of 
a Midshipman, now passed his examination for a. Lieutenancy, and 
was thereupon appointed Acting Lieutenant in the Sylph Brig, 
commanded by Captain J. Chambers White, In this vessel he 
cruised for two months off the Western Islands, and was at the 
capture of two Spanish merchantmen. On his return to Plymouth 
with the prizes, he received the commission of Second Lieutenant of 
his Majesty's sloop. Racoon, Captain Lloyd, at Sheerness, and con- 
tinuing on the Downs station for the protection of trade, captured 
several row boat privateers, and retook the Benjamin and Elizabeth 
belonging to Alderman Lushington, of London. Early in 1800, 
his Lordship was appointed First Lieutenant of the Thisbe, com- 
manded by Captain Morrison, in which ship he accompanied the 
expedition to Egypt, under Sir Ralph Abercrombie, and served the 
whole of that naval campaign. He returned late in the year 1801^ 
and, on the subsequent short peace of Amiens, retired into Leices* 
tershire, where he settled with his uncle the Reverend Theophilus 
Hastings, at Leke, Colonel Hastings, his father, having died shortly 
before. The interval of repose for his Lordship, as for the country, 
was, however, but of very short duration. Through the friendship 
and interest of the immortal Lord Nelson, he was appointed second 
Lieutenant of L^Aigle, Captain Wolfe ; and afterwards, on the 
breaking out of the new war in 1803, sent from Portsmouth to 
Weymouth Roads to impress seamen for his Majesty's service. 
Whilst performing this unpopular duty in the Island of Portland, 
the party under his conmiand were furiously attacked by a tumul- 
tuous assemblage of disorderly persons, and a conflict ensued^ in 
which seventeen of his men were wounded, and three of the as- 
sailants unfortunately lost their lives. Captain Wolfe immediately 
xlespatched him to London, to lay a proper account of this udt 
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pleasant affair before Government, and prevent the misrepresent- 
tations with which pubUc opinion is usually abused in like cases ; 
but, on his landing at Weymouth, he was recognized and inter- 
cepted by the mob from Portland, who seized him, and compelled 
the Mayor, by threatening worse consequences, to commit him to 
Dorchester gaol for the alleged murder of three of the inhabitants. 
Indeed his Lordship himself humanely complied, and even advised 
the Mayor to acquiesce in the wishes of the populace with respect 
to his detention, raAer than risk the fiirther evils, which might 
result from opposition on the part of his friends. After being 
shamefully allowed to remain in confinement for six weeks, he was 
removed by Habeas Corpus to Westminster, and there bailed by 
Lord Moira. Immediately on his liberation, his Lordship, with a 
rapidity of operation which marks the elasticity of youthful spirits, 
as well as the vicissitudes of the naval profession, posted off to Ips- 
wich, carried his present Countess, to whom he had previously paid 
his addresses, to London, married her at St. Ann's Church, Soho, 
on the 12th of May, 1803, and early the following morning parted 
from his bride to join his ship at Plymouth, in consequence of pe- 
remptory orders to that effect. On his arrival, he found L'Aigle 
just getting under weigh for a cruise to intercept the French mer- 
chantmen then coming from the West Indies, and he was fortunate 
enough to make some very valuable captures before his return for 
trial at the summer assizes of Dorchester. At the necessary time his 
Lordship, and his brother officers implicated in the riot, gave them- 
selves up to the law, and were all honourably acquitted. 

He was next removed by his friend Lord Nelson from L'Aigle to 
die Diamond^ thiity-^^t guns. Captain Elphinstone, where he re^ 
mained till the deatli, in 1804, of his uncle, &e Reverend Mr. Hast- 
kigs, on which event he procured hehre of absence from the Adini* 
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ralty to investigate his claim to the dormant earldom. Unhappily, 
however, he was prevented from prosecuting his right at that time 
by peculiar and discouraging circumstances, and, after some in- 
quiry respecting legal expenses, which only served to deter him, he 
turned once more to the tardy honours of his profession in lieu of 
the hereditary dignities which seemed lost to him. In the latter end 
of the same year he was appointed Second Lieutenant in the Auda- 
cious, Captain I^l^ord, in which ship he served in the Channel 
Fleet, under the Command of Admiral Cornwallis, till 1805. Ano- 
ther change now made him Flag Lieutenant to Admiral Douglas, in 
the Hibernia, where he continued till the Admiral struck his flag. 
At this period his Lordship, perhaps weary of such frequent changes 
with but Uttle advancement, repaired to London, and waited on 
Lord Moira, expecting, in view of his long and various services, 
and through the recommendation of that nobleman, the rank of 
commander, but was told that Lord Barham had so completely shut 
the door of promotion, that his only chance was to go out to the 
.West Indies, and wait a death vacancy. This proposal of his noble 
relative he indignantly rejected, as both his elder brothers, sent out 
to the same quarter by Lord Moira's interest, had fallen victims to 
that inhospitable climate. After this refusal. Lord Moira had him 
appointed Acting Ordnance Barrack Master in the Isle of Wight ; 
and in the year 1808, Ordnance Store-keeper, in Enniskillen, Ire- 
land. In this humble situation, on a salary sufficiently limited, his 
Lordship lived for more than nine years . in dignified domestic 
retirement in the bosom of his family, the honours of his ancestors, 
and the rights of his birth, almost forgotten. Among a warm-hearted 
and hospitable people, his benevolent and generous nature, and the 
conciliating affability of his manners, at once efiaced all distinctions 
of country, and soon made him beloved and respected by aU classes 
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of society. In every scheme of charity or public benefit, he took a 
ready interest and a leading part ; and the private relief adminis- 
tered to the poor in seasons of sickness or distress by his family, is 
written on many a grateful memory, and will long be recollected 
with blessings. It was towards the close of the above period, that 
an accidental conversation, in a social hour, between him and the 
writer of the present memoir, with whom and whose family his 
Lordship had long been on terms of familiar friendship, led to the 
revival of his hereditary claim to the Earldom of Huntingdon. 
Proceedings were soon after commenced ; the necessary proofs col- 
lected, not without much labour and difficulty by reason of the long 
and aknost fatal abeyance in which the title had been suffered to 
remain; and the business prosecuted with so much spirit and 
perseverance, that, before the expiration of the comparatively 
short space of twelve months, his Majesty's writ of summons, 
under the great seal, was issued, requiring the Earl of Huntingdon's 
attendance in the House of Peers. His Lordship accordingly took 
the oaths and his seat on the 14th day of January, 1819, at the 
opening of the late session, being the first of the present par- 
liament. 

Since his Lordship's accession to the rank and senatorial dignity 
of his family, he has been assiduous in his attendance on the House, 
and enters into questions of national concern with that animated in- 
terest and earnestness, which becomes a member of the great legis- 
lative council of the country. In public life he has yet had but little 
experience, or time, for the developement of his capacity, or the 
formation of his political opinions ; but his strong natural sense, and 
solid judgment, combined with habits of attention, afford a promise 
of very, valuable talents for general parliamentary business. Of his 
private virtues we feel that we cannot speak adequately, without 
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giving pain to that manly modesty, which accompanies the pos- 
session and exercise of them. Yielding, therefore, to the delicacy 
and reserve which our situation as contemporaries imposes on us, 
suffice it briefly to say, that his character is formed on the strictest 
principles of honour, and the warmest feelings of humanity ; and, as 
in his early profession he was always brave and generous, so in 
every domestic relation is he exemplary, unostentatiously religious, 
and nobly hospitable, the most affectionate of fathers and husbands, 
a social and elegant companion, a hiunane master, and a steady 
friend. These are qualities which embellish illustrious birth, and 
enhance a coronet, the inheritance of three centuries ; and we may 
venture to predict that the ancient Earldom of Huntingdon, in 
point of creation the third eldest in England, will lose nothing of 
its moral and historical lustre in the hands of the present repre- 
sentative. 

At this epoch of our history it may not be deemed unseasonable 
to state, by way of recapitulation, that his Lordship's lineage i3 not 
only noble, but royal; his ancestor, Sir Edward Hastings, being 
both on the paternal and maternal side legitimately descended from 
Edward the Third. On his father's side he is descended from, and 
heir male general of. Prince George, Duke of Clarence, younger 
brother to Edward the Fourth, and elder brother of Richard the 
Third. In the maternal line, he derives his descent from the fa- 
mous Devereux, Earl of Essex, and through him from the Princess 
Anne Plantagenet, daughter of Prince Thomas of Woodstock, 
Duke of Gloucester, youngest son of Edward the Third. From 
this Princess Anne, he is abo descended, on the paternal side, 
through her great grand-daughter, the Lady Anne Stafford, dau^ter 
to her grandson Henry Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, and wife of 
George, first Earl of Huntingdon. 
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On the 12tih of May, 1803, in St. Anne's Church, Soho, London, 
the Earl of Huntingdon married Frances, third daughter of the 
Reverend Richard Chaloner Cobbe (a descendant of the family of 
the Earls of Godolphin), Rector of Great Marlow, county of 
Bucks, and son of the Reverend Richard C. Cobbe, nephew and 
Chaplain to his Grace the late Lord Archbishop of Dublin, Vicar 
of St. Anne's and of Finlas, and Treasurer of St. Patrick's, in Ire- 
land. By this lady, whose character is a compound of those ami- 
able feminine vktues which find their nourishment and exercise in 
the sphere of domestic life, his Lordship has issue four daughters : 
Lady Frances Theophila Anna, born June 23, 1805; Lady Selina 
Arabella Lucy, bom May 15, 1807; Lady Arabella Georgina, bom 
April, 1811; and Lady Louisa, horn January, 1816; besides four 
sons, Francis Theophilus Henry, Lord Hastings, heir apparent, bom 
June, 1808; John Armstrong Hastings, bom October 29* 1813, died 
January 1, 1814; George Fowler, bom November 28, 1814; and 
Edward Plantagenet Robin Hood, bom August 12, 1818. 



Title.— EARL OF HUNTINGDON. 

Creations. — Baron Hastings of Ashby de la Zouch, in the 
County of Leicester, July 26, 1461 (1 Edward IV.), Baron Hun- 
gerford of Heytesbury, in Wiltshire, jure Uxoris, and by writ of 
summons to parliament November 15, 1482 (22 Edward IV.), ori- 
ginally January 7, 1425-6 (4 Henry VI.), and Earl, December 8, 
1529, 21 Henry VIII. 

Arms. — Argent, a Maunch, Sable. 

Crest. — On a Wreath, a Buffalo's Head, erased. Sable, crowned 
and gorged, with a ducal Coronet, and armed, Or. 
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Supporters. — ^Two Man-Tigers, afFront^e, Or, their visage like 
the human, proper. 

Motto. — In Veritate Victoria^ and Hotiorantes me Honorabo. 
Chief Seats. — Abbey Chm Hire, Radnorshire* 
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" Glost. What think'st thou then of Hastinoi?" 
«• Buck. He shall be tried^ my Lord.** 

Tragedy of Richard III- 

•* Hear me for my caused 

Shakspeahe. 



It has been well said, that the history of a single house, or family, is 
similar to that of a kingdom, and often exhibits, only on a limited 
scale, and with a change of persons, the same events and revo- 
lutions, which happen on the ampler theatre of states and empires. 
This observation is, perhaps, peculiarly true as applied to the 
ann^s which I have just brought to a conclusion. The illustrious 
House of Hastings has had its gradual rise from remote antiquity, 
its advancement to the meridian of eminence and power, its " pe- 
riod of declension,'' and, finally, it now stands re-instated in the pos • 
session of its hereditary honours. In the preceding pages I have 
retraced the history of these circumstances, combining, in my pro- 
gress, the materials collected from various sources into one digested 
narrative, carried down through a period of seven centuries, till, ar- 
riving at the present time, it has been my most grateful duty to add 
one more, a new and living link, to the chain of succession. I have 
shown a rejected scion of that noble stock, after years of alienation 
from his rights, and absence, I might almost say, exile, from his 
native country, returning, like Sterne's Marquis, to reclaim the 
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sword and unsullied dignities of his ancestors, and assuming his 
seat in the legislature under the sanction of the laws, ratified by a 
Prince; in whose truly royal mind no private feeling, or partiality of 
friendship, is ever suffered to interfere with the wise and imparti^ 
administration of public justice. The occurrences proximate and 
incidental to his accession, and the difficulties encountered in pro- 

4 

secuting that object, I am now about to detail. In this division of 
the task, to which 1 have pledged myself, I hope for indulgence if, 
relaxing somewhat of professional and historical solemnity, I occa- 
sionally venture to mingle a lighter tone of sentiment, and a spice 
of the gaiety inspired by the fortunate result, with transactions, 
that, indeed, appear better adapted to make part of a novel, (into 
which form, by the way, I may hereafter be induced to expand the 
whole story,) than to accompany what perhaps only should be a 
grave law report. Yet I trust I shall be able to steer a middle 
course, without trespassing too far on the gravity of the one, or 
drawing indiscreetly on the privileges of the other. At all events, 
as the account is that of my own personal exertions and fe^ings, 
set down on my tablets in the order they occurred, the reader will 
have the complaisance to take it in my own " round, unvarnished" 
way, sti!! keeping the redeeming assurance in his mind, that the 
most scrupulous adherence to matter of fact is preserved through- 
out, and, moreover, that the minutest particulars accessary to so 
remarkable a case, are deemed deserving of record by many emi- 
nent personages more or less interested in the event. In deciding 
questions of mere law, precedent has great weight; but the contrar)^ 
I apprehend, takes place with respect to the statutes of literaturie 
and taste, the benefit of whicK I plead here. I have elsewhere said, 
that it was judged proper to deviate, in the present publication, 
from usual forms, so as to produce a kind of Huntingdonianay — a 
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book of general reference for all that concerns the faistorjr, and 
restored succession, of the House of Hastings ; and, as many curiouis 
anecdotes, bearing on the subject, came out in the course of my 
investigation of the business, it became necessary to provide for 
their reception. Some diversity of manner may, therefore, be 
admitted, and some harmless badinage forgiven, if only for the 
purpose of making the perusal less tedious to the general reader, 
for whose sake, moreover, I have abstained from the use of ail 
technical phrases. Having put in this preliminary plea, I will now 
proceed to give a circumstantial account of my legal mission, from 
the moment it was first conceived, down to the period of its final 
completion. 

Some time in the month of February, 1809, Lord Huntingdon 
(for I feel justified in giving the title a retrospective effect, to use a 
parliamentary phrase) arrived at Enniskillen, having vacated his 
situation in the Isle of Wight, ai|d took possession of his new office 
of Ordnance Store^Keeper of that garrison, an appointment pro^ 
cured for him through the interest of the present Marquis of Hast- 
ings. The salary annexed to this situation is about 150/. a year, so 
that it did not redound much to his Lordship's profit, land still less 
to the honour of his noble patron and relative. Not long after hil; 
arrival, he was visited by Major John Armstrong, of Lisgoole, in 
that vicinage, a gentleman of fortune, and highly respectable fa^ 
mily, brother of the late much lamented Colonel James Arrasd-oog, 
Aid-de-camp and Secretary to the Marquis of Wellesley, and aftet^ 
wards to the Duke of York, whose Esquire he was when his Royal 
Highness received the Order of the Garter. Major Armstrong, 
who, along with the external graces of a fine figure, and perfcEct 
elegance of manners, is blessed with the warmest and b^st of hearts, 
having found in Lord Huntingdon, (then cotomonly called Gapfoin 
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Hastings,) a mind and character worthy of his esteem, they became, » 
and ever since have remained, the most inseparable and attached 
friends. The Major, who is a relative of mine, shortly after intro- 
duced my father to his Lordship, and the acquaintance with our 
family, such was the conciliating affability of his manner, almost 
immediately cemented into warm regard. His Lordship, who was 
very partial to field sports^ soon met with a corresponding dispo- 
sition in me, and we generally enjoyed these sylvan recreations in 
each other's society twice a week during the proper season. Dur- 
ing one of these excursions an occurrence took place, which, as it 
is to this day often referred to in the hour of conviviality by his 
Lordship as a sporting anecdote, I, by his desire, relate it here. 
On the last day of October, in the year 18X6, I think, we went out 
snipe shooting, accompanied by a Captain Ferguson, of a dragoon 
regiment then quartered at Enniskillen. We found abundance of 
game, and the goodness of the sport induced us to continue the 
pursuit, till the descending shadows of evening disappointed our 
ardour, and reminded us to return. It was Hallow-eve, a popular 
festival in Ireland, and both Lord Huntingdon and myself had in- 
vited some particular friends to dine at our respective houses. We 
now therefore, left the field, covered with honourable mud, and 
bearing off ample spoils of victory, and hastened homewards. On 
reaching, however, the banks of a considerable river, across which 
lay our way, we had the mortification to find that some person, 
either for his own accommodation, or our annoyance, had carried 
our boat to the opposite shore. After consulting awhile in this 
awkward predicament, and reflecting, that any further delay would 
probably create alarm in our families, and perhaps suspicions 
among our guests of some breach of the laws of hospitality, held so 
sacred in that country, there appeared no alternative but that one 
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of the party should swim across and bring over the vessel. This, as 
the most amphibious of my readers will be inclined to allow, was no 
very delectable pastime for a cold, frosty, setting-in of November, 
and after a fagging day's sport. But it was no time to debate 
about comforts ; the night was closing fast upon us, and nothing in 
the shape of succour appeared. We were all three expert swim- 
mers, and having pledged ourselves to each other to abide the 
chance, we cast lots, and the glory of the enterprise became mine. 
I quickly plunged into the intercepting current, not indeed like 
Cassius, " armed and accoutred as I was,'* but prudently divested 
of my outer garments. Notwithstanding the icy and restricting 
embrace of the waves, which were so intensely cold as almost to 
arrest the blood in my veins, I breasted them " with lusty sinews 
and heart of controversy,'' till I reached the boat, of which I 
gladly took possession, and rowed back triumphant, but half pe« 
trified, to my anxious companions, who were in no small degree 
alarmed for my safety. We speedily joined our delighted families, 
where, round the social fire, and festive board, I soon forgot the biting 
and perilous rencontre with the waters, which it had been my destiny 
to sustain. 

This intercourse tended to mature, and firmly rivet, that friend^ 
ship with which I have been honoured, which I am proud to be« 
lieve has remained unshaken on either part, though subjected, in 
the cross currents and false reckonings of human affairs, to no 
trifling shocks, and of which I devoutly say, Esto perpetub ! Our 
acquaintance, in proper course of time, became of such a confi* 
dential nature, as to put me in possession of his Lordship's views 
and interests, and I was intrusted with the management of all his 
concerns, in which the interference of a friend, or professional man, 
could be considered necessary. Though his Lordship has only ren 
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cently succeeded to the dignity of the Peerage, and though his pri^ 
vate fortune was comparatively limited, nevertheless he has always 
been enabled^ through the excellent management of his beloved 
Countess, to live independent, and hold that highly respectable sta- 
tion in society, which belonged to his illustrious birth, without any 
unbecoming curtaibxient in his expenditure or equipage, or any 
abridgment of those social and hospitable enjoyments, which en- 
hance domestic felicity. His residence was a rural, but elegant 
cottage, situated in a retired part of Enniskillen, and looking into a 
beautiful and romantic little garden, the foot of which, declining to 
the water's edge, was washed by the billows of Erne, curving 
through the contiguous valley, and embracing the island, on which 
the town stands, in a kind of transparent girdle. In this secluded 
spot, in the exercise of continual benevolence towards the poor, 
and of an elegant, but economical intercourse of hospitaUty with 
several families of the first distinction in that country, his Lordship, 
his amiable Countess, and lovely children, resided, till the com- 
mencement of the proceedings, which have terminated so for^ 
tunately. Of her Ladyship, I fully feel the propriety of speaking 
with respectful reserve, knowing, as I do, from a long and intimate 
acquaintance with her character, that I cannot say too much in 
reference to her merits, nor too litde in view of that modesty and 
delicacy, which shrinks from every approach of praise. Yet I trust 
I may be permitted to gratify myself and my readers with a slight 
sketch, without incurring the imputation of either presmnption or 
flattery. The present Countess of Huntingdon is in figure almost 
*\ all that the eye looks for in woman,"' elegantly tall, and finely 
shaped and proportioned. Her countenance is handsome, and 
derives a peculiar expression of vivacity and sentiment from a pair 
of bright and penetrating eyes* Her manners are perfectly dig- 
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nified, and her conversation sensible and refined. In her percep- 
tions she is quick and correct, and warm to a degree in her friend- 
ships. Pious herself, she is conscientiously strict in enforcing the 
attendance on religious duties among her family and domestics. 
Her Ladyship, in fine, is just, charitable, humane, and the most 
affectionate of wives and mothers. 

Of the study of heraldry, and more particularly the concomitant 
branch of pedigree, I have ever been peculiarly fond. Indulging 
this sort of penchant, I acquired a pretty general knowledge of 
every family of distinction in my native country; and a casual 
conversation, arising out of a trivial circumstance, first suggested 
the idea of claiming the dormant Earldom of Huntingdon for my 
friend. As the story, from its consequences, may not be deemed 
uninteresting, I will relate it here, and with the more gratification, 
as it affords me an opportunity to rectify an erroneous impression, 
which had for some time existed in the minds of no small number of 
Lord Huntingdon's acquaintances. In the spring of the year 1817, 
it was whispered in the town and vicinity of Enniskillen, that some 
very serious altercation had occurred between his Lordship and a 
neighbouring nobleman, at whose princely mansion, and hospitable 
board, he was ever a welcome guest. This unpleasant fracas, it was 
said, arose from the circumstance of mj^ Lord Huntingdon having 
hunted down a favourite fox belonging to that personage, contrary 
to his wish, and without his permission. Incensed at this liberty, 
tlie noble owner made use of such unwarrantable language, as Lord 
Huntingdon could not listen to without resenting as a soldier and a 
gentleman. A meeting, according to report, was therefore de- 
manded, but refused by the noble party, on the ground that the 
challenger was a commoner. To this objection the latter indignantly 
retorted, that he was his opponent's superior in point of family 
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descent, being eldest lineal male descendant of the House of Hast- 
ings, and entitled to the Earldom of Huntingdon, though he had 
not thought proper to assume that dignity. This assurance was 
satisfactory on the point of etiquette, and the time and place ap- 
pointed for a meeting. ]iy the seasonable interference of friends, 
however, a most cordial reconciliation was effected, and so the 
affair ended. Being on confidential terms with Lord Huntingdon at 
the time this well fabricated story was put in circulation, I requested 
to know whether such was the fact ; but his Lordship laughed at my 
credulity for paying any attention to such nonsense, and assured 
me the whole was destitute of the slightest foundation. Satisfied 
that it was so, I said no more of the circumstance, nor did it again 
occur to my recollection till the month of June following, when the 
subject was accidentally broached at my tiible in Dublin, the Earl 
and Countess, at that time, having honoured me with a visit. The 
story created some merriment, and the facility of invention exer- 
cised on the occasion by certain of our provincial acquaintances, 
gave rise to some amusing comment. This revival of the topic, 
however, quickened reflections of another and a better nature in my 
mind ; and, as soon as I found a favourable opportunity, I respect- 
fully pressed both Lord and Lady Huntingdon to inform me, 
whether they had ever really entertained any serious idea of a pre- 
tension to the dormant Earldom. Perceiving the earnest manner in 
which the question was put, his Lordship entered into a brief detail 
of circumstances, the sum of which was, that, in consequence of his 
having been sent so early to sea, and his long absence on foreign 
service, he knew, or remembered, but little of his family history or 
connexions, and that the only information on which he was disposed 
to place any reliance, was what he obtained from his uncle, the 
Reverend Theophilus Hastings, Rector of Great and Little Leke, 
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who had always sedulously endeavoured to impress on his mind, that 
he was the real and undoubted heir to the title. He ftirther ac- 
quainted me that, some time in the year 1803, he had visited the 
College of Arms in London, for the purpose of learning the proper 
steps to be taken, and the probable expenses of the process ; but 
having been then told that, at least, three thousand guineas would be 
necessary towards his success, he abandoned the idea till some more 
auspicious moment. In stating these particulars, his Lordship 
added, that, notwithstanding the assertions of his uncle, it was pos- 
sible he might not be in any wise entitled, and therefore objected to 
my investigating his claim, as it might produce no other results than 
eventually ruining his fortune, creating mirth at his expense, and in- 
curring the censure and derision of bis highly respectable connec- 
tions. Lady Huntingdon, on this occasion, also related to me the 
story of the " old Reverend's'' whimsical marriage, together with 
many interesting circumstances concerning the family, and particu- 
larly the hatred he at all times expressed against the Marquis of 
Hastings, which her Ladyship described as irreconcileable. 

As I had taken the determination, upon these data, to inspect the 
pretensions of his Lordship more minutely, and had already con- 
ceived somewhat sanguine expectations of success from what I had 
just learned, I gave him, on his departure from Dublin for the coun- 
try, the draft of a letter, which, I trusted, would satisfy him that my 
intentions were liberal, requesting that he would write a similar one, 
after his arrival at Enniskillen, and direct it to me. This he accord- 
ingly did ; and as this document may not be considered uninterest- 
ing, I subjoin a copy of it : — 
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" My dear Nugent, « Enniskillen, July 1, 1817. 

" I will pay you all costs in case you succeed in proving me 
the legal heir to the Earldom of Huntingdon. If riot, the risk is your 
own, and I certainly will not be answerable for any expense you 
may incur in the course of this investigation. But I pledge mj^self 
to assist yoa, by letters and whatever information I can collect, to the 
utmost of my power ; and remain ever sincerely yours, &c. 

" F- Hastings/' 

" Nugent Bell, Esq., 5, Moland-street, Dublin.** 

On the back of this letter his Lordship writes, " By all that's good 
you are mad," so romantic and hopeless did the project then appear 
in his eyes. In reply, I declared myself perfectly satisfied ; and on 
the 10th of the same month received a second letter on the business, 
from which, as it serves further to show his Lordship's opinion con- 
cerning his claim, and may convey some idea of his truly good-hu- 
moured disposition, I venture to make an extract or two : — 

" My dear Nugent, « Enniskillen, July 8, 1817. 

" Whatever you may prove me to be, 1 trust you will ever find 
me an honest man; but should you establish me in the Earldom, all I 
can say is, that it will be impossible either for me or mine (and I 
hope they will have the heart of their father) to do .too much for you 
and yours. I am not sanguine; but the very names of George, 
Henry, Ferdinando and Francis, convince me we are the only true 
descendants of Francis the second Earl. 

" D — n it, succeed, and you shall be my falconer. *^ If the Countess 
does not leave Dublin by Tuesday morning, you will certainly see 

• His Lordship here alludes to our mutual propensity for field sports, and to the crest 
of my family, which is a fidcon on a ducal coronet. 
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me at No. 3, Moland Street, at six o'clock on Wednesday, therefore 
I beg you will provide for the Earl at that hour. I trust your wife 
is ere this safe in bed of a boy, for a boy it will be I know by her 
eye. God bless you, and believe me ever yours most truly, 

" Frank/' 

This brief and familiar signature, it was his Lordship's custom to 
adopt on occasions when he was particularly pleased and in high 
spirits. On Wednesday, as he had intimated, he arrived with us in 
Dublin, and remained till early in August, when both he and Lady 
H. returned to Enniskillen. I had written, in the interim, to London, 
for information, and my correspondent having furnished me with 
such as he could collect, I lost no time in stating a case, which I 
laid before my old and highly-esteemed friend, Joseph Jameson of 
York Street, the father of the North West Bar of Ireland, a gentle- 
man who, to the utmost talent in his profession, adds a heart replete 
with philanthropy, and to whose able and fatherly counsel I am in- 
debted for no small portion of the success which has crowned my 
exertions. After perusing and attentively considering this statement, 
he advised a further investigation, on which I applied to Mr. Wil- 
liam Jameson, one of my earliest and most esteemed friends, to ac- 
company me into Leicestershire, in search of that information and 
those documents so judiciously pointed out as necessary by his 
learned brother, whom I had consulted. Mr. Jameson, who had a 
very high esteem for Lord Huntingdon, with whom he was person- 
ally acquainted, readily accepted my proposal, and having thus se- 
cured an able assistant, as well as a most agreeable companion, we 
sailed from Dublin for Liverpool on the 17th of August, 1817. On 
the night of the 18th, we arrived in the river Mersey ; and, though 
the night was frightfully dark and stormy, such was our impatience, 



230 INVESTIGATION 

that, complying with the solicitations of the boatmen, who came along- 
side the packet, we put off for land, which we reached about twelve 
o'clock, after encountering imminent peril, and not without the men 
having expressed considerable fears for our safety. We proceeded to 
the Crown Inn, where we remained for the night ; and next morning 
started, on the outside of the coach, all the inside seats being pre-oc- 
cupied, for Ashby de la Zouch, which place we reached the same night 
completely drenched through with rain, to which we were exposed in 
our aerial situation during the day. On the 20th, we set out for Castle 
Donnington, in order to pay a visit to Mr. Thomas Dalby of that town, 
a solicitor, who had long been concerned for his Lordship's family, 
which he had known from his infancy, and from whom, therefore, we 
flattered ourselves we should be able to obtain information of essen- 
tial importance to our cause. We had a letter of introduction from 
my noble client, and, on our arrival at the Turk's Head Inn, at two 
o'clock, we walked up to Mr. Dalby's snug little cottage, where we 
found the legal owner about to sit down to dinner. Salutations be- 
ing passed, I presented my credentials, which he read with elaborate 
attention, at least I suppose so, as the opwation occupied him full 
a quarter of an hour, though the letter did not contain more than six 
lines, the substance of which was, that the object of our journey into 
Leicestershire was to investigate his Lordship's claim to the Earl- 
dom of Huntingdon, and that he should feel obliged if Mr. D. would 
lend us all practicable assistance, which, from being so long con- 
cerned for himself and his family connexions, he expected Mr. D. 
would be found inclined, and qualified, to do. Mr. Dalby, who is a 
cautious man, after taking up the aforesaid space of time to read, 
re-read, and counter-read his Lordship's letter, as if it had been 
composed of hieroglyphics, at length, putting his face on the defen- 
sive, observed, that indeed he had no papers which could assist us ; 
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heard some foolish talk about the claim of his Lordship's family, but 
knew nothing further of the matter: after he had dined, however, 
would do himself the pleasure of waiting on us at our inn, and, be- 
fore he came down, would look out some papers, which he feared 
could do us little service, but such as they were, if he tould find 
them, we should have them, and welcome. This qualified declara- 
tion put an end to the interview, and almost to our hopes from that 
quarter. We returned to our host, whose nice and well-dressed 
dinner amply compensated for Mr. I>.'s formal reception, so remote 
from our Hibernian ideas of hospitality. The Turk's Head Inn is 
kept by a Mr. Oldershaw, whose attention to the comfort of his 
customers is unremitting ; and I am bound to say that, during our 
stay at his house, we met with every civility, and experienced the 
best accommodation, as I myself have, at various times since, when 
business called me to the beautiful village of Castle Donnington. 
Shortly after we had dined, Mr. Dalby, according to promise, made 
his appearance, taking care first, as I afterwards learned, to make a 
call at Donnington Park, where the Marchioness of Hastings then 
was, attended by Sir Charles Hastings, the natural son of the late 
Earl, and the Reverend Mr. Dalby, brother of our Solicitor. Thus 
doubly prepared, having swallowed both his dinner and his cue, he 
appeared quite a new man, the logical chevaux defrize of his features 
relaxing into somewhat of a negotiating attitude, and lighted up by 
a well-coined smile. Being seated, he proceeded with much circum- 
spection and solemnity to draw forth from his pocket a paper, which 
he handled with so much apparent caution before it was exposed to 
our vision, that a bye-stander might have fairly suspected it to be a 
packet of that species of chemical powder which ignites by friction 
or exposure to the air. At length, when we half expected a detona- 
tion, this monstrous birth saw the world's light, and we beheld a frag- 
ment of greasy paper, with some half score of names scrawled on it 
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in the likeness of a pedigree, which, we were forthwith informed with 
appropriate gravity, was a Genealogical Table prepared by the late 
Mr. Blunt, a professional gentleman, who, during his life time, 
practised in that town with considerable success. Well, the produc- 
tion might possibly have been a pedigree, but, by some awkward 
fatality, it wanted the generic signs of a head and a tail. The inge- 
nious compiler, like the strolHng manager who once advertised the 
tragedy of Hamlet for representation, with the trifling omission of 
the young prince's character, completely left out his Lordship, his 
father, his grandfather, and great grandfather, four very important 
personages, as the reader will be inclined to acknowledge. This 
mutilated thing, however, in the then early stage of the proceedings, 
might, we deemed, prove of some value to us, and we were convert- 
ing it in imagination to our own use, and had begun to return our 
thanks for the favour, when we found we were reckoning without 
our host, as Mr. D. dexterously re-deposited the document in the 
bottom of his pocket, drily observing, that he had no right whatever 
to part with the same. The expansive influence of a little wine, 
however, added to a few good-humoured entreaties, afterwards pro- 
cured me permission to take a copy, which I did in great haste least 
little Tommy might repent and prevent me. From the imperfect in- 
formation it contained I was not enabled, after all, to tell any thing 
definite of his Lordship's descent, and perhaps never would have at- 
tained that knowledge had not our landlord, through the facility which 
key-holes afford, got a hint of what was on the tapis, which was not 
lost upon him. He fairly told me he knew the business I was come 
about, and that he beheved he could put me in the way of obtaining 
information of material consequence. *' You must know. Sir,'' con- 
tinued Oldershaw, *' that near this place, say the matter of six miles^ 
lives a poor gentleman of the name of Needham, who, it is believed, 
has a drop of the blood of the Plantagenets in him. He is a relatioa 
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of the family of Hastings, I believe by marriage, and now resides in 
a small cottage in Belton. As the weather is so fine, I think you and 
your friend would find it pleasant to walk across the fields to the vil- 
lage, where you will easily find his house : and if I mistake not, he 
can tell you more in an hour, than you are likely to glean here in a 
twelvemonth,'' nodding his head significantly. We expressed our 
thanks for the information thus obligingly communicated by our host, 
and determined to avail oiu^selves of it early on the following morn- 
ing. The remaining part of that evening we devoted to a walk in 
Donnington Park, with the view of which, its noble old mansion, 
delicious grounds, and beautiful situation, we were quite delighted. 
A sentiment of melancholy stole upon my mind when I reflected on 
the comparative circumstances .of the excluded family, whose rights 
we came to assert ; and, in that moment's dream of imagination, I 
seemed to behold the Dryads of these charming groves, and the 
violated Lares of these antique halls, rejoicing at the purport of our 
visit. A herd of deer, I well remember, lay close in front of the 
house ; and we caught, en passant^ a glimpse of the figures of a lady 
and two gentlemen, who, we afterwards understood, were the Mar- 
chioness and her friends, and who, no doubt, apprised of our arrival, 
and the nature of our errand, were curious enough to have a peep 
at such officious intruders. 

Next morning we proceeded across the fields, as directed by 
Oldershaw, and found ourselves in the village of Belton about twelve 
o^clock; " the day,'' says my journal, " extremely hot, and ourselves 
in no very enviable plight, afler a chase of six miles over corn-fields 
and hedges.'' Our first object was to find Mr/ Needham; but he 
being in the fields at some distance, attending his farming concerns, 
we sent for him, and, in the mean time, waited on William Toone, 
Esq. commonly called Squire Toone, an old and mtimate friend of 

2 u 
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Colonel George Hastings. This gentleman, who received us politely » 
told us, in reply to our inquiries, lie had always heard and believed 
that old Theophilus, the Rector, had a right to the tide, but he was 
too old, and his brother, the Colonel, too ill, to pursue the claim 
with any chance of success. He said he had known all the Colo- 
neFs sons, and was intimate with Frank, the present Earl, whom he 
thus familiarly distinguished. Mr. Toone referred us for more mi- 
nute particulars to Mr. Needham, and, after making professions of 
future service, if necessary, politely wished us safe and successful, 
but, before we withdrew, intimated to us that he thought us both 
craxy for coming so far on what he called a wild-goose chase. We 
now went to Mr. Needham, who had returned from his farm, and 
welcomed us "with very visible pleasure. I examined him atten- 
tively, as the chemist would analyze a fragment of mmeral ore, in 
which he sought to detect a vein of gold, liked his manners and 
countenance, found him intelligent, and, in short, precisely what we 
wished. From him we learned the particulars of the Colonel's birth, 
the disastrous accident which deranged his understanding, his . gene- 
rally understood claims to the succession, and the circumstances 
of his death. He accompanied us to the church-yard, and pointed 
out the soldier's humble grave, over which I heaved a sigh to his me- 
lancholy fate, and, kneeling on the marble slab that protected and 
identified his dust, took a copy of the simple tribute with which af- 
fection had honoured his memory. The chiu-ch was old, and as 
shattered as the fortunes of him who lay buried beneath its roof, or 
those of his kinsman who stood by, a living proof of the vicissitudes 
of human grandeur. "Good God!" exclaimed my friend, "is it 
possible that this old man, who is reduced to the necessity of earning 
his daily pittance by the sweat of his brow, is a descendant of the 
royal riace pf Edward^ while his jioble relative, blessed with affluence 
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and honours, and bdsking in the sun-shine of princely favour, allows 
him to pine in comparative want and wretchedness ? '' Our venerable 
guide, wiping away the perspiration, and perhaps a " natural tear" 
that mingled with it, observed, it was even so, but that, after all, he 
might be much the happier of the two. Interested by the philoso- 
^phical resignation he expressed, we listened to his ** tale of other 
times '* with much more avidity than to the sapient disquisitions of 
the legal oracle of Donnington. Mr. Needham described the cir- 
cumstances of his life in a manner to excite even a stranger's respect 
and sympathy. The frowns of misfortune had withered his early 
prospects ; and, at the time we found him, he was supporting exist- 
ence by superintending the culture of turnips, and labouring with 
his own hands, in the fields of the more wealthy. In this manner did 
a lineal descendant of the Plantagenets earn his crust, but it was not 
bitter, for it was that of independence. Seated between Mr. Jame- 
son and me, on a stone bench at his cottage door, he related the 
events of Colonel Hastings's life as already detailed. He told us he 
was one of the persons present, when the Colonel, in a fit of insanity, 
burned the papers confided to his care by the Countess Selina ; that 
the Colonel was son to Henry Hastings, of Lutterworth, whose 
father, he believed, was a Mr. Richard Hastings of the same place, 
but as to whose son the latter was, or where buried, he could tell 

■ 

nothing. While we were thus conversing, a respectable looking old 
man approached, and was called by Mr. Needham, who described 
him to be Tobias Smith, the faithful servant of the late Colonel, for 
thirty years previous to his death, during which time he constantly 
attended his person, and was intimately acquainted with every event, 
which had occurred in the family within that period. To this person 
we were indebted for some important additional knowledge. He 
informed us where the present Earl was born, and also of the births of 

2 II 2 
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his brothers and sisters, with the maiden name of his Lordship*8 mo* 
ther and grandmother. He also was present when the Colonel 
burned the papers already alluded to, and knew they were given to 
him by the Countess Selina, mother of the late Earl, who died in 
1789. He remembered the time when her Ladyship had the Colo- 
nel's pedigree investigated, preparatory to his intended marriage with 
the young Lady Selina, as well as the sudden decease of that amiable 
lady, and the general sorrow of the whole country on occasion of so 
melancholy a catastrophe. He described the Colonel's constant 
visits at Donnington Park, his fraternal intimacy with Earl Francis, 
their joint education, participated amusements, and frolics of gallan- 
try, in which last, honest Toby himself was often deeply, but unwill- 
ingly implicated. The altered feeling at Donnington Park towards 
the Colonel afler his marriage, and as young Lord Rawdon grew in 
liis uncle's esteem, he well recollected. For himself he always 
thought that his master was heir, by right, to all the family estates 
and tides, and remembered the astonishment of the country, when 
.the late Earl's will was declared, the current reports of foul play 
then in every mouth, and the bitter disappointment felt, and strong 
reprobation of Lord Rawdon's conduct expressed, by the Reverend 
Theop^lus, as well as the rest. In the gradations of social life, from 
the highest to the humblest point in the scale, there are few charac- 
ters more deserving of respect and consideration than a superannuated 
domestic, who has, during a long series of years, discharged his 
humble but important duties with honesty and fidelity ; and it will 
be gratifying to benevolence to learn what the worthy fellow further 
added of himself, ^^ that he was hale and healthy, in his sixty-fifth 
year, in good service, and enjoyed the kindness and friendly wishes 
,of all his neighbours." 

Encouraged by the valuable accession to our stock of information 



\ 



OF THE CLAIM. «87 

acquired from these respectable persons, we returned, in improved 
spirits, to Donnington, where we made enlarged memoranda of all 
that had passed. Next morning we proceeded to Ashby de la Zouch,. 
and waited on Dr. Prior, of that place. Men's opinions, came- 
lion-like, so frequently take a colour from contiguous objects, from 
their immediate connexions, their private prejudices or personal 
interests, that their conduct in many instances is not easily apologized 
for, otherwise than by a reference to these considerations. For the 
application of this candid and charitable principle, I found abundant 
occasion in the progress of my inquiries. The Doctor was in habits 
of intimacy with Sir C. Hastings, of Wellesley Hall, and, probably, 
calculating on the homely, but wholesome old maxim in tlie doctrine of 

« 

chances, that " a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush,'' seemed 
quite on his guard lest he should commit himself by advancing me 
one step in my search. Indeed his reception of me, as the Bailie 
Jarvie would say, was " the north side of friendly. '* At first, he pro- 
fessed not to remember his former school^fellow and juvenile compa- 
nion, Frank Hastings, but, after I had refreshed his recollection, he 
admitted, he did indeed once know such a person, whom, however, 
he thought dead long since. He hoped I would be successful, but, 
for his part, he could not charge his memory with a single circum- 
stance likely to prove of service to the cause. Finding I was only 
cracking blind nuts, I took my leave of the Doctor, with feeUngs 
pretty much the same as those of Sir Oliver Surface* towards his 
charitable nephew Joseph, and proceeded to the house of the Vicar, 
^^ a man, take him for all in all, I hope I ne'er shall look upon his 
like again/' Although, on explaining my errand, he appeared to 
conceive me more a visionary than Don Quixote when he attacked 
the windmills, he gave me access to the archives of the parish, and 

* In the character of old Stanley, in the School for ScandaL 
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even said, in the way one sometimes hwnours a joke, that he would 
assist my search. Having made the necessary extracts, we set out 
for Lutterworth, and copied the entries in the registry of that place 
also. In the church-yard here we met with an old resident of the 
village, upwards of eighty years of age, who remembered the grand- 
father of the present Earl, and heard him always stj^ed Lord Hast- 
ings in the latter part of his life, under the general impression then 
existing, that he was the next heir to the title and estates. From Lut- 
terworth we advanced to Welford, where I sought the grave of his 
Lordship's great-grandfather, and the registry of his burial, and then 
proceeded to Leicester. Next morning, August the 26th, leaving 
my friend Jameson at Leicester, I- went on alone to Loughborough, 
to seek for the registry of the burial of Henry Hastings, late of Castle 
Donnington, who, Mr. Needham informed me he had heard, was 
interred at that place. On my arrival I waited on the Rector, the 
Reverend Dr. Hardy, who unites the dignified deportment of the 
pastor, with the affable manners which distinguish the hospitable 
gentry of Leicestershire. This gentleman was exceedingly civil ; 
and, to a search which he made for me with great diligence, he 
obligingly added the favour of his old Clerk's information, which was 
of considerable use. The Clerk, who was nearly eighty years of age, 
remembered the funeral of Henry Hastings, from his extreme corpu- 
lence, commonly called Fat Harry, and knew he was buried in the 
church-yard under the sun-dial, but that his tomb-stone had been 
broken. He said " he recollected his coffin very well ; it was all 
covered with finery, and any two ordinary sized corpses could have 
lain in it quite comfortable to the day of judgment, for the matter of 
that*' I complimented him on his memory and humour, and started 
back towards Leicester in one of the coaches, which was just pass- 
ing as I shut the worthy Rector's gate. 
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I entered the vehicle under feelings of anxious suspense^ for still 
there was, even in my client's descent, much that remained unex^ 
plained. I had, it is true, got up as far as his great grandfather, but 
higher, it seemed to me, I would never, without the intervention of 
some obliging ghost, or charitable deity, be able^ to ascend. In this 
state of mental perplexity, it might be naturally imagined I was not 
much disposed for conversation, but the fact was not so. If I was 
doomed to " burst in ignorance/' I resolved it should not be for lack 
of inquiries. Accordingly, the moment I was comfortably, or un- 
comfortably seated, for in truth I took no cognizance of my corpo- 
ral ease at the moment, I assailed a fellow-traveller with a torrent of 
cockney or dandy questions concerning the neighbouring gentry; 
but this agreeable soul only replied by an impatiently ejaculated 
'• d — ^n,'' discharging in the same breath, full in my face, a volumed 
whiff of his pipe, which he smoked all the while, with Turkish rap- 
ture and taciturnity. The next person I accosted was one of the 
Impregnablesy an old maid of^the first water, who stopped me short 
with — " La, Sir, hang your noisy inquisitiveness ; dou't you see my 
dear little puppy is sick '" — at the same time embracing, with edifying 
affection, the ugliest, half-starved specimen of the whole canine tribe. 
Unsubdued by these repeated repulses, I still returned to the charge, 
and now tried my powers on a third passenger of rather more invit* 
ing appearance, who excused himself with a laconic observation! 
^^ that he never meddled with no affairs that did not belong to him/' 
Having thus failed in all my experiments .on my inside companions^ 
I determined, notwithstanding such a run of ill luck, to try my for- 
tunes in a more exalted sphere, among the tenants of the roof, which 
I mounted accordingly. Possessed in my new birth of as much 
comfort as a hard board and scanty allowance of straw could fur- 
nish, I drew on my invention, and sported a little of the traveller's 

talent, in ih^ hope ib^t I migM ^)(cit^ ij 90109 of th^ a^^^oe a 
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correspondent communicative disposition. The coachman was a 
good-^humoured, obliging fellov, and, if I knew his name, I would 
immortalize him by inserting it here among much more noble, 
though I will not say honester, company. However, he knew nothing 
connected with the object of my pursuit, nor did any one of my fel- 
low passengers. 

It was now about twelve o'clock, and what latitude I was 
then in, I pledge my historical veracity to you, sympathizing and 
complaisant reader, I was completely ignorant of; but, just as 
my spirits were about to go to pieces amidst the quicksands of 
disappointment, a flag hove in sight, which I hastened to hail, and 
in less than ten minutes, we came alongside an old woman in a 
market-cart ! — ^Now, all ye guiding and guardian powers, blind or 
a'B-seeing, slippery or steadfast, said to preside over the fortunes of 
men, teach me to do due honour to your own sagacity and wise 
administration in tliis matter, by faithfully relating the pr6pitiou8 
chance, that led to, and ultimately ensured, my noble client's success. 
When I came near enough to have a perfect view of the old woman's 
countenance, there was something written in every line of it, which 
inspired respect, and impressed a belief, that the mind indexed there 
had more than ordinary claims to attention. I soon perceived her 
little vehicle contained a spare chair, i^ch, through I know not 
what whimsical impulse, I as instantly longed to occupy. In fact, I 
believe &e same Providence, whose decrees embrace the fall of a 
i^arrow, will be often found at the bottom even of our apparent 
whims. I addressed her with the familiar epithet of " Dear Mother,'' 
stating fhat the heat of the sun, added to <lie agitation of the coach, 
had put me in a fever, which I feared would increase if she would 
liot have the charity to bestow the vacant seat on her son, at least so 
long as our journey might lie the same way. Upon this the old Uwiy, 
tttnuni; op her spectacles to the required akitttde^ giMed at me wHh 
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earnest surprise ; and I, on my part, to prepossess her as much as 
possible, mustered up every spark of good humour in m^'' composi^ 
tion, and looked so kindly on her little black bob-tailed poney, so 
wistfully on the blue stuff bottom of the empty chair, which seemed 
to ride so much at its ease beside her, that she could not withstand 
the appeal ; and *' My dear son/' said she, pointing expressively to 
the seat, " this old chair is perfectly at your service, if you will deign 
to accept its support, and I wish, with all my heart, the change you 
seem to contemplate may be of use to you/' Quite unprepared for 
so gentle an address, I repeated the words used by my sentimental 
countryman under circumstances not very dissimilar, — " Life is too 
short to be long about the forms of it,'' — and so, instead of balanc- 
ing about the invitation till the superior celerity of our machine 
whirled me out of reach, I leaped at once from my elevated situa- 
tion into the cart with so much eagerness, that it was a mercy my 
feet did not find their way through its bottom. The materials, 
however, were sufficiently solid to resist the shock, but, not being 
quite accustomed to such abrupt visitations, had the unceremonious* 
ness, by an elastic jerk or re-action, to project my person over the 
sides of the vehicle, fairly spilling me on the pavement. I hastily 
scrambled to my legs again, shaking the dust from my shoulders, 
and made a shift to re-ascend the cart, tendering the best apologies 
I could for my intrusion, as well as awkwardness, to its fair possessor, 
who, on her part, offered as many in return, blaming herself for not 
having kept a tighter hold of old Dobbin's reins. Thus this Lady of 
the Cart and I commenced an acquaintance, which I shall always 
remember with gratitude and pleasure. After she had drummed the 
dust from my. coat, which she did so effectually as almost to reduce 
my aching shoulders to a paste, we entered into some desultory con^ 
versation on the weather, the crops, and the state of the poor. From 
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these standard popular topics I led her insensibly to the :femilies of 
distinction; residing along our route ; and then, as if struck by sotfti 
sudden recollection, asked her, was not Leicester the county long 
fiamous for having given birth to the illustrious House of Hastings, 
Earls of Huntingdon ? Scarce had I pronounced the name, ere I fouAd 
it was a chord I might touch till doomsday without tiring the patience 
of my companion. " Good Lord ! Sir," she exclaimed, " you are en- 
tirely too young to remember any thing of that great, but unfortu- 
nate family." " Unfortunate ! good mother ; I never heard of any 
misfortune, which attached particularly to the House of Hastings.** 
** Bless you ! may be not ; but I hear you London folk, excuse me, 
have got very little heart, and some say, none at all." ' " Nay, do not 
believe that ; but tell me what were the misfortunes to which yoU 
allude, or, if the recital be painful, or that you are not at liberty to 
relate the story to a stranger, why let us turn the conversation to 
8omemore agreeable subject." This, it may be readily imagined, 
was very far from my wishes, and I trembled lest, by her compli- 
ance, I tfhould lose the opportunity of hearing that which 1 might 
be said literally to have burned to know. My apprehetiSions, how- 
ever, were soon removed when she replied, •* No, no Sir, ttot So. 
I%ough it may, indeed, give me some pain to revive the rectjllfectioa 
of those matters, yet it will also afford my memory a kind of melaH- 
dioly pleasure to talk over the virtues of the dead. Lord 16V6 you, 
Sir, I knew the family you mention for fifty years past^ rifid that too 
most intimately, with all their concerns, and a irightflil desolation 
now hovers round the towers that sheltered them through nSahy a 
eentury of honour and magnificence." Here, by an invbluntary 
impulse of curiosity, I drtw closer to my inferesting hisCorito, who 
pursued her narrative nearly in the following i^ords— 'IbJ* 1 would not, 
through any fastidious notions about style, weak^ the original tact. 
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raciness, and nawetS of her manner. ^^ You must know, Sir» thai 

some fifty years ago» I was considered by tibe country folks a very 

pretty girl. I don't say this but of vanity, but it may be necessary 

for you to know it, that you may better understand what is to follow* 

At the age of fourteen I was .taken into the service of Lady Ami 

Hastings, sister of my late Lord's father, who, in less than twQ 

monUis after, consigned me over to young Lady Selina, her niecej^ 

and second daughter of the late Countess Selina, that doating dd 

Mttthodist lady, whom God forgive for throwing away her fprfune 

pn such blood-suckers, and leaving those entitled to it by the laws of 

nature and relationship quite pennyless, as one may say. But k^ 

me {MTOceed straight forward. I was caressed by my sweet young 

Lady, whom I constantly attended as her own maid, and I had 

every reason to blels my good fortune in having got so good a mia-> 

tr^ss- Why, Loird love you. Sir, her Ladyship thought as mn^h of 

having me tidy and nice and servant-like, as I, on my part, waa 

anxious to please her in aU things^ We soon grew 90 fond of eadi 

Qthei , that if har fingi^ but ached, I would cry my eyes oaii ; and if 

I chanced to be sick, she would sit by me for hours together. Welt 

» ^^ 

X was as happy sure as the day was long, as X)k>nningtitHi Paik» al 
iiftU time, was one <^ the most d^ghtftil places in the w<Hld» ther« 
being constant company, niHooierous strange servants> and continual 
bustle. Before my Lady was twenty, she was reckoned one of thft 
finest creatures in the whole county, and m»iy greatLords, I am s«re» 
wooU ha(ve been proud of her hand ; but, my dear Sir^, there waa 
other fish to fry. Soma time before this, my late Lord a father had 
brought to Donnington Park the late Colonel George Hastmgs, then 
a boy ; and as it may be you never heard of him* I will tell you wh^ 
he was. His father waif a Mr« Heury lla&tings, of a place not many 
mika ofi^ called lAitt^Hrvortbt wImh inrevious to his det^ voA in hi* 

2iS 
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old age, was called Lord Hastings ; 111 tell you why, by and by. I 
have heard say that this Mr. Harry was left an orphan, when he 
was only fourteen years old, and that his guardians and executors, 
appointed by his father's will, robbed him of almost all he was worth, 
and a good fortune he was left too, they say. These rogues ran off 
out of the country, and the Colonel's father being then too young to 
protect his rights, was left, I may say, desolate, until the late EarFs 
father, hearing of the business, set affairs to rights as well as he 
could, and gave, I believe, 1000/. to his wronged kinsman. It is at 
least certain that, within my own memory, he lived very happily at 
his house in . Lutterworth, and latterly took very well with being 
called Lord Hastings, which was no empty title you may rely on it, 
his children having as much right to it as I have to the gown on my 
back, as you will be convinced of presently. Well, as the Earl 
thought his boys would be better under his Lordship's own eye, he 
sent the eldest, who was late the Rector of Great and Little Leke, 
to Sir George Wheeler, his brother-in-law, to be educated by him, 
which he was ; and the Colonel, his brother, was brought to the Park 
altogether. Lord knows, he was as wild and froUcsome as a moun^ 
tain kid, but my Lord did not think him the worse for that ; and as 
he was very handsome and obliging, he became a great favourite 
with all the family, particularly the women part of it. I must 
acknowledge. Sir, though I can now join the laugh against my own 
girlish folly and presumption, I then loved him very dearly, and many 
a sorrowful night has his image cost me. He knew I liked him, 
and he often said, through the goodness of his nature, that if he were 
rich and independent, and I of a higher family, he would make me 
his wife, but as it was, there could be no hopes. So having told me 
his mind like a man of truth, I endeavoured to reason myself out of 
my folly, though I liked him better than ever. He always after 
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treated me as a kind of sister, which, I remember, was a great con- 
solation to me. (Here she reverted to the story of the carpenter, 
and thei burning of his tools, which it is not necessary to repeat.) 
After some time, my Lord got the Colonel his first commission; and 
the late Earl, then quite young, was very much attached to him, as 
they were, I may say, educated together. They were constant com- 
panions in every amusement, though no two could be more unlike 

in their persons, the young Lord being but. Lord rest him ! he is 

dead. I will only say, he was a perfect foil for the young soldiei", 
who was, as Mr. Dawson the steward used to say, a lad of great pro* 
mise. The family becoming every day more fond of him, at 
length, after the old Earl had been a good while dead, it entered 
into the head of the Countess Dowager, to whose sermonizing the 
Colonel used to listen with great patience, while thinking of some- 
thing else, to unite my dear Lady Selina and him in marriage. I 
well remember the hurly-biu-ly there was on that occasion. Daw- 
son was sent, together with a lawyer, whose name, I believe, was 
Blunt, to hunt after the Colonel's pedigree through the country.'* 
(Here I became interested to a great degree, and begged to know^ 
whether she recollected the names of the places, to which they had 
recourse for the desired information, to which she replied in the 
affirmative, and mentioned among others, Humberston, Welford, and 
St. Mary's in Leicester, places, where I afterwards found information 
absolutely essential to my success, although I should never have 
dreamed of recurring to such a quarter, but for my fair Comnifia * of 
the cart.) " Well,'' resumed my honest chronicler, " every thing 
turned up to the very height of the family's wishes ; and on the return 

^ Anna Comnma wad daughter of the Emperor Aleiuus Conuimiu ; and wrottf a His^ 
tory of the life of her Father, ia which »he attacked the iqpiritual iover«igii^ of th« Ro^ 
vim foDitiff. 
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of l^x^ Pawson to the Park» he declared the late old Keyei^Qd 
Theophilu^, i^ Colonel's brother, to be heir to the title of Huntiiig" 
doE^ in c^se aqy thing should happen the then Earl, and after him, 
if he f^Ml^ children, the Colonel next heir pf course. There was 
great JQy in the house the day Dawson returned. It was on «>Ma]r 
evening, I well remember, and my dear young Lady 9nd I were 
4ttipg ov^r ^ piece of work in her boudoir, when a servant came to 
tell her tliat the lawyer and Mr. Dawson were below with her 
n^th^i the Coui]^tess. llie colour suddenly fled from hw che<9k9» 
atid, if I had nQt assisted her, I think she would have fainted. Ml 
th)s time I was quite ignorant of the matter in agitation, bat knew it 
tiine epough to v\y great sorrow. The new^ soon sporead that the 
Qotouel and his brother were the next male heirs to the title, and 
thai the fonper was to be married to my yotung Xiady immediately, 
tiord ! liOrd ! the foUy of young people. It ye^es me yet, when I 
re^^ what a preauo^tuQus fool I was. Mr. George stitt mst ifx 
qo^ h^d» and, som^ehow or other, I used to indulge myaelf m tkM 
ridiQulou& hppe of being one day his w^ife. But where were aH Off 
casitjieil of smoke and paper, think you, when 1 heard this, news I I 
waji like to go distracted, and I ran to thQ CUft Wood, wh/^« I 
Trained crying tiU nine o'clock that night. I remembw I said my 
{H^yers before I returned to the house ; and seeing every one in joy^ 
X suspected I should not be much minded ; so X slipped off to bed, 
and there reasoned with myself. Well» thank Qod, and my par«ntSt 
who, though bi^nble, brought me up weU, X saw my weakn^w^ and 
that, by ej^posing it, I would lose the kindest of mistresses, might 
qf£md my friend the Colonel, and get laughed at and de^pisiBd by 
every body into the bargain. So I kept up wonderfully weU con- 
ttd»ring, pretended to be delighted^ and saw cleariy that Lady 
Selina loved her intended husband fyll as wett as I oei^ do for mf 
life. • Nothing now was heard of but rejoicings, I^ady Aanei who 
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m> then iA old maid, became quite obliging and interested ih d>e 
flmtch, and Miss Wheeler, her friend, as uilfcfearable on thie dthei* 
hand, lest she should lose her Ladyship's fortune, which she at that 
tiffie expected to inherit. But non6 were mot'e highly del 
with all this, than the tenantry ; and, between ourselves, if they bad 
ndt expressed thenaselves so warmly on this and other occasions 
afterwards, I Sin pretty sure, from what has siilce happened, the 
Colonel would have beeh a gainer by it. Well, Sir, if yoU COiild 
hare seen the Colonel iAt this tittle, he seemed a vei^ king, d prittce 
6f gentlemen ! Adored by all the gentry, and by ' all the J^eople 
idthih twenty miles round ; sure of a fine fotluiie ; about ttt be 
DdAk'ried to the sweetest young lady in England, and with a fair 
cbance, from the plainness of my Lord's person, of having the title 
tod all at a future day ; though, to say the truth, 1 believe he hever 
irdtibled hitnself about thinking of this last niatter. \Vhfether he siii;- 
ptcied what I felt I know ilot. liis civilities towards me wei^e the 
f^atne, and he one day promised, if I felt so incliiied, that I shbiild, 
aftet- his marriage, continue with niy mistress, fbr \^hich I was veiy 
^ankful, having then iii a great measure recovered my seiises. Biit, 
alas ! Sir, as the Scripture says, there is nothing fcertriift in this life. 
It was about the middle of May, the year I do not teiiiemb^r, but it 
iffftill fifly years ago, that tile marriage was fixed to take place be- 
tween the Colonel and iny Lady; He was in the full blootti o^ lite : 
tSb^ was just old enough to cotiduct herself steadily ; ahd 1 was iiot 
Hfife than fifteen odd, if so rtniCh, It Was at thiii mbttient that ah 
awf\li intervention of Providence put an ehd to all Oiir joys ih A tiio- 
tOei^t I remeniber the fatal day. It was dark, with the aj[)peiar- 
a^ee of a thUndet- storm, but unusually sultry ; ahd thfe Colotiel weht 
(Hit with the gamekeeper tb shclot, whether rails dr conies it does not 
signify. My Lord wa6 not at home, and my Lady, the intended 
lirHfet wit 9ttifi§^ til th^ dif t^h^ h^^ dl^M^, m WHiek 1 Wks 
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agisting. About five o'clock the Colonel returned, and he had not 
been five mmutes in the house when the storm began. He was con- 
gratulating himself on his good fortune, when he perceived my Lady 
suddenly growing pale and sick. I r^ for salts and Hungary water 
to her boudoir. On my return I found the Colonel supporting her 
in his arms. She was trying to speak. I called for help and en- 
deavoured to unlace her, but before any assistance could arrive she 

expired I have no power,'" continued my narrator, after a 

pause of grief, and her eyes swimming in tears, " to describe the 
scene that followed. The deepest distress, that perhaps ever visited 
human hearts, was felt by the family at Donnington Park ; and when 
my darling mistress was laid in the grave, every member of it might 
have been said to be buried with her. As for the Colonel, his feel- 
ings were all stunned. He knew nobody. Even I could scarce 
prevail on him to eat the smallest morsel of food. He wasted to a 
very shadow ; and I fear his health and reason sustained a shock at 
that time, which helped to increase his mental disease on a future 
day. But, Sir, we have not much further to travel together, so I 
must be brief. Time wore on. Lord Rawdon, the present Marquis 
of Hastings, was then a nice boy, and the Earl, his uncle, grew every 
day more fond of him. TTie Colonel used to carry him about every 
where, teach him the use of the sword, and a thousand little matters^ 
Indeed he was, as one may say, his principal tutor, until it 
became necessary to put him under more proper government. He 
was a very generous child, and if you flattered him would do any 
thing, but was not so easy to manage in any other way. The Colonel 
resided chiefly at the Park, but sometimes at Belton, when he was 
not engaged with his oflficer business. However, my Lord having 
gone to visit foreign parts, and I having, by the advice of my 
friends, married a very prudent and industrious young man, who has 
always been the best of husbands to mey I of coune removedi and 
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the distance prevented me from knowing much more of the Colonel's 
affairs, except when he came into our neighbourhood. He woUld 
then do me the honour of calling at mj^ cottage, put me in mind of 
past times, and treat me wi£h the greatest kindness. At last he 
married a very beautiful young lady, as I have heard, and had four 
sons, who, sorry I am to say it, are all dead, and, except the eldest, 
all came to an unlucky end. Master Frank was the eldest, but he 
died at Grantham in his sixth year; Master Ferdy, or Ferdinando, 
and his elder brother Henry, for whom the Duchess of Cumberland 
stood god-mother, were sent out officers to the West Indies, and 
both died there of the yellow fever. The fourth and youngest son, 
and, as I have been told, one of the finest young men of the family, 
was drowned about three years ago in the Cove of Cork, on the 
Irish coast, a circumstance which gave great concern to many well- 
wishers of his father here, and no tmall joy to those, who have had 
the iniquity to chouse him and his out of their just inheritance." 
Here the old lady, in conclusion, gave vent to her feelings with much 
bitterness, and entered upon topics which I feel it proper to sup- 
press for the present, reserving the remainder of her disclosures for 
a future occasion. After I had patiently heard her out, I, in my 
turn, informed her that tlie person, according to her account, sup- 
posed to have been drowned in the Cove of Cork, was still alive and 
happy, and that it was by no means improbable she would soon see 
that son of her quondam lover the Colonel, in possession of at least 
the honours of his family. At this news her joy was so excessive, that 
she fairly hugged me with rapture, — a sort of compliment which per- 
haps I should have received with more ardour and gratitude had she 
been fifty years younger. We had now arrived opposite the Three 
Cranes Inn in Leicester, where mv friend Jameson, somewhat anxi- 
ously, waited dinner for me, and I descended from my rustic vehicle 
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to his no small entertainment and surprise. I pressingly invited the 
fair charioteer to partake of some refreshment, which she politely 
declined, on the plea of being expected to dinner by one of her 
daughters. We thereupon most cordially shook hands, and parted, 
not without my having obtained her fervent blessings, and prayers 
for my success. 

Mr. Jameson was highly amused with the history of an adventure^ 
which fortunately afforded us many valuable hints towards the 
object in view. That no time might be lost in improving such 
hints, and as it occurred to me that the old lady would naturaUy 
relate in her family what had passed, and hence, perhaps, undue 
means be resorted to from some inimical quarter for the removal, 
if not destruction, of certain important records, to which her nar- 
rative bore relation, I ordered a chaise immediately after dinner, 
and, in less than two hours from the time I parted with her^ set out 
again in quest of the treasures, of whose existence she had apprized 
me. My first visit was to a church not many miles from Leicester. 
On my arrival, 1 enquired for the residence of the parish clerk^ 
and found the poor fellow in a miserable hovel, not a whit superior 
to the mud edifices of my mountaineer countrymen. I requested 
him to produce the parish register, but he told me I could not then 
see it, " as how the parson lived seven miles oflf, and never came 
but early of a Sunday morning, when he read prayers, and was off 
again in a trice.'' Finding it impossible to procure a glimpse at 
the register for that time, I next begged the favour of this canonical 
echo's company as far as the church, that I might inspect two or 
three tombstones, which I understood were placed in the chancel. 
Amen gazed on me with a face of deprecation and amazement ; and^ 
after a pause to give distinctness to his response, asked» ^^ Prayf 
zir, may I ax what countryman you be ? I am sure you beaut of 
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our parish, or you would not be in such a hurry to go to church 
this time o' the night/' — " And why not, my friend?'' demanded I. 
" Why/' exclaimed he, " no one in his senses would venture, that's 
all ; though I believe there's nothing in the stories I have heard 
since I was a boy/' — " Stories! what stories do you mean?" — 
** Why, as how you see, one Hastings, a warrior in iJoliver Crom- 
well's time, canters about a marble horse of his over the grave* 
stones at night. He was sequestrified by the Parliament in those 
times, which, they say, sticks in his gizzard to this hour. Lord, 
bless us ! Sam Caxton told me not five days agone, that he rattled 
one of the tomb-stones you mention into ten thousand pieces; 
howsomdever, that was no very hard matter to do, as it was of a 
slaty substance/' — " Well, but did j^ou examine this stone," said I, 
" in order to ascertain the truth?" — " Aye, that I did, and the fact 
was so, sure enough/' — " Do you know who was buried beneath 
it?" — *' No, not I; but my old father, who has been clerk here 
nearly sixty years, perhaps, can tell, that is, -if he remembers any 
thing about it, which, I much doubt, by reason that he is so old 
and deaf/' This, thought I, would be esteemed a good specimen 
of Irish reasoning. I inquired where tlie old man lived, and again 
requested . the clerk to accompany me; but this he decHned till 
morning, at the same time offering me a sort of substitute for a 
lamp, and the keys, "if as how 1 wished to go a ghost-hunting 
alone/' I asked him where the equestrian statue stood, of which 
he seemed so much in awe ; but he informed me, that it now ex- 
isted only in the traditions of the country folks, the original having 
been long since tumbled down, and afterwards destroyed. Finding 
I could not prevail on him to attend me, I accepted the hght and 
keys, and proceeded to the church. It stood at a considerable 
distance from my chaise, in which the driver, in the mean time, 
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had thought proper to fall asleep, leaving the vehicle to the dis- 
cretion of his horges, who were quietly eating their corn. The rain 
fell plentifully ; and it was not without some ingenuity that I suc- 
ceeded in preserving the ewer full of kitchen-stuff, which served me 
for a lamp, from being extinguished. At last, I entered the sacred 
walls, without any great fear of being encountered by the Knight of 
the Marble Horse. The church is an old and rude building, with 
uncouth ornaments, at least sp they then appeared by the dusky 
illumination afforded me. The floor was covered with matting, and 
therefore I passed on undisturbed by the reverberation of my own 
footsteps. I had no difficulty in tracing out the spot, where the 
marble horse had shattered the tomb-stone, as reported; and I 
certainly did find that the damage alluded to had really been 
done ; but when, W by what means or accident, I have never been 
able to discover. In the comer of the chancel I found a broom, 
and a small heap. of rubbish, consisting of lime and fragments of 
stone, which, it occurred to me, might have constituted part of the 
tomb in its original state. To work therefore I went upon this pro- 
bability, and, seating myself on a rush mat, I poked among the 
dust and rubbish, and collected together all the pieces, that ap- 
peared to have composed the inscription. These formed a novel 
kind of puzzle, which cost me no small study to connect; and I do 
honestly believe it would have been easier to solve one of the 
crampest problems in Euclid, than to re-arrange these disjecti 
membra in intelligible order. However, I at length succeeded in 
taking the exact words inscribed on this " thing of shreds and 
patches,'' together with a sketch of the whole as a drawing, which 
fiilly answered my purpose. My faculties were so absorbed in this 
precious job, that the time passed without my attending either to 
the lateness of the hour, or to the storm which grappled the roof 
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and windows with such violence, as might have set the bells a ring- 
ing. I was roused from this lethargy at last, by conceiving, that I 
really did hear a bell toll. Somewhat startled at the imaginary 
summons, I hastily looked round, but all was dreary and dark, save 
the dimly luminous circle, of which my lamp formed the centre. 
Above my head, hung some tattered armorial banners, which had 

« 

been placed, more than a century before, over the graves of the illus^ 
trious dead, for whose posterity I came to seek justice. I gathered 
up my papers, closed my memorandum book, and was about to rise 
from the posture I was then in, which I remember was a kneeling 
one, when I experienced one of the most horrible sensations it has 
ever fallen to the lot of my nerves to encounter. I distinctly felt a 
warm living breath poured upon my cheek, and shaking my hair, 
which I suppose already " stood on end, like quills upon the fretful 
porcupine,'' half petrified, I turned round, expecting to see nothing 
less than the Knight of the Marble Charger, nodding down, in horrid 
complaisance,, at me, another, but innocent, Don Juan ; when, lo 1 
my eyes m^t the benevolent and inquisitive gaze, not of sheeted 
spectre, or life-assuming statue, but of bomUfde blood and bone, in 
their most honest and unalarming shape, an ass ! This respectable 
animal, whose species is so often libelled by comparison with human 
stolidity, belonged to the clerk, and was grazing in the church-yard, 
when, invited by the light, and the open door, he possibly promised 
himself the double pleasure of inspecting whatever might be going 
forward, and, at the same time, of finding a shelter for the night. 
The floor of the church being, as I before observed, covered with 
matting, he stole upon my lucubrations as softly as if, like King 
Lear's troop of horse, he had been ** shod with felt.'' As my scanty 
allowance of light did not at first enable me to determine to what 
class of created tilings the donkey belonged, and as he decline4 
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answering a very respectful, and, indeed, piotis, interrogatory, put 
by me to that effect, I began to feel the prudence of decamping 
with all convenient speed out of such company, when raising the 
lamp, in furtherance of that purpose, I caught a full view of his 
outline, and convincing longitude of ear. Finding that the intruder 
came in such an unquestionable shape, I resolved he should pay 
for his peeping, and, brandishing the aforesaid broomstick, I forth- 
with laid it on his ^^ leathern coat,'' with such an unsparing hand, 
that at length the ^^ patient endurance,'' for which that family are so 
fBmed, gave way, and, Parthian-like, he discharged a volley of heel? 
with so much force at my breast, that, had he succeeded in making 
his intentions tell, I, in all probability, should now be in ^' the tomb 
of all the Capulets," and the whole adventure lost in oblivion, to the 
great disappointment of posterity. However, I was not destined to 
fall by such inglorious weapons. The blow fell short of the vital 
mark, and expended its vengeance on my lamp, the remains of 
which it dashed full in my face, thus putting out my light and my 
eyM both together, and leaving me to grope for egress in^ such man- 
ner as it might please God. Under these circumstances, I stood on 
no further ceremony, but scampered off, well wet, worse greased, 
andy perhaps, not a little frightened. I was rejoiced again to see 
my old friend the Clerk, who, all this time, had been snugly asleep, 
and got up in his shirt to receive the keys. After assuring him that 
I had supped with the Knight of the Marble Horse, and had been 
introduced to Belzebub and suite, I wished him and his ass at the 
devil, thrust a few shillings into his assenting palm, and hurried to 
my vehicle, which I re-entered with no small satisfaction. 

On my return to the inn, I stole to bed, concealing the whol^ 
adventure, and next morning returned to the charge, reinforced by 
my friend. The Parson happening to be then in att«nd«ti|ce, we 
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gftined admiMion to the registry^ and haring obtaitted from him 
certificates of the necessary entries, which, as far as I can judge 
from appearances, he granted with not a little reluctance, we put- 
sued our journey to Welford, in Northamptonshire, and arrived at 
the Talbot Inn, in that town, about four o'clock, the same dajf. 
We inspected the parish registry there, from which we secured a 
faithful abstract of the burial of Richard Hastings, great grand- 
father of the present Earl, and examined every old tomb in the 
cemetery for further information. I conversed, at this place, with a 
very old man of the name of Wallace, who told me he remembered 
Henry Hastings, the grandfather of his Lordship, and that he tras 
called Lord Hastings, in consequence of the general reputation of 
the country that he and his sons, in failure of issue in the reigning 
branch, were next heirs to the title of Huntingdon. Here also I 
learned some curious particulars concerning the manner in which 
the executors of Richard Hastings had disposed of the property 
bequeathed by him to his son Henry ; but as they might affect the 
present possessors, and as the property may become matter of 
future litigation, I will, for the present, pass over the subject in 
silence. 

Mustering all our force of evidence thus far detailed^ we now 
started from Welford for London; and on the 4th of September, 
Mr. Jameson and I found ourselves in this vast metropolis, proh 
vided with materials, which we conceived, iit that time, sufBcient to 
enable us to state a case, for the opinion of eminent counsel, but 
which, as afterwards appeared, were very inadequate for that pur- 
pose. However, as we scarce hoped ever to discover any othdr 
branches of the family in addition to such as were then in our 
hands, though there actually were no less than twenty-four Mhv 
descendants to account for, we set about preparing a case, whidi tie 
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determined to submit to the much-lamented Sir Samuel Romilly. 
This eminent lawyer, and amiable man, was then at Tanhurst, near 
Dorking, in the county of Surrey, having retired to that beautiful 
retreat, his Tusculum, for a short time from the drudgery of 
business; and thither I resolved to pursue him. When the case was 
made out, and approved of by Mr. Jameson, he thought proper to 
relinquish any further professional agency in the business, deeming 
it a sort of impossibility that, under the circumstances in which the 
succession was placed, we could ever succeed ; and actuated by the 
conscientious and honourable principle, which has always been thje 
rule of his practice, that it was unjust to squander a client's money, 
without any rational prospect of success. Accordingly, on the 51h 
of September, he set out on his return to Dublin, and left the field 
to me, single-handed, and total stranger, as I then was, in London/ 
As I had not the same cause for professional scruples on a pecu- 
niary score, that Mr. Jameson had, the money expended being in 
advance from my own purse, and at my own risk, under the terms 
of my original engagement to Lord Huntingdon, and as in fact I 
was always sanguine in my hopes of success, I went boldly on ; and 
the same hour that my friend parted for Ireland, I stepped into the 
coach for Dorking, where I arrived late on the same evening. I 
learned, by making inquiries at the inn, that Sir Samuel intended to 
leave Tanhurst at seven o'clock next morning for Bowwood, another 
country seat of his, and I therefore determined to be early enough 
with him. I arose before five, and proceeded in a chaise and four 
to his house, which I reached a few minutes after seven o'clock. 
On asking to see that inestimable man, I was shown into an elegant 
apartment, and was informed by a servant that Sir Samuel was 
strolling about the grounds, whence he would very shortly return. 
In • a few minutes after, the door opened, and in stalked a long, 
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gaunt, figure, without a cravat; his stockings ungartered, and wet 
with " brushing the dews away '/' and he evidently had not used a 
hat that morning. Notwithstanding the derangement of his dress, I 
could not be mistaken in the man. There was a sort of deep, 
searching look, peculiar to him, which seemed to demand the 
business of every man who waited on him professionally, and 
therefore I soon felt myself at liberty to enter upon mine. Sir 
Samuel, with a polite and elegant ease of manner, begged to know 
what had called me at so early an hour to Tanhurst? I then ex<* 
plained the purport of my visit ; entered into some detail of my 
journey, the success with which it had been so far attended, and 
my future views, to all which he listened with profound attention, 
not having once interrupted me. When I had fuiished my " tale of 
symptoms,'' I presented him with the case, with the usual accom- 
paniment, both of which he gently put by with his hand, observing, 
that " he never took cases.'' Astonished, confounded, at meeting 
so unexpected a difficulty, one about which I had never dreamed, ] 
felt I know not what. He was the only English lawyer of eminence 
of whom I could remember to have ever heard any thing, or, in fact, 
whose name I knew. Indeed, I could not be said to know a single 
individual, professional or other, in all England; and my morti- 
fication and distress at that moment cannot well be imagined. 
However, after the first shock of his rebuff was over, plucking up 
resolution, 1 ventured to address Sir Samuel, who doubtless visibly 
saw my emotion, and guessed its cause. '* Sir Samuel Romilly," 
said I, " I have frequently heard your character, and the profound 
professional abiUties you have displayed, and continue to display, 
talked over in Ireland, with rapture. Impressed, hence, with deep 
respect for your worth, and high admiration of your talent, I fixed 
on you in my mind's eye, as my leading counsel in this case, so 
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dear to my happiness, and so vital to the interests of my friend. 
Under this determination, I sought you at your house in London; 
from thence I followed you to Dorking, from Dorking here ; and 
now I have only to add, that, as I value your opinion more than 
that of any other man on earth, if you refuse to let me have it, 
d — ^n me but you will break my heart ! '' I pronounced these last 
words with an emphasis, and an earnestness, which real feeling 
seldom fails to assume, and perhaps there was a sincerity in my 
manner which pleased him. My accent, though it has not much 
claim to the leathern appellation fastened to the honest, unadul- 
terated, Milesian dehvery of my countrymen, at once convinced 
him I was Irish, and, with one of those smiles which sometimes 
illumined his intelligent countenance, he familiarly replied, " Well, 
Paddy, I wiD."' I felt the compliment deeply, and it was enhanced 
by something of a benevolent condescension, superadded to what 
was merely official. These few words were uttered with a feeling, 
which touched every chord of my heart, and, from that moment, I 
became his sincere well-wisher; and, perhaps, if he now lived to 
peruse this humble page, to which any memorial of him will impart 
a dignity, he might not think me presumptuous in adding, his 
friend. He invited me to stay for breakfast, after which he showed 
me the house and grounds. He asked me many questions con- 
cerning the Irish ; their politics, maimers ; tlie state of the country ; 
by what means they were most likely to be benefited ; and by what 
measures most distressed ; with a volume of other like interro- 
gatories. Before I left his house for London, and he did not seem 
inclined to part with me in a hurry, he asked when I would expect 
his opinion on the case? I replied, " To-morrow, or next day. 
Sir ;'' at which answer he appeared in no small degree entertained. 
Perceiving that his pleasantry arose from my expecting it so soon. 
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I added, ^^ that if he was hurried with business, in the course of a 
week would do/' Sir Samuel smiled, and said, '' If I were as rapid 
in my own movements as I expected others to be, he had no doubt 
but I should bring my clienf s case to a JinaJe in less time than any 
man he ever met with would be likely to do." I bowed, and 
observed, that I should of course be perfectly content to wait his 
convenience ; but, as this was my sole business in London, I felt 
assured he would attend to it with the least possible delay. At 
parting, he gave me a letter to deliver in town for him ; and I was 
scarcely a day returned, when I received his opinion, dated two 
days after I had put the case into his hands, and accompanied with 
a polite letter, expressing his wishes for my success, and pointing 
out several things likely to prove conducive to it. 
. As Sir Samuels opinion was, on the whole, a favourable one, I 
instantly set abdut making the searches for wills, deeds, and other 
documents, which he advised ; and having obtained all he then cour 
ceived necessary, I wrote him to that effect, transmitting, at the 
same time, copies of the papers, together with a genealogical table. 
In the course of a few days I received the following letter ; 

'* Sir, << Tanhurst, October 7, 1817. 

" I have looked over the pedigree and documents you sent 
me, and have read the observations you made respecting the wiUs 
and administrations of the several persons mentioned in it. It 
appears to me, that the evidence, which I before thought wanting, 
has now been supplied by you ; and it does not occur to me, at the 
present moment, that any further search is necessary to be made 
by you. 

'^ I do not conceive that it will be necessary to employ counsel 
to prepare the petition, which is to be presented to the Prince 
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Regent. All that it will be requisite to do in that petition will be to 
state, that the first Earl was created by letters patent to him, and 
the heirs male of his body ; ^nd the fact of the death of the last 
Earl of Huntingdon, having left the petitioner the heir male of the 
body of the first Eari, surviving him, together with the manner in 
which he makes out his descent; and to pray, that his Royal High* 
ness would be pleased to give directions, that a writ of summons 
should issue to call him up to the House of Lords. This, I think, is 
the form of the petition that should be presented, thou^ I am not 
very sure of it. However, it will not be of any material importance, 
if the petition is not according to the usual form. The petition will 
probably be referred to the Attorney General, who will require to 
be attended upon it, and to be furnished with the evidence by 
which the claim is to be supported. This, however, is not, I 
believe,, the course which is always pursued; but the case is 
referred, in tiie first instance, to the House of Lords. 

*' Though I have been counsel in many claims of peerage, I have 
never had occasion to <!onsider in what form the claim is first made ; 
and I have here no books I can refer to. You will find, I think, 
some useful information on the subject, in a small work, published 
some years ago, by Mr. Cruise, of Lincoln s Inn, on Dignities ; and 
if you have any difficulty how to proceed, I apprehend that, at the 
Parliament OflSce, Abingdon-street, Westminster, you may receive 
the information you may be in want of. 

" I have written to Lord Huntingdon respecting his taking the 
titie ; and, though I do not think it of much importance, I have 
now rather dissuaded him from using it before his claim is estar 
blished ; not that there exists the slightest doubt of his just claim, 
but merely in consequence of the unwiUingness expressed by 
several to acknowledge him as such. I shall send you the pedigree^ 
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Sec. back in a parcel by the coach, it being too heavy to go in a 
frank without being charged postage. 

" I remain, Sir, 

*• Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

" Samuel R.omilly/^ 

On perusal of this letter, I proceeded, as therein directed, to the 
Parliament Office, where I obtained the information necessary in 
the then stage of the business. Some time previous to this, and 
during these preparatory operations, the following paragraph, ori- 
ginating probably in some conversation Sir Samuel might have had 
with his friends on the possibility of Lord Huntmgdon!s success, 
appeared in the Globe London Newspaper, of the 6th Sep- 
tember, 1817. 

*• Huntingdon Peerage. — It gives us sincere pleasure to hear, 
(hat our worthy and highly respected countryman, Hans Francis 
Hastings, at present residing at EnniskiUen, in Ireland, will be 
cdled to fill the vacant seat in the Upper House in the next Session 
of Parliament. Circumstances, which we are not at liberty to 
mention, have hitherto prevented his accession to the title, which 
has descended to him through a long race of illustrious ancestors ; 
but every obstacle being now removed, and the necessary docu- 
ments procured, &c. his Lordship will hold the title by courtesy 
until the usual forms can be complied with. He is the lineal de- 
scendant of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon; and Catherine, 
daughter of George Plantagenet, Duke of Clarence. His elevation 
to the Peerage will, doubtless, give much satisfaction to his noble 
relative the Marquis of Hastings, who has, at all times, proved 
Uraself the sincerest of his T^ordship's friends/' 

yfhetk &is newspaper found its way to EnniskiUen, it caused n^ 
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small sensation of pleasure among his Lordship's numerous friends. 
A few there were, indeed, who felt a contrary sentiment; but they 
were so few, and so contemptible, as not to be worth even an iU- 
humoured reflection ; nor would they be* hinted at here, only to show 
them that they are known and despised. 

Having advanced •' thus far into the bowels of the land,'' (I 
cannot add, " without impediment,") and placed affairs in so pro- 
mising a train, I prepared for my return to Ireland with a joyful 
heart. An illness, however, with which I was seized at this time^ 
prevented my intentions for some weeks, during which, in my 
intervals of ease, I arranged and digested, as well as I was able, all 
that Sir Samuel had said and written on the occasion, arid set dovm 
a vast number of queries, which occurred to me as important to the 
further prosecution of the cause when I should come back to Eng- 
land again. At length, having sufficiently recovered my health and 
strength, I parted for Ireland. On my arrival in Dublin, I found 
my affairs, in consequence of my long absence, in a state of con- 
fusion and arrear with my clients, which required some weeks' close 
attention to put in order again. I then sent for Lord and Lady 
Huntingdon, and having had a consultation with our counsel and 
best friends, to whom I submitted the results of my journey, and Sir 
S. Romilly s letters, it was resolved unanimously, that his Lordship 
should assume the title, as that step would be the most likely means 
to draw all opponents, who might have pretensions, into the field at 
once, and at the same time serve as a public avowal of his deter- 
mination to prosecute, as advised, his indisputable claim to the 
Earldom. The moment this vote was put and carried, the little 
party of friends, assembled at my house on the occasion, drank his 
Lordship's health, three times three. In order to devote my undi- 
vided attention to the object which had now become completely 
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paramount in my mind, and that no obstacle, by partly occupying 
my thoughts, might tend to postpone the success, which from the 
first I looked on as certain, I resolved to dispose of all my pro- 
perty in Dublin, break up my establishment, and remove my family 
to London at once. This project was no sooner conceived, than I 
set about its execution. Before the 20th of December following, I 
had finally arranged every thing for my departure, sold my house, 
furniture, &c. transferred the business of my clients, with their 
approbation, into other hands, and sailed for England on the 23d of 
that month. Next day we landed at Liverpool, and on the 25th, 
ate our Christmas dinner at the Huntingdon Arms, nn Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch, within a few paces of those castellated walls, whose very 
ruins attest the ancient grandeur of the illustrious Hovise of Hastings. 
Apprized, as I now was, that it would be necessary to prove, by the 
first class of evidence^ the total extinction, from the date of the letters 
patent, in 1529? of every male descendant of the family, who ever 
had existed, and whose claim, if living, would, or might be prior to 
that of my client, I renewed my searches in the registry of Ashby 
Church, and obtained a second, and more accurate Ust of births, 
baptisms, marriages, and deaths^ than I formerly took pains to 
collect. I next proceeded to Castle Donnington, in order to 
prociire certificates of the entries made in the parish register there, 
relative to the family in question. 1 found several; but some, it 
plainly appeared, had been cut out, and the clergymaii expressed 
his opinion that this must have been done by order of Oliven Crom- 
well: From the nature of circumstances I was by no means dis- 
posed to refer these depredations to so early a date, though I 
certainly did suspect that some such hypocritical Protector had a 
hand in thus attempting to obscure and confuse, for some unfair 
purpose, the genealogical history of the family. Luckily, however. 
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Cromwell never meddled with the Ashby Register, not more, than 
seven miles off, and in which the following entry completely filled 
up the hiatus made at Donnington. " July 7, 1649. This day wa« 
buried in the vault under the chancel, the remains of the Right 
Honourable Henry Lord Hastings, the eldest, last, and only surviv- 
ing, son of Ferdinando, Earl of Huntingdon y and the Lady Lucy his 
wife/' This sufficiently showed the death of John and Ferdinando, 
Henry's two brothers, who were interred at Donnington, but the 
entry of whose burials was not to be found. The birth, too, in 1650, 
of Theophilus the seventh Earl, further confirmed the above entry, 
his mother being pregnant of him at the time of his brother's de- 
cease- Thus the iniquitous intentions of the Protector were so far 
defeated- 

After duly inspecting the Registry at Donnington, and gleaning 

all the information I could by inquiry, I brought Mrs. Bell to visit 

the Park and its splendid old mansion. In examining the different 

apartments we were particularly struck with the marked resemblance 

observable between the present Earl's children and some of the old 

family portraits. Among the valuable collection of pictures, we 

remarked the likeness of Richard the Third, and that of Sir Edward 

Hastings, ancestor of the present Earl, with various others of equal 

interest. Having satiated our taste with a view of all that the house 

and grounds contain of curious, beautiful, or magnificent, ^e left the 

Park highly gratified ; and next day proceeded to Great and Little 

Leke, where I obtained a copy of the entry of the burial of the 

Reverend Theophilus Hastings, late Rector of that parish, and uncle 

of the present Earl. On his tombstone I observed these remarkable 

words — ^^ Let no one be buried in the church." In front of the 

Parsonage-house there then stood a small stone pillar, supporting a 

sun-dial, and bearing a Latin inscription, stating that Reverend 
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gentleman to be eleventh Earl of Huntingdon, godson of Theophilus 
the ninth Earl, and entitled to the Earldom by descent. This me- 
morial, Mr, Hastings, in his life-time, had engraved on a tin plate, and 
fixed over the inscription mentioned in page 179- The plate I never 
saw, it being removed or destroyed, by what means I do not pre- . 
tend to say ; but I traced out the person who painted it, and the man 
from whom it was bought, as well as many others who remembered 
having seen and read it. From Leke we proceeded to the to^vn of 
Leicester, where I made several diligent searches in the parish regis- 
tries of St. Mary's and St. Margaret's. The present highly respect- 
able and worthy Rector of the latter, the Reverend Thomas Bur- 
naby, lent me every assistance in his power, as well at that time as 
subsequently ; and I have every reason to be grateful, not only for 
the anxiety, which he very properly conceived it his duty to show and 
prove, in endeavouring to bring my client's claim to light, but for the 
very polite attentions, which I experienced from him and his truly 
amiable family. In St. Mary's I found the curious entry, formerly 
referred to, of a licence to eat flesh in Lent, granted to Barbara, the 
wife of Sir Edward Hastings. I next went to Humberston, and 
thence successively to Foston, Belgrave, Loughborough, Lutter- 
worth, Welford, and lastly to Northampton, for a copy of the will of 
Richard Hastings, great grandfather of the present Earl. Returning, 
with the fniits of this tour, to Leicester, I then proceeded with my 
family for London. The day after my arrival, I prepared the draft 
of a Petition to the Prince Regent, with which I waited on Sir 
Samuel Romilly, and informed him of all my operations since our 
last interview^ Sir Samuel, who received me with great politeness, 
and appeared much gratified at the progress I had made, promised 
to read the draft, and dispose of it as soon as possible. In the 
interim, which was about six days, I endorsed all my documents, and 
arranged them in proper order. I also compiled an improved Genea- 
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logical Table, which I put into the hands of a printer, and got mkch, 
other matters ready as, under the circumstances, seemed necessary. 
It was at this juncture, the 10th of January 1818, that I balled for 
the first time at the College of Arms. Having introduced myself td 
Francis Townsend, Esq. late Windsor Herald, I entered on the sub* 
ject of my visit, stating very fully my view of my noble client's case^ 
and giving him a minute detail of what I had done from the com- 
mencement of the proceedings. Mr. Townsend begged I would call 
on him the following day, and bring with me such documents as I 
was possessed of, that we might peruse them together. To this I 
agreed, and we accordingly went over the whole of the evidence I 
had collected ; but here a new and unexpected difficulty started up itt 
my way. To my inexpressible vexation I now found that tilt 
Honourable Henr}*^ Hastings, of Woodlands, who is stated in CoUins'k 
Peerage, and other such authorities, to have had only two sons. Sit 
George and Henry, had in fact no fewer than five, alid that these 
five sons, with their male issue, were twenty-four in number, beside* 
the probability of their descendants being still more numerous! 
Here was another ample field to expatiate in — " Alps rising over 
Alps "' till lost in the cloudy distance. The prospect almost deterred 
me, and I felt that sickness of the heart, which arises from hope 
deferred. But staring at the difficulty was not the way to overcome 
it " More glory will be won, or less be lost,*' said I, and I at once 
resolved to put my shoulder manfully to the wheel. Before entering 
upon this new task, however, and in order to be stiU advancing a 
step, I first revised the draft oi the Petition, and on the 20th of 
January presented it to the Prince Regent through the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, Lord Sidmoulh. On the 22d of 
the same month, to the great credit of his Royal Highness and his 
Ministers, it was referred to the Attorney General, Sir Samuel 
Shepherd, for his cofisideration. On ascertaming that sttck wm the 
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ease, I haiitened to the chambei^ of this most upright officer, and 
th^re learnecl that, from the vast pressure of Govermnent business, I 
C^QIild not possibly have a hearing before the 2d of April. I did 
l»Qt much regret the delay, as it afforded me an opportunity, during 
the interval, of seeking out the additional proofs required. To thi» 
Qbject I now therefore resolutely applied myself. My first step wa« 
to make a search in Doctors' Commons, from the year 156Q, beiim 
that in which the testament of Fmncis the second Earl was proved^ 
for the wills and administrations of all persons of the name of Hast-« 
ipgs, down to. the year 1805. This laborious task I undertook and 
pkerformed myself, and it amply repaid me for the trouble, I cole^ 
)^ted together the wills and administrations of upwards Qf on<^ 
hundred and eighty individuals of the name, and was fortunate 
enough to hit upon some belonging to the Woodland family, which 
were of vast, I may say, vital, importance. But here again a formk 
^lahle difficulty presented itself, and kept me a considerable tiBie at 
h»Y. In the Visitation of 1681-2, two persons, named Ferdinandp 
a^d Theophilus Hastings, described as the sons of Ferdinaudo and 
I>eborah Hastings, of Kennington, in the county of Surrey, were 
stated to have been bom, thrformer in 1675, the latter in 1677 ; bnlr 
this unlucky document did not tell where they were bom, baptizecl^ 
married, or buried, or whether they had, or had not, any descend^ 
ants. This seemed an insuperable barrier to our progress, and how^ 
ta surmount the obstacle was matter of no small perplexity. FuUf 
^ware of the importance of the circumstance^ I conferred with Mr.. 
Townmnd, who joined me m opinion, tliat Sir Samuel RomiUgr 
should be knmediately consulted. Accordingly we waited on. hiai 
next day by appointment I explained the embarrassment, ia which. 
I stood, and my mortifying ignorance of any present mean» of extri**' 
eaUaa. Sir Samnsl requestedme to call agAiain^^ few day»^ adjiir*^ 
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ing that he would, in the interim, diligently examine and compare 
the various papers I had put into his hands, and then give me the b^t 
advice in his power. The father of Ferdinando and Theophilus, the 
two persons in question, is stated, in the Visitation alluded to, to be 
of Kennington Common in the county of Surrey. I therefore 
searched Lambeth and the adjacent parishes for the register of their 
births, but without effect. I then tried to find out the will of their 
father or mother, but it appeared there was neither will nor admini- 
stration. I next endeavoured to discover the wills of .their uncles, 
aunts, and next of kin, in hopes to trace out some mention of such 
names, but here again I was doomed to be disappointed. Half 
despairing of success I returned to Sir Samuel, who heard me with 
his usual patience and attention, and then addressed me nearly in 
the following terms. '' I have read, with great attention, the copy 
of the Visitation of 1681, and the Genealogical Table, which you 
left me, together with the wills and administrations, which you say, 
you presume, are those of the Ferdinando and Theophilus in ques- 
tion, but I cannot trace the slightest appearance of identity. The 
documents before me may possibly be the wills of these parties, but 
until you are able to show most clearly that they are such, no Attor- 
ney-General would feel himself justified in reporting that your client 
is entitled to the honours you claim for him. I have given this case 
my best consideration, but must confess I know not, nor can I con- 
ceive, how you are to act after failing in this point. I must there- 
fore merely hope that you will, by perseverance, be more fortunate^ 
though I feel myself incapable of pointing out what you ought fur- 
ther to do, and can only recommend you to trust in the goodness of 
that Providence, who has so far assisted you in unravelling, without 
the smallest clew, this web of mystery. If the object is to.be ac« 
complished, you ytiHi succeed, I have every confidence in your 




OF THE CLAIM. S69 

exertions, and had from the moment I first saw this Genealogical 
Table, which for clearness and accuracy, under the circumstances, 
and so far as you have gone, never, I believe, has been excelled/' I 
stood astounded, and gazing at Sir Samuel with something like in« 
credulous amazement, but he showed me to the door, telling me that 
it would be folly to expect any assistance from him till I had proved 
the identity and extinction of Ferdinando, his brother Theophilus, 
and their issue male, if any they had, and wishing me every success, 
with a melancholy nod, bade me good afternoon. The moment I 
was out of sight of his chambers I gave a loose to my vexation, 
cursing his stupidity for not showing me what was impossible, and 
my own wayward destiny, till I had almost wrought myself into a 
fever. But this was not the way to remedy the evil ; this was not 
placing the reliance on Providence enjoined by Sir Samuel. In the 
course of a few hours I recovered my powers of reflection, and sat 
down to consider what best might be done to guide me through the 
labjnrinth, among the dark passages and intricacies of which I was so 
likely to lose my way. My first suggestion was to apply to Mr« 
Townsend, but I unluckily met Lord Huntingdon. I told him very 
littie of the recent obstacle which had started up on my. path, for 
I did not see the propriety of prematurely dashing his hopes, 
which were never sanguine, when perhaps a few hours might 
relieve us all from the painful predicament. His Lordship, however, 
from my ruffled temper and unusual reserve, as well as the ominous 
and chopfallen titie-page of my face, which indeed ^^ bespoke the 
nature of a tragic volu^le,'' guessed more than I was willing he 
should know. His curiosity naturally became interested, and he 
said, as he was just then disengaged, that he would accompany 
me to the College of Arms. Having arrived, I withdrew with Mr4 

Townsend to a separate apartmenti and made hin) fully acquainted 






fffi JNYKSTIGATION 

i(^th. the result of my ¥te conference with Sir Samuel Romilly, the 
circ^pns^ces of which i^ fact he ahready knew, having accidentally 
seen Sir Samuel shortly after he and I parted. 'This old gehtlemieui, 
deei^mg it, I must suppose, part of his official duty, stated it to bft 
aut of the question that we could proceed with any chance of attain 
]j]^g our object, and conjured up such an imaginary host of difficulties 
^ wer^ quite ^vUficient to deter his aspirings, and in fact make him 
relinquish the object altogether. He told him, that at all events hia 
^laim must be referred to a Committee of Privileges, and that yeara 
i^U^t pa^ away before success could crown our efforts, even admiln 
tii^g th^t we should be so fortunate as to overcome our than existing 
^fficultiesi, which, for his part, he said, he thought next to impossible. 
These; galliug and gloomy forebodings, as it may be easily supposed, 
W^re not very palatable to my client. His good sense and phibsor^ 
pjtyr lji^oij(^ever sustained him under such apparent reverse of fojrtune> 
a](^d ^^ hior^ it with becoming, though not altogether passive dignity « 
^s soou as we hiad left the presence of Mr. Town^end3 and ihrowR 
ourselves into a hackney coach, his Lordship vented his spleen o^ jg^ 
with a. vengeance. He protested, that if he had knowi\ the Woixlt 
land fi^nily ever existed) he would not have been dolt, idiot, looL 
enough to conjie to ^gknd on such a romai^c errands such a 
QuucotiQ enterprise ; but he would now sell his propertyy go ta 
America, and never again be heard of; with much more in tk» 
^ame style. This language drove me from grief to rage, and my 
temper is none of the most placable. His Lordship murmuired ; i* 
rej^rted in my own defence; and we parted in very pretty himmur- 
with .each other. I returned to my lodgings^ and he went home la 
impiart his disappointment and mortification to Lady Huhtiagdoii, 
who refused to. believe one sentence, of what Mr* Townseiid had" 
said, relying OQi my judgment with impliqit ooBfidaoeeu Slie. loH 
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h^r husband he was too mtich alarmed by those discouraging i^eflec- 
tions and random predictions, whifeh, perhaps, after all^ hdd tib 
better foundatioh than envy arid jealousy at a prdsjiecl: of .success, 
which would crown them With fortune arid honour. At length by 
soothing arguments, she succeeded ih allaying his mental agitatibii. 
In all this irritation of his Lordship*s feelings there was nothing tb 
be wondered at^ for I must acknowledge I had long taugkt him to 
consider success as certain ; but let it be recollected that this was 
under an impression, derived from erroneous authdrities, that there 
were only six inembers of the Woodland family who had evet* existed, 
and of whose extinction it would be incumbent on me to bring for- 
ward evidence. My client's dissatisfaction arid scepticism became 
vexatious. Mr. Townsend was separately and privately consulted, 
and he helped to blacken the prospect, as appeared By sbirie of his 
letters on the subject, which fell into my hands. Uiider thfese cif- 
comstahces, and in order to confront us, we were invited to dine 
together at his Lordship's. After dinnfer the conversation turned 
upon the pending Peerage, concerning which, Mr. Tbwnierid again 
declared his conviction, that the case must inevitably be referred i:o 
the Committee of Privileges, and that years, or at least several sfeS- 
sionSy must intervene before their Lordships could possibly come to 
any decision. I contended, with some warmth, that this assertion 
was ridiculous, inasmuch as the mode of proceeding v^^s not nefcfes- 
.sarily such as he described, but would depend upon the merits of 
the case, and the nature of the evidence producfed ; at the sa^e tinie 
affirming, in the inspiration of the moment, that I would bring the 
business to a close before the expiration of nine months : and I am 
happy I have been able to keep my word. On this occasion Lord 
Hmitingdon appsrfently gave himself up to the opinion of Mr. 
Townsend, ^d J, riot much reKshing the company of this herald 6f 
doubt and dimfayr tr^lit a^y Ht an «irly hoiif . Qit f6te wkjf hdm^. 
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my brother, Captain Bell, who had dinkd with us, referring to the 
impression which Mr, Townsend's sentiments appeared to produce 
on his Lordship's mind, cautioned me to beware how I proceeded 
in a cause, in which the principal, by lending his ear to other and 
contrary advice, manifestly discouraged my further exertions in his 
favour. Very much disturbed in mind by the events of the day, I 
waited till all my family had retired to rest, and then, hauling ov«r . 
the whole of the papers relative to my noble client's claim, and 
placing the Genealogical Table before me, I set about re-considering 
the mystery, which enveloped the before-mentioned Ferdinando and 
Theophilus. I had already, as above stated, searched the Registry 
of Lambeth, the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, and every 
other place, where I thought there was a shadow of chance to obtain 
information of these two persons, but all in vain- I now read over 
and over again the wills, and abstracts of wills, of several persons of 
the same name, but could not catch a single gUmpse of identity. 
Floundering about for some time in this " palpable 'obscure " this 
Euijpus of perplexity, my good genius at length suggested an expe- 
dient, of which I determined to try the efficacy with all practicable 
expedition. During the progress of my inquiries, I had remarked 
the frequency of testamentary documents left by females of the 
family of Hastings, and it struck me, at this moment, as probable, 
that some of the unmarried sisters or daughters of the Earls of 
Huntingdon would be likely to remember, by some triffing bequest in 
their wills, their collateral relatives, giving, at the same time, such 
description of their rank and residence, as would lead to positive 
identity. Somewhat reUeved by this gleam of comfort I pursued the 
idea, and quickly found that Lady Elizabeth Hastings, sister of 
Theophilus the ninth Earl, had died a maiden, and had made a will. 
My impatience to inspect this will was so great, that I passed the 
remainder of the night in sleepless anxiety ; and next momitig, as soon 
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as the Prerogative Office wafe open, I rushed to the desk with ahead- 
long avidity not very compatible with grave official forms. I 
searched, and, to my unspeakable gratification, found the precious 
instrument. It bequeathed a bond, value 100/- to Ferdinando Hast- 
ings, of Long Alley, Shoreditch, Gent, late of Kennington. By the 
help of this new light, I soon discovered the will of this • Ferdinando 
also, and thanked God when I found he had an only child, a daugh- 
ter, named Deborah, to whom in a codicil he leaves the aforesaid 
bond, " bequeathed to him by Lady FJizabeth Hastings his relative,** 
together with all the rest of his real and personal estate. My search 
was then renewed for the will of Theophilus, Ferdinando's brother. I 
knew, if I succeeded in discovering it, and that it should prove the 
decease without issue of Theophilus, that all the imps of darkness could 
not prevent my ultimate success. I therefore sought the document 
with a correspondent degree of anxiety. Every thing now seemed to 
rest on this single point d'appui ; and when at length I discovered the 
will of a ITieophilus Hastings, which was proved in 1755, my feelings 
were wound up to such a pitch of interest, that, for some moments, 
I vainly endeavoured to read, that which lay under my eyes. Hav- 
ing recalled my faculties I with difficulty read the first lines, which 
began, " I Theophilus Hastings, of Long Alley, in the parish of 
Shoreditch, Gent, being well stricken in years, &c.** Here my 
agitation became excessive. On the tenor of that instrument my 
own earthly happiness, my hopes of honest fame, and, what I valued 
stiil more, the prosperity of my noble friend and client, might be said 
to depend ; and those only, who have laboured as I did, and 
pined in tedious suspense for the treasure which was to confirm, or 
perhaps blast, their prospects, can sufficiently estimate what I felt at 
Aat moment. At last I mustered courage to proceed, and all my 
trepidation vanished when I found that the testator died a bachelors 
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bequeathing ^^ all his estate, real and personal, to the four ehil^eQ 
of his niece, Deborah, the daughter and only child of his brother 
Ferdinando/' I was, I confess, sick with exultation. Not the phi- 
losopher of antiquitjs sallying from tlie bath, shouted ** Eureka!" 
with more enthusiastic delight than I did. I flung down the books, 
nearly ran over the clerks^ jostled every one I met, and, rushing 
from the Commons with an impetuosity, of which, under any other 
circumsUmces, I might have been ashamed, threw myself into a 
•coach, and ordered the coachman to gallop to Lord Huntingdon's 
residence in jMontague Place. I flew up stairs to her Ladyship, and 
claimed a salute, wliich she promised the moment I discovered the 
will of Theophilus, or any other document to prove his extinction 
without male issue. I was received with gladness. His Lordship 
came in immediately after my arrival, and all was congratulation 
and joy. I then posted ofl* to Sir Samuel Romilly, to whom, in a 
5tate of breathless haste, I communicated the fortimate tidings. He 
jnost aftectionately caught me by the hand, his eyes sparkling with 
pleasure, and declared his gratification in the warmest tenns. He 
flatteringly told me I was an extraordinary fellow, applauded the 
lucky thought which led to the discovery, augured future prosperity 
xql my profession ; and, in a moment after, became the same reserved 
ibmital official being that he generally appeared to be. I took my 
leave of Sir Samuel, not a little pleased with the warm reception I 
had ijiet mth, for I still seemed to feel the benevolent pressure of his 
hand, and to see the look of kindness and candour that accompa- 
nied it. 

I now lost no time in apprizing the Attorney-General that I was 
ready to attend him for a first hearing; and the following Wed- 
nesday, tl)e 2d of April, was appointed for that purpose. I mu^t 
not, however, omit to mention here, that a little before this, and 
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preparatory to my entering upon evidence^ I was fortunate enbugh 
to obtain a most material, and. not less complimentary, concession. 
In all such cases as that which I was conducting, it is the prescriptive 
custom, and, in general, considered indijspensably necessary, that 
the Attorney-General should be attended, not only by a Solicitor, 
but by Counsel- At this period, I was, strictly speaking, neither 
the one nor the other, not having been called to the Bar, nor ever 
sworn in Chancery, so that I might be considered simply as an 
agent, acting, or prepared to act, in botli capacities. Under this 
difficulty I consulted Sir Samuel Romilly, who, when he heard how 
I was circumstanced, at once, and in the most handsome manner^ 
said, " You are at liberty to mention my name to the Attomeyr 
General, and tell him I desired you to say that, in my opinion, you 
are much better qualified to conduct the claim of your client than 
any counsel in England could possibly be, from your having cok- 
lected the whole mass of evidence yourself^ and being perfectiy 
acquainted with every circumstance, which can tend to elucidate 
the difficulties likely to arise in the course of the investigation. 
Tell the Attorney-General, moreover, that I will not only vouch for 
this, but that I conceive he will save himself mv immensit}'^ <^ 
fatigue and trouble by receiving you as counseL as it is impossibly 
any lawyer could be so thoroughly master of the subject, even if he 
made it his exclusive study for months together/' With this .flat- 
tering recommendation I repaired to the Attorney-General^ at his 
house, in New Street, Spring Gardens, and made him acquainted 
with Sir Samuel Romilly's sentiments, with wliich he expreso^ him- 
self quite satisfied, telling me that he would receive me accordingly, 
without requiring the attendance of any other professional person. 
There was a courtesy, and a liberality, in this concession, for which, 
as a stranger, I felt doubly grateful; besides, it was gaming anotlier 

2 N 2 



«78 WVESWOATIOW 

point of not im[ i oiU»tc e at the time, I 
e cakolatioii, some hmidred pound 
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Thus recogmsed, and provided with such enlarged powers, T 
waited upon the Attorney-General, on the appointed day, at his 
chambers, in Serjeant's Inn, Chancery Lane, accompanied by Mr. 
Towttsend, Windsor Herald. We had scarcely entered upon busi- 
ness, when we differed in opinion respecting the method to be' 
pursued. Sir Samuel Shepherd and Mr. Townsend were for com- 
mencing with George, the first Earl, created in 1529. To this I 
would not assent, and submitted the necessity of proving my cUent 8 
immediate descent in the first instance. My argument, to which Sir 
Samuel had ihe goodness to attend, was this, ** To commence with 
the first Earl appears to me an injudicious plan, inasmuch as, even 
supposing me to be so fortunate as to prove the extinction of sixty* 
eight out of the sixty-nine persons mentioned in the Genealogical 
Table before you, it might happen that I should not be able to 
satisfy you that my client is the son of the sixty-eighth individual so 
specified. In case of such failure, the preceding labour would be 
all lost ; besides, the inmiense expense, which I am aware must be 
incurred in showing, by original documents, the extinction of such 
a number of persons, and their male issue, any of whom, if in 
existence, would have a prior right, to the exclusion of my client. 
I therefore humbly trust you will permit me first to shew, as I have 
no doubt I can do, the lineal descent of the claimant from one of 
the Earls of Huntingdon, who lawfully inherited that title. By the 
estabtishment, at the outset, of this cardinal fact, I feel that I shall 
have a still stronger call on your attention, and I persuade myself 
I shall be able to follow it up with evidence of the extinction of 
every deriving smd intermediate branch, which, if surviving, could 

posiibty interfere wfth the succession of ?ny client." Th^ Attorney- 
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General expressed himself pleased with the propriety of these 
observations, and desired me to commence on my own plan accord* 
^S^y* ^^ now, therefore, proceeded to actual business, and, in a 
few hours, I satisfied his mind, that my client was the eldest sur^ 
viving lineal male descendant of Sir Edward Hastings, the fourth 
son of Francjs, second Earl of Huntingdon, thus establishing the 
first great point in my case. I had not, at this time, procured all 
the necessary registries entire, but Sir Samuel received as evidence 
the abstracts I had made, on my pledging myself to bring forward 
Hie originals at our next meeting. At the conclusion of this day's 
labours, he was pleased to observe, that it appeared to him, from 
the documents produced, admitting the abstracts of registries sup- 
plied by me to be genuine, that the claimant was the lineal 
descendant of Francis, the second EiarL ^' But, Mr. Bell,"' added 
Sir Samuel, *^ you must be aware that you have still a vast number 
of difficulties to overcome before you can satisfy me that I shall be 
justified in reporting in your client's favour. However, if he is 
right, I sincerely wish him success.'' This declaration, and the 
. results of the hearing generally, were rather encouraging, and 
tended, on the whole, notwithstanding the opposite and dispiriting 
tone which Mr. To\vnsend all along assumed, to keep up my 
spirits, and inspire me with confidence. That gentleman still 
totally rejected the idea, that the Attorney-General could be 
induced, from any force of evidence which I might be able to 
bring into the field, to report otherwise, than that the case was 
worthy the consideration of a Committee of Privileges. Through 
that ordeal, he persisted to maintain and to inculcate on my client's 
mind, we must necessarily pass at last, let the intermediate opera- 
tions proceed ever so prosperously. Indeed, in one instance, this 
old prophet had wrought Lor4 Ifuntingdon's mind intQ an abso^ 
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lute despair of success, representing his case as quite desper&te, 
and that the Attorney-General had expressed his belief that, for 
want of evidence, he should not be justified even in referring it to a 
Committee ; all which, in fact, amounted to this, that, in Mr. Towft'* 
send's judgment at that time, his Lordship had no claim. Such gratuit- 
ous opinions, however they might annoy, were so far from appalling 
me, that they only rendered me more assiduous and persevering; 
and Mr. Townsend* began to appear in my eyes a kind of evil 
•apparition, something as preposterous as a bird of bad omen, or 
one of the witches in Macbeth. From that time forward I studi^ 
ously shunned his company, except when necessity obliged me to 
meet him in the presence of the Attorney-General. 

About this period, I remember, my feelings were very much 
harassed by certain persons, choosing to style themselves my best 
friends, some of whom belaboured me with letters, begging me to 
telinquish a pursuit^ which could not end otherwise than in my ruin. 
Others had the politeness to wait on me with advice in the same 
style, pointing out tlie impossibilities, which 1 had the folly and 
presumption to believe I could overcome, and winding up the 
lecture by the obvious inference, that, unless I desisted in time, my 
fortunes would be utterly shipwrecked, and myself become an 
object of scorn and laughter for all my more prudent associates 
and acquaintances. Such were the distracting, but, no doubt, well- 
meant, admonitions, which I was daily doomed to read or hear; 
and all who visited me, in expressing their best wishes for my 
success, took especial care to add, with a sagacious and sceptical 

* Notwithstanding that I have ever entertained a most decided dislike to the late Mr. 
Townsend's lingering manner of doing business, which was better suited to the inys of 
Queen Elisabeth than to the present age, yet let me do his memory the juatice to declare 
chat I believe be was a man of considerable talent, conscientious in the discharge of his 
duty, and a worthy private character. 
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(iiake of the head, that it was, nevertheless, very doubtful. I 
ponfes3 I had not a temper sufficiently patient always to bear this 
Jtind of teasing discipline without feeling an inclination to retort, 
which I sometimes perhaps did in a strain much less equivocal than 
the provocation. Indeed, the only person who seemed to place, and 
who really did place, unhmited reliance on my word and exertions 
in the business, was the Countess of Huntingdon herself; and but 
for the support and confidence I derived from her, I know not 
whether I should have found energy enough to persevere. Nothing 
could alter her belief that I should succeed at last, though she was 
tormented by every kind soul of her acquaintance, expressing, for- 
sooth, their fears for my reason, and demanding what right she had 
to place such implicit reliance on the talents of so young and inex- 
perienced a man, with a thousand other insinuations of a similar 
nature, sufficient to shake the faith of a martyr. But all was in 
vain. " Let that young man alone,'* her liadyship would say, 
" and my life on it he will succeed." — The approbation of such 
an one outweighed the censure of a whole theatre of others, and 
compensated for the doubts infused into Lord Huntingdon's mind 
by Mr. Townsend, and the perplexing hints he was incessantly 
giving me of his uneasiness and impatience relative to the event. 
However, from the time I had discovered the wills of Theophilus 
and Ferdinando, Mr. Townsend*s ascendancy over his Lordship 
grew gradually less and less, till, at length, and about the present 
period of our progress, he became my convert, positively promising 
that his confidence in me should remain unshaken by any future 
trial, and that he would trust to Providence and my exertions for 

the rest. 

While these operations were going forward, I took occasion to 
call on ^Ir. Samuel Pryer, of Gray's Inn, a much-esteemed friend 
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of mine, to whose attentions I am greatly indebted, in consequence 
of having learned that he was in possession of a box, deposited wiA 
him for safe keeping, containing the armorial ensigns of the Earls 
of Huntingdon and Derby, which were presented by Francis,, the 
late Earl of Huntingdon, to Colonel George Hastings, father of the 
present Earl. At first, Mr. Pryer did not appear to have any 
recollection of the circumstance; but on questionings his clerk, we 
found there was a chest in his chambers answering my description, 
which I begged permission to examine. The chest was produced, 
and in a few minutes I drew forth these long-hidden relics of family 
greatness and antiquity, which proved to be the identical shield, on 
which were quartered the arms of Hastings, with those of Stanley, 
on occasion of the marriage, about the year I6OO, of Henry, the 
fifth Earl of Huntingdon, to Elizabeth, daughter of Ferdinando 
Stanley, Earl of Derby ; together with the crests of the respective 
families, all carved on oak, and painted in the appropriate colours 
of heraldry. These arms are the same referred to in the Attorney 
General's Report, as produced to him by me. They had remained 
in Mr. Fryer's custody, unnoticed and forgotten, for more than 
fourteen years ; and I have been informed, by the most respectable 
authority, that the Marquis of Hastings anxiously wished, and used 
his utmost endeavours, to obtain possession of them. But Lord 
Huntingdon was inexorable, and they have, therefore, at last, fallen 
into the hands of the legitimate owner. 

On the second day of my attendance (the 6th of April,) before 
the Attorney-General, he would not permit me to proceed till I had, 
according to my engagement, supplied the evidence so far as it was 
deficient the first day. This I came of course fully prepared to do, 
and did, to his entire satisfaction, by producing such original 
registries as were wanting at the former hearing, with the personftl 
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attendance of the clergymen of the several parishes, or their clerks. 
Here I must observe, that, in the course of my professional expe- 
rience, I never saw any man, in high official capacity, more tena- 
ciously, more conscientiously, watchful to detect any attempt at 
imposition than Sir Samuel appeared on this occasion, as well as 
throughout the whole investigation. • He examined the registries, 
&c. most minutely, with spectacles and magnifying glasses to assist 
his sight, and I had the satisfaction to perceive he considered all the 
documents, as afterwards stated in his Report, " genuine and free 
from suspicion." I was particularly anxious that he should find, 
and be convinced, that no circumstance could induce me to put in 
any document as evidence, to which the colour or shadow of sus- 
picion could by possibiHty be attached ; and, from the kind manner 
in which he ever after received me, I persuade myself he perceived 
and estimated this disposition on my part. Having fully supplied 
the deficiencies in the first day's evidence, I now proceeded to the 
consideration of the younger sons of Francis Lord Hastings, eldest 
son of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon. Sir George, the second 
of these sons, is stated, in Collinses Peerage, to have married Sey- 
mour, daughter of Sir Gilbert Prj^nne, of Chippenham, in Wilts; 
by whom, besides three daughters, he had issue four sons ; George, 
Charles, Ferdinaado, and Francis. Having discovered that Sir 
George had resided in the parish of St. Bartholomew the Great, I 
searched the Registry there, and found the entry of his burial in 
these words: *' July 14, 1641, Sir George Hastings was this day 
buried of the plague;'' and likewise that of his son Ferdinando. 
From the copy of an old funeral achievement, which formerly hung 
in St. Bartholomew's church, I was able to collect that Francis, the 
youngest son, died at Weybridge, Surrey, an infant, which fact was 
fully substantiated by the registry of that place, with which the der- 
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gyman had the goodness to attend. By the help of this achievement, 
I was further enabled, not, however, without much labour and 
perplexity in establishing the identity of the parties, to trace out 
and adduce satisfactory evidence of the total extinction, without 
male issue, of the four sons of Sir George Hastings. 

I next proceeded to show tlie extinction of the younger sons of 
George, the fourth Earl, and their issue male, any of whom, if 
found surviving, would interpose between my client and the title. 
On this particular portion of the family history, I felt it my duty to 
point out to Sir Samuel's notice an erroneous statement in CoUins's 
Peerage, concerning the Honourable Henry Hastings, of Wood- 
lands, the second of these sons, stated in that book to have had only 
two sons, whereas the Visitation of 1681-2, deposited in the College 
of Arms, proved that the said Henry had live sons, who left a 
numerous male issue. The Attorney-General having satisfied him- 
aelf that the Visitation alluded to was correct and genuine, required 
me to proceed, and I accordingly went into the proofs of the 
extinction of Henrj^ Hastings, of Woodlands, his eldest son, Sir 
George, and the three sons of the latter, George, Edward, and 
John, all of whose deaths, without issue male, I satisfactorily 
proved. I then went on to state, that I was not, at that moment, 
altogether prepared to prove the extinction of the remainder of this 
line, consisting of twenty other persons, but begged to be allowed 
to dispose of as many of tlie branches as my researches had been 
able to reach. Mr. Townsend combated this proposal, supporting 
his objection by quoting mj^ own arguments on a former occasion. 
He said he feared it was but too probable that I should not be able 
to adduce evidence of the total extinction cf the male issue of the 
Woodland line, and if not, entering upon any piu-t was only an idle 
waste of time, and fruitless labour. The Attorney-General, having 



OF THE CLAIM. 288 

assented to a similar objection urged by me the first day, could not 
overrule it; or perhaps he deemed it prudent not to expedite a 
case, which, from the outset, presented so much uncertainty. After 
some conversation on the. subject, he told me he would adjourn 
until the 27th of April then instant, and give me an opportunity, in 
the interim, to seek the evidence in question, requisite as it was, at 
this stage of our progress, and absolutely necessary to ultimate 
success. I was accordingly obliged to retire, and this circumstance 
afforded Mr. Townsend fresh occasion, which he industriously 
improved, to propagate his darling doubts, and undermine the 
confidence of my client. The Attorney-General himself, who, up 
to this period, had entertained a favourable opinion of our case, 
now looked upon it as little better than a farce, an " airy nothing,'' 
to which I never should be able to " give a local habitation and a 
name,'' as he since told me. To add to our disquietude, and swell 
the mass of uncertainty, Lord Sidmouth, who had hitherto addressed 
my noble client as a Peer, wrote to him he could not do so in future 
till his claim should be fully substantiated. I was worried on every 
side, and it required the patience of Job to manage all the parties 
concerned. The particular difficulty, in point of evidence, which at 
this period presented itself, was the want of proofs of the extinction 
of Ralph and George Hastings, described to be of Hinton, in 
Hampshire, two descendants of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands. I 
made a most fatiguing search in every place in London, where 
public records are kept, for acts done by these persons, but not a 
trace of them could be found. Not well knowing what to do, it 
occurred to me that it would be prudent to apply to the Mar- 
chioness of Hastings, then at Campden Hill, Kensington, requesting 
her to favour us with the use of the Pedigree of the Earls of Hun- 
tingdon, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl, and bequeathed in hi^ 
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will to every future successor to the title for the time being. I 
accordingly consulted with Lord Huntingdon, who concurred in the 
suggestion, and by my advice addressed the following letter to her 
Ladyship. 

'* Madam, " Montague Street, Montague Square, April IS, I81S. 

" Conceiving that your Ladyship has heard that I have claimed 
the title of Huntingdon, and am likely to succeed, I am induced to 
apply to you for some papers which are, I presume, at Donnington 
Park. Were the Marquis of Hastings at present in England, I feel 
confident he would not withhold them, and from the inclosed ex- 
tract, it appears, they are bequeathed to such person as may succeed 
to the title. May I therefore beg a favourable answer, and, with 
the sincerest respect, 

** Believe me, your Ladyship's 

" Most obedient humble servant, 

*' Huntingdon.'' 

{Copy of the paper inclosed.) 

" Theophilus, the seventh Earl of Huntingdon, by his will dated 
in 1698, and proved in 1701, expressly directs, that his cofonet and 
his robes of velvet and scarlet, and his pedigrees and seals, shall be 
and remain to him, who, for the time being, shall be Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, of his (the testator's) family.' 

" It is conceived that the pedigrees above mentioned would be of 
material use in support of the case of the present claimant; and 
there is reason to believe that they are now remaining at Castle 
Donnington. The claimant therefore takes the liberty of applying 
to the Marchioness of Hastings, the Lord Marquis being out of the 
kingdom, in the hope of obtaining from her Ladyship an order to 
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the officer who has the custody of these documents, to permit the 
claimant's Solicitor, or Mr. Townsend, Windsor Herald, to inspect 
the same, in order to ascertain whether and how far they are Hkely 
to contribute to that purpose/' 

To this application the Marchioness thought proper to write the 
annexed reply, which she sent to my client the following day by one 
of her servants. 



" Slfl, " Campden Hill, April IS, 1818. 

" I have the honour to acknowledge the letter, which you have 
written to me, respecting some family papers, robes, seals, &c. &c. 
belonging to the late Earl of Huntingdon. You inform me that 
you consider these articles must descend to the heir of that title, 
and in that light should be made over to you as having an undoubted 
right to those honours. You farther request me to give an order 
for the delivery of the aforesaid property in the absence of Lord 
Hastings. In answer to this, I must beg leave to say, that I have no 
right to do so, and assuredly wo dispositmi to trespass beyond my 
right in the transfer or alienation of any family documents or pro- 
perty, the destination of which I do not understand. Although I 
believe Lord Hastings has, at all times, given every facility in his 
power to the examination of any papers calculated to secure the 
interests of the rightful heir to the Huntingdon Peerage. I am next 
forced to the unpleasant necessity of saying that, in Oiy situation, 
(besides there being other claimants generally tending to render 
any title doubtful, there is, in this instance, one of the elder 
branches claiming, as the descendant of Hastings of the Woodlands) 
it is quite impossible for me to acknowledge even the best rights as 
C^/oJR until recognised by parliament. I therefore trust, Sir, that 
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these reasons will justify the trouble which I occasion you by so 
long an explanation. 

" And I have the honour to be, 

" Your most humble Servant, 

" F. Hastings and Moira, mine Loudon/' 

" To Francis Hans Hastings, Esq." 

This letter put an end to all our hopes in this quarter; but, as the 
Marchioness, either wilfully or otherwise, seemed to labour under 
some misconception of the meaning of Lord Huntingdon's letter, I 
thought some explanation due to her Ladyship's rank, if nothing to 
her friendship, and also to the principles of my client. On these 
grounds the following answer was returned : 

" Madam, «< April 16, isis. 

" Your Ladyship would not have been troubled with a second 
application from me, but that I perceive the object of my first has 
been misconstrued, owing, no doubt, to a want of clearness in my 
statement of it; and it is only for the purpose of explaining that 
object, that I once more take the liberty of addressing your Lady- 
ship, requesting the favour of your attention to the contents of the 
paper inclosed in my first letter, by which your Ladyship will per- 
ceive that, so far from requiring all or any of the articles therein 
mentioned to be made over to me, as having an undoubted right to 
them under the will of Earl Tlieophilus, my only suit to your Lady- 
ship was, that you would be pleased to give order to the officer, in 
whose custody the pedigrees of the family are remaining, to permit 
my Solicitor, or Mr. Townsend, Windsor Herald, to have an inspec- 
tion of those pedijs;rees, merely for the purpose of ascertaining whe- 
ther, and how far, they were likely to be of use in support of my cl^um. 
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" I feel it due to your Ladyship, as well as to myself, to oflfer this 
explanation. 

" And have the honour to be, 

" Your Ladyship's obedient servant, 

" Huntingdon/* 

Thus terminated the correspondence between the Marchioness of 
Hastings and my noble client, for this time. 

On the 17tli of this month, I received information, that a person 
of the name of Hastings, who, I understood, was a taylor, residing 
in Cheltenham, had employed a Solicitor to prepare a petition to 
the Prince Regent, claiming the Earldom for himself, as a de- 
scendant of that noble family. As this information reached me 
through a respectable channel, I deemed it prudent, notwithstanding 
the ludicrous and even burlesque cut of the thing, (for, I could 
not say with the poet, that " this was the most unkindest cut of all,") 
to write to the principal, and, if possible, ascertain the measures he 
had taken, as well as his ultimate views in such a suit. To this new 
aspirant, who would soar from cabbage to a coronet^ I therefore ad- 
dressed a letter, which I here insert, together with his answer, which 
id' certainly a fitting one, as the most fastidious will be inclined, on 
perusal, to allow. 

^^ Sir, <« London, AprU 22, 1818. 

" I have been this day informed that you have in your pos- 
session papers of some value relative to the family of Hastings, 
Earls of Huntingdon, and that you conceive yourself to be a de- 
scendant of that family. I am the person conducting the claim of 
the present Earl, and will be particularly obliged if you wiM infprm 
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me of what nature those papers are, or furnish me with copies of 
them, the expense of which I will cheerfully pay. Your compliance 
with this request can, in no wise, prejudice your interests, and may 
be of service to my friend. Should you have any well-founded pre- 
tensions, the publicity of such papers will, in my opinion, rather 
promote than injure them ; and if you have a superior claim, which 
I, at this moment, deem utterlj^ impossible, you may rely on being 
assisted, as it is resolved the title shall remain no longer in abeyance. 
After submitting this letter to your professional friend, may I entreat 
your answer. 

" And believe me. Sir, 

'^ Your obedient humble Servant, 

'' H- N. Bell," 

« To Mr. Hastings, Cheltenham/' 

" SiK, "April 25, 1818. 

" I am very much obliged by the honour of your communication 
of the 22d instant, and lose no time in returning you an answer. 
As to the family of Hastings, Earls of Huntingdon, I certainly con- 
sider myself a descendant, and, from circumstances, I have every 
reason to believe my relationship is of a near description. In short, 
until the law of the land shall have it otherwise, I shall never be 
induced to relinquish what I think is my right. My professional 
adviser is at present in London, where indeed he resides. If I have 
not the pleasure of seeing him within a fortnight, it will give me 
satisfaction to introduce him by letter to you. As to what docu- 
ments I have in my possession, I can have no objection whatever to 
your inspecting them ; for it is not your saying that your friend is 
the right heir, or my saying that I am, that will substantiate our 
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claim* in the opinion of the Peers of Parliament, unless supported 
by such evidence as will incontestably prove who is the Earl <jf 
Huntingdon. 
" I consider myself highly obliged by your polite letter; 

" And remain, 

" Your humble servant, 

" William Hastings. 

'* No. S38, Chdtenham." 

After this period, I never heard further from this humble, can- 
didate for nobility, who, nevertheless, could boast one distinction in 
common with the real claimant, they being both educated on boards 
The revival and agitation of any long-suspended claim to hereditary 
honours or property never fail^ in the uncertainty that envelopes it^ 
to bring out a number of false, and often ridiculous, competitors* 
The next who entered the lists was a poor fishmonger, of the namei 
who formerly resided in a garret in Chancery Lane. *' To what 
base uses we may come, Horatio/' Not, however, to enter into any 
tedious personal details, ^^suffice it to say, that, after considerable 
labour and distraction from my main object in tracing out his pe-» 
digree, I at length proved him, by his own documents, to be de- 
scended from a Hastings of another branch of that noble family, who 
flourished about two centuries before the time of Henry the Eighth^ 
in whose reign the first Earl was created, I was now tormented for 
a few days by a third candidate, but as he had only assumed th« 
surname of Hastings about five years before, the admission of which 
fact gave a quietus to his claim, I gladly consign him to '^ the tomb 
of all the Capulets/' For a climax of embarrassment and misery, a 
fourth counter-claimant about this time started up in the person of a 
Mr. George Hastings of KiUaloo, in Ireland, on whose behalf Messrs* 
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Evans and Bartram, Solicitors of the Marquis of Hastings, entered a 
caveat, stating that they had heard my client had sent in a petition to 
the Prince Regent, that his Royal Highness had referred the same to 
the Attorney-General, and praying that such petition might not be 
proceeded in until George Hastings, " the true and undoubted heir to • 
the title of Earl of Huntingdon '' could have time to produce evidence 
in support of his prior claim. The Attorney-General immediately 
sent me notice of this. It now therefore behoved me to be, more 
than ever attentive, anxious, and persevering, in order that I 
might be able to defeat the infamous plot thus laid for the ruin of 
my noble friend. Of ultimate success, notmthstanding the host of 
difficulties, which appeared to multiply as I advanced, I was not for 
a moment doubtful ; but as I feared that this proceeding of Evans 
and Bartram might send us, as I verily believe their object was, 
to a Committee of Privileges, the apprehension gave me great un- 
easiness. 

The moment I was informed of these operations, I waited on the 
Attorney-General, and stated to him my readiness and competency 
to disprove all the allegations contained in the caveat, and request- 
ing him to appoint an early day, and call on my antagonists to sub- 
stantiate their pretensions, or withdraw from the contest Sir Sa- 
muel replied, that it was his duty to give the new claimant a reason- 
able time to arrange and bring forward his evidence, and fixed upon 
that day month for hearing the confronted claims of the opposed 
candidates. During this interval I exerted myself to the utmost in 
procuring additional proofs of the total extinction, without issue 
male, of the ancestor from whom George Hastings, the pseudo- 
claimant, pretended to be derived, who afterwards stated himself to 
be the eldest lineal male descendant of John Hastings, the third son 
pf Sir George Hastings, jmd grandson of the Honourable Henry 
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Hastings, of Woodlands, second son of George, fourth Earl of Hun- 
tingdon. Previous to the putting in of the caveat on the part of the 
new candidate, I had proved, on the third day, the extinction with- 
out issue male of the said John, his pretended ancestor, by the fol- 
lowing strong body of evidence ; namely, by the Visitation of 1681-2, 
signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in which 
this John Hastings is stated to have died " sine Prole ; " by the 
pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, his grandfather, en- 
tered in the Visitations of that same year, where he is also stated 
to have died without issue; by two administrations deposited in 
Doctors* Commons, one granted in 1658 to his widow Elizabeth, and 
another granted afterwards to " Thomas Pechell, a principal creditor 
of both John and Elizabeth Hastings, late of Woodlands in the 
county of Dorset, deceased ; '' and lastly, by the will of Edward, the 
elder brother of the said John, proved in 1653, in which he be- 
queaths the family estate of Woodlands, then in his possession as 
eldest son, to his brother John and his issue male, and, in failure of 
such issue, to his right heirs for ever ; on which right heirs, as ap- 
peared by evidence, the estate did -in fact devolve, thereby still fur- 
ther confirming the failure of male issue. With these multiplied and 
corroborating testimonies, the Attorney-General seemed satisfied 
till the Petition of George Hastings was referred to his consideration. 
It naturally struck him as extraordinary and contradictory, after 
receiving the evidence which I have just detailed, that any claim, 
founded on such a basis, could be brought forward ; but, " to make 
assurance doubly sure,'* he required me to collect all further pos- 
sible proofs of the extinction without issue male of the John Hast- 
ings in question. In obedience to Sir Samuel's wish, a few days pre- 
vious to that fixed for the first hearing of my competitors, I left 
London for St. Giles's House, Winbume, the seat of the Earl of 
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Shaftesbury, into whose possession I understood the Woodland pro* 
perty had passed. On my arrival at this fine old mansion, I found 
the noble owner, to whose polite and friendly attentions I have 
heard my client more than once express himself highly indebted, was 
absent in London, but the Steward civilly afforded me every facility 
of information in his power. I was permitted to inspect such books 
in his Lordship's extensive library as I conceived might furnish 
hints useful to my purpose. After I had made some extracts from 
Dugdale, Hutchen's Dorsetshire, &c., and copied the icurious in*^ 
Bcription under the old portrait of Henry Hastings of Woodlands, 
which' I have inserted verbatim in the life of that personage, I left 
St. Giles's for Horton Church. To this place, which is in the imme^ 
diate vicinity of Woodlands, I travelled in a post-chaise, and wa^ 
in no small degree surprised to find the driver, at a certain part of 
our route, leaving the high road, and crossing through the open 
country for several miles, without any visible direction by which to 
regulate his progress. A few hours, passed in this " iioiseless tenor 
of our way,'' brought us to our destination. The clerk, who had the 
charge of the registry, was in the fields, but quickly obeyed my 
message requiring his attendance. On learning my business he 
accompanied me to tlie church, and produced his registries, which 
are a disgrace, not only to the parish, but to the diocese. In these 
mutilated records several leaves appeared to be missing, and in 
one of which I expected to find the entry of the burial of John 
Hastings, the person about whom I sought information. I a^ked 
this clerk a variety of questions bearing on my business. H^ 
told me that, some years ago, a Mr. Hastings, accompanied by a 
tall gentleman, whom irom his description I immediately recognised 
as a person styling himself Sir William Read, had inspected the 
registry of Horton. I wa^ net very weU satisfied at this piece of 
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intelligence, for reasons which now may as well pass unexplained. 
The clerk, who did not seem to think his presence nece&sary, was 
then moving off, and would have left me and the registry to take 
care of each other, if I had not pointed out the great impropriety of 
such negligent conduct on his part. This I took some pains to do, 
lecturing him severely, moreover, on the shameful state in which I 
found his old records, and strictly enjoining him never to leave, for a 
single moment, the parish registry in any visitor's custody, nor by 
any means to ever allow it to be removed out of his sight. He pro- 
mised to remember and obey my injunctions, and pointing out, 
which he did with great facility, the entries of all persons of the 
name of Hastings, showed me there was no entry of the burial of any 
person called John Hastings. I paid him the customary fees for 
the abstracts 1 had taken, and having copied the inscription on the 
monument of the Honourable Henry Hastings, erected in the Hast- 
ings' aisle of the church, and which is in excellent preservation, I pro- 
ceeded to llingwood, thence through Hinton to Christ Church in 
Hampshire, which last place 1 reached about eleven o'clock at night* 
As I had learned at Hinton (now the property of Sir George Tapps) 
that all the baptisms and deaths which occurred there were regis- 
tered at Christ Church, and as I was aware that Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands, possessed considerable property in the neighbourhood of 
this last town, as well as in the New Forest, I deemed it prudent to 
inspect the registry of the parish. After my arrival at the principal 
inn, I sent for the clerk, Mr. John Lockyer, and requested to see 
(iie parish register if it was in his custody. He replied, " that the 
night was dark and stormy, and that the records I required were un- 
fortunately locked up in an iron chest in the church, a building long 
noted for the nocturnal disturbances created there by certain Uo- 
eartUy visitants, who had never been at peace sini^ CromwilTB 
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soldiery stripped the ornaments from their tombs, and de&led die 
consecrated ground, and sacred walls/' I listened with more impa- 
tience than amusement or edification to this harangue, delivered 
with orthodox solemnity of look by the worthy clerk, who I must 
say, is one of the most attentive and civil of his species. Half 
dressed as he was, in consequence of my sudden summons, he cut 
rather a rueful figure on being told I must see the Register imme* 
diately, as it was necessary I should pass the New Forest before 
day-light. I begged he would step home for the keys of the church 
and a lanthom, and that, in the interim, I would order some dinner, 
not having tasted food since seven o'clock in the morning. This last 
hint was not lost on the landlord, who forthwith produced a roast 
fowl, which, with the accompaniment of a bacon rasher and some 
eggs, soon put my stomach in the best of good humour. Lockyer 
returned, provided with the keys and a lanthorn, just as I had 
finished, and having fortified his courage, and my own, with some 
half dozen bumpers of good old port, which seemed to tickle his 
fancy and improve his eloquence prodigiously, I grasped his arm 
with one hand, and brandishing an Irish blackthorn in the other, out 
we sallied, I believe much against the good fellow's inclination. On 
our way to the church-j-ard my guide gave me to understand that 
there were many of the name of Hastings buried in the aisle of the 
church, and that they had intermarried with the Tulses and Hinx- 
mans, two families once of great respectability in that neighbour- 
hood, but now, he believed, decayed or extinct. By this time we 
had arrived at the door of a private entrance, and the clerk having 
applied his keys, we proceeded through a narrow passage into the 
body of the church, which is a very spacious building. I followed 
my companion, involved in almost total obscurity, the dim and fit- 
ful illumination of the lanthom only serving to ^^ make darknesg 
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visible/' He went on to the iron chest, in which the registry was 
deposited, while I, provided with a second Ught, stopped at the spot 
appropriated to receive the remains of the Hastings family, where I 
took drawings of the several monuments, and copies of the inscrip- 
tions on them, which occupied me upwards of two hours. The 
clerk, in the interim, had succeeded in fishing out the entries I 
wanted, and now obligingly assisted my general search among the 
tomb-stones for such as might throw any collateral Ught upon the 
history I was endeavouring to trace. This tedious scrutiny finished, 
we took our leave of the dead, Lockyer marching in front, armed 
with the lanthom and registry, while I foUowed him with silent do- 
cility, and in this order we returned to the inn. In making the ex- 
tracts necessary for my purpose, I found that the early registries of 
this parish had been destroyed, as I was informed, by the late 
curate's wife, who made kettle-holders of them, and would most likely 
have consumed the whole parish archives in this homely way, but 
that the fortunate and timely interference of the present clelrk 
rescued what now remains from destruction. Mr. Lockyer informed 
me he had, some years before, at the desire of two strange visitors^ 
made searches in the registry of that parish for all entries relative 
to persons of the name of Hastings ; and here I again was able to 
trace with tolerable certainty the new claimant, and his coadjutor Sir 
William Read. Having at length obtained all I wanted, or at least 
all that was practicable to obtain, I set out about half past one 
o'clock in the morning for Winchester, where I hoped to find the 
wills of Ralph and George Hastings, formerly of Hinton in Hamp-< 
diire, two of the descendants of Henry of Woodlands, whose extinc-' 
tion, as before stated, I was unable to prove by legal documents^ 
I crossed the New Forest before day-break, arrived in Southampton 
a little before eight o'clock, just in time for a coach, which was to 
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pass through Winchester, secured a seat, and reached that town a 
few minutes before the Prerogative Office shut for the day. The 
officers, on learning my business, and the urgency of it, most kindly 
lent me their best assistance, and by the help of their exertions, I wai 
fortunate enough to find the two wills, so important to my case. 
After I had read them diligently, and taken notes of their contents, 
I gave orders for copies of them to be sent to me in London, and 
started, the same evening, for that city, which I reached about eleven 
o'clock at night, excessively fatigued, not having obtained a mci« 
ment's repose since I left it three days before. 

On the 27th of April, the day after my arrival, I attended tiie 
Attorney-^General at his Chambers, where I hoped to be confronted 
by Messrs. Evans and Bartram. In this hope^ however, I was dis- 
appointed. These gentlemen did not " meet me at Philippi/' 
though they had been served with the usual notice, nor had they 
politeness enough to send an apology for their non-^appearance. The 
Attorney-General, nevertheless, after waiting a considerable time, at 
length, with the most perfect sense of justice and propriety, com* 
I^ied with my request to be allowed to produce such further evidence 
as I then had ready, consisting chiefly of wills and administrations 
relative to the several descendants of Henry Hastings of Woodlands. 
On this day I brought forward the most perfect and complete evi^ 
dence of the deaths without issue either male or female, of Jolyi 
Hastings^ of Woodlands^ who, it will be recollected, was the pretended 
ancestor of the last claimant, George Hastings. The following 
morning Sir Samuel sent for me to say, that he had a conununicatidii 
from Evans and Bartram requesting further time to collect the 
proofs necessary to the establishment of their client's case, which 
they said they would be fully prepared to do in less than a montfal 
t« I have therefore/' added Sir Samuel, '' appointed the 19th of Mfty 
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for a hearing." On that day, accordingly, I attended ; but again my 
antagonists, apparently acting on the Fabian system, deemed it pru- 
dent to decline the combat. The Attorney-General then desired me 
to proceed for my client, as he now felt bound to conclude that 
there was no serious intention on the part of my opponents to prose- 
cute the claim set up, no counter-petition having been yet presented, 
and the agents choosing to absent themselves so unceremoniously. 
In my kind of Pilgrims Progress I had this day to encounter a dif- 
ficulty of no trifling magnitude, which gave me some degree of 
alarm, and which, in fact, must have proved fatal, had I not fortu- 
nately succeeded in removing it. I refer to tlie Letters Patent of 
Creation, the production of which, in their original form, or some 
enrolment of them, was absolutely necessary, in order to show limi- 
tation to the heirs male of the body of George, first Earl of Hunting- 
don. Notwithstanding that the Journals of the House of Lords, as 
well as various other records and legal documents, clearly proved 
the existence of ten Earls of Huntingdon, who enjoyed the tide in 
regular succession and by lineal descent, yet Sir Samuel gave me 
clearly to understand, that unless direct evidence of limitation to the 
heirs male were immediately adduced, it would be quite superfluous 
to proceed further. He sent to Lord Sidmouth, Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, for the Report of Sir Vicary Gibbs on 
the claim of the present Marquis of Hastings to the Baronies of 
Hungerford, &c. but, on examination, we found the noble Marquis's 
agents had produced to Sir Vicary only an inspeximus of the origi- 
nal patent, in which the limitations were not specified. Foiled in my 
hopes of assistance from this quarter, I searched the Rolls' Chapel, 
Privy Seal, and every other place where I thought there was a proba* ^ 
bility of discovering the document itself, or obtaining any hint that 
might guide me to it, but all in vain. At length it occurred to me, that 
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the patent I sought for might be inroUed in the Lord Treasurer Re- 
membrancer's Office of the Exchequer. Thither, therefore, I im- 
mediately went, and, having entreated that every attention should 
be paid to a search, on the success of which so much depended, I 
waited for at least six hours under the most painful apprehensions, 
as the officers gave me but slender hopes that I should there find the 
object of my solicitude. Providence, however, had ordered it other-i 
wise. Before seven o'clock in the evening the enrolment of the 
patent was discovered, and, the moment I had ordered an attested 
copy, I hastened to impart my success to the Attorney-General, who 
required my attendance the Monday following, on which day Messrs. 
Evans and Bartram had re-promised to wait on him without fail. 
During the interval I had time to look round me, and coUect a 
phalanx of evidence to discomfit the pretensions of the counterfeit 
claimant, George Hastings, and, thus armed, I panted with no smaU 
impatience for the day of trial. It came at last, ^^ the greats the im- 
portant day,'" and I attended with several proctors, and clerg3nnen 
with their parish registries, at Sir Samuel's house in New Street^ 
Spring Gardens. Sir Samuel politely waited an hour beyond the 
time appointed for the attendance of Evans and Bartram, and at 
length, after expressing his surprise and displeasiire at the extraor- 
dinary conduct of these gentlemen, who, as usual, neither appeared, 
nor sent any kind of apology, he desired me to enter upon business. 
1 now produced the enrolment of the Letters Patent ; and next pro- 
ceeded to show, by the following additional, and almost supereroga- 
tory evidence, the total extinction of John Hajstings of Woodlands, 
namely, by the will of John Roy, junior, (son of John Roy, senior, 
and Frances Hastings, otherwise Roy, his wife) who inherited, as 
appeared from that will, the estate of Woodlands under the wiU of his 
maternal uncle Edwaxd Hastings, on the death of his uncle John 
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Hastings without issue male or female, and which estate he after* 
wards devised to his father, who survived him, I further produced 
the will of John Roy, senior, the father, which proved, that, on the 
decease of his son John without issue, and by virtue of that son's 
will, he took possession of the Woodland estate, which he enjoyed 
during the term of his natural life, and which devolved, after his 
death, in failure of male issue, on his daughter Frances, then wife of 
Samuel Rolle, of Heanton in Devonshire. Mr. RoUe, on the death 
of his wife without surviving issue, became entitled, and sold the 
estate to Mr. Se3^our of the Hanaper Office, who, dying the 9th of 
January, I769, aged seventy-five years, bequeathed it to his nephew, 
Sir Henry Munro, Bart. Sir Henry, about the year 1785, sold the 
property to the late Earl of Shaftesbury, and it is now in the posses^ 
sion of the present representative of that noble family. Although 
the evidence by which I established these facts was conclusive, 
nevertheless, the door was still open to George Hastings, who would 
have had a patient and impartial hearing, if either himself or his 
agents had mustered hardihood enough to come forward. I next 
proceeded to show the extinction of the several remaining indivi^ 
duals of the Woodland line ; and at the close of this day's business^ 
I had got over almost all my difficulties in the way of evidence. 

Sir Samuel had an appointment to fulfil in another quarter at three 
o'clock in the afternoon of this day, and he had examined all the 
documents I then had ready, save one will, with which a Proctor 
from the country was in attendance, when the clock unluckily an- 
nounced the third hour, and his clerk reminded him of hit engage- 
ment. He started up at the intimation, and phimply refused to re- 
ceive or inspect another paper, expressing, at the same time, hk 
displeasure that I should detain him to the last moment. The Ptoc* 
tor, however, I foresaw, would be detained in London, probably for 
Jjk 2q2 
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some weeks, at my noble client's expense, if not then discharged, so 
I determined to set him afloat, and to effect this purpose, had re- 
course to tlie following venial, if not innocent stratagem. As Sir 
Samuel was hurrying out of the apartment, I ventured to catch his 
arm, and begged he would listen to me for half a moment. He 
stopped, but not without vast impatience of gesture^ while I, point- 
ing to the Proctor, who was a rusty bachelor, and who stood by 
holding the will alluded to in his hand, proceeded, with all the gra- 
vity and sympathy requisite for the occasion, to state, that that gen- 
tleman had performed a journey of upwards of one hundred and 
thirty miles without resting a moment, lest he should disappoint the 
parties, notwithstanding that he left his beloved wife and son at 
home, it was greatly to be feared, on their death-bed, ill of a most 
malignant distemper ; that his case was, indeed, a most pitiable one ; 
and that, under such circumstances of domestic distress, it would be 
more than charitable to dismiss, and worse than cruel to detain, him. 
After a short struggle, in which humanity speedily put etiquette hon 
de comhaty for his generous and kind heart would not allow him to 
delay the supposed unhappy man from his suffering family a moment 
beyond what was necessary, Sir Samuel resumed his seat, took his 
notes, made the necessary abstract from the original instrument, and 
discharged the worthy Proctor, who, however, would have bad no 
objection to remain in London a month on the conditions of his 
visit. Before Sir Samuel left the room he censured my stupidity for 
not appealing sooner in favour of the afflicted man, that he might 
have dispatched hb business in the early part of the day, and bene- 
volently apologized to the Proctor, who stammered out all sorts of 
disclaimers, endeavouring to make himself heard, but in vain. As 
soon as he had disappeared, my friend the Proctor, who stood all 
(he time in a paroxysm of amazement at my effrontery, recovering 
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his stunned faculties, demanded^ not exactly in the tone of gratitude 

or compliment, " What devil had induced me to tell the Attorney-^ 

General that he had a sick wife and child?'' "God be praised/"*' 

ejaculated he, in rather a more pious and self--complacent strain, 

" God be praised, I am a bachelor, and never knew the vexations of 

either the one or the other, much less the grievous calamities which 

you have chosen to saddle me with/' lliis exculpatory effusion ex- T 

cited the risibility of all present, who were highly diverted by the 

solemn manner in which our Benedict denied the sin of matrimony. 

The claim of Mr. George Hastings now became matter of mirth 
and ridicule, rather than solicitude or alarm ; and I endeavoured, 
more from a motive of curiosity, than through any fears I entertained 
of him or his agents, to procure some insight as to the precise 
grounds upon which he hoped to make a stand, if indeed he was so 
weak as to entertain any hopes on the subject. Through a particu*- 
lar channel of information I was able to learn, that he depended 
much, and chiefly, on two things ; first, that there were no admimr 
stration act books kept in the time of Oliver Cromwell ; and, 
secondly, on a tvillj alleged to have been made by John Hastings, of 
Woodlands, his pretended ancestor. This testamentary document^ 
a copy of which I have seen, in the hand-writing, as I was informed, 
of the claimant, is dated in 1662, four years after the real John 
Hastings was actually buried. Notwithstanding this unlucky blun-* 
der in chronology, it was very circumstantial in stating his re- 
sidence and pedigree, setting forth that he was then of Carrigolish, 
in the kingdom of Ireland, but late of Woodlands in the county of 
Dorset, and that he was fourth son of Sir George Hastings, eldest 
son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, &c. &c. It further stated that 
his beloved wife's name was Iwbellay another awkward and indi- 
g^tible oversight, as the wife of the real John Hastings was called 
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Elizabeth. With respect to the administrations also, it appears, the 
advisers of Mr. Hastings reckoned without their host. There was 
no calendar of administrations, it is true ; but they found, too soon, 
that the administration act books were forthcoming. In these books 
there were two entries relative to John Hastings, which proved 
that he died in Woodlands, in Dorset, in the year 1658, and not in 
the bogs of CarrigoUsh, in 1662. These trifling discrepancies were 
not easily reconciled by any ordinary process of law or justice ; 
and with every possible respect for the legal and logical ingenuity 
of my opponents, I am free to confess my suspicions, that it would 
have been a difficult task to convince the Attorney-General, that a 
man, who had been " quietly inumed,'' in Dorsetshire, in 1658, 
would " burst his cerements'' four years after, step over to Car- 
rigoUsh, a posthumous emigrant, on a broom-stick, I suppose, and 
fabricate a will, out of pure gratuitous kindness towards persons, 
who, during his life-time, he had never, in all likelihood, so much as 
heard of. Not having any children himself, perhaps the mystery 
may be explained by supposing, that he was anxious to adopt thosQ 
of others, which, it appears by the precious composition in question, 
he did by wholesale, having seized an entire lot of them at once to 
provide against contingencies. 

The Attorney-General now appointed the 29th of May for a 
final hearing, and ordered Messrs. Evans and Bartram to be no- 
ticed to that effect. When the day arrived, they were absent as 
usual, &nd I was allowed to go on with the evidence auxiliary to 
my noble client's claim, which then might have been considered 
virtually established. I this day produced, for the first time, that 
invaluable letter written by the late Countess Dowager of Moira, 
mother of the present Marquis of Hastings, to her kinsman, Arch<- 
deacon Hastings, of Newtonbutler, in Ireland, together with tb^ 
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accompanying affidavit of the Reverend Anthony Hastings, proving 
the letter to be genuine. The following are accurate copies of 
both : 

<< April 18, 1803, Castle Forbes, Longford. 

" I take, Sir, an early opportunity to acknowledge the favour of 
your letter, and to answer these particulars it contains for your 
information as you have therein desired ; but, first, let me mention, 
that I regret it is so long since I had the pleasure of seeing you, 
being always happy to see any of my relations, and retaining for 
my excellent friend and kinsman, the late Archdeacon Hastings, the 
most attached friendship and cordial remembrance. 

** As to the branch of your family, long since, and before there 
was the most distant prospect of my becoming the representative of 
the family, I had discoursed upon that subject, as to the time at 
which his ancestors settled in this kingdom, with a Mr. John Hast- 
ings, (your imcle I believe,) who promised me some memorandums. 
But he died of a fever, and the Archdeacon, his brother, said the 
memorandums he was preparing were lost 

^^ I recollect he told me that the first of his fistmily who came over 
was in the reign of King James the First, and was a Bishop, but I 
have never been able to discover in what diocese; and he might 
have been appointed, and yet not live to take possession of that 
appointment. . That he came over to Ireland I thus account for: 
Lady Dorothy Hastings married Sir Richard Devereux, who died 
in the life-time of his father, then styled Lord Ferrars, of Chertley, 
and whose eldest son, by that lady, was Walter Devereux, first Earl 
of Essex, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, who died (as it was supposed, 
poisoned,) in that station. Francis Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon,*^ 

• Second EarL 
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brother to Lady Dorothy, had several sons, of whom Henry suc- 
ceeded him, and died without issue ; then George, who continued 
the line of Earls till my late brother's day. Edward* was the third 
son, and he married Barbara Devereux, his cousin, daughter of 
a younger son of Lady Dorothy Hastings, and Sir Richard Deve- 
reux. Edward left a numerous issue, and thus — during the power of 
the favourite Earl of Essex, or during that of Blount, Lord Mount- 
joy, Earl of Devonshire, who was married to Lady Penelope 
Devereux, sister to that Earl of Essex, and the divorced wife of 
Lord Rich, afterwards Earl of Warwick, of that name — that the 
near relations of the Devereux family should be brought over to 
Ireland, and induced to settle therein, is most probable. My friend 
the Archdeacon told me, that an uncle of his was stationed in some 
Government in the East Indies ; and there is now in the family a 
writing box of cedar, inlaid with ivory and ebony, with the family 
arms, which was sent over to my aunt. Lady Elizabeth Hastings, in 
the beginning of the last century, from such a person ; and I was 
once in company (ftill fifty years ago) with a person, who mentioned 
having been at the place where he was stationed to govern; and 
though he had been long dead, his memory there still remained 
idolized for worth, humanity, and every virtue a mortal could 
possess. 

'^ My grandfather, Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, raised a 
regiment, and made his then nearest relation the LieutenantrColonel 
of it. This person behaved with the greatest baseness and trea- 
chery towards his benefactor. My grandfather had kept faithixil to 
his sovereign, King James, who, when his Queen was on the point 
ot being brought to bed of her last child at St. Germain's, wrote 

* Ancestor of the present EarL 
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letters to several of the first people in England to come over to 
France and attend the birth of the child, to disprove the currently 
propagated lie of the warming-pan story .* Lord Huntingdon, upon 
receiving his letter, sent it, as soon as the then dilatory posts 
allowed, up to court, not displeased at such a contradictory proof 
of their assertions- But the letter had been opened in the post- 
fflice ; and Lieutenant-Colonel Hastings proffered to go down and 
arrest him ; as, in a country where my grandfather was much 

beloved, and one where the people were much attached to King 

■ 

James, it might occasion insurrection. This he performed with an 
insolence equal to his secret perfidy, and carried oflF his prisoner to 
the Tower of London. He was requited with the regiment my 
grandfather had raised; but all the ofiScers, except one Ensign, threw 
up their commissions, for they consisted of friends, or relations. In 
a very short space, however, afterwards, this Colonel Hastings was 
broke, by a vote of the Plouse of Commons, for peculation and 
malversation in the conduct of that regiment. He had married a 
daughter of Coote, Lord Colooney, and hid himself in Ireland^ 
supported there by party spirit, which ever sanctifies all actions that 

* The following curious affidavit of Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, has 
reference to the story to which her Ladyship here alludes : 

<< Upon Trinity Sunday, the 10th of June, 1688, 1 went to St. James's House about 
nine o'clock in the morning, and followed my Lord Chancellor through the lodgings to 
the dressing-room, next to the Queen's bed-chamber, where divers Lords of the Council 
were met upon occasion of the Queen's being in labour. The King came several times into 
the room, and amongst other things was pleased to tell us, ^^ Thai the Queen came exactly 
according to her first reckoningj^ which was from the King's return from his progress to 
Bath in September, 1687* After this, the Counsellors were ordered to come into the 
bed-chamber, and as I stood on that side of the bed that had the curtains drawn open, I 
heard her Majesty cry out several Umes. I staid in the room during the birth of the Prince 
of Wales. I saw him carried into the little bed-chamber, whither the King, the Lords, 
and myself, in particular, did follow him. 

" Huntingdon." 

2 H 



80d INVESTIGATION 

its partisans perform. He had one daughter who ran away with the 
Ensign who had approved of her father's conduct, and whose name 
was also Hastings, and from that marriage the Hastings in the 
county of Limerick are descended. 

" A gentleman,* who holds a living on my son's estate, is most 
undoubtedly the next heir to the Earldom; he was educated for the 
church by Mr. Wheeler, who was son to the famous traveller. Sit 
George Wheeler, and married to one of my aunts. This person, 
my father's godson, and even older than I am, never married. His 
brother was educated with a younger brother of mine, and then 
went from serving in a marching regiment into the guards, and, 
though obliged, in consequence of ill-health, to sell out of the army 
himself, he has several sons in the army and navy. The claims of 
this branch were acknowledged by my father and all my family, 
and the proofs were delivered to my late brother, Francis, last Earl 
bf Huntingdon. But they are not able to bring forward any claim, 
itnd I am in no way able to assist them, though convinced of their 
just ri^t. They are the descendants, it is said, of Edward Hast* 
ings and Barbara Devereux ; but I never saw the statement of their 
claim. My aunt. Lady Anne Hastings, however told me, she had 
given the proofs to my deceased brother, and my father always 
assented to their having the claim of presumptive heirs. There were 
a Francis and a Walter Hastings, two younger sons, who both left 
numerous issue; they were the younger brothers of Edward Hast- 
ings. The descendants of Walter I was well acquainted with. ITie 
grandfather of the line of that race was first Captain in my grand* 
father's regiment, and was one of those, who threw up their com-* 
missions sooner than serve under the man who had behaved to his 

* The Reverend Tbeophilus Hastings, uncle to the present Earl of Huntingdon. 
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relation and benefactor as the Lieutenant-Colonel had done. He 
lived with my grandfather till the time of his death. His wife (a 
woman of very good family, who was related to my grandmother, 
and was her companion,) had married him for love, and being a 
woman of an independent spirit, after my grandfather's death, 
wanted her husband to go into business. As he would not consent 
to this, she undertook that task herself, and thereby brought up and 
educated a large family. Her eldest son she put into the army; 
another in the law ; and others into trade ; all behaving respectably^ 
and succeeding in their different pursuits, except one dying at an 
early period. The son of her eldest son pretended to the heirship, 
and, getting amongst the Methodists, and supposing that my mo- 
ther, the late Lady Huntingdon, would support him on that account, 
he attempted to set up a claim to the title. I haye seen a small 
Methodist Work, entitled, * The Godly End, and Dying Words, of 
George Lord Hastings.' Some of his family appUed to me to 
support this claim by my evidence. I informed them I wished well 
to that branch, more so than to that of the true claimants ; but my 
information would go to show, that they could not have any manner 
of right, till it was first proved, that all the descendants of Edward 
Hastings, and Francis Hastings, fourth and fifth sons of Francis, 
second Earl of Huntingdon, were extinct; the eldest son, named 
William, supposed to have died young. 

^^ Writing from that lassitude which advanced life dways pro« 
duces, and from the additional impediment of being subject to a 
complaint in my eyes, must stand as an excuse for my pen being so 
incapable, as it appears to be in these lines, to deliver the memo- 
randums I have committed to paper. Since I have become the 
representative of that ancient race, from which I descend, I have 
engaged myself in researches respecting it, founded upon the tra- 
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ditional knowledge I before possessed. The original arms of the 
family were a Field, Or, Maunch, Gules. In the reign of Henry 
the Fourth, in consequence, as they thought, of an unjust decision 
in the Earl Marshal's Court, refusing to bear the mark of a degree 
of inferiority assigned to them, they emblazoned their arms, but 
tenaciously retained the colours of them in their liveries, till my 
father's days, and preserved the history of their reasons for doing 
so. I give no liveries that I may not appear to relinquish them, the 
liveries being anciently always the blazon of the arms. As thirty 
years are allowed, one with another, for the courses of descent, the 
already mentioned Governor Hastings (I tliink his name was Tho- 
mas) might be grandson to Edward Hastings and Barbara Deve- 
reux, and consequently great grandson to Francis, Earl of Hun* 
tingdon. 

" In the line of Edward Hastings, the claim to the title, without- 
doubt, now rests ; and I have not a doubt, from all that I have 
heard affirmed by my father and aunts, that the clergyman, Mr* 
Theophilus Hastings, is the heir to the title, and, after him, his 
brother, and that brother s children are presumptive heirs. By this 
time, having wearied you with a tedious detail, I shall only express 
my hopes of the pleasure of seeing you when you may chance to 
come to Dublin, and when I return to my residence there. But at 
my age, and the hereditary disposition to sudden dissolution, I 
esteem the tenure of my existence of a very precarious nature. I 
request my best remembrances to your daughter, whom I have the 
pleasure of being acquainted with, and my compliments to Mrs. 
Hastings, and the rest of your family : 
" And remain. Sir, 

*^ Your faithful humble servant, and kinswoman, 

" E. MoiEA, Hastings, &c. &c.'' 
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{The Affidadt.) 
** County of\ Anthony Hastings, Rector of Kilmacrenan, in said 

Donegal, i county, came this day before me, one of his Majestjr^g 
Justices of the Peace for said county^ and made oath on the Holy 
£vangelists, that the above letter was written by the late Countess 
of Moira to his father, the present Dean Hastings, of Newtown- 
butler, in the county of Fermanagh. 

^^ Sworn before me this 28th of November, 1817. 

'* John Cochrane 
" Anthony H^stinos/' - 



The Attomey-General perused this valuable morceau with great 
attention ; and having previously seen all the evidence which was to 
support my noble client's claim, he was now, perh£^>8, still more 
strongly confirmed in the conviction that our cause was just. He 
took abstracts from it, and then returned it to me, observing, that it 
was a production which did great credit to the old lady's memory. 
I this day also produced the old family arms, carved on oak, before 
alluded to, as having lain so long in Mn Fryer's possession, toge^ 
ther with a proper affidavit, stating by whom, and for idiat reason^ 
(hey had been confided to that gentleman's care. This venerable 
relic of ^^ hoar antiquity," seemed to speak with the vpice of de- 
parted days, and to add its dumb but eloquent appeal, Uke a spirit 
risen from the grave, in confirmation of the justice of our cause : 
however we needed no ghost from the tomb to tell us that. I next, 
and finally, put in several affidavits, explanatory of the general tra^ 
ditionary repute of that part of the country, of which ^ my it^ientTs 
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family were natives, and the common consent of public opinion, 
always considering them as rightful heirs to the succession. Having 
thus, at length, come to a conclusion, I now informed the Attorney- 
General, that I had no further proofs to produce, and that I relied 
on the mass of evidence already before him as abundantly sufficient 
to establish the claim of my noble client. Sir Samuel hereujK>n 
observed to the several persons then in attendance, that he felt it 
an act of justice to Mr. Bell to declare, he had never known a 
case conducted with more zeal, integrity, and ability, and that he 
was satisfied, the same diligence and talent which had succeeded in 
surmounting the difficulties that had to be contended with in the 
prosecution of that claim, would enable him to draw a correct and 
connected statement of the evidence adduced. Sir Samuel then with- 
drew, having first desired me to attend him the following morning 
at his house, in order that he might talk to me further on the 
subject. 

The moment he made his exit, Mr. Townsend, who was among 
the persons present, observed, in his usual strain, that, notwith- 
standing he must allow my success was so far complete, yet the At- 
torney-General had by no means said, that he would report smack 
for my noble client. On the contrary, he was certain. Sir Samuel 
would not be induced, under any circumstances, to take such vast 
responsibility on his head. To this incorrigible croaker I replied 
somewhat in the temper of Hotspur, " pestered with a popinjay," 
affirming, that I believed the Attorney-General to be an honest 
man, and that if he sent us to the House of Lords without suffi- 
cient cause, he would not be entitled to that most honourable of 
all appellations, ^^ the noblest work of God.'' I then, in a very 
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laconic but emphatic way, expressed my positive determination to 
put the whole of the papers, connected with the business, into .the 
fire, before I would submit to be transferred over to the Committee 
of Privileges for a decision. 

Next day, agreeable to his request, I waited on the Attorney- 
General, who began by questioning me as to my capacity for 
drawing a draft of the Report, as far as related to the statement of 
the evidence, and whether I was disposed to undertake that duty. 
I replied, that the matter did indeed seem rather difficult, so far 
as regarded the proper arrangement and clear application of each 
particular branch of the proofs which had been adduced, but that, 
my best and most diligent endeavours should be exerted to accom- 
plish the task, and justify the highly flattering confidence with which 
he was pleased to honour me. ^^ Possibly ,'' said Sir Samuel, as we 
parted, ^^ you will be able to accomplish this business in three 
months ; if you do, I shall be satisfied, for I could not, and attend 
to my other avocations, official and professional^ finish it perhaps, 
in less than a year." I now retired in triumph, with at least the 
materials of victory, and hastening to Lord Huntingdon, made 
him acquainted with the prosperous train of our affairs. As I had 
not enjoyed scarce even a momentary respite from labour since 
the August preceding, a space of nearly nine months, I allowed 
myself at this juncture the relaxation of a few holidays, after which 
I again girt up my loins, and sat down to the prosecution of miy 
remaining duty in good earnest. 

I began the draft on the 4th of June, and was getting smoothly 
on, thinking, ** good easy man, full surely my greatness was a 
ripening,'* when, on the 6th, I was interrupted by the unwelcome 
intelligence, that George Hastings, the counter-claimant, had at 
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last sent in his petition, so long hatcbing, to the Prince Regent, irho 
immediately referred it to the Attorney-General. Sir Samuel ap^ 
prized me, without loss of time, of this matnceuvre of the enemy, 
and, when I waited on him, expressed his determination to grant my 
competitors a hearing, of which they were duly noticed forthwith. 
Several successive days were appointed for their attendance, bat no 
Evans and Bartram appeared. ^^ Another came, and yet another stilly 
nor at New Street, nor Chancery Lane, were they." In the interim, 
I proceeded at intervals, to arrange and combine my materials, and 
in less than three weeks completed a regular digest of the evidence. 
This expedition, effected by consuming the midnight oil, and sacri- 
ficing the ordinary hours of repose, not a little surprised Sir Samuel, 
who, however, as my opponents still abused his patience and justice 
with plausible tales of their intention and competency to prove every 
^ling in favour of their client, thought it better to defer reading the 
draft till they had either come forward, or formally declined the 
contest. Thus, the mondi of June, and part of July, were suffered 
to glide away. The parliament, in the mean time, was dissolved, 
and my noble client's accession to his seat in the House of Peers 
thrown back for anotiier session. It was then the policy of the advisers 
of Mr. Hastings became obvious to us. At that time about twenty-nine 
yesrs had elapsed since the death of the late Earl, and their object 
98 we believed was, by making this diversion, to prolong the period of 
abeyance to thirty years, as in that case certain statutes would have 
full operation. They dreaded the consequences of our success, no 
doubt, for very sjubstantial reasons, although, I believe they had no 
definite idea of the danger; but to ruin my client -by protracted 
Htigation seemed to be tiie iriimediate object, whateveif remote and 
contingent views ihep might have contemplated. ' The reault^ how-^ 
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ever» thank God, has deeply disappointed them and their abettors, if 
any they had. 

At this period the Attorney- General being about to retire for some 
short time to the country, notified his intention to Evans and Bar- 
tram, and that he would not remain in town to be trifled with 
any longer. Again they promised to attend him at an early day, 
and again disappointed him. Sir Samuel's patience being at last 
fairly worn out, he left London ; and not more than a day or two 
after his departure, Mr. George Hastings, the claimant, in proprid 
persondj accompanied by his brother-in-law, the soi-disant Sir Wil- 
liam Read, arrived from Ireland. On his arrival, Mr. Hastings 
conferred with his professional agents, and consulted eminent Coun- 
sel, as to the real grouilds of the claim set up for him, and in which 
he himself appeared to be but a mere passive instrument. He had 
then an opportunity of seeing with his own eyes the true posture 
and drift of affairs; and, having satisfied himself that he had no 
manner of chance to success, because he had no shadow of right, he 
waited on me, and, like an honest, sensible man, declared his un- 
willingness, so far as he was personally implicated, to give further 
trouble to me or my client, producing at the same time a formal 
notice to that effect, with a letter in a correspondent tone, both of 
which, he said, he intended to address to the Attorney-General. The 
following are copies of these two documents : 



^^ Sir, «< London, 17th August, 1818. 

'^ I arrived here on the first of this month, and, unfortunately for 
me, found you had left town a few days preceding. I sincerelyi 
hope I have not been the cause of detaining you in London beyond 
the time you intended to remain. As to my claim to the Barldpm 
of Huntingdon, I have laid my case, and the documents I had tq 
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support it, before my Counsel, and, as ^dtey were not entirely satisfied, 
I think it more prudent for me to return home, than to remain in 
London to prosecute an object which might not eventually prove 
successfid. I am the more influenced to act thus, as I am an old 
man, asui childless. Requesting you will pardon any unnecessary 
trouble I may have given, I shall take my leave, and beg that 
my petition may be no longer an obstacle in the way of Hang 
Frauds Hastings, or any other person claiming the Earldom of 
Huntingdon. 

** I have the honour to be, 

^^ Your most obedient and humble servant, 

" George Hastings. 

'< To the Attorney-General, « 
16, New SVg^ Spring Gardens*'' 

f 

{Notice.) 
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" Earldom OsE Huntingdon. 
" Sir, 

" Take notice that I withdraw the caveat entered by Messrs. 

Evans and Bartram, my solicitors, and my petition, in my claim to 

the above Peerage; and that I no longer authorize Messrs. Evans 

and Bartram, or any oCber person or persons, to proceed for me, or 

in my name, in claiming the aforesaid Earldom. London, 17th 

August, 1818. 

" George Hastings, of KUlaloo, 

County of Clare, Ireland, the Petitioner/' 

<< To Hb Majesty's Attorney-General, 
Sergeants' Inn, Chancery Lane." 

Before I dismiss the claim of Mr. George Hastings, I conceive 
mvself called on« in iustice to his character and to my own feelings. 
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to state my belief, that he w{i8, all along, made the dupe and tool <tf 
a party, to whose views he was induced to lend himself, under the 
influence of hopes and promises of the most chimerical nature. 
From the conversations I had with him, I am satisfied he never enter* 
tained a serious idea of success as to the title, whatever other ad- 
vantages he might have been taught to anticipate. His claim, how* 
ever unfounded, was, I find, agitated, and attempted to be 
established, once before, namely, in the year 1813. On that occa* 
sion, I have been told, the Marquis of Hastings, and Lady Qmrlotte 
Rawdon, lent him their assistance, with what views, or under what 
influence, knowing what they must have known, is a problem which 
time may solve. Mr. Hastings stated to me, how truly I know not, 
that her Ladyship gave him abstracts of deeds, a copy, or what pur* 
ports to be a copy, of one of which I have in my possession ; but J 
am free to say I entertain strong suspicions it was about as genuine an 
instrument as the ingenious posthumous will of John Hastings for- 
merly alluded to. However, I am yet only permitted to glance at 
these matters ; and I must not allow myself to forget, while doing 
him justice, that there is also some delicacy due to the feelings of 
others. 

Mr. Hastings's retreat was so abrupt and uncerenMmious, that, as I 
have since been assiu*ed, it was without the knowledge even of his 
own agents, who only heard it through the medium of the Courier. 
This journal mentioned the circumstance of his departure from Lon-» 
don, and the formal relinquishment of his pretensions as tantamount 
to the legal substantiation of my noble client's claim. Shortly after, 
there appeared in the Morning Chronicle^ the following shifting and 
flimsy paragraph, apparently intended to draw us into a paper war, 
which, however, we felt it due to our dignity to decline. The doubts 
and prejudices sought to be excited in this composition, notwith* 
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standing the tacit but reluctant admission of our right to the tifle im- 
ptied in it, as well as the injurious act in which the writer at last 
finds refuge and consolation, sufficiently indicate the quarter whence 
it emanated. 

" Earldom of Huntingdon. — In answer to a paragraph, which 
has appeared in the Courier of the 9th instant, a correspondent r^ 
marks, that, although the noble party's friends assert his hereditary 
claim to be now legally substantiated, no claim to a peerage can be 
deemed so, until it has received the sanction of the House of Lords, 
which in this case was not done previous to the closing of the last 
Session of Parliament. Therefore his Lordship's claim cannot as 
yet be called substantiated. It is further to be remarked that, until 
such a claim comes before the House of Peers, all contradiction is 
superfluous. There are many branches of that ancient house, which 
must be proved extinct before the present case can be established, 
and the noble claimant may find more difficulty than he is aware of 
to prove their extinction. It is not to be presumed that the House 
of Peers will not investigate that point accurately, or that . they will 
lightly sanction any claim while a prior one may exist. They will, 
most probably, from the high and honourable line they take in all 
business which comes before them, be first satisfied, that their deci- 
sion can injure no one.* The ablest Counsel can only advise on 
the points laid before them ; and it has often occurred, that the ex- 
tinction of branches has been more difficult to prove, than the suc- 
cession of those which survive. But whatever may become of the 
title, we are confidently informed, that none of the Leicestershire 
property will be taken from the present possessors, the late Eari of 

* This, no doubt, is all very fine in the way of compliment and theory ; but the implied 
principle, strictly acted upon, would, I humbly apprehend, prove very embarrassing in ju- 
dicial practice, as no court could ever come to any decision at all, on any case, if they mint 
wait to satisfy their consciences that such decision could injure no one. 
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Huntingdon having suffered a fine and recovery as far back as the 
year 1753, and left his estates to his nephew, the present Marquis 
of Hastings." 

Another paragraph, equally silly and malicious, which appeared in 
a Dublin newspaper on the same occasion, I will add, merely to 
show the vivacious enmity, and blundering incredulity or misrepre- 
sentation, which we had to encounter from concealed enemies both 
in Ireland and England. 

" Earldom of Huntingdon. In reply to a paragraph published 
in the Courier^ we are authorized to state, that the return of Mr. Hast- 
ings to the county of Clare did not arise from his having withdrawn 
his claims to the above ancient and illustrious title, but that his return 
in company with his friend, the Reverend Sir William Read, Bart, 
who accompanied him to London, was in consequence of the Attor- 
ney-General, before whom it was necessary to commence the usual 
proceedings, having been in Paris ; and not being expected for some 
time, the return of Mr. Hastings became essential to his private con- 
cerns in this country. Notwithstanding the early proceedings stated 
in the Courier^ as taken by Hans Francis Hastings, to ennoble himself 
and his infant * Robin Hood,' the right of Mr. Hastings, of Clare, to 
the Earldom, will be so clearly defined next session of parliament, as to 
relieve his noble competitor from the novel incumbrance he aspires to.'' 

Towards the expiration of September, the Attorney-General re- 
turned from his rural excursion ; and, on the 30th of that month, I 
wrote to him, stating that I was prepared, and anxiously wished to 
be permitted, to lay the draft of the Report before him, to the con- 
sideration of which, nothing now presented an impediment, Mr. 
George Hastings having left us in peaceable possession of the field. 
To this I received a polite reply expressing compliance, and, in a 
day or two after, we began to compare the draft with his notes, 
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reading both carefully together. Before many days, the necessary 
corrections were made, and the revision completed. I then pro- 
duced a fair copy, to which he added the two concluding clauses in 
his own hand-writing, and signed, giving it to me for my own private 
use, and for the satisfaction of my noble client. On the 29th of 
October, I waited upon Sir Samuel with the Report in a perfect and 
appropriate form, 

*^ Fit for the just and generous son 
Of Royalty to look upon." 

After duly examining and comparing it, according to his usual 
habits of official exactness, he gave it the sanction of his signature, and, 
on the same day, sent it in to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
through the Secretary of State for the Home Department. The fol- 
lowing is an accurate copy of the Report, which will exhibit, in a 
more detailed and regular way than I could otherwise introduce in a 
narrative of this description, the multifarious mass of evidence col* 
lected and adduced on the occasion : 

REPORT. 

to 

To his Royal Highness George Prince Regent, acting for and on behalf of bis 

Majesty. 

May it please your Royal Highness, 

In obedience to your Royal Highness's commands, signified to me the twenty-second 
day of January last by the Viscount Sidmouth, one of his Majesty's principal Secretaries 
of State, referring to me the consideration of the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, Esq. 
claiming the Earldom of Huntingdon, and praying that your Royal Highness will be 
graciously pleased to grant him a Writ of Summons as a Peer to Parliament in respect to 
the same, 

I have considered his petition, and have been attended by his Solicitor, and by Francis 
Townsend, Esq. Windsor Herald, and I have received evidence in support of the allega- 
tions therein contained* 

Before I proceed to state the substance of this petition, and the evidence prodnced to 
me in support of this claim, it is necessary I should state, after I had been attended 
several times by the Solicitor of the said Hans Francis Hastings, and had heard part of 
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tbe evidence in support of hit claiin, that a petition on behalf of George Hastingi^ of Kll- 
laloo, in the county of Clare, in the kingdom of Irdand, Esq. claiming to be entitled to 
the titles^ honours, and dignities, of Earl of Huntingdon, presented by Messrs. Evans and 
Bartram, as solicitors and agents of the said George Hastings, praying that no further 
proceedings on the petition of the said Hans Francis Hastings might take place, until the 
said George Hastings should be able to sign and present his petition, asserting his claim, 
and that he should be allowed to adduce his proofs in support thereof, in order that the 
conflicting claims to the said honours and dignities night be considered together, was on 
the 6th of June, transmitted to me for my consideration, by the Viscount Sklmouth. This 
petition, however, has been since withdrawn by Mr. George Hastings, who, oo the 1 7th of 
August, served me with a notice^ of which the foUowing is a copy :«-« 

" Earldom of Huntingdon. 

'^ Take notice, that I withdraw the caveat entered by Messrs. Evans and Bartranij 
my solicitors, and my petition in my claim to the above Pieerage, and that I no longer 
authorize Messrs. Evans and Bertram, or any other person or persons, to proceed for me, 
or in my name^ in claiming the above Earldom. London, 17th August, 1818. 

** George Hastings, of Killaloo, County of Gare, 
^ Ireland, tbe Petitioner." 
^< To his Majest/s Attomejf^General^ 
Sergeants* Inn, Chancery Lane.** 

I will therefore now proceed to state the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, and the 
evidence adduced in support of tbe same. 

The Earldom of Huntingdon, claimed by the petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, is 
stated to have been created by certain Letters Patent under the Great Seal of England, 
dated 8th day of December, in the twenty-first year of King Henry VIIL advancing 
George, who appears by the enrolment of the Letters Patent, to have formerly been 
George Lord Hastings, to the dignity of an Earl, by creating him Earl of Huntingdon^ 
with limitation to the heirs male of his body ; and the petition states, that under such Le^ 
levs Patent, the petitioner is entided to said Earidom, as the surviving heir male of the 
body of the said George, the first EarL 

This petition then states, that George, so created Earl of Huntingdon, married Aan^ 
daughter of llenry Staffinrd, Duke of Buckingham, and left issue five sons, namely. Sir 
Francis, his eldest son and heir, and four younger sons. 

That Sir Francis, the ekket son of Earl George, became on the death of his fiither, 
second Earl of Huntingdon, and on the Sd June, 1554, married Catherine, grand- 
daughter of George Plantagenet, Duke of Clarence, by whom he had six sons, namely, 
Henry his eldest son, Greorge, his second son, WiQiam, his third son, who died without 
issue, Sir Edward Hastings, his fourth son, the ancestor of thb petitioner Hans Francis 
Hastings) and two younger sons. That Hettry, the first son of F^ncis, Eari of Hunting* 
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don, on the death of his father, became third Earl of HuntingdoQ, and married Catberinci^ 
daughter of John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland, and died without issue, 14th of 
November, 1595, whereupon his brother George succeeded to the title^ as fourth Earl of 
Huntingdon, and that he married Dorothy, daughter of Sir John Port, of Etwall, in the 
county of Derby. 

The petition states, that the title descended to the male issue of George, the fourth Eari 
of Huntingdon, till the death of Francis, the last E^irl, in October, 1789, when the male 
issue of George, the fourth Earl of Huntingdon, became extinct. 

The petition states, that George, the fourth Earl of Huntingdon, had three sons : Fran- 
cis, Lord Hastings; the Honourable Henry Hastings, described as Sir Henry Hastings 
of Woodlands ; and Sir Edward Hastings, Knight, who died unmarried. 

The petition states, that Francis Lord Hastings, the eldest son of George, fourth Eari 
of Huntingdon, died in the life-time of his father, leaving issue by his wife Sarah, daughter 
of Sir James Harrington, four sons ; namely, Henry, his first son. Sir George bis second 
son, who married Seymour, daughter of Sir Gilbert Prinn, and had by her issue four 
sons: — George, bom April 22d, 1621, died June 1627, aged six years; Charles, bom 
20th of November 1623, stated to have died without issue in 1656; Ferdinando, bom the 
19th of January, 1626, stated to have died without issue in 1654; and Francis, his fourth 
son, stated to have been born on the 10th of December, 1628, and to have died at Wey- 
bridge in 163 1, aged three years. Edward Hastings, the third son of Lord Francis Hast- 
ings, is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, to have died without ever having 
been married, in the year 1617, a Captain at sea, under the command of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh ; and Francis the fourth son of Francis Lord Hastings, is stated to have died an 
infant 

The said petition sets forth^ that Henry, the eldest son of Francis Lord Hastings, 
became fiflh Earl of Huntingdon on the death of his grandfather, (George the fourth Earl 
of Huntingdon,) and that he married Elizabeth, daughter of the Earl of Derby, by whom 
he is stated to have left two sons, Ferdinando, his first son, and Henry, who is stated to 
have been created Baron Loughborough, and to have died without issue, in January, 1666^ 
The petition also states, that Ferdinando, the eldest son of Earl Henry, became sixth 
Earl of Huntingdon on the death of his father, in February 1655, that he married Lucy^ 
daughter of Sir John Davies, by whom he had issue four sons: — Henry, his first son, stated 
in said petition to have been born on the 6th of June, 1630, and to have died. in the life^ 
time of his father; John, his second son, bom 3d of August, 1682, who is also stated to 
have died in the life- time of his father, without issue; Ferdinando, his third son, bom 16th 
of February in 1638, and who is alsd stated to have died in the life-time of his father; and 
Theophilus, his fourth son, born December the 10th, in 1650, stated in said petition to have 
succeeded to the title as seventh Earl of Huntingdon, and to have married two wiv^, first 
EUizabeth, daughter of Sir John Lewis, and secondly, Frances, daughter of Francis Levis* 
ton Fowler. The said petition states, that the said Theophilus, the seventh Earl, by his 
first wife Elizabeth, had two sons, Thomas Lord Hastings, born in 1674>, who died aged 
three months; and George, the second 3on, bora March the 22d, 16779 who is stated to 
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have succeeded to the title as eighth Earl of Huntingdon, and to have died without ever 
having been married. And it is also stated in the said petition, that the said Theophilos, 
the seventh £arl» by his second wife^ had i^»ie two sons, first, Theophilus, stated to have 
been bom 12th of November, 1696 ; and second, Ferdinando^ stated to have been bora 
S2d of October, 1699, and to have died without issue, on August the 9th, 1726. 

The petition goes on to state, that Theophilus, the eldest son of Theophilus, the seventh 
Earl, by his second marriage, succeeded to the title as ninth Earl of Huntingdon upon 
the death of his half brother George, without issue; that he married Selina, daughter of 
Earl Ferrars, by whom he had issue four sons: Francis his first son, stated to have been 
born in March, 1728 ; Creorge, his second son, stated to have been born 29th of March, in 
1730, and to have died in 174i) aged fourteen years; Ferdinando, his third son, stated 
to have been bora 22d of January, 1732, and to have died in 1743 ; and Henry, his fourth 
SOD, bora December 12th, 1739, stated to have died without issue in 1743. Theophilus, 
the ninth Earl, is also stated to have left three daughters, the eldest of whom, Elizabeth, 
married John Lord Rawdon, whose eldest son is stated to be the present Marquis of 
Hastings* 

The said petition states, timt Francis, the eldest son of Theophiluff, ninth Earl of 
Huntingdon, succeeded to the title (on the death of his father) as tenth Earl of Hunting- 
don, and that he died without ever having'been married, on the 2d of October, 1789. 

Tlie petition states, that long previous to this period, viz. in the year 1755, the heirs 
male of the body of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, who was second son of George, 
fourth Earl of Huntingdon, had also become extinct in the manner in said petition parti- 
cularly set forth, and that Frands, the tenth Earl of Huntingdon, having died without 
issue, the said Earldom descended upon the then issue male of Sir Edward Hastings, the 
fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, the ancestor of the petitioner, Hans 
Francis Hastings. 

His petition also states, that the said Henry Hastings^ of Woodlands, married twice; 
first, Dorothy, second daughter of Sir Francis Willoughby, Knight ; and secondly, Mrs. 
Jane Langton, by whom it is stated he had no issue. 

The said petition forther states, that the said Henry Hastings had issue by his first wife 
Dorothy, five sons, namely. Sir George Hastings, his first son, who is stated to have mar- 
ried Alice, daughter of Sir Thomas Freke, and to have had issue three sons: George, 
Edward, and John, who are stated to have all died without issue. 

That Ralph Hastings, stated to have been the second aon of said Hemy Hastings, of 
Woodlands, married Joan Scutt, daughter of Edmund Scott, of Warminster, and had issue 
four sons,*namely, Henry, his first son, and George, his second son, who are both stated to 
have died without issue. Ralph Hastings, his third son, stated to have been married firsts 
to Sarah, the daughter of Thomas Moore ; secondly, to Sarah, the daughter of Roger 
Tulse; and this Ralph, by his first marriage, is stated to have had one daughter only ; but 
by his second marriage with Sarah Tdlse, he is stated to have bad two sons, naraeij. 
Ralph Hastings, his eldest son, who married and died without issue : and George Hast- 
ings, his second son, who is stated tobavediedabachelorinthe26thyearof his age. And 
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Ferdinando^ hb fourth son. This Ferdinando, stated in said petition to have been the 
feurtb son of Ralph Hastings and Joan his wife, is stated to have married Deborah, the 
daughter of Richard Fiavel, by whom he had issue two sons: namely, Ferdinando, his first 
son, who is stated to have married Elizabeth, daughter of a Mr. Shepherd, by whom he 
had issue one daughter only, named Deborah, who married ; and Theophilus Hastings, 
his second son, who is stated to have been born in 1677> and to have died without ever 
having been married in 1755. 

The petition also states, that Henry Hastings was the third son of Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands ; that he married Susanna, daughter of Robert Oflfey, by whom he had iraue 
one daughter,- Ann, and no male issue. 

The petition also states, that William was the fourth son of Henry Hastings, of Wood- * 
lands, and that he married Ann, daughter of Gabriel Cracknell, of Oxford, by whom he 
is stated to have left issue five sons ; namely, Henry Hastings, his first s<m, who married,, 
and had issue two daughters only ; William Hastings, his second son, who married Re> 
becca Pitfield, by whom he liad issue one only son, Gabriel, who died without ever having 
been married, in 1689; Francis, his third son, stated to have married Ann Arnold, by 
whom he left issue one son, Francis, who is stated to have died in 1682, without ever hav- 
ing been married ; Edward, his fourth son, who died in 1671, without ever having been 
married; and Benjamin, his fifth son, who is stated in said petition to have married Ann 
Browne, by whom he had issue one son, Henry Hastings, who is stated to have died in 
16B9, without ever having been married. 

The petition further states, that Francis was the fifth son of Henry Hastings, of Wood- ' 
lands, and that he married, acd died without issue. 

The petition of Hans Francis Hastings states, that the male descendants of Henry 
Hastings, of Woodlands, the second son of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon, tlius be- 
came extinct, and that the said Earldom of Huntingdon, upon the death of Francis, the 
tenth and late Earl, became vested in the heir male of the body of Sir Edward Hast- 
ings, the fourth son of Francis, second E^rl of Huntingdon, and from which Sir Edward 
Hastings, the said petitioner claims to be descended. His said petition states, that the 
said Edward Hastings married Barbara, daughter of Sir WilKam Devereox, and died in 
the year 1 603, leaving issue Sir Henry Hastings, of Humberston, Knight, his only son ; 
and this Sir Henry is stated to have married Mabel, daughter of Anthony Faunt, by 
whom he had issue Henry Hastings, his eldest son, and three younger sons. 

The said petition states, that Henry Hastings, the eldest son of Sir Henry Hastings, 
married Jane Goodall, by whom he it stated to have left issue five sons, namely, Henry^ 
his eldest son, baptized at Humberston, 22d March, 1642, who married Pentecost Smally» 
and died without issue; Walter Hastings, his second son, stated to have been baptized at 
Humberston, 12th March, 1644, who married Hannah, daughter of Edmund Craddock^ 
by whom he left issue one son, Henry Hastings, who died at Loughborough, in 17 SS^ 
.without ever having been married; Richard Hastings, his third son, stated in the said 
petition, to have been the great grandfather of the petitioner Hans Francis Hastings, 
an4 that he was baptized at Humberston, 5th May, 1645, and buried at Welford, in 
the county of Northampton, SOth October, 1714* It is stated that this Richard Hastings 
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■larried Sarah Sleath, by whom be had one only ton Henry, and which Henry Haetingi 
is ftated, in the said petition, to ha^e been baptiaed at Lutterworth, 2^ May, 1701 ; to 
kave married a Misa Elizabeth Hudson, on the 7tb November, l?^?) and to hare left 
three sons : namely, Theophilus Henry Hastings, his first son, bom and baptized at Lut* 
Cerworth, 7th October, 1728, and who died without issue 2d April, 1804; George, bis 
aooond son, stated in said petition to bare been baptized at Lutterworth, 6th Jme, 1796; 
and Ferdinando, his third son, who died withcNit ever having been married. 

The said petition states, that George, the second son of said Henry Hastings, was a 
LieutenantpColonel of the third regiment of guards, and married a Miss Sarah Hodges, on 
the 2d of April, 1769, by whom it is suted, he left issue four sons ; namely, Francis, Us 
first son, stated to have been bom in April, 1770, and to have died at the age of six years ; 
Henry Hastings, his second son, born 22d July, 1774, stated to have died withom 
ever having been married; Ferdinando^ his third son, also stated to have died wkhoot 
ever having been married; and Hans Francis Hastings, hia fourth son, the petitioner, bom 
August the 14th, 1779, who thus states himself to be the heir male of the body of George, 
the first Earl of Huntingdon, and humbly prays your Royal Highness will take his case 
mto consideration, and direct thai a writ of summons mmy issue to summon him to par« 
liament, under and by virtue of the terms of the patent, by tiie title of Earl of Huntingdon. 

Having thus stated the matter alleged in the petition of the claimant, Hans Francis 
Hastings, Esq. and what the petitioner prays from your Royal Higbnesa, I shall proceed 
to state the substance of the evidenee laid before me in support of it. 

To prove the creation of the Earldom of Huntingdon, an enrolment of letters patent, 
creating the said Earldom, were produced to me by Mr* Davis, from the Lord Treasurer 
Remembrancer's Office of the Exchequer, dated the eighth day of December, twenty- 
first of Henry VIIL ennrfled in the Exchequer in Michaelmas Teras, in the twenty-fifth of 
Henry VIIl. recitii^, that King Henry the Eighth, for divers considerations, had raised 
George Hastings, of Hastfaigs, Knight, to the dignty of Earl of Huntingdoii, to hold the 
snne dignity to him and the bcira male of bis body issuing, for ever. 

To prove that this George Hastings, of Hastings, Knight, took his seat as an Earl in 
the House of Lords, under and by virtue of said patent of creatioii, the printed Journals 
of the Lords, of 15S5y were produced to me by Francis Townsend, Esq. Windsor Herald, 
whereby it appears, that on the fifth day ct the twen^-^hth of Henry VIIL, he ia mariied 
draa : '* P. Comes Huntingdon.'' The Christian name does not appear in the Journals . 
but Dngdale's Compilation of Writs of Summons to Parliament was produeed to me^ 
whereby it appeared, he was summoned to parliament, as Eari of Huntingdon, in the 
twenty-eighth of Henry VIIL ; and in page 499 his name is thus entered, ^^ Georgio Com. 
Huntingdon." There was also exhibited to me^ by Francis Townsend, Esq. an original 
Visitation Book, com[Mled by virtue of a commissioii directed to Sir Henry St. George 
Clarenceux King of Arms, who deputed Thomas May, Chester, and (Gregory King, Rouge- 
dragon, in Trinity vacation in 1682, to visit the county of Leicester ; and which Visitation 
contains a pedigree of tlte family of the Elarb of Huntingdon, broiq^t down fitHn William 
Lord Hastings^ who was behoaded by oider of King Richard III«, to Theophilus^ seveotti 
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Earl of Huntingdon, who appears to have signed it in 1682 ; and it includes the issue of 
Tlieophilus, the seventh Earl, by his first wife. By this pedigree, it appears, that 
George Hastings was created E^rl of Huntingdon in the year 1529, the twenty-fif st o£ 
King Henry VIII. That he married Ann, daughter of Henry Stafford, Duke of Buck- 
ingham, by whom he had issue Qve sons, of whom Francis appears to have been his eldest 
son and heir, and that the said George, Earl of Huntingdon, died in the thirty-sixth yeav 
of the reign of Henry VIII. and was buried at Black Friars, London. 

To prove that Francis was the eldest son of George, first Earl of Huntingdon, and sUc^ 
ceeded his father, and sat in parliament as second Earl of Huntingdon, the printed Jour-^ 
nals of the Lords were exhibited to me, and it appears by volume i. page 272, that he sat 
in parliament on the 7th December, in 1545. His Christian name does not appear in the 
Journals ; but there was exhibited to me, Dugdale*s Compilation of Writg of Sumroons^ 
and in page 506 he is mentioned in the following terms : *^ Francisco Comiti Hunting-* 
don.;" and he appears to have sat in the parliament of the diirty-seventh of Henry VIIL 
There was also produced to me, by Mr. Townsend, from the College of Arms, the origi- 
nal Visitation, containing the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, the seventh E^l of Hun- 
tingdon, in 1682; by which it appears, that Francis, second Elarl of Huntingdon, married 
Catherine, daughter and co-heir of Henry Pole, Lord M ontacute, son of Sir Richard 
Pole, Knight of the Garter, and Margaret, Countess of Salisburj', daughter of George 
^Plantagenet, Duke of Clarence, brother to King Edward IV., by whom he is stated t6 
have had issue six sons, and to have been buried in Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in 1651. There 
was also exhibited to me, by the Reverend William McDowell, Vicar of Ashby, the origi- 
nal registry of burials of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in which there is an entry thus: ^^ Buried 
1562, Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, June 20." 

To prove that Henry was the eldest son of Francis, second 1^1 of Huntingdon, that 
he succeeded his father, and sat in parliament, the printed Journals of the Lords were pro- 
duced to me, and it appears by volume i. page 582, that he sat in parliament the fifth of 
Elizabeth, on January the 15th, in 1562, *^ the Queen being present." — And he is also 
mentioned thus in Dugdale's List of Summonses — ^f Henrico Comiti Huntingdon." Mr. 
Townsend again exhibited to me, firom the College of Arms, the original Visitation Book, 
containing the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon ; whereby it 
appears, that the said Henry was the eldest son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon : 
that he married Catherine, the daughter of John Dudley, Duke of Northumberland^ and 
died without issue, 14th December, 1595, in the thirty-eighth of Elizabeth, and was 
buried at Ashby-de-la-Zouch. There was also produced to me, by the Reverend William 
McDowell, the original registry of burials, from Ashhy-de-la-Z^uch, in which there is this 
entry : *^ 1595, Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, buried April 28." And the fact of his having 
died without issue male appears to me to be satisfactorily proved by the succession of his 
brother George, as fourth Earl of Huntingdon. 

To prove that George was second son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, (who 
was eldest son of George, first Earl of Huntingdon,) and that he succeeded to the title on 
the death of bis brother Henry, without issue mal^ as fourth Earl of Huntingdon, the 
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printcdJoamals of the Lords of the thirty-ninth of Elizabeth, 21st November, 1597, were 
ptodiiced to me, in which an Earl of Huntingdon is thus mentioned, ^* P. Comes Hnn-^ 
tingdon. ;" and his Christian name is entered in page 5S5 of Dugdale's Summonses, thus, 
^ Georgio Com. Huntingdon." There was also exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, from 
the College of Arms, the before-mentioned original Visitation, containing the pedigree 
signed by Theophilus, the seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which it also appears, 
that George succeeded to the Earldom of Huntin^on on the death of his elder brother 
Henry, and that he married Dorothy, daughter and co-heir of Sir John Port, by whom 
he had issue three sons, and died in December, IGM, and was buried in Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch, in the county of Leicester. There was also produced to me by the Rev. William 
M^Dowell^ Vicar, the original registry of burials of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in which there is 
this entry, ** Burialb 1605, George Earl of Huntingdon, March 25." 

To prove that Francis, Lord Hastings, was the eldest son of George, fourth Earl of 
Huntingdon, and died in the life-time of his father, there was again exhibited to me by 
Mr. Townsend, the pedigree signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, 
by which it appears, that Francis, Lord Hastings, was the eldest son of George, fourth 
Earl of Huntingdon, and that he married the daughter of Sir James Harrington, by 
whom he had issue three sons, and that he died in December, 1595, in the thirty-eight of 
Elizabeth, and was buried at Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch. And there was also produced by the 
Rev. William McDowell, the original register of burials of Ashby-de-la-Z6uch, in which 
there is this entry, <* Obt December, 1595, Francis Lord Hastings, b. April 28." 

To prove that Henry was the eldest son of Francis, Lord Hastings, (who was the eldest 
•on of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon,) and that he succeeded to the title on the 
death of his grandfather, as fifth Elarl of Huntingdon, the fourth volume of the printed 
Joumak of the Lords, page 3, 4, of Carolus the First, in 1628, was exhibited to me, by 
which it appears, that Henry, Earl of Huntingdon, gave his proxy to " Henry, Earl of 
Manchester :" his name appears in the Journals, and also in Dugdale's Writs of Sum- 
mons, page 544, thus, ** Henrico Com. Huntingdon." There was also produced 
to me, by Mr. Townsoid, the before recited pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh 
Earl of Huntingdon, in 16S2, by which it appears, that said Henr^', fifth Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, married Elizubeth, the daughter of Ferdinando Stanley, Earl of Derby, that he 
left issue by her two sons, and was buried at Ashby-de-la-Zouch the 16th December, 
1643. There was also produced to me by the Rev. William McDowell, Vicar of Ashby, 
the orij^nal registry of burials fi'om Ashby-de-hi-Zouch, in which his burial^ is entered 
thus: *^ The Right Honourable Henry, I^irl of Huntingdon, was interred the 16th day 
of December, in the year of our Lord God 164S, December 16.'' 

To prove that Ferdinando was the eldest son of Henry, the fifth Earl of Huntingdon, 
and that he succeeded to said Earldom on the death of his father, as sixth Earl, and that 
he married, and left issuer the original registry of baptisms from Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch was 
produced to me by the Rev. William McDowell, in which there is this entry of his birth 
and baptism, ** L. Ferdinando, sonne of the Right Honourable Hen 179 Earl of Hunting- 
don, was bom the 18th of January, baptized 3d day of July next foUowing,' 1§08." 
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To prove he tat in parliament as Baron Hastings, in the life-time of his father, the 
Journals of the Lords were exhibited to me; and it appears by vol. ?i« page 95, that he sa^ 
in parliament on the 21st of November, 1640, and his sitting is mentioned in these words: 
^* Die Sabbati, videlicet 21 die Nov. Prayers. L. Hastings mtroduced. This day ifat 
Lord Hastings was introduced in his robes, between the Lord Mowbray and the Lofd 
Strange; and after his Lordship had delivered on his knee^ to the Lord Keeper, his writ 

of sumnHms, dated the day of , it was delivered unto the Clerk ; and theft 

he was brought by the Lord Great Chamberlain and the Earl Marshal, ^nd Gartet 
before, and placed next below the Lord Dacres." And in Dugdale's Summonses, which 
were also produced to me, he is thus mentioned in page 562 : ** Ferdinando Hastii^pi 
chlV. (Primogenito Henrici Comitis de Huntingdon.") 

There was also produced the seventh volume of the Journals of the House of C<Hnmoiiig 

and in page 182 there is the following entry : ^* Wednesday the 15th of September, 1652/' 

Mr. Garland reports an act for enabling the Right Honourable Ferdinando^ Earl of 

Huntingdon, to make sale of the manor of Lowborow, in the county of Leicester, and 

certain other lands, tenements, and hereditaments, for payment of debts.** And in the same 

volume, page 464, there is this entry : ^* Thursday, the 4th of December, 1656, ^ bill t9 

confirm the sale of lands sold by Ferdinando, late Earl of Huntingdon, whereby he paid 

several debts, and for the sale of some other lands^ for payment of the residne of his 

debts," And it farther appears by the said volume, page 465, that the said Bill was 

committed on *' Saturday, the 6th of December, 1656.*' He the said Ferdinando never 

took his seat in the Lords, as Earl of Huntingdon, probably on account of the Usurpation, 

and he died before the Restoration. There was also exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend^ 

the pedigree signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which k 

appears, this Ferdinando was sixth Earl of Huntii^on; that he married Lucy, daughter 

of Sir John Davies, by whom he had issue four sons; that he died in February, 1655, and 

was buried at Asbby-de4a-Zouch. And there was further produced to me by the Rev. 

William McDowell, Vicar, the original register of burials from Ashby*de-la-2iOuch, in 

which there is an entry of his burial in these terms : ^< 1655, March 2, The Right Honour* 

able Ferdinando^ Eaii of Hontingdon.'' 

To prove that Henry, Lord Hastings, was the eldest son erf* Ferdinando, sixth Earl of 
Huntingdon; that he died in the lifo-time of his father, without leaving issue male, thera 
was exhibited to me by the Rev. William McDowell, the original register of Ashby-de<»k» 
Zouch, in which there is the following entry of his burial: 'VHenry, Lord Hastings^ tha 
ddesC and last surviving son and heir apparent of the Earl €£ Huntinigdon, July ?,• 1649.*' 
There was again exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree signed by Theophth% 
seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, in which he is thus mentioned: ^ Henricus.Dns 
Hastings, natus 16 Jan. 16S0. Ob. 24 Jan. 1649. Sepoltos i^pud Ashby, Cselebs.'' And 
by this said pedigree, it appears, he was the eldest son of Ferdinando^ sixth Earl of Hun- 
tingdcm. 

To prove that John Hastings was the second son of jFerdinando^ sixth Earl of Hmr 
tingdon; and that Ferdinando was his third son; and that they both died under age 
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without leaving issue, there wa3 exhibited to me by the Rev. William McDowell, the 
original registry of Ashby-de-la-Zoucb, in which it appears by the entry of the burial of 
their brother, Henry Lord Hastings, (before recited,) that he, Henry, was ^* the eldest and 
last surviving son of the Earl of Huntingdon.'' As a further proof^ another entry in the said 
original register was exhibited to me, which states, ** John, sonn of the Right Honourable 
Ferdinando Lord Hastings, and Lucy, bis wife, buried 11th day of December, IGSQ.** 
There was also exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, from the College of Arms, the 
original Visitation Book, containing the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of 
Huntingdon, in lf>82, who was their younger brother, by which it appears, the said John 
Hastings, and Ferdinando Hastings, were the second and third sons of Ferdinando Hast» 
ings, sixth Earl of Huntingdon, and are thus mentioned: " Johannes natus Sd Aug. 16S2; 
obijt Dec 1639, Sep. apud Ashby. Ferdinando nat 16 Feb. 1638; obijt 8 May, 1647» 
Sep. apud Castle Donnington." Their death, without their having left issue, is also satis- 
fcetorily proved by the succession to Uie Earldom of their brotlier Theophilus, the fourth 
ton of Ferdinando, sixth Eari of Huntingdon, and who was the person who signed 
the pedigree in, 1682; and who states, that he was not bom till 1650, therefore roust have 
been bom after the decease of his three elder brothers, Henry, John, and Ferdinando 
Hastings. 

To prove that Theophilus, the seventh Earl, was the fourth son of Ferdinando, sixth 
Earl of Huntingdon ; that he succeeded his father as seventh Earl of Huntingdon, his three 
elder brothers being dead without leaving issue, and that he sat in parliament, there was 
exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend the pedigree signed by this Theophilus, in 1682, by 
which it appears, he was bom in Donnington Park, in the county of Leicester, the 10th 
of December, 1650 ; that he married Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir John Lewis, and had 
by her two sons: he does not mention his second wiie^ nor his children by her, as men* 
tioned in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, and it is therefore to be inferred that his 
first wife was living in 1682. To prove that he was Earl of Huntingdon, and a Peer in 
Parliament, the twelfth volume of the printed Journals of the Lords was produced to me 
by Mr. Townsend, by which it appears, in page 425, that ** On the 10th of February, 
1670, the House was called, and the Earl of Huntingdon was reported, ** Infra aetatem;'' 
and in the same volume, page 530, he is excused. To prove that he afterwards sat in par- 
liament, there was exhibited to me an entry in the same volume, 15th February, twenty* 
fifth Charles the Second, in 1672. He then appears to have been present; and again, in 
the same volume, page 586, on the 20th of October, 1673, he is marked as present. To 
pfove that he married twice» and had issue by his first, and also by his second wife^ 
there was exhibited to me from the Prerogative Office of Doctors* Commons, his original 
will, bearing date the 18th day of April, 1698, and a codicil thereunto annexed, dated 
18th March, 1699, proved 19th January, 1701. In the will, he appoints his wife Fran* 
ces, to be guardian of his eldest daughter, the Lady Elizabeth Hastings, who by the 
pedigree signed by himself in 1682, appears to have been his daughter by his first wife^ 
and whom he also in the will itself describes as a daughter of his late wife ; and he devises 
the reversioh and inheritance of his late wife^s real estate; andjn a distinct part of hit 
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will, he appoints his wife guardian to his four children, Thcophilus, Ann, Frances, and 
Catherine. In this will, he also states himself to' be seized of the remainder in fee 
expectant upon the decease of George Lord Hastings, his son, and failure of his issue 
male; and in case of tlie failure of such issue male, he devises the same to Tlieophilas 
Hastings, his second son, and the heirs male of his body, and in default of such issuer to 
his heirs male for ever. In the codicil, dated the ISth March, 1699, he notices a aoa 
Ferdinando, who must therefore have been born between the time of the making the will 
and the codicil. It appears also by a pedigree produced to me by Mr. Townsend, and 
signed by Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, the widow of Theophilus, ninth Earl of 
Huntingdon, and which pedigree was produced and admitted in evidence by the House of 
Lords, in the year 1812, on a claim of peerage of Lord Kilmurry, that Thomas Lord 
Hastings, and George Lord Hastings, were the sons of Theophilus, seventh Earl of Hun* 
tingdon, by his first wife; and Theophilus and Ferdinando were his schis by his second 
wife Frances. To prove that Thomas Ix>rd Hastings was the eldest son of Theophilus^ 
seventh E^rl of Huntingdon, and that he died an infant, Mr. Towhsend exhibited to me 
the pedigree, signed by the said Earl, the father of the said Thomas, in 1682, by which it 
appears he died, aged three months and eighteen days, and is thus mentioned, ^ 'Hiomat 
Dns Hastings, nat 12 Nov. 1674; ob. 2d March, 1675; sep. apd. Ashby.'' There was 
also produced to me by the Rev. William McDowell, the original register of Ashby-de-la- 
Zouch, by which it appears this Thomas was born on 12th Nov. 1674 ; and was buried 
4th March, 1675 : his death is also to be inferred from the will of Earl Theophilus, hb 
father, dated April, 1698, and proved in 1701, in which he names George, as his son, and 
Theophilus, as his second son, without noticing any son of the name of Thomas. To 
prove that George was the second son of Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, ai 
stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings; that he sat in parliament as heir of hit 
father Theophilus, as eighth Earl of Huntingdon; and that he died without ever having 
been married, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree signed by Tboo* 
philus, the &ther of this George, in 1682, in which he is thus mentioned, *^ Georgius Dns 
Hastings, natus 22d March, 1677, Jam superstes A^ 1682." There was also produced 
to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the original will of Theophilas, 
seventh Earl of Huntingdon, proved in 1701, in which he mentions this George as 
(* George Lord Hastings, his son." To prove he sat as a peer in parliament, the sixteenth 
volume of the printed Journals of the Lords was produced to me, by which it appears in 
page 741, that an Earl of Huntingdon sat in the House of Lords on the 13th June^ 
1701, in the thirteenth of William the Third; in the entry he is called John; but I can- 
not but conclude this to be a mistake, as he is called George in the will of hb father, and 
also in the pedigree signed by him in 1682. There was also exhibited to me from the 
Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the original will of this George, Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, dated in 1705, in which he describes himself as George^ Earl of Huntingdon* 
and bequeaths his estate to his brother Theophilus, stated in the petition of Hans Francis 
Hastings, to have been the eldest son of Tlieophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, by his 
second marriage with Francis Leyiston Fowler, and which, taken together with the &G3t 
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of his brother Theophilus having succeeded him in the title, shows he died without 
issue. 

That Theophilus was the brother of George, eighth Elarl of Huntingdon ; that he was 
the son of Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, is proved by the original will of his 
father, Theophilus, seventh Earl, produced to me, and proved in 1701, in which he men- 
tions this Tlieophilus as his son, and appoints his wife Frances the guardian of his son. It 
is also proved by the will of George, eighth Earl of Huntingdon, proved in 1705, pro- 
duced to me, in which he names his brother Theophilus, and devises to him his estates. 
To prove that this Theophilus, the ninth Earl, sat in Parliament, there was exhibited to 
ne the twenty-second volume of the printed Journals of the Lords; and it appears in 
page iSS, that he sat in parliament on the 20th of March, ninth of George the First In 
the Journals of the Lordb he is called, ^ Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, son of George; ** 
bat this is evidently a mistake, as appears by the will of his father Theophilus, seventh 
Earl of Huntingdon, proved in 1701 ; and also by that of his brother George, eighth Earl 
of Huntingdon, proved in 1705, and by the pedigree from the College of Arms, signed 
by Selina, Countess of Huntingdon, the widow of this Theophilus, by which it appears, 
he was the eldest son of Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, by his seccmd mar- 
riage^ therefore the brother and not the son of George, eighth Earl of Huntingdon, as 
erroneously stated in the Journals. There was ulsu exhibited to me by Mr. Henry 
Nugent Bell, the Solicitor of the Petitioner, Hans Frands H&stings, a copy (taken by 
himself) of a monument in the church of Ashby-de^la-Zouch, erected to the memory of 
^ The Right Honourable Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, Lord Hastings, Hungerford, 
Botreux, Moels, Newark, and Molins;" by which' it appears, that this Theophilus, left 
issue by his wife Selina, daughter of Washington, Earl Femurs, four sons, and three 
daughters, and died on the 18tb of October, 1746. There was also produced to me the 
original registry of burials from Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in which there is an entry of his 
burial in these terms s << 1746: The Right Honourable Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, 
buried 28th of October.'' 

To prove that Francis was the eldest son and heir of Tlieophilus, ninth Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, as stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings; that he succeeded his said 
{Either as tenth Earl; and that he died without ever haring been married, there was 
exhibited to me by Mr. Bell, the copy of the monument erected in the church of Ashby- 
deJa-Zoiich, to the memory of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, taken by Mr. 
Bell, and compared by hun with the original, on which the said Francis is thus men- 
tioned : *^ Francis, the present Earl, bom March 13, 1729.'' To prove that he sat in the 
House of Lords, there was exhibited to me the twenty-eighth volume of the Journals of 
the Lords, by which it appears, in page 162, that he sat in parliament the 15th of No- 
vember, in 1753, in the 27th of George the Second. There was also produced to me 
from the Prerogative OiSce of Doctors' Commons, his original will, dated 9th August, 
1755, and proved 8th October, 1789, in which he takes no notice of any children, except 
a son, whom he calls his natural son, and who, as admitted by all, was not a legitimate 
diild ; and it is a noCoiioiia fiictt in the fiunily, that tbb Francisi tlie tenth Eari, was 
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never married. By this will he bequeaths to Lieutenant-Colonel George Hastings (the 
father of the petitioner) lOOO/. There was also exhibited to me by the Rev. William 
M'Dowell, the original registry of burials of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in which there is this 
entry of his burial: " 1789: The Right Hofible Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, 
buried October 14." From these circumstances, it appears to me to be clearly established^ 
that Francis, the tenth and last Earl of Huntingdon, died witliout issue. 

To prove that Greorge Hastings was the second son of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, (brother of Francis, tenth and late Earl,) that he died under age without ever 
having been married, Mr. Bell again produced to me the copy of the monument in 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch (erected to the memory of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon,) 
taken by himself, by which it appears, that this George was the second son of Theophilas, 
ninth Earl of Huntingdon, and is thus mentioned : ** George born March 29, 17S0, who 
died of the small-pox, aged 14." There was also exhibited to me the original registiy 
of Westminster Abbey, by which it appears this George Hastings was boried on the 24th 
of December, 1743, and was therefore only fourteen years of age. 

To prove that Ferdinando Hastings, stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to 
have been the third son of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, was his third son, and 
that he died under age^ without ever havii^ been married, there was exhibited Co me by 
Mr. Bell, the copy of the mouument before mentioned, erected to the memory of the 
Right Honourable llieophilus. Earl of Huntingdon, the father of this Ferdinando Hast- 
ings^ by which it appears he is thns mentioned : ^ Ferdinando bom January 28, 1732, 
who also died of the small-pox, aged 11." There was also exhibited to me the original 
register of burials from Westminster Abbey, by which it appears, the said *^ Ferdinando 
Hastings was buried the 25th April, 1 743, in the North Cross of Westminster Abbo}*," 
therefore was only eleven years of age at the time of his death. 

To prove tliat Henry Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans l^rancis Hastings 
to have been the fourth son of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, was his fourth son, 
and brother of Francis, late Earl of Huntingdon, and that he died without ever having 
been married, there was again exhibited to me by Mr. Bell, a copy of the monosnent in 
Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch, on which it appears he is thus described : ^ Henry, now living, born 
December 12, 1739." The Rev. William McDowell also produced to me the original 
register of burials of Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch, in which there is the following entry: << 1758 : 
The Honble Henry Hastings buried September 23." Therefore he must have died in 
the 19th year of his age. There was also exhibited to me from the Prerogative Office of 
Doctors' Commons, an original Act Book of Administrations, for 1 758, in which there is 
the following entry : " On the 4th of October, 1758, administration of the goods, chattels, 
rights, and credits, of the Honble Henry Hastings, late of Battersea, in the county of 
Surrey, Esquire, Batchelor, deceased, was granted to the Right Hoiible Sdina, 
Countess of Huntingdon, the natural and lawful mother, and next of kin, to the de- 
ceased, &C." 

To prove that Ferdinando Hastings, stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to 
have been the second son of Theophilus^ seventh Earlof UuntiBgdont was his second toil by 
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his second marriage; that the said Ferdinando Hastings was the only brother of Theophilu« 
ninth Earl of Huntingdon, by Frances, the second wife of Theophilus, seventh Earl, and 
that be died without ever having been married, there was exhibited to me by Mr. Town- 
send, from the College of Arms, a pedigree, which was read in evidence by the Lords, 
and printed, on the claim of Lord Kilmurry, in 1812. It is signed by Selina, the widow 
of Theophilus, ninth Earl of Huntingdon, the elder brother of the said Ferdinando Hast* 
ings ; and it describes him as the only brotlier of Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon ; that 
he was bom 22d October, 1699, and died unmarried, (evidently meaning that he died 
without ever having been married,) 9th August, 1726. There was further exhibited to 
me by the Rev. William McDowell, the original registry of burials of Ashby-de-la-2k>uch, 
in which there is this entry : ** The Houble Ferdinando Hastings, only brother of 
Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, interred in the vault under tlie chancel, August 12, 

1726." 

To prove that Henry Hastings^ stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to have 
been the second son of Henry, the fifth Earl of Huntingdon, and to have been created 
Baron Loughborough, and to have died without ever having been married, there was 
exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, from the College (rf*- Arms, the original Visitation of 
the county of Leicester, containing the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of 
Huntingdon, in 1682, in which he is tlius mentioned: ** Henricus Hastings, nat 28 Sep. 
A^ 1610, in Barronium Loughborough erectus per Pat. 23 Oct. 19 Car. 1. cui fuit 
Strategus s^u Colonellua Generalis in Comitatibus Leic. Derb. Nott. Line, et Stafford. 
Obijt Coelcbs apud London, 10 Jan. 1666, Sepult. in Capella S. Georgij apud Wind- 
sor.*' There was also produced to me from the Prerogative Ofiice of Doctors' Commons, 
by Mr. William Jenkins, Clerk, the original will of the said Henry Hastings, dated in 
1666, and proved in 1667, in which he devises the residue of his estates to bis nephew 
Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon ; and if the said Theophilus should die under age, then 
to whoever should be next heir to the Earldom of Huntingdcm : from this will it is to be 
inferred he died without issue; but taken together with the pedigree aigned by bis nephew 
Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, and the fact of the Barony of Loughborough 
never having been claimed since his decease in 1666, it appears to me to prove that he 
died without issue. 

The Solicitor of the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, next proceeded to show the ex- 
tinction of the issue male of Sir George Hastings, stated in said petition to have been the 
second son of Francis, Lord Hastings, and brother of Henry, fifth Earl of Huntingdon ; 
and to prove which, the following evidence was laid before me. There was exhibited to 
me, by Mr. Townsend, the original pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, in 1682; by which it appears, the said Sir George Hastings was second son of 
Francis, Lord Hastings; and that he married Seymour, daughter <rf* Sir Gilbert Prinn; that 
he had male issue, but that at the time of the compilation (rf* the said pedigree tliey appear 
to have been extinct, as the Visitation states : *^ Georgius Hastings, de Grays Inn, in com. 
Midd'. Mil. ob'. sine Prole Masculo, 1 Jul. 1641, et sepultus in Eccles. S. Barthoi. 
Majoris, Lo n don." This en^, deecribing him as dead, ^^ sine Prole Maaculo," must 
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necessarily mean, that none of his male issue was living at the time of the compilation of 
the pedigree ; for the same pedigree describes two sons to him, whom it also describes as 
dead at that time ; and it appears by other evidence, that they died after their father's 
death, but before tlie date of the pedigree. There was also exhibited to me, the original 
register of burials of the parish of St. Bartholomew the Great, in which the entry of his 
burial appears in the following terms: <^ 1641, Sir George Hastings, buried of the plague, 
July 4.." 

The petition of Hans Francis Hastings states, that Sir George Hastings left issue by 
Seymour his wife, four sons ; namely, George^ Charles, Ferdinando, and Francis. Two 
only of those sons are mentioned in the pedigree signed by Theophilos, Earl of Hunting- 
don, in 1682 ; namely, Charles and Ferdinando. There is indeed no legal evidence of 
the existence of this George, the eldest son : the fact is only presumed from a paper pro* 
duced from the College of Arms, by Mr. Townsend, which is stated to be the copy of an 
old funeral achievement, said to have formerly been in the church of Saint Bartholomew 
the Great, in Smithfield, but which has been destroyed. In that copy, tHe births and 
deaths are staled in the following order: *' Georgius, filius 1""*, natus 22 Apr. i62K 
obijt S die Jun. 1627." — Carolus, filius secundns, nalus 29 die 9^*^, 1623, Vivena 
1635." — ^* Ferdinando, filius 3*^, 19 Jan. 1626, ob. die conceptionis B. Virginia, an. 
1654."—^ Frandscus, filius 4**, natus 22 10*^, 1626, obijt n. 1631, apud Weybridge. 
If therefore this copy is to be deemed evidence of the existence (rf* this George, it most be 
taken equally to be evidence of his death at that period stated* The pedigree signed by 
Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, does not mention George the eldest^ 
and probably because he died in his infancy, being only six years old : but states, that his 
father, Sir George, died ** sine Prole Masculo:" meaning thereby, as I have before 
observed, that at the time of the compilation, of that pedigree in 1682, there was none of hi» 
male issue then living. 

To prove that Charles Hastings, and Ferdinando Hastings, the sons of Sir George 
Hastings, (who was the second son of Francis, Lord Hastings, eldest son of George, fourth 
Earl of Huntingdon,) as stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, and that they 
both died without ever having been married, there was exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, 
the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682; by which the 
said Charles Hastings, and Ferdinando Hastings, appear to have been the sons of the said 
Sir George Hastings, and to have died without issue, as they are thus mentioned in it : 
** Carolus et Ferdinando obierunt in Coelibatu.'' There was also produced to me, from 
the Prerogative Office, Doctors' Commons, a noncupative will of this Charles Hastings, 
proved 10th July, 1656 ; by which he devised all his estate to his sister, Martha Owens^ 
wife of Owen Owens, (and which Martha is stated in the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, 
seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, to have married Owen Owens,) from which it may 
be also inferred he had no children. 

To prove that Ferdinando Hastings, the son of Sir George Hastings, died without leav- 
ing issue, there was exhibited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, an 
original Administration Act Book, for the year 1654-5s by which it af^sears he died a 
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iMurlielor, and that administration was granted in 1654-5, to Dame Seymour Hastings, the 
true and lawful mother of Ferdinando Hastings, late of the parish of Si. Bartholomew the 
Great, London, deceased, a bachelor." There was also exhibited to me, the original regis* 
ter of burials from the parish of St. Bartholomew the Great, in which the entry of his 
burial appears thus: ^* 1654, Mr. Ferdinando Hastings, buried 12th December." And 
this registry agrees with the copy of the funeral atchicvement produced to me by Mr. 
Townsend, to show the birth and death of George Hastings, the eldest brother of this Fer- 
dinando Hastings. 

To prove that Francis, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to have 
been the fourth son of Sir George Hastings, was his fourth son, and that he died in hia 
infancy, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the copy of the funeral atchicve- 
ment formerly in the church of St. Bartholomew the Great, and which thus mentions him 
" Franciscus, filius 4*^ , natus 22 Decern. 1628, obijt n. 1631, apud Weybridge." There 
was also exhibited to me, the original registry of burials from Weybridge, in which there 
is an entry of the burial of this Francis in the following terms : ^^ Francis, the son of Sir 
George Hastings, Knight, buried November 7, 1631." There was also produced to me, 
from the Prerogative Office of Doctors* Commons, the original will of Dame Seymour Hast- 
ings, relict of Sir George Hastings, and mother of George, Charles, Ferdinando, and 
Francis Hastings. It is dated 25th October, 1661, and proved 4th July, 1664: she de- 
scribes herself as Dame Seymour Hastings, widow and relict of Sir George Hastings, of 
Great St. Bartholomew, aforesaid, Knight : she desires to be buried in the parish of Great 
St Bartholomew, as near her husband as may be: she mentions her daughter, Martha 
Owens, and another daughter named Nanfran, who is also noticed in the pedigree, signed 
by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682. She devises the residue of her pro- 
perty to trustees, for her daughter Martha Owens ; gives rings to several of her relations^ 
but does not mention any sons, or grandchildren by any son ; which, taken with the other 
evidence, proves that all her sons had died, without having had issuer previous to 1661. 

To prove that Edward Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings 
to have been the third son of Francis Lord Hastings, (and brother of Henry, fifth Earl of 
Huntingdon,) was his third son, and that he died without issue, Mr. Townsend exhibited to 
me the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which 
it appears that this Edward Hastings died in the expedition under Sir Walter Raleigh, 
in 1617 ; from which period, neither he, nor any issue of his issue, (if he had any,) ever 
were known to any of his family, or mentioned in any deed, will, or other instrument; and 
it being now somewhat above two centuries ago, the strongest presumption is affi[>rded, 
that he died without issue. 

To prove that Francis, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to have 
been the fourth son of Francis Lord Hastings, was his fourth son, and that he died an in* 
fant, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, 
seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682 ; by which it appears^ he was fourth son of Francis, 
Lord Hastings; that he died an infant, and was buried at Ashby. There was also pro- 
duced to mc^ by the Reverend William McDowell, Vicar of Ashby, the original register of 
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burials of Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch, in which the entry of the burial of the said Francis ap- 
pears thus: *^ 1593-4, Francis Hastings, infans, buried November 29." — As this original 
registry corresponds with the original pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of 
Huntingdon, in 1682, it affords sufficient evidence of the death of tliis Francis, as stated in 
the said petition. 

To prove that Edward Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings 
to have been the third son of George, fourth Earl of Huntingdon, was his third son, and 
died without issue, there was cxliibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree^ signed by 
Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which it appears the said Edward 
Hastings was a Knight, and died at Vienna, in Austria. Of this Sir Edward Hastings, 
there is nothing further known ; the time of his death has not been ascertained, but, as 
the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, mentions the 
issue of Sir Edward Hastings, the fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, who 
must have been bom many years previous to the existence of this Sir Edward Hastings, 
and carries down his issue to the third generation, it is Cur to presume^ if this Sir Exlward 
Hastings, who is stateil to have been the third son of George, fourth ELarl of Huntingdon, 
had issue, they would have been noticed by the Earl of Huntingdon, when he signed his 
pedigree in 1682 ; especially, as he states, in the said pedigree, the issue of Henry Hast- 
ings, of Woodlands, the second son of George, tlie fourth Earl of Huntingdon, and bro- 
ther of this Sir Edward Hastings. It was also stated to me, that it has been always under- 
stood he died without issue, and that such has been the reputation of his family for upwards 
of two hundred years. I think, therefore^ it is to be inferred, he died without children. 

To prove that William Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hast- 
ings to have been the third son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, was his third son, 
and died without ever having been married, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, 
the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682; by which it 
appears, this William Hastings was the third son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, 
and that he died without ever having been married : he is thus mentioned in the same pedi- 
gree: ** Willma. obijt Ccelebs." Of this William there is nothing further known: he is 
not mentioned in the will of his father Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, which is 
dated in 1.560, though all his other sons are therein named, and it has been stated to me, 
that it has always been understood this William Hastings died yoang, without ever having 
been married ; which being the reputation of the family for upwards of two hundred 
and fifty years, I think it is, therefore, fairly to be presumed, that he died in the life-time 
of his father, without issue. 

The Solicitor of the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, next proceeded to show the ex- 
tinction of the issue male of Henry Hastings, generally called Sir Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands, who are set forth in the Genealogical Table No. 2. In order to arrive at a 
more clear comprehension of the pedigree under which the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hast- 
ings, claims, I have divided the Genealogical Table into three parts, viz. : Table No. 1, 
containing the direct line of the Earls : Table No. 2, the issue and descendants of 
Henry Hastings, ^f Woodlands, from whom George Hastings, of Killaloo^ in the coonQr 
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of Clare, claims to derive his descent in the petition which he has since withdrawn : and 
Table No. S, the issue of Sir Edward Hastings, the fourth son of Francis, sea>nd Earl of 
Huntingdon, from whom the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, claims to be descended. 

In order to prove that the Honourable Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, (commonly 
called Sir Henry Hastings, and stated in the respective petitions of Hans Francis Hast- 
ings and George Hastings, to have been the second son of George, fourtli E^rl of Hunting- 
don,) married, and had issue five sons, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, 
from the College of Arms, the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Hunting- 
don, in 1682; by which the said Henry Hastings is described as Henry Hastings of 
Woodlands, and Piddletown, in the county of Dorset ; and it is stated therein, that he maiv 
ried Dorothy, daughter and co-heir of Sir Francis Willougbby, and left issue five sons, 
namely, Creorge, Ralph, Henry, William, and Francis. There was also exhUbiied to me^ 
by Mr. Bdl, the copy of a monument in Horton church, Dorsetshire, taken by himself 
and compared with the original by him, which states, that the Honourable Henry Hast^ 
ings, of Woodlands, second son of George Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon, died on the 5th 
October, 1650, aged ninety-nine years. This monument also sets forth the death of Doro- 
thy, his wife, which appears to have taken place on the 5th December, 1638, in the eighty^ 
fourth year of her age ; and it farther states the death of Sir George Hastings, their eldest 
•on, thus: *^ And Sir George Hastings, Knight, their son and heir, who died 25th Octo- 
ber, 1651, statis 65." There was also produced to me, by Mr. Bell, an extract, made 
by himself, from the parish registry of Horton, in Dorsetshire, and certified by the Clerk 
of the said parish to be correct ; by which the burial of the said Dorothy, wife of the said 
Henry Hastings, appears thus : ^ 1638, Dame Dorothy Hastings oepulta." — It is fit I 
should observe, that the original register could not be procured, as the Clergyman did not 
attend with it ; and it did not appear to me to be a very material document, inasnmch 
as it merely states the death of the wife of Henry, of Woodlands. 

To prove that Sir George Hastings, Knight, who is stated in the petition of Hans 
Francis Hastings to have been the eldest son and heir of the Honourable Henry Hastings, 
of Woodlands, and that be was his son, and that he married and left issue^ there was ex* 
hibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of 
Huntingdon, in 1682, which thus mentions the said George Hastings: '^Georgius Hast-- 
ings, de Woodlands, Miles, obijt sine Prole Masculo superstite." — This evidently means^ 
that at the time of the compilation of the pedigree in 1682, none of the male issue of Sir 
George Hastings were then living, and not that he never had issue ; for though he is stated 
to have died *^sine prole masculo superstite," yet there was exhibited to me, by Mr. 
Townsend, from the College of Arms, an unsigned pedigree and other documents, which 
showed he had male issue, some of whom survived him, though they were all extinct before 
the year 1682. The unsigned pedigree above alluded to is stated to have been compiled 
at di(]ferent periods, between 1682 and 1GS9, by Thomas May, Chester, and Gr^ory 
King, Rouge-dragon, and it is entered in the original Visitation Book, evidently in the 
same hand-writing, and in the next page to that which contains the pedigree of the Earls 
of HontingdoD, certified by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1688. The state- 
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ments in this pedigree are confirmed in every respect, by the pedigree signed by Theophi- 
lus, Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, as far as any of the entries relate to the same persons; 
and is, in all other respects, confirmed by such wills and other documents as have been 
produced, and which mention, or relate to, any of the persons mentioned in this pedigree. 
And by this pedigree, Sir George Hastings appears to have been the eldest son of Henry 
Hastings, of Woodlands, and to have married Alice, the daughter of Sir Thomas Frdce, 
and to have had issue by her three sons, namely, George, Edward, and John. The copy 
of the monument in Horton church, in Dorsetshire, taken by Mr. Bell, before stated, de- 
scribes Sir George Hastings as son and heir of the Honourable Henry Hastings, of Wood- 
lands ; and that he died on the 25th October 1651 • Mr. Bell also produced to me an ex- 
tract, made by himself, from the registry of burials of Horton, in Dorset, by whidi it ap- 
pears Sir George Hastings was buried on the 27th of October, 1551. The original 
register of this parish, I have before stated, could not be procured ; but there was exhi- 
bited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, an original Act Book of 
Administrations for the year 1660, by which it qspears, administration of his goods, &c. 
was granted to Robert Williams, a creditor of his, on the 6th October, 1660; the specific 
time of his death does not appear material, but from the last stated document it is 
obvious he was dead in 1660. 

To prove that George Hastings was the eldest son of Sir George Hastings, and that be 
died widiout issue, Mr. Townsend exhibited to me the unsigned pedig^ree of 1689» before 
mentioned, (entered in the original Visitation Book, containing the pedigree, signed bjr 
Theophihis, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682). This is the only document in whicli 
he is described to have ever existed^ and in the aame entry it b stated he died without 
issue. 

To prove that Edward Hastings was the second son of Sir Gecnrge Hastings, and that 
he died without issue, as stated in the petition of Hans Frauds Hastings, there was 
exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the same Visitation Book, containing the unsigned 
pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands ; which states, that he died ^ sine Prole,** 
and in which he is entered as the second son of Sir Greorge Hastings. 

There was slso produced to me, by Mr. Bell, an extract, made by himself from the 
registry of Horton, in Dorsetshire, by which it appears, that on <* June 18, 1654, Edward 
HastingB was buried." The same observation is here to be made, as to the non-produc- 
tion of this original register; but any supposed deficiency of evidence arising firom this cir- 
cumstance is supplied by the original will of this Edward Hastings. The original will 
was produced from the Prerogative Office in the Commons ; it u dated the 8th March, 
1653, and also a codicil, dated 6th April, J 654. It appears thqr were both proved in 
1655, in London, and that they were afterwards proved in Chancery, in a suit by one 
Henry Hastings. 

As this will is material to the case of the Petitknier, Hans Francis Hastings, in many 
respects, I think it necessary to give the fcrflowing abstract of it. By this will, Inward 
Hastings, of Woodlands, in the county of Dorset, bequeaths all his manors, &c. to his 
brother John H airi ngi , (if he the testator ahould die without iasue^) and to the heirs male 
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of bis body, and in default of such issue of his brother John, then to his own right heirs; and 
in case his brother John Hastings should die without issue male, leaving issue female, then 
he devised one thousand pounds a-piece, to his sisters Frances, Dorothy, and Mabel, on his 
death, if they shall be then living. He also devises one thousand pounds a-piece to each 
of his sisters, Dorothy and Mabel. He also devises to John Roy, and Frances Roy, his 
sister Roy's chiJdren, one thousand pounds, to be equally divided between them ; his bro- 
ther John Roy to have the use of the same, until they should be of age. By this will it 
appears, that his sister Frances was married to John Roy. Upon this, it is to be observed, 
that if John Hastings died without issue, the estate of Woodlands would vest in Frances, 
Dorothy, and Mabel, the testator's sisters, unless diere bad been another brother or chil* 
dren of such. Frances is described by the will, as Frances Roy, and the mother of John 
Roy, the' legatee before spoken of: Mabel died unmarried, as appears by the unsigned 
pedigree, and Dorothy without children, as appears also by the unsigned pedigree of 1688, 
as well as by her original will ; and it appears by evidence, subsequently stated, that John 
Roy did come into possession of this estate: now tliis could not have been, if George the 
testator's elder brother had left issuc^ and if John Hastings, the devisee, had not died with- 
out issue. The estate of Woodlands having vested in John Roy, the son of the testator's 
sister Frances, therefore proves two things ; first, that the testator's elder brother, George, 
died without issue ; and that John Hastings, the youngest brother of the testator Edward, 
also died without issue. The fact of the testator Edward being in possession, and devising 
the estate of Woodlands to his younger brother John, is also reasonable evidence of the 
deaths of any other brothers without their having left children. 

To prove that John Hastings, stated in \he petition of Hans Francis Hastings to have 
been the third son of Sir George Hastings, (and to have died without issue,) was his third 
son, and did die without issue, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the original* 
Visitation, containing the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodliuids, by which 
it appears, John Hastings was the third son of Sir George Hastings, brother of Edward 
Hastings, and in which he is stated to have died *^ sine Prole." It also appears by the 
same pedigree, that his sister Frances married John Roy, of London, Merchant, by whom 
she had one son, John, and a daughter, Frances, who married Samuel Rolle, Esq. There 
was also exhibited to me, irom the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the original 
Act Book of Administrations for the year 1658, by which it appears, that on the 26th June^ 
1658, administration was granted to ^* Elizabeth Hastings, widow, the relict of John Hast- 
ings, late of Woodlands, in the county of Dorset, deceased." There was also produced to 
me, the original administration Act Book for 1667, by which it appears that tliere was an 
administration de bonis non, granted in September, 1667, to Thomas Pechel, a principal 
creditor of John Hastings, late of Woodlands, in the county of Dorset, deceased, of his 
goods> and those of Elizabeth Hastmgs, alias Clarke, the relict of the said John, also, 
deceased. 

As a further proof that John Hastings, son of Sir George Hastings, of Woodlands, died 
without issue, there was exhibited to me from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Com- 
mons, the original will of John Roy, the son of Francis Roy, and the nephew of the Jast 
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mentioned Edward Hastings; it is dated the 11th of March, 1667) and proved in 1668. 
He describes himself as John Roy of Westminster, jonior, and devises all his estates of 
Woodlands, with all its manors and lordships, together with all its parks, fiirms, and 
demesne lands, and all its appurtenances whatsoever, lying and being in the county of 
Dorset, to his father, John Roy, for life, that he might " reimburse himself all such soma 
<^ money, whatsoever, which he hath at any time, since the year 1656, expended^ paid, or 
in any ways laid out," for him the testator. He gives 500/. to his wife Elizabeth, and iq>- 
points his fether, John Roy, guardian to any diild he might have by his wife ; gives 100/. 
to the poor of the parishes in which his estates are situated, and names hb friend, Henry 
Eyre, who, by the unsigned pedigree, appears to have been married to his aunt Dorothy. 
This will shows that he was in possession of Woodlands, and that, therefore, some part of 
it had vested in him, as one of the right heirs of Edward Hastings, on the death of John 
Hastings his uncle. 

It is true, that whilst his aunt Dorothy was alive, who did not die till 1670, he was not 
entitled to the whole of this estate; he was entitled to such share as came to him throogh 
his mother, who appears by his will to have been dead before, as he names his mother-in« 
law Dorothy. And if he was seiaed of any part which came to him as one of the right hdrs 
of the testator, it equally proves, that John Hastings was dead without issue ; £ar neither 
bis mother nor his aunts could be entitled, till the brothers of the testattnr Edward were 
all dead without issue; and as Dorothy, his annt, afterwards died without issuc^ her estate 
would vest in John Roy, or his heir, on her death, inasmuch as she made no devise of any 
real estate. Whether she had conveyed her share or portion of the estate of Woodlands 
to her nephew John Roy, in his life-time, does not appear. 

There was also exhibited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the 
original will of John Roy, senior, (husband of Frances Hastings, brother-in^lauu of Edward 
and John Hastings, the third and fixirth sons of Sir George Hastings, grandsons of 
Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, and fether of the testator John Roy, junior) dated 2d 
October, 1680, and proved 7th July, 1684, in which he describes himself of Oussedge, in 
the county of Dorset, and devises all his rents and lands of inheritance, to his wife Doro- 
thy, who is named in the will of John Roy the son, as his mother-in-law; and after her 
decease, to his special friend Thomas Gassin, upon trust, to the use of his daughter RoUe; 
appoints, that an 100/. which his son John Roy, deceased, had bequeathed to the poor, 
and which his son-in-law, Samuel Rolle, Esq. had agreed to pay, after the deaths of 
Henry Ejre and Dorothy his wife^ be divided between the poor of the parish of Gus- 
sedge. Woodlands, and Piddletown, all in the county of Dorset. Those wills of John Roy, 
soiior, and John Roy, junior, correspond with the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands, of 1689, which states, that Dorothy, second daughter of Sb George Hastings^ 

married Eyre, Esq. ; and that Frances (the daughter of John Roy, senior, and 

Frances Hastings his wife) married Samuel Rolle, of , in Devon. 

As a further proof of the death of all the sons of Sir George Hastings, without issue, 
there was produced to me, by Mr. Townsend, the original Visitation Book, cotttaining the 
pedigree signed by Theophilus^ seventh Earl of Huntingdon ; wherein Sir George Uast>. 
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ings, the bther of Henry, George, Ixlward, and John Hastings,* is described in 16B2 as 
dead, ^ sine Prole Masculo superstite," It appears to me, therefore, from this body of 
evidence, it is satisfactorily proved, that the issue male of Sir George Hastings, the eldest 
son of Henr}', of Woodlands, are all extinct, and were so, in the year 1682, when the 
pedigree was signed by Tbeophihis, seventh Earl of Huntingdon. 

To prove that Ralph Hastings, mentioned in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings to 
have been the second son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, was his second son, and that 
he married and had issue, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, from the College 
of Arms, the pedigree aigned by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682; by 
which it appeared that thw Ralph died in 161^8, and Mr. Townsend stated to me, that the 
mark of an arrow, which was placed under his name, denoted that he left issue, though 
such issue are not enumerated in the pedigree. 

There was also produced to me by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree of the de- 
scendants of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, in which the said Ralph Hastings is described 
as the second son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands; that he married Joan Scutt, by whom he 
had issue four sons; namely, Henry^ George, Ralph, and Ferdinando, and that he died in 1 648. 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings 
to haye been the eldest son of Ralph Hastings, was his eldest son, and died without issue, 
there was exhibited to me by Mr, Townsend, the original Visitation Book, containing the 
unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, of 1689, by which it appears he was 
the eldest son of Ralph, and died *' sine Prole." 

To prove that George Hastings was the second son of Ralph Hastings, as stated in the 
aforesaid petition, and that he died without issue, Mr. Townsend again exhibited to me 
the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, by which it appears, this George 
was second son of Ralph Hastings, and is stated to have died ** sine Prole.*' There was 
also produced to me from the Diocesan Court of Winchester, in the county of Hampshire, 
his original will, dated 21st March, 1670, and proved on the 8th of April, 1672 ; in which 
he devises an annuity to his brother Ferdinando, (who appears, by the same pedigree, to 
have been his youngest brother,) charged on his real estate; and devises his estates to his 
brother Ralph Hastings, who was his next younger brother, for life, and to the heirs male 
of his body; and for want of heirs male, to Ferdinando, and the heirs male of his body ; 
and for want of heirs male, to the heirs of the body of Ralph ; and for want of such heirs 
to the heirs of the survivor Ralph, or Ferdinando, in fee ; and de^ses the rest and residue 
of his property to his brother Ralph, and appoints him executor. He also appoints 
Henry Eyre, and his cousin Henry Hastings, overseers of his will. He does not name 
any brother Henry, or any child of his ; it is, therefore, to be &irly inferred, that hii 
elder brother Henry died without issue, more especially, as it appears by the will of this 
George Hastings, that he was in possession of the family estate, namely, ** North Hinton,** 
to which he could not have been entitled, unless his brother Henry had been dead without 
issue; and devised it to his next brother Ralph; and it also proves, that George himself 
died without issue, as stated in the pedigree compiled in 1689. 

* This it the person from whom Gsorge Hasttopr of Kilblee, attaoipledloiMiieo fats desesnt. 
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'I // ffftf^'. iUi$i IMfpU 1 iMfiimf^ ^Ur^l in tlw mM petition to hawe been the third-fcn of 
It^lplf I f ^ir^KN ^^ "^^^ ^ * '•"ry '''' W#Kjdl«mU, wa* hii third ton, and diat he married 
«im1 lirfi ><^#M» ttr/# •##!#•, imiiMfly, U«l|>b mmI George, there wa» exhibited to me bjr Mr. 
*\Ut^%m\u\^ frtftn ihn (:oll4'((#r of Ann^, the itfiftigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of 
W<#^NlliiiMlii, l/y wlif/Ji it ftfiiK?«rwI, lh«t thii lUlpb wa» married twice Firrt, to Sarah, 
ikuifHtifr of 'I1i#/i«ii» MfKiri*, \ty wium he hod one daughter, and no other iisae. Se- 
niiMlly, Uf HnrnUt HaiigliU'r of lUigcr Tul^e, by whom he appears to have had two sons, 
( hmmiu mimI llttlpli I liiillfigpi* 'lliirre wnt alijo exhibited to me by William Woolridge, Esq. 
froMf l\w lli'«Ulry «f iIm« HUhop's Court of Winchester, the original will of this Ralph, 
iUmmI tlu« Hill of JiHMJf HW>^f Hi which ho devises to his eldest son Ralph, and Betty his 
ivlli'i \\w fcUMi of ^ih. llv gives to his youngest son George, 205 : to his daughter Sarah, 
wllit of .liihii HiiiiiMhTii, ]'/fl, : h« then gives all his estate to his second wife, (after be- 
i|iM«filhllig unmll IrgAcirM t(» ihi) children of his daughter,) in foe simple. As he takes no 
iMiliiin of luiy ollu^r chlhli somn or doughtcrH, it appears tome, it must be necessarily inferred 
hit I1114I nil othifrv, 1111(1 llio more fupcrcially, on the bc(|ucst is so small, that it may be fairly 
pir^initnl, In* llioMfi[ht il nccrMMnry to notice in his will all such children as he had ; this 
will itUo rHiuMly nrcoi'cls with the description of his family in the pedigree of 1689. 

Tliiur wiiM iiUo priKhicrd to nu*, by Mr. John I.»ockyer, the original register of burials 
IVoiii C*hrlitt C'hurchi in lliunpMhins in which parish North Hinton is situate; in this re- 
((liitor tlun^t^ ii m imtry of the burial of this Unl|>h, thus: *< 20th June, 1695, Ralph Hastp- 
Ihgui Kiii|. wiu luiriiHl/* 

To \M'\\\v tliiit Uulph llmtingN, stated in tlie said (letition to have been the eldest son of 
Iho Uiit nbiivt^ Uiilph Ilmitings, (who was the third son of Ralph Hastings, the son of 
llrnrvi) ^m» htn eldest son, that he married and died without issue, there was exhibited to 
ims by Mr. *IWniieiuL the unsigucil iHxligrce of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands; by 
Vi\xW\\ it up|HHiriH he wum rUlest son of Ralph Hastings, and was bom in 1672, and that 
bin M\w wan of North I linton* in the county of Southampton. There was also prodaced 
lo luo (hmi x\w IVerogative Dflkv ot* IXKtors* Coamions, his original will, dated 6th Joly, 
lYi.^% pr\n^Hl by his widow 8d day of IXxvmber, 1706, (who had then married Hioroas 
\\*ilkiu«\ Uy this will he devises his farm of North Hinton to his wife for her life, after 
the \)iN«lh i4' His uuuher ; aud diH>» n\>t nuHition, or otherwise notice, anv child or children 
\\\ h^ >i^dL Ak ihix tann v^' North Hinton appears to me to be the saune bequeathed to 
thi>i lUlph by tlu' will U* hi)^ uncle Cu\u)^ Haaings^ in 1670* he could not have any 
|v«vv to \U vim\ Mnle«» hi' hiHi Mitfcred a recovers* : but it may be fiuily inferred (ran his 
w dk thai h\' dK\) >i^ ith\mt chiUhviK as he doe« not mention any : boc fiutker to show dttia 
h«' dhxi ^ilhxHit i^^H\ ih%HV ^a> aW cxbibited to nio frum the PierQ|;alzfe Office of Doc- 
|\M^' IXhiuih^v an \u%ti\al Act lkx4. of AdministrstioDs by which it ifipesuned, dnt in 
iW Ms^^lh \a Jl«i^\ .171^ '^ Adwmi>ir»tx>ti was i^ranled on the death of Bmt^ dK* 
sv) Ka^^K \ Us4ov^^ U^ her ^vwWKi hift^hamk IVwiaa Wilkifts. c<' the j>oo«k o£Wr ii 
K^ink Ka^^ ) t A^tu^rH ttU*^hiuiu>trt>^^^ U aftay thervtUrv be deemed coKhasm 
Ka^>h Ha»4i^ sUxl %tlh^Hkt tassuKv llmv waa farther pt\>diiceil 10 ne bv >lr. 
iW N^iifiMMd i\^ff«»^r^ w bmnal^ Uvwi i"hrts4 CtMuxtk llaHf»4«w b^ whkh it iffOK^ Aas 
iW K^^ t ha »l^ p >a<to Wma Mii l>eliiih«r. I Wl. 
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To prove that George Hastings, stated in the said petition to have been the second son 
of Ralph Hastings, (who was the third son of Ralph Hastings, the second son of Henry, of 
Woodlands,) was his second son, and that he died without issue, there was exhibited to me 
by Mr. Townsend, from the College of Arms, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, 
of Woodlands, by which it appeared he was second son of this Ralph Hastings, and was 
born in 1676. There was also exhibited to me by Mr. John Lockyer, the original register 
of burials, of Christ Church, from the county of Hampshire, in which there is an entry of 
his burial, thus : " 1 702, buried December 23, Mr. George Hastings." Mr. Townsend 
and Mr. Bell stated to me, that they had respectively searched the r^stry of baptisms,* 
marriages, and burials, of Christ Church, from the year 1682, up to the year 1702, the 
time of the death of the said George Hastings, and could not find the register of the birth, 
or baptism of any person of the natne of Hastings. It is to be observed, that at this pe- 
riod, all persons baptized, married, or buried in North Hinton, were registered in Christ 
Church, there being then no separate register for North Hinton. As this George appears 
from the pedigree of his ancestor, Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, to have been born at 
Hinton, in the vicinity of Christ Church, and to have been buried at the latter place, it is 
to be inferred, had he married, the births of his children, if any, would have been regis- 
tered there; this, together with the fact of his having died in the twenty-sixth year of his 
age, and an administration de bonis non having been granted in July, 1714, to Thomas 
Wilkins, the husband qf Betty, relict of Ralph Hastings, the brother of this George Hast- 
ings, appears to me to CM^tablish the fact of his having died widiout issue, particularly as 
no issue of his has ever been heard of by any of his family, it being now upwards of one 
hundred and fifteen years since his decease. 

To prove that Ferdinando Hastings, stated in the aforesaid petition to have been the 
fourth son of Ralph Hastings, (the son of Henry of Woodlands,) was his fourth son, that 
he married and had issue, there was exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned 
pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, by which it appeared to me, that the said 
Ferdinando Hastings was the fourth son of the said Ralph Hastings ; that he married 
Deborah, the daughter of Richard Flavel, and left issue by her two sons, namely, Fer- 
dinando and Theophilus; and also three daughters, namely, Maria, Elizabeth, and 
Deborah ; and that he was living at Kennington, in the county of Surrey, in the year 
1682. Of this man's death there is no account; but such rights as he had would, of 
course, descend to his issue, and therefore it is only material to trace the births and deaths 
of those descended from him. 

To prove that. Ferdinando Hastings, who is stated in the said petition to have been the 
eldest son of the aforesaid Ferdinando Hastings, was his eldest sou, there was exhibited to 
me, by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, by 
which it appears, he was the eldest son of Ferdinando and Deborah Hastings, and that he 
was born in the year 1672. To prove that he died without issue male, there was exhi- 
bited to me from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons his original will, dated 21st 

* Th« Register was brought by Mr. Lockyer, the Clerk of Christ Cbarcb, to LoodoD, for the purpose of 
bang strictly ezamiiied. 
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dty of December, 1723, with a codicil annexed, dated the 2d of March, 1727, pfoined 29th 
August, 1728, and sealed with the armorial ensign of Hastings, EarU of Hontingdon, he 
derises, first, to his loving daughter, Deborah, one shilling, and all the rest of his pro- 
perty to his wife Elizabeth Hastings ; but by the codicil to his said will, (dated 2d of 
March, 1727,) he bequeaths a sum of two hundred and fifty pounds, then in the hands of 
a Mr. Benjamin Shepherd, to his daughter Deborah, after his wife's decease. As there 
is no mention made, either in the will or codicil, of any other diildren, it is therefore 
fiurly to be inferred he had no others. There was also produced to me from the Pre- 
rogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the original will of £llizabeth Hastings, the relief of 
the said Ferdinando Hastings, dated the 10th of September, 1736, proved in Dec^nber, 
1748, by which she devises to her daughter Deborah, among other property, a bmd from 
the Ri^t Honourable Lady Elisabeth Hastings ; she also mentions rriatives of the name 
of Shepherd, and it is to be observed that her husband, Ferdinando Hastings, mentions a 
Benjamin Shepherd in tlie codicil to his wilL It also appears by the will of this Eliza- 
beth, that their daughter Deborah married a person of the name of Weatherfaead. She 
does not mention any child except Deborah, which is an additional circumstance to prove 
that this Ferdinando and Elizabeth Hastings had no other issue. 

To prove that Theophilu^ who is stated in the said petition to have been the second 
son of Ferdinando Hastings, (who was fourth son of Ralph Hastings, die second son of 
Henry Hastings, of Woodlands,) was his second son, the original unsigned pedigrae of 
Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, was produced by Mr. Townscnd, by which it appears 
that this Theophilus Hastings was the second son of Ferdinando Hastings, and that he 
was bom in 1677. There was also exhibited to me, from die Prerogative Office of Doctors^ 
Ckxnmoos, his original will, dated in 1754, proved 19th November, 1755. In this he 
devises a legacy to his niece Deborah Weatherhead; and a legacy of forty pounds, to be 
divided between his niece's four children at the age of twenty-one; and ** the rest and 
residue of his estates, real and personal, to his executor, to be disposed of as he shall think 
fit;" from which it is to be inferred, that he died without children; and the devise to his 
niece Deborah Weatherhead identifies him to have been the brother of Ferdinando 
Hastings. 

To prove that Henry Hastings, stated in the petition to have been the third son of 
Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, was his third son, that he married, and died without 
leaving male issue, there was exhibited to roe by Mr. Townsend, from the Collq;e of 
Arms, the original Visitation of the county of Leicester, containing the pedigree signed 
by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which it appears, he was the 
third son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, and is thus noticed in the said pedigree: 
^ Henricus Hastings, obijt sine Prole Masculo." There was also produced to roe, by 
Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, by which it 
appears, he was living at Newington, near London, and was thirty-two years (dd in 1623 ; 
that he had married Susanna, the daughter of Kobert Ofiey, and had one only child, a 
daughter. This daughter is described as the only daughter and heir, married to a person 
of the name of Ayliffe; the period of time meant to be referred to as describuig the 
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married daughter must necessarily be a period subsequent to 1623) because as he is 
described as being only of the age of thirty-two, it is almost impossible he should, at that 
period, have a daughter capable of marriage. . 

There was also exhibited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the 
original will of thb Henry Hastings, dated the 29th of September, 1668, and proved in 
October, 1668, following, sealed with the crest of Hastings, Earls of Huntingdon, in which 
he describes himself of Newiugton Butts, in the county of Surrey, and devises an annuity 
to Thomas Wadswortb, his son-in-law ; he devises certain property to his daughter Ann 
Alway, who had married John Alway, and then to his grandchildren, and gives as a 
reason for giving her no more, ^ that he had given her and her husband a fortune in the 
life-time of her own mother, and that before his marriage with Catherine, his then present 
wife, he had given John Alway, his son-in-law, 2000/.^* It is evident, therefore, that this 
Henry Hastings bad two wives; that Ann Alway was the daughter of the first, and 
Thomas Wadsworth's wife daughter of the second, who it is probable died prior to the 
date of this will, as the devise is to Thomas Wadsworth himself, and not to the daughter. 
From this will it must be inferred, that the testator had no sons and no grandchildren, 
except by his daughter Ann Alway ; and though the daughter in the unsigned pedigree of 
Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, who is described, ** filia unica et haeres," by the name of 
Auliffi?, instead of Alway, yet I think it is apparent the name was mistaken, as it is clear 
by the will the daughter's name viras Alway, and there is no doubt of the will being the 
will of this Henry Hastings. There was also produced to me, from the Prerogative Office 
of Doctors' Commons, the original wUl of Catherine Hastings, who deseribes herself of 
Melton Mowbray, widow, late wife of Henry Hastings, of Newington Butts, dated in 
IGMj proved in 1691 ; she devisee to Mr. Thomas Alway, her late husband's grandchild^ 
a l^^acy, and also to her nephews and nieces of her own family ; she makes no mention of 
any children of her husband either by his first wife or by herself, and it therefore proves, 
she had no children then living by her husband Henry Hastings, and confirms the 
inference, that he had none by his first wife, except his daughter married to Alway, to 
whose son Thomas she bequeaths the legacy as her husband's grandchild. 

To prove that William Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hast- 
ings to have been the fourth son of Henry Hastings, was his fourth son, that he married 
and had issue, there was exhibited to me^ by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree signed by 
Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which it appears, this William 
Hastings was fourth son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, and he is thus noticed: 
^ WilHdmus Hastings, Clericus," with the mark of an arrow, which Mr. Townsend stated 
to me denotes that he bod issue. There was also produced to me, by Mr. Townsend, the 
unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, by which it appears that this William was fourth 
son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, and twenty-four years of age in 1622: in this 
unsigned pedigree he is also described as ^ Willielmus Hastings de . . • in com . . Cle- 
ricus:" he is described to have married Ann, dttbghter of Gabriel Cracknel], of* Oxford, 
Mid to have had issue by her five sons, namely, Henry, William, Francis, Edward, and 
Beojamin. Theve was ala^ eahibited to rae^ from the Rpeidgative Office of DoM^' Com- 
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mons, the original will of his widow, Ann Hastings, dated in 1671, and proved in 1672,' 
and sealed with the crest of Hastings, Earls of Huntingdon ; she describes herself a widow, 
and gives to her son Henry Hastings, and tp Mary and Ann, his daughters, ten shillings 
each ; to her own daughters, and their daughters, legacies ; " to Gabriel the son of her 
late son William, deceased," a legacy and five pounds in money; then gives legacies to 
one Hooper, who had married one of her daughters ; gives to ^* Francis, the son of her 
late son Francis, deceased," a spoon ; and to Ann, his sister, a specific legacy ; also gives 
to her son Benjamin a ring ; and to his son Henry, a bowl ; the rest and residue to 
'^ Benjamin, and to Dorothy, and to Catherine, part and part alike;" and appoints Ben- 
jamin sole executor. On comparing this will with the unsigned pedigree of Henry 
Hastings, of Woodlands, which is entered in the original Visitation Book, containing the 
pedigree of the Earls of Huntingdon, signed by Theophilus, the seventh Earl, in 1688, 
they agree in all respects, save that this will does not mention Edward, her jfburth son, 
who is stated in the pedigree to have died ^' sine Prole;" and it appears by the admi- 
nistration granted of his effects, produced to me, and subsequently mentioned, that he 
died before his mother, which is a reason for not mentioning him in the will. 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings 
to have been the eldest son of William Hastings, (the fourth son of Henry of Wood- 
lands,) was his eldest son, and that he died without issue male, there was exhibited 
to me, by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodland^ 
which states, that he was the eldest son of William Hastings, and that he had settled in 
Dublin in 1682, and then had only two daughters ; these daughters are mentioned in the 
will of his mother, Ann Hastings, (which is dated in October, 1671$ and proved in 1672>) 
thus : ^^ I bequeath to my son Henry, and his daughters Mary and Ann, ten shillings 
each," from which it may be fairly inferred, that in 1672, he had only two daughters. 
There was also exhibited to me by Mr. Bell, the affidavit of William Jameson, of the city 
of Dublin, Solicitor, which appears to have been sworn before the Lord Chief Justice of 
the King's Bench, of Ireland, on the 5th day of May, 1818, and which states that he, the 
said William Jameson, made strict search in Ireland, for deeds, wills, and administrations, 
of this Henry Hastings, and that no trace could be found of him. It is therefore fair to 
presume, that, in 1671, this Henry had no son, or such son would have been noticed- by 
Ann Hastings, his mother, who mentions his daughters, and names her respective grand- 
phildren by all her other sons; and by the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands, it appears, this Henry had only two daughters in 1682; and if he had any 
son or sons, it is fairly to be inferred they would have been mentioned in it, as well as the 
son of his brother William, namely, Gabriel, who appears to have died in 1689, and 
Francis, the son of his brother Francis, who died in 1682; it appears to me^ therefore, to 
be sufficiently proved, that this Henry Hastings died without issue male. 

To prove that William, who is stated in the aforesaid petition to have been the second 
son of William Hastings, (the fourth son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands,) was his 
second son, and that he married and left issue, the imsigned pedigree of Hairy Hastings, 
of Woodlands, was produced by ^r. Townsen^ by which it appears, be was the second 
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8<m dt William Hastings, the fburdi am of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands f that he 
married Rebecca Piifidd, and left iisde one son, Oabriel Hastings, There was also 
exhibited to me from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the original will of his 
mother, Ann Hastings, before stated, dated in 1671, and proved in 1672, by which it 
Uppeared to me that he had died prefviotis to 1671, and had left issue one son, Gabriel 
Hastings, inasmuch as she bequeaths a legacy in these terms : ** To Oabriel, the son of 
my late son William, deceased/' 

To prove that Gabriel, who is stated in the said petition to have been the only son of 
William Hastings, was his only son, and that he died widiout issne, there was exhibited 
to mej by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, in 
which he is thus noticed : *^ Gabriel Hastings, Clericus, obijt Ccdebs, 1689 ;" and it also 
appears, by the said pedigree, that he was the son of William Hastings, and Rebecca, his 
wife. There was further produced to me, finom the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Com* 
mons, the original will of bis grandmother, Ann Hastings, beibre stated, dated in 
October, 1671, and proved in 1672, in which he is mentioned as << the son of her late son 
William, deceased ;" and there was also exhibited to nfie from the said Prerogative Office^ 
die original will of this Gabriel Hastings, dated the SOth December, 1689, and proved in 
1690; he describes himself Chaplain to the Colonel Hastings's regiment; devises his real 
lands and tenements in West Knigton, to his mother Rebecca Willard, and to the use of 
her will, and in default of her will, to Mr. Henry HasUngs, Poor Knight of Windsor. 
After giving certain small legacies to another person, he gives the residue to his mother, 
and appoints Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon, aaid the HonouYHble Colonel Hastings, 
his executors. From this will, it must be presumed he had neither wife nor children, 
and it corresponds with the pedigree of his ancestbr, Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, 
and his descendants, which appears to be finally completed in 1689, and in which he is 
described as '< Clericus, obijt Codebs, 1689.'* 

To prove that Francis Hastings, who is stated in said petition to have been the third 
s6n of William Hastings (who was fourth son of Henry Hastmgs, of Woodlands,) was 
his third son, that he married and left issue, there w^s exhibited to me^ by Mr. Townsend, 
the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, so often refi»*red to, by which it 
^kjlpears, he was third son of William Hastings, and Ann, his wife; that he had married 
Ann Arnold, and had issue one son, namely, ^^ Francis.^ There was also produced to 
me from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Coihmdns, the original will of his mother, 
Ann Hastings, dated in October, 1671 j and proved in 1672, irheirein she describes him as 
her ^* late son Francis, deceased," and mentions his son Francis, her grandchild. There 
was also exhibited to me, from the aforesaid Prerogative Office, an original Act Book of 
Administraticms, for the year 1668, by which it appeared to me, that in the said year, 
administration was granted to Ann Hastings, his widow, described as *^ the relict of 
Francis tiastings, of Islington, in the county of Dorset." 

To prove that Francis Hastings, who is stated in said petition to have been the only 
ion of this last moitioned Francis Hastings, (the third son of William Hastings,) was his 
only son, and that he died without issue, the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of 
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Woodlands, was again produced by Mr. Townsend, by which it appears, be was only son 
of Francis Hastings, and he is thus mentioned in the said pedigree : ** Frandscus Hast- 
ings, obijt Coelebs, 1682." The original will of his grandmother, Ann Hastings, was 
again produced to me, dated in October, 1671 > and proved in 1672, in which he is'm^d- 
tioned as ** the son of her late son Francis, deceased." There was further exhibited to 
me, from the Prerogative Office of Doct9rs' Conmions, an original Administration Act 
Book, for the year 1682, by which it appeared to me, that administration was granted to 
Robert Squibb, of the goods of Ann Hastings, as the guardian of Francis, the natural and 
lawful brother of Ann Hastings, late of Islington, but last of Bridport, in the county c£ 
Dorset. She, Ann Hastings, to whom this Robert Squibb administered, is mentioned^ 
in the will of her grandmother, Ann Hastings, dated in 1671, as the daughter of her son 
Francis, which confirms the identity, though she is not mentioned in the unsigned 
pedigree. And there was also produced to me, from the Prerogative Office of JDoctors' 
Commons, the original will of this Francis Hastings; son of Francis Hastings, the grand- 
son of William, and great-grandson of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, dated the 29th of 
January, 1682, proved 20th February, 1683, in which he devises to his aunt Frances 
Squibb, to his cousin Robert Squibb, and to a servant of his master, each, a l^acy, and 
appoints his cousin Robert Squibb, executor. He made this will under age, and it proves 
he had neither wife or child, and it agrees with the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, 
of Woodlands, which states, that this Francis died *^ Coelebs in 1682." 

To prove that Edward Hastings, who is stated in said petition to have been the fourth 
son of William Hastings, (the fourth son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands,) was his 
fourth son, and that he died without issue^ there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, 
the unsigned pedigree before described, by which it appears, he was the fourth son of 
William Hastings, and he is thus noticed: ^* Edvardus Hastings, obijt sine Prole." 
There was also exhibited to me by John Tregonwell King, Esquire, Register of the 
Archdeaconry of Blandford, in the county of Dorset, an original bond, dated in Sep- 
tember, 1671, (there being no Act Book of Administrations kept,) by which it appears, 
administration was granted to Henry Hastings and Benjamin Hastings, as administrators 
of <^ Edward Hastings, late of Puddletown;" his moth^, Ann Hastings, does not name 
him in her will, dated in October, 1671, he being dead, nor any children of his, thoi^ 
she names the children of her other deceased sons : it is therefore fairly to be inferred (as 
he is stated in the pedigree of 1689 to have died << sine Prole;" and as his brothers Henrj 
and Benjamin obtained administration of his effiscts,) that he did die without issue. 

To prove that Benjamin Hastings, who is stated in said petition to have been the fifth 
son of William Hastings, (who was fourth son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands,) married 
and left issue one son, the original Visitation of 1682, conta^ing the unsigned pedigree 
of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, was again exhibited by Mr. Townsend, by which it 
appeared, that this Benjamin Hastings was the fifth son of William Hastings, the son of 
Henry, of Woodlands, and that he married Ann Browne, by whom he had one son, 
Henry. The original will of his mother, Ann Hastings, dated in October, 1671» and 
proved in 1672, was again referred to^ in which she gives a specific legacy to her son 



REPORT OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 347 

Benjamin ; and to his son Henry a bowl ; and appoints her son Benjamin her sole ex- 
ecutor ; he is described in the pedigree of his ancestor, Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, 
as " of Bridport, in the county of Dorset." It also appeared to me, that careful search 
had been made in the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, and in the respective 
courts of the diocese of Bristol; at Blandford, and Winbome, in Dorsetshire; at the 
Bishops' Court of Sarum, from the year 1660 to the year 1740; at that of the Dean of 
Salisbury; the Subdean; the Archdeaconry of Sarum; the Archdeaconry of Wilts; the 
Dean and Chapter of Wilts; at the Treasurer's office of the same; and at the Pre- 
centor's of the same; at the court of the Dean and Canons of Windsor; at the Archie 
deaoonal Jurisdictions ; and at the Prebendal Jurisdictions of Wiltshire^ for wills of the 
said Benjamin Hastings, and his son Henry Hastings, without effect ; and search was also 
made in the said respective courts for administrations granted to the said Benjamin, or to 
the effects of his son Henry, but no wills or administrations could be found. It also 
appeared to me that search had been made in the Bishop and Archdeacon's Courts of 
Oxford, and in the Archdeaconries of Abingdon and Reading, in Berkshire, from the 
year 1670 to 1700, but no will or administration could be found of the said Benjamin, or 
Henry Hastings. It also appeared to me that a further search was made in the Bishop's 
Court of Winchester, and in the peculiar courts of the same place, for the wills of the said 
Benjamin and Henry Hastings, from the year 1603 to the year 1760, but without eSetL 
It is therefore to be inferred, that if the said Benjamin Hastings made a will it never was 
proved, as appears from the foregoing searches, which were made in every county where 
there was even the slightest likelihood of finding the same; and it was stated to me by 
Mr. Beli, that the Bishop's Court in Oxford had been searched, because Ann Hastings, 
the mother of the said Benjamin Hastings, is stated to have been the daughter of Gabriel 
Cracknell, of that city, thereby affording a possibility that the said Benjamin Hastings 
had settled there. There was exhibited to me, by Mr. John Curme, the Paridi 
Clerk, of Bridport, in the county of Dorset, (of which place Benjamin Hastings is 
described to be,) the original register of burials <^ that parish, in which there is the 
following entry : *' 1680 : October, Benjamin Hastings was buried, 22d day." 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the said petition to have been the only 
son of Benjamin Hastings, was his only son, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Town- 
send, the original Visitation, containing the unsigned pedigree of Henry Hastings, of 
Woodlands, by which he is described as the son of Benjamin Hastings, and he is thus 
noticed in the said pedigree: ** Henricus Hastings obijt Ccelebs, 1689." Tj^ere was also 
produced to me the original will of his grandmother, Ann Hastings, from the Prerogative 
Office of Doctors' Commons, datal in October, 1671, and proved in September, 1672, in 
which she makes the following bequest: *^ Item : I give to my sonne Benjamin my sealed 
ring; and to his sonne Henry, my little silver bowle and my wedding ring;" and he is the 
only child of her son Benjamin notioed or named; and if Benjamin had had any other 
childr^ it may be foirly inferred she would have named them, as she mentions all sudi 
of herKraudchildren, both by her aons and daugbtenr of whose existence there is any 
evidence. It app^rs thut strict seardi was madb for a will of this Henry Hastings, in the 
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respective courts herein set forth, namety, in the Prerogative Office of Doctors* ComiiMmi; 
in the court of the Bishop of London; in Bristol ; in Blandford, and Winbome, in Donel$ 
in Winchester, in Hampshire; in Salisbury; in Oxford; in Abingdon, .in Bericshire^ 
without efiect, and no will could be found, nor any administration to any eflfects of whidi 
he may have died possessed. Mr. John Curme^ the Parish Clerk of Bridport, in the 
county of Dorset, produced to me the original raster book of buriab of that pariaby 
before stated, in order to examine whether there was any entry of the burial of thb 
Henry Hastings, in this book : there is an entry of the burial of Henry Hastings, the son 
of Benjamin Hastings, buried 23d day of June, 1668 ; this, however, eenid not be tlio 
Henry in question, for he is stated in the pedigree as d}*ing in 1689, and his grandmother 
recognizes him as living in the year 1671» when she bequeathed the specific legacy to him) 
but though there be no register of this Henry's burial, yet as no trace is to be found of 
any marriage by, or any descendant from him, I think it is fairly to be presumed, that the 
Visitation produced by Mr. Townsend is correct, namely, that this Henry died a baoheiqr 
in 1689. 

To prove that Francis Hastings, who is stated to have been the fifth son of Henry 
Hastings, of Woodlands, was his fifth son, and that he died without issue, there was 
exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the original Visitation of the county of Leicester, 
containing the pedigree, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 168^ in 
which this Francis is thus mentioned : *^ Franciscus Hastings obgl sine Prole;** and by 
this pedigree it also iq)pears, he was the fifth son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands. 

There was also produced to me, by Mr. Townsend, the unsigned pedigree <tf 1689, so 
often referred to, by which it also appears, that the said Francis was fiMi son of Henry 
Hastings, of Woodlands, and in it he b thus noticed : ^' Fhmciscus Hastings, set. SS, ana^ 
162S, ob. sine Prole." Of the existence or death of this Francis Hastings, there is no 
other evidence, as no trace can be found of him in any deed, will, or other instrument^ 
executed by any member of his family; nor has any issue of his ever been heard of: this^ . 
tc^ther with the fiict of its being now upward of one hundred and fifty years since hia 
decease, appears to me conclusive, that the pedigree, signed by the Eari of Huntingdon, in 
1683, is correct, when it states diat this Fhmcjs Hastings died without issue. 

The evidence thus produced on the part of the Petitioner^ if correct aud unknpeached/ 
proves, that all the male descendants of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, the second son of 
George, the fourth Earl of Huntingdon, are dead without issue. The consequence of tbk 
would be, tl^t the male issue of Sir Edward Hastings, the third son of Creorge^ foorth 
Earl, would be entitfed, if any sach existed; but it has already been proved, that this Sir 
Edward Hastings died unmarried, and without issue. Tie next branch, whose male 
descendants would be entitled were any such in existence, would be William Hastings, th# 
third son of IVancis, the second Earl, and brother of Henry, the third, and Oeoi^ the 
fourth Earls of Huntingdon, but it has already appeared that this William died without 
issue. Hans Francis Has^gs, the petitioner, claims to be the eldest lineal male desoend^ 
ant of Sir Eidward Hastings, the fourth son of Fhmois, second Earl «f Hnntingdoiit «nd 
brother of Henxy, the third, and Oeorg^ the fourth, Earls of Huntingdon; and in order to 
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prove tb«t thia Sir Exlward Hasdngi was the fourth ton of Francis, second Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, and the ancestor of the said Petitioner, the fbllovring evidence was hid be- 
fore me* 

There was exhibited to me, from the College of Arms, the original Visitation of the 
coon^ of Leicester, containing the pedigree of the Earls of Huntingdon, compiled in 
1668f and signed by Theophilos, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, the same year, by which 
it appears, that Francis, the second Earl of Huntingdon, had six sons, namely, Henry, his 
ddest son, who succeeded as third Earl of Huntingdon^ and died without issue; George, 
his second sosi, who succeeded his brother Henry as fourth Earl of Huntingdon, and 
whose descendants are contended by the Petitioner to be extinct by the evidence already 
adduced; William, his third son, who is stated in the above mentioned pedigree as 
^* Willelmus obijt Coelebs;" and Sir Edward, his fourth son, from whom the Petitioner, 
Hans Francis Hastings, statea be has lineally descended. This pedigree, signed by Theo- 
philus, seventh Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, shows that Sir Edward Hastings was the 
fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, (who was eldest son and heir of 
Ocorge^ first Earl of Huntingdon ;) that he was of the AU)ey of Leicester, and married 
Barbara Devereux, relict of Edward Cave; and that he had issue by her two sons, namely. 
Sir Henry Hastings, his eldest son, who married; and Walter, his second son, who is 
stated in the said pedigree to have died *^ sine FrcleJ* There was also exhibited to me, 
by Mr. Townsend, from the CoU^f^e of Arms, sn ordinal Visitation of the county of 
Leicester, taken in 1681, by Thomas May, Chester, and Gregory King, Rouge Dragon, 
by virtue of a deputation and warrant from Sir Henry St. George^ Oareoceux King of 
Arms; and signed by a Henry Hastings, wbo^ by the pedigree contained in such Visitation, 
appears to have been the great-grandson of Sir Edward Hastings; and by this pedigree it 
also appeared, that this Sir Edward Hastings, Knight, was fourth son of Frands, second 
Eari of Huntingdon ; that he married Barbara, daugliter of Sir William Devereux, 
Knight,' a younger son of Walter, Viscount Hereford ; an5l wido^ of Edward Cave^ 
Esquire; and tliat be died in 1603, having had issue by his said wife two sons, namely, 
Henry Hastings and Walter Hastings. There was also produced to me, by the Reverend 
William McDowell, Vicar of Ashby-de-k-Zouch, in the county of Leicester, the original ^ 
r^istry of burials from Ashby«de»la-Zouch, in which there sppaun the burial of Sir Ed- 
ward Hastings in the $»)lowing terms: *^ 160S, Sir Edward Hastings, Knight, buried 
Jan. M." There was also exhibited to me by the Reverend George Birdey Mitchell, 
Rector of the parish of St» Mary's, in Leicester, an orijginal registry book, containing 
entries of all christenings, weddings, and burials, of that parish, and which appears to 
have been bought by John Webster and Robert Brustel, Churchwardens, in anno 1601. 
In this book, the baptisms, marriages, and burials of 1600, which had taken place before 
the book was bought, are entered separate^ and so in 1601; bat in 160S, they are inter- 
mixed according as the events of baptism^ marriage, or burial, happened, and so entered 
from time to time. I» this book, there is an entry of a licence to Lady Barbara Hastings, 
<tfthe Newark, to eat flesh ia Lent oa account of her great age: it is dated in 1618. This 
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Lady Barbara, it is presumed, from the name of Barbara Hastings, was the relict of Sir 
Edward Hastings, and from the entry she appears to have been very old. 

To prove that Sir Henry Hastings, Knight, who is stated in the petition of Hans 
Francis Hastings, to have been the eldest son of Sir Edward Hastings, was his eldest son, 
there was exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree signed by Theophilus, seventh 
Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682, by which it appears, that Henry Hastings, Knight, was the 
eldest son of Sir Edward Hastings, who was fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, the son and heir of George, the first Earl of Huntingdon, and he is thus described 
in the said pedigree : ^* Henricus Hastings, Mil. acquisivit Humberston in com. Leic^ 
and is stated to have married '^ Mabel, fil. Anthony Faunt, de Foston, in com. Leic Amu'' 
It also appears by the said pedigree, that this Henry left issue four sons, of whom a Henry 
Hastings appears to have been the eldest There was further exhibited to me^ by Mp 
Townsend, from the College of Arms, the original Visitation of the county of Leicester, 
containing the pedigree of Sir Edward Hastings, compiled in 1681, and signed by Henry 
Hastings, the grandson of Sir Henry, and great-grandson of Sir Edward Hastings, in 
which the said Sir Henry Hastings is thus noticed: ** Sir Henry Hastings, Knight^ 
bought Humberston, in county Leicester, and died an/' and is stated to have married 
^^ Mabel, daughter of Anthony Faunt, of Fauston, in the count^ of Leicester, Esquire;" and 
it also appears by this pedigree, that Sir Henry Hastings was the eldest son of Sir Edward 
Hastings, and Barbara, his wife, (and that Sir Edward was fourth son of Francis, second 
Earl of Huntingdon;) tliat he Sir Henry left issue four sons, of whom a Henry Hastings was 
the eldest Thus the pedigree of the Earls of Huntingdon, signed by Theophilus, seventh 
Earl of Huntingdon, in 1682; and this pedigree <^ Sir Edward Hastings, signed by 
Henry Hastings, his great-grandson, in 1681, exactly correspond in their account of 
their respective descents. There was also produced to me, by the Reverend George 
Mitchell, the original register of burials, of the parish of Saint Mary's, in Leicester, in 
which there is an entry of the burial of Mabel, the wife of Sir Henry Hastings, in these 
terms: *^ 1618, Mabel, wife of Sir Henry Hastings, buried October 6." 

To prove that Henry Hastings, stated in the said petition to have been the eldest son 

of Sir Henry Hastings, was his eldest son, that he married and left issue, the original 

Visitation, containing the pedigree of the Earls of Huntingdon, signed by Earl Theophilus 

in 1682, was again produced by Mr. Townsend, in which it appears, that this Henry 

Hastings was the eldest son of Sir Henry Hastings, and Mabel his wife. There was also 

exhibited to me by Mr. Townsend, tlie original Visitation, containing the pedigree of Sir 

Edward Hastings, signed by Henry Hastings in 1681, by which it appears, this Henry 

Hastings was the eldest son of Sir Henry HasUngs and Mabel ; that he married Jane 

Goodall, and is thus described in said pedigree: ^* Henry Hastings, of Humberstcm, in 

Co. Leic. Esq. ob. circ anno 1656, buried at Humberston," and he is described to have 

married Jane Goodall, thus : ^ Jane, daughter of— — • — Goodall, of Belgrav^ in Co. Leic 

Gent, buried at Humberston.'' He is also therein described to have had five sons ; namdy, 

Henry Hastings, his eldest son, who appears to have signed his pedigree in the original 
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Visitation Book in 1681; Walter, bis second son; Richard, his third son; and Ferdi- 
nando and Edward, his fourth and' fifth sons. There was also exhibited to me, by the 
Reverend John Dadley, Vicar of Humberston, the original registry of burials of this Vi- 
carage, in which was entered the burial of this Henry Hastings, in the following terms : 
** 1654, Henry Hastings buried February 2S." 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the said {petition to have been the 
eldest son of Henry Hastings, and Jane his wife, was their eldest son, and that he married 
and died without leaving issue, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the pedigree 
of Sir Edward Hastings, of 1681, signed by this Henry Hastings, in which he is thus 
described : ** Henry Hastings, of Humberston, in Com. Leic Esq. »t. circa 37, ann. I68I9 
the next male branch to the Earls of Huntingdon, after the descendants of Hen. Hast- 
ings, of Woodlands, second son to George, Earl of Huntingdon : he was bom 22d March 
164S.'' It is to be observed, that in the pedigree, he states himself to be about thirty- 
seven years of age^ and to have been bom 22d March, 1643 : in the register of his baptism 
he appears to have been baptized in 1642, on the 22d of March. There appears to be no 
doubt of the identity of the person, and therefore it appears to me, he must have mistaken 
the year of his birth. His marriage with Pentecost, daughter of Edmund Smalley, of 
Leicester, is also stated. In the pedigree signed by himself, no issue of his is mentioned ; 
though the issue of his brother Walter are noticed. From this circumstance, it must be 
presumed he had no issue at the time the pedigree was signed in 1681. There was also 
produced to me, by the Kev. John Dudley, the original register of baptisms of Humber- 
ston, in which the baptism of this Henry is thus entered : *^ 1642, Henry Hastings, son of 
Mr. Henry Hastings, and Mrs. Jane his wife, baptized March 22d.'' There was also 
exhibited to me, by John Stodcdale Hardy, Esq. Proctor, the original will of this 
Henry Hastings, which Mr. Hardy produced ft-om the Diocesan Court of Leicester; it is 
dated 28th of January, 1692, and proved in 1697. He devises ^ all his worldly estate, of 
what kind soever, both real and personal, to his wife Pentecost, and makes her sole Execu- 
trix, ft'om which it is to be presumed^ that he had no issue at the time of his death, and as 
there is no trace of any issue, I think it is to be presumed that he never had any. 

To prove that Walter Hastings, who is stated in the said petition to have been the 
second son of Henry Hastings, of Humberston, was his second son, that he married and 
left issue one son and two daughters, there was also exhibited to me, by Mr. ToWnsend, 
the pedigree of Sir Edward Hastings, of 1681, and signed by Henry Hastings, the 
eldest brother of this Walter; by which ic appears, he was second son of Henry Hastings 
and Jane his wife, and that he married Hannah, the daughter of Edmund Craddock, of 
Leicester, and he is thus described in said pedigree, *^ Walter Hastings, of Rempston, in 
CO. Nott. set circ. 36. an. 1681, bom 10th May, 1645. "It also appeared he had one son, 
Henry Hastings,. and two daughters. There was also produced to me^ by the Rev. John 
Dudley* the original roister of b^tisms from Humberston, in which there is an entry o^ 
hb baptism thus : " Anno Dom. 1644, Mr. Walter Hastings, son of Mr. Henry Hastings, 
and Mrs. Jane his wife^ biqstized May 12th.'' The same mistake seems to have been 
made in the pedigree as to the year of Walter^s Inrth, as I have before noticedi as to the 
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ycfar of the birth of Henry. The exact time of his death has iK>t been ascertained^ nor 
where he was buried, but there is no trace of his having any other than Henry, who ia 
described as his son in the pedigree of 168 h 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the said petiticm to hate been the only 
son of Walter Hastings, was his only son, and died Without erer haying been married, 
there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Townsend, the original Visitation, containing the pedi- 
gree of Sir Edward Hastings, of 16B1, signed by Henry Hastings his unde^ idiich states^ 
that he was the son of Walter Hastings and Hannah his wife, and that he had two naters, 
namely, Jane and Ann Hastings. It was stated to m^ that this Henry Hastings was of Castle 
Ponnington, and tliat he dkd a bapbelor at Loughborough, in the county of XAcester, 
in ihe year 17.53. To prove which, Mr. Bell produced to me the affidavit of John Barlow, 
of Loughborough, in the county of Leicester, Gentleman, who states himsdf to be in the 
seventy-eighth year of his age, and who swears, he knew Henry Hastings, Gentleman, 
who was buried at Loughborough, in 1753, and that be had not long resided at Loughbo- 
rough before his death : knew him to be a relation of the late Francis, Earl of Hunting- 
don, and that he died, as it was reputed and understood, a bachelor ; by which he meant 
that he had never been married. Mr. Bell also laid before me the affidavit of a Mr. 
Robert Blunt, who^ at the time of his swearing the affidavit states, that he was within a 
few days of being seventy-six years of age, and saith he knew Henry Hastings, Gentle- 
man, who died at Loughborough, in 1753; that the said Htenry Hastings resided with- 
one Mr. Henry Holbrook, who was an eminent Snrgeon, in Loaghborougb, at that timc^ 
and to whom, as the deponent believes, the said Henry Hastingi came for medical asnstp 
ance ; and that it was generally unders^tood, the said Henry Hastings was a relation of the 
late Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, and was a bachelor; and the deponent further states, 
that the death of the said Henry Hastings, and his being a bachdor, are strongly impressed 
on his mind, by the reason of the deponent frequently enjoying the diversion of a&f^ing, in 
the company of the said Henry Hastings, on which occaaioiis he had frequency heard 
the said Surgeon Holbrook call the said Henry Hastings and speak of him as ^ our old 
bachelor ;" and that be has crflen heard the same expressions made use of by the house- 
keeper aod other servants of the said Mr. Holbrook, and that he recollects the coffin of 
the said Henry Hastings. 

There was also exhibited to m^ by the Reverend Richa^ Hardy, Rector of Loughbo- 
rough, the original registry of burials of Loughborough, in the county of Leicester, in 
which there is the following entry of the burial of the said Henry Hastings; ** 175S, 
Henry Hastings, Gent, buried Dec. 26." As it appears no issue of this Henry Hastings 
has ever been heard of, and the reputation of the county of Leicester being universal that 
he died a bachelor, it is to be inferred, he left no issue. 

To prove that Richard Hastings, who is stated in the said petitkni to have been the 
third son of Henry Hastings, of Humberston, and Jane his wife» was his third mm, that 
he was grandson of Sir Henry Hastings, and great grandson of Sir Edward Hastmgs, 
who was fourth son of Francis, second Earl of Huntingdon, there was exhibited to me^ 
by Mr« Townsend, the original Yisilation, . containing the pedigree of Sir Edward 
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Hastings, signed by Henry Hastings, the eldest brother of this Richard Hastings, in the 
year 1681, by which it appears, he was the third son of Henry Hastings, of HomberstCMi, 
and Jane his wife; tliat he was liring unmarried in 1G81, tlien aged about thirty-five years* 
There was also produced to me, by the Rev. John Dudley, the original registry of 
baptisms from Humberston, in which there is this entry of his baptism : ** 1645, Richard 
Hastings, son of Mr. Henry Hastings, Esq. baptized 5th May." It is stated in the peti- 
tion, that this Richard Hastings married Sarah Sleath, by whom he had issue one son, 
Henry Hastings; that Sarah his wife died in 1707, and he in 1714. To prove which, 
there was exhibited to me, by the Rev. Robert Johnson, the Rector, the original register 
of burials of Lutterworth, in the county of Leicester, in which there is an entry of the 
burial of the wife of this Richard Hastings, tlms: *^ 1707, Sarah, wife of Richard Hast- 
ings, was buried 7th Dec" There was idso laid before me, by Mr. Bell, an extract from 
the original registry of burials at Welford, in the county of Northampton, made by him- 
self by which it appears, this Richard Hastings was buried on the SOth October, 1714, 
and this extract is certified to be correct by the Rev. John Ferraby, Vicar of Welford, 
and to have been compared with the original register by Mr. Bell, and William Jameson, 
in the presence of Mr. Ferraby; the original registry could not be produced to me, as the 
Vicar refused to attend me with it. This document, however, is not very material, as it 
could only prove the date of the death of Richard, who was bom ih 1645 : the time of the 
death would equally be proved by lapse of time. His death however, and the time about 
which it took place, is shown by his original will, which was exhibited to me, by William 
Gates, Esq. Proctor of the Diocesan Court of Northampton. This original will of this 
Richard Hastings, is dated 20th October, and proved 17th December, 1714, in which he 
describes himself as Richard Hastings, of Welford, in the county of Northampton, Gentle- 
man, and devises all and singular his messuages, cottages, lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments whatsoever, with their appurtenances, lying and being in Welford, and in Lutter- 
worth, and in Husbands Bosworth, in the county of Leicester, and elsewhere, in the king- 
dom of Great Britain, ^^ unto my only son Henry Hastings, and his heirs and assigns for 
ever/' and gives unto his said son Henry Hastings, all his goods, chattels, and personal 
estate whatsoever; appoints his loving friends Edward Harold, and Robert Judd, joint 
executors, during the minority of his said son Henry Hastings, and to be his guardians 
and trustees during such minority. This will and the probate, therefore, show that he 
died between the 20th October and 17th December, 1714, and that he left only one son. 

That Hcfnry Hastings, stated in the said petition to have been the only son of Richard 
Hastings, was his only son, appears by his father's will above stated ; and there was also 
exhibited to me, the original raster of baptisms from the parish of Lutterworth, in the 
county of Leicester, by Mr. Richard Mills, Clerk of the said parish, in which there is this 
entry of the baptism of the said Henry Hastings: *< 1701, Henry Hastings, the son of 
Richard Hastings, baptized May 22d." 

To prove that this Henry Hastings married and left issue, the original register of the 
parish of Lutterworth last mentioned was produced, in which there is an entry of the mar- 
riage of the said Henry Hastings with Elisabeth Hods(m, which agrees with the aCatement 
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in the said petition : the entry is thus: ** 1727, Henry Hastings, and Elizabeth Hudson, 
both of Lutterworth, married Nov. 7." And in the same registry there was exhibited to 
me the entry of his burial, which is thus: ^' 1786, Henry Hastings, buried Oct. 10th." 
The petition also states, that the said Henry Hastings had by Elizabeth Hastings, his wife, 
three sons, namely, Theophilus Henry Hastings, George Hastings, and Ferdinando 
Hastings, who died of a decline in the Hth year of his age. 

To prove that Theophilus ilenry Hastings, who is stated in said petition to hare been 
the eldest son of Henry Hastings and Elizabeth his wife, was his eldest son, and that he 
died without issue, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Richard Mills, the original register 
of baptisms from Lutterworth aforesaid, in which there appears this entry of his baptism : 
" 1728, Theophilus Henry, the son of Henry Hastings, baptized October the 7th." There 
was also laid before me an affidavit, sworn by George Needham, who states himself to be 
of Belton, in the county of Leicester, Gentleman, and to be about fifty-three years of age, 
and states, that he is the son of Thomas Needham, of Lutterworth, by Sarah his wife, who 
was one of the daughters of Henry Hastings, late of Lutterworth ; that the said Henry 
Hastings was his grandfather, and that he was intimately acquainted with him for the last 
twenty-one years of his life. The deponent further saith, that the said Henry Hastings 
had issue by Elizabeth Hastings his wife, (whose maiden name was Hudson,) three sons 
and two daughters, and that he died in or about the year 1786 ; that of the three sons 
of the said Henry Hastings, Theophilus Henry Hastings was the eldest son, that he was a 
Clergyman, Rector of Great and Little Leke, in the county of Nottingham, that he mar- 
ried Elizabeth Warner, when he, the said Theophilus Henry Hastings was upwards of 
seventy years of age, and' that the said Elizabeth "Warner was, at the time of such mar- 
riage, fifty years old, as the deponent heard and believes; that the said Theophilus 
Henry Hastings had been married twice, but died without leaving issue by either of his 
said wives, as he the deponent has always heard and believes ; that the said Theophilus 
Henry Hastings was the deponent's uncle, and that he was well acquainted with him : 
states that he also knew Colonel George Hasdngs, the second son of Henry Hastings, 
and Elizabeth his wife ; that he heard and believes, that he married and had issue by 
Sarah his wife, four sons, of whom Francis, the eldest, died at the age of six years, as he 
the deponent has always understood from the parents of the said Francis, and other mem- 
bers of his family : says he was well acquainted with his cousins Henry Hastings, and Fer- 
dinando Hastings, (the second and third sons of his uncle George,) who died without ever 
having been married, to the best of the deponent's knowledge and belief; and says that 
Hans Francis Hastings, the fourth and youngest son of his uncle George Hastings, is now, 
as he the deponent has heard and believes, claiming the Earldom of Huntingdon ; and the 
fOdd deponent further states, that his grandfather, Henry Hastings, was called LoVd 
Hastings. This aflSdavit appears to have been sworn at Castle Donnington, the 2Sd 
April, 1818. 

To prove that George Hastings, who is stated in said petition to have been the second 
son of Henry Hastings, of Lutterworth, and Elizabeth his wife, was his second son, and that 
he married and had issue, there was exhibited to me, by Mr. Richard Mills, the original 
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register of baptisms from the parish of Lutterworth, in the county of Leicester, in which 
there appears this entry of the baptism of the said George Hastings: ^' 1735, George, the 
second son of Henry Hastings, baptized June 6." To prove his marriage with Sarah 
Hodges, as stated in the petition, there was also exhibited to me, the original registry of 
Saint James's, Westminster, by the Rev. Edward Sondly, Clerk in orders, in which there 
is this entry: ^^ 1769, No. 100, George Hastings, and Sarah Hodges, both of this parish, 
were married by banns, 2d April; signed, William Parker, Rector." There was also ex- 
hibited to me, by Mr. Bell, a copy of the tomb-stone of the said George Hastings, taken 
by Mr. Bell, in the church of Belton, in the county of Leicester, and compared by him with 
the original, which describes him as, ** George Hastings, Esq. late a Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the third regiment of Foot-Guards, and to have died the 6th of February, 1802, in the sixty- 
eighth year of his age." It is also stated in the petition, that this George Hastings had 
four sons, namely, Francis, who is stated to have died in the sixth year of his age; Henry, 
his second son ; Ferdinando his third son ; and Hans Francis Hastings, the Petitioner, his 
fourth son. 

To prove that Francis Hastings, who is stated in the said petition to have been the 
eldest son of Colonel George Hastings and Sarah his wife, was his eldest son, and died 
at the age of six years, there was exhibited to me, by the Rev. Edward Sondly, Clerk in 
orders, the original registry of baptisms, from the parish of Saint James's, Westminster, 
in which there is this entry of the baptism of the said Francis Hastings : ^* May, 1 770. 
Baptiz. 22. Francis Hastings, son of George and Sarah; born April 19; signed, 
William Parker, Rector." There was also exhibited to me, by Mr. Bell, an afiSdavit, 
sworn by Selina Eliza Hastings, of Lewisham, in the county of Kent, spinster, who states 
in her affidavit, *^ That Francis Hastings, son of George and Sarah his wife, who was 
born in Saint James's, Westminster, in the year 1770, was her brother, and brother of 
the petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings ; and that she has heard, and verily believes, that the 
said Francis Hastings died at the age of six years. There was also exhibited to me the 
affidavit of George Needham of Belton, in the county of Leicester, Gentleman ; in which 
he swears, that Francis Hastings, the eldest son of George and Sarah, was his cousin, 
and that he always heard and understood, from the parents of the said Francis, and other 
members of his family, that he died at the age of six years. 

To prove that Henry Hastings, who is stated in the said petition to have been the 
second son of Colonel George Hastings and Sarah his wife, was his second son, and that 
he died without leaving issue, there was exhibited to me the original register of baptisms, 
{torn the parish of Saint James's, Westminster, in which there is an entry of hii^ 
baptism thus^: ** 1774*, Henry Hastings, S. of George and Sarah; bom 22d July, 
baptized 4th August." There was also exhibited to me, by Mr. Bell, a certificate from 
the War Office, signed by the deputy Secretary of War, bearing the office seal, 
and dated 16th February, 1618, which states, that Captain Henry Hastings, of the Third 
West India Regiment, is dead, and was succeeded in his commission on the 26th No- 
vember, 1796. There was also laid before me an affidavit, sworn by Samuel Pryer, 
Oray'a-Inn, Solicitor, an the 6th of April, 1818 ; in which he states, he was peraonally 
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acquainted with Henry Hastings and Ferdinando Hastings^ two of the sons of Colonel 
George Hastings, of the Third Regiment of Foot-Guards, who were, as he believes, 
officers in His Miyest/s service^ in the West Indies ; and further states, that he has heard 
from their mother, who is now dead, and other branches of their family, who are also 
dead, and verily believes, that they both died in the West Indies, without ever having been 
married; and that he knows the petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, and verily believes 
he is the brother of the said Henry and Ferdinando Hastings, and son of Colonel George 
Hastings and Sarah his wife, both deceased. 

To prove that Ferdinando Hastings, who is stated in said petiUon to have been the tliird 
son of Colonel George Hastings and Sarah his wife, was his son, and that he died without 
ever having been married, tliere was again exhibited tome, by Mr. Bell, the affidavit of 
George Needham, sworn at Castle Donnington, in tlie county of Leicester, the 22d April, 
1818 ; in which he states, that this Ferdinando Hastings was his cousin, and that he has 
always heard, and believes, he died in the West Indies without ever having been mar- 
ried. There was also again laid before me the affidavit of Samuel Pryer, of Gray's-Inn, 
in the city of London, Solicitor, sworn the 6th of April, 1818; in which he also states, 
that this Ferdinando Hastings was the son of Colonel George Hastings and Sarah his 
wife, and that he died (as the depcHient has heard from the mother of the said Ferdinando^ 
who is now dead, and verily believes,) in the West Indies, without ever having been mar- 
rieil. There was also produced to me, by Mr. Bell, a certi£k»te from the War Office, 
dated the 16th February, 1816, signed by the deputy Secretary of War, bearing the seal 
of the War Office, which states, that Ferdinando Hastings was a o^Jtain in the Eleventh 
West India Regiment, that he died the 22d day of February, 1801, and was succeeded in 
his commission in the month of April following. 

To prove that the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, is the fourth sonof Creorge and 
Sarah Hastings, as stated in his petition, there was exhibited to me, by the Rev. Robert 
Chapman, Curate, the original registry of baptisms, from the parish of Saint Mary-le- 
bone^ in the county of Middlesex ; in which there appears an entry of his baptism thns : 
" 1 1th Sept. Hans Francis Hastings — of George and Sarah, b- 1 4. ult" To prove that 
he, the Petitioner, is the only surviving son of his father, George Hastings, there was 
again exhibited to me, by Mr. Bell, the affidavit of Selina Eliza Hastings, sister of the 
Petitioner, in which she states^ that a Francis Hastings, the son of Geoi|[e and Sarah, 
was her brother, and the brother of Hans Francis Hastings, the claimant and petitioner^ 
and that he died at the age of six years ; and that Henry Hastings and Ferdinando Has- 
tings, captains in the West India Regiments, were her Inxythers; that th^y died in the 
West Indies, and that they had never been married. There was also again laid before 
me the affidavit of Samud Pryer, Esquire, who swears in said affidavit that he knows the 
Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, and verily believes him to be the son of Colonel 
George Hastings and Sarah his wife, deceased. And there was further exhibited lo me, 
by the said Samuel Pryer, (who stated to me that he has been solicitor to the mother of 
the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, and her family, upwards of forty years,) inden* 
tures of lease and release^ dated respectivdy the itih and dth daya of Amgast, 1816, the 
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release being of five parts, and made between Thomas Fowl^, Esq. and Lucy bis wifi^ 
of the first part, Hans Francis Hastings, the Petitio0er, (therein described to be the o^ly 
surviving son and heir of Sarah Hastings, deceased, by George Hastings, Esq. her hut- 
band, also deceased,) of the second part, Samuel Church, Gentleman, of the third part, 
Samuel Pryer, Gentleman, of the fourth part, and John Dickinson, of the fifth part; 
whereby certain estates in the county of Radnor, therein described, were conveyed, by 
the said Thomas Fowler and Hans Francis Hastings, to the said Samuel Church, (in bis 
actual possession, &c.) to hold the same unto and to the use of the said Samuel Church, 
to the intent that he might become a good tenant of the freehold, so that one or more 
common recovery or recoveries might be suffered thereof, in manner thereinafter expressed, 
in which the said Samuel Pryer was the demandant, the said Samuel Church tenant, and 
the said Hank Francis Hastings vouchee ; such recovery, in the first place, to confirm 
the life estate of the said Thomas Fowler, and the remainder to his first and other sons, 
and subject diereto, to the use of the said John Diclduson, his heirs and assigns, for ever. 
And there was also exhibited to me the i^ecovery sufiered accordingly at the summer 
great sessions of 1816, at Presteign, for the county of Radnor, South Wales. And 
there was fiirther produced to me a similar recov^y, suffered at the summer great ses- 
sions for 18 1 7, of other parts of the said estate, and exemplifications of the said recoveries, 
wherein the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, was vouched to warranty, as the tenant 
in tail of tlie said estates, in consequence of his being the only surviving s<m of the said 
George and Sarah Hastings. 

And there was also laid before me, by Samuel Pryer^ Esq. a deed poll of appointment^ 
dated the 19tli June, 1807 ; whereby the said Sarah Hastings (the mother of the Petiticmer, 
Hans Francis Hastings) appointed a sum of twelve hundred pounds, part of some rever- 
sionary stock, in favour of the said Hans Francis Hastings, her son : and it is therein re- 
cited, tliat Henry and Ferdinando^ two of her children, had died, without ever having 
been married, and that in consequaice she was desirous of making such appointment fcnr 
die benefit of her son, Hans Francis Hastings. From the whole of this evidence^ it apr 
pears tliat the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, is the only surviving son of his father, 
and the eldest lineal descendant of Sir Edward Hastings, the fourth son of Francis, second 
Earl of Huntingdon, who was eldest son and heir of George, first Earl of Huntingdon. 

There was also exhibited to me, by Mr. Bell, a letter, stated to be in the hand-writisg 
of the late Countess of Moira, mother of the present Marquis of Hastings, ekjest sister of 
Francis, the tenth and late Earl of Huntingdon, dated the 18th of April, 1803, addressed 
to Archdeacon Hastings, on which is indorsed the affidavit of the Rev. Anthony Hastings, 
who swears himself to be the son of the said Archdeacon Hastings, and swears that the 
said letter, so produced to me^ is the hand-writing of the late Countess of Moira. In this 
letter, the Countess states, in the most positive manner* that the Petitioner's uncle, Theo- 
philus>Henry Hastings was next heir to the Earldom of Huntingdon, and that, in failure 
of issue male in the said Theophilus, the title of Earl of Huntingdon would devolve on 
his brother, George Hastings, the father of the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings. She 
enters into a very extensive detail of the pedigree of her family, and I firaod her atatemcBt 
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correspond ¥rith the evidence laid before me in support of the claim of the Petitioner, Haas 
Francis Hastings. As this letter is dated 18th April, 1803, in the life time of Theophilos 
Hastings, the uncle of the claimant, and as it states the reputation of the family on the 
subject, it may be material to state parts of it The following passage is extracted from 
it : — ** A gentleman who holds a living on my son's estate is, most undoubtedly, the next 
heir to the Earldom ; he was educated for the church by Mr. Wheeler," &c ** His 
brother was educated with a younger brother of mine, and then went from serving in a 
marching regiment into the Guards ; and he (though confined by ill health, and thus 
obliged to sell out of the army) has several sons in the army and navy. The claims of 
this branch were acknowledged by my father and all my family, and the proofs were deli- 
vered to my late brother, Francis, last Earl of Huntingdon ; but they are notable to bring 
forward any claim, and I am in no ways able to assist them, though convinced of their just 
right They are the descendants, it is said, of Edward Hastings and Barbara Devereux, 
but I never saw the statement of their claim ; but my aunt. Lady Ann Hastings, told me 
that she had given the proofs to my deceased brother, and my father always assented to 
their having the claim of presumptive heirs." 

In another part of this letter, she mentions the descendants of a Walter Hastings, the 
sixth son of Francis,second Earl of Huntingdon, who, having expressed a wish to claim the 
Earldom, applied to her to support such claim by her evidence, to which she states she made 
the following reply : — ** I informed them that I wished well to that branch of the family, 
more so than to that of the true claimants, but that my information would go to show that 
they could not have any manner ef right till it was proved that all the descendants of £d- 
w^ard Hastings and Francis Hastings, fourth and fifth sons of Francis, Elarl of Hunting- 
don were extinct. (The eldest son, William, supposed to die young.) " 

And in this letter there is also the following remarkable passage : — ^* In the line of Ed* 
ward Hastings, the claim to the title, without doubt, now rests ; and I have not a doubt, 
from all that I have heard afiirmed by my father and aunts, that the clergyman, Mr. The^ 
ophilus Hastings, is the heir to the title, and afler him his brother, and that brother's chil- 
dren are the presumptive hdrs." This letter does not appear to have been written by the 
desire, or upon the application, of the Petitioner, or of his uncle, Theophilus, or of any 
person under whom he claims, but in consequence of an application of a descendant of a 
younger branch of the family of Sir Edward Hastings, who supposed the right to the 
Earldom might be vested in him. 

There was also exhibited to me, by Mr. Bell, an driginal presentation to the vicarage 
of Belton, in the county of Leicester, dated the 5th day of July, 1 764, by which it i^ 
peared that Francis, late Earl of Huntingdon, presented Theophilus Henry Hastings, the 
Petitioner's uncle, to said vicarage. 

There was further exhibited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, 
the original will of Francis, the tenth and late Earl of Huntingdon, dated 9th August, 
1779, proved October 8th, 1789, in which he gives one thousand pounds to Lieutenant 
Colonel George Hastings, of the Third Regiment of Guards, the father of tlie Petitioner, 
Hans Francis Hastings. 
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There was also produced to me several letters, in the hand-writing of Francis, the late 
Earl of Huntingdon, bearing on their respective seals the arms of Hastings, Earls of 
Huntingdon, and the post-marks, the writing of which I compared with the signature to 
the original will of the said Earl, and with other parts of the said will, and by which com- 
parison the said letters clearly appear to me to be the hand-writing of the said Francis, 
the tenth and late flarl of Huntingdon. They are directed to the Petitioner's fitther. 
Colonel George Hastings, and in which letters the said Earl addresses him as *^ My dear 
George," ^' My dear Hastings," and concludes with ^^ Ever, my dear George, your a& 
fectionate friend," and ** yours affectionately,'' &c. 

There was also exhibited to me, from the Prerogative Office of Doctors' Commons, the 
original will of Lady Ann Hastings, (one of the daughters of Theophilus, seventh Earl of 
Huntingdon, who signed the pedigree in 1802,) dated in July, 1685, in which she << be- 
queaths her steel seal," with the crest of her family engraved on it, to Theophilus Henry 
Hastings, the uncle of the Petitioner. 

Thefe was further laid before me the affidavit of William Toone, of Belton, in the 
county of Leicester, Esq. sworn the 2d May, 1818, in which the deponent states, he 
knew Theophilus Henry Hastings, the elder brother of Colonel George Hastings, and 
uncle of the Petitioner, who always stated he was heir to the title. That Henry, father 
of Theophilus Henry Hastings and George Hastings, was called Lord Hastings, from 
the reputation of his being entitled to the Earldom, if Francis, the late Earl of Hunting* 
don, should happen to die without issue. The said deponent also states^ that Colonel 
George Hastings, the Petitioner's father, almost constantly resided at Donnington Park 
with the said Earl Francis, the last Earl, when he resided there, received presents from, 
and was most intimate with him. 

There was also exhibited to me the respective affidavits of Joseph Vicars, of Lough- 
borough, William Toone, of Belton, Christopher Hickey, of same, all in the county of 
Leicester, and the affidavit of Thomas Platts, of Little Leke, in the county of Nottingham, 
who respectively state^ that the reputation of the county of Leicester was, that Theophilus 
Henry Hastings, the uncle of the t^etitioner, would be entitled to the Earldom of Hunt- 
ingdon in failure of issue of Francis, the late Earl of Huntingdon. 

There was also produced to me an armorial shield, emblazoned with the armoriai 
ensigns and quarterings of the Earls of Huntingdon, and two crests : first crest was that 
of Stanley, Earl of Derby, whose daughter married Henry, fifth Earl of Huntingdon ; 
the second crest is that of Hastings, Earls of Huntingdon. On the shield, the arms of 
Stanley and Hastings are quartered ; and those armorial ensigns are stated to have been 
given by the late Earl of Huntingdon to Colonel George Hastings, the father of the Peti- 
tioner ; and Mr. Townsend also stated to me that the said armorial shield was very old, 
and that he had not a doubt of its being the same on which the arms of the families of 
Stanley and Hastings were marshalled, on the marriage of Henry, the fifth flarl of Hunt- 
ingdon, with the daughter of Ferdinando Stanley, Earl of Derby. 

There were also produced to me several letters, written by Selina, late Countess of 
Huntingdon, wife of Theophilus, ninth Earl, directed to Cdonel George Hastings, the 
father of the Petitioner, in which he addresses him as *^ My dear George^" and ccmcliides 
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with — " Eyer, my dear George, your most faithibl fnend;" and " As eycr, my dear 
George, your truly fiiithful and affectionate friend/' Those letters, the arms 
of Stanley and Hastings, the original will of Francis, late Earl of Huntingdon, and 
his letters, the original will of his aunt. Lady Ann Hastings, and the letter of his 
sister, the late Countess of Moira, showing the saise and opinion of her family con- 
cerning Theopbilus Hastings, the uncle of the Petitioner, and his fiunily, and the herein 
before recited affidavits of those several persons, stating the general reputation of the 
county of Leicester to have been, that the Petitioner's uncle, the Rev. Theophilus Henry 
Hastings would be entitled to the Earldom of Huntingdon in failure of issue of Francis, 
the tenth and late Earl of Huntingdon, were all used as so many further very material 
facts, to prove the truth of the pedigree of the petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings. 

I have stated in the first part of my report, that a claim has been made by Mr. George 
Hastings^ of Killaloo, to the title of the Earl of Huntingdon, and that such claim has been 
withdrawn ; but I think it may be right to state in what manner that claim was stated, 
and the branch of the family of Hastings from which such claimant proposed to prove 
himself descended. He claimed to be descended from the Hon. Henry Hastings of 
Woodlands, whose pedigree is stated in the Genealogical Table, No. 3, and that he de- 
rived his descent from John Hastings, the fourth son of Sir George Hastings, who was 
the eldest son of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, according to the Genealogical Tables 
No. 4, which was annexed to the petition of Messrs. Evans and Bartram, and is hereunto 
annexed. 

The first step in this pedigree is, that the Hon. Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, who 

married Dorothy, daughter of Sir Francis Willougbby, Kiilght, had a son, Sir George 

Hastings, Knight, who married Alice, daughter of Sir Thomas Freke, by whom he had 

four sons, namely, Heniy, his first son ; George^ his second son ; Edward, his third son ; 

and John Hastings, his fourth son; that the three eldest sons died without issue, but 

that John Hastings, the youngest son, who is described in the Table to be of Carrigonlish, 

(which is in the county of Limerick, in the kingdom of Ireland,) marked Isabella——*-— 

by whom he had a son, Ralph Hastings, stated to be the ancestor of the Petitioner, George 

Hastings. I am not informed by what evidence this part of the pedigree of the Petitioner 

George Hastings was to have been supported ; but as his petition states, that he is the 

lineal male descendant of John Hastings, the fourth son of Sir George Hastings, the eldest 

son and heir of Henry ^Hastings, of Woodlands, and that the said John Hastings married 

Isabella , by whom he had a son, Ralph, I think it necessary to observe, that the 

evidence laid before me on the part of the Petitioner, Hans Francis Hastings, and which 
has not been impeaclied, shows that such fact could not exist. 

The pedigree of the Earls of Huntmgdon, signed by Theophilus, seventh Earl, in 1689, 
states, that Sir Greorge Hastings, the father of John Hastings, the Petitioner's alleged an- 
cestor, was dead in 1682, without leaving any issue male of his body then living; and the 
pedigree of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, and his descendants, compiled in 1689, (and 
herein so often referred to,) states, that John Hastings, the alleged ancestor of the Peti- 
tioner, was dead, ** sine Prole." The original will of Edward Hastings, the son of Sir 
George Hastings, grandson of the Uoq« Henry Hastings^ of Woodhmds, brother of the 
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said John Hastings, and which is dated 8th March, 1653, with a codicil annexed, dated 
6th day of April, 1654, both proved in London, 29th September, 1655, is also a very 
material document, and coupled with the circumstances of John Hastings, or any of his 
is8u% never having been in possession of the estate thereby devised, affords strong proof 
that John Hastings, the alleged ancestor of the Petitioner, died without issue; for by this 
will, the testator, Edward, devises all his ^^ manors, lands, tenements, and hereditaments,'* 
to his brother, John Hastings, and his issue male, and for want of such issue, he devises 
the same to his right heirs for ever. And it appears, by evidence already stated, that 
neither John Hastings, nor any descendant of his, ever possessed or claimed this estate, but 
that other persons, as the right heirs of Edward Hastings, the testator, took the estate. 
T^ie administrations granted to EUzabethf the relict of the said John Hastings, and to 
Thomas Pechel, a principal creditor of John and Elizabeth Hastings, who are, in such 
administration, described as ^late of Woodlands, in the county of Dorset,^' (and which 
are herein before fully set forth,) also establish the fact, that the wife of John Hastings was 
named Elizabeth^ and not Isabella as stated in the petition of George Hastings. 

In tracing the pedigree stated in the petition of Hans Francis Hastings, I have exa. 
mined all the original documents which have been produced, and which appear to be ge- 
nuine and free from suspicion ; and in the few instances in which I have received copies 
of registers of baptism or burial, I have not relied upon such as evidence, the facts therein 
stated having been proved by other sufficient testimony, and the non-production of the 
originals, in these instances, has been fully accounted for, by the positive refusal of the 
persons in whose custody they were to attend with them before me. 

Upon the whole of this case I am humbly of opinion, that the Petitioner, Hans Francis 
Hastings, has sufficiently proved his right to the title of Earl of Huntingdon ; and that it 
may be adviseable, if your Royal Highness shall be graciously pleased so to do, to order a 
Writ of Summons to pass the Great Seal, to summon the said Petitioner to sit in parlia- 
ment, and there to enjoy the rank and privileges to the said title belonging. 

20th October, 1818. S. SHEPHERD. 

The day this Report was presented was a proud and joyful one to 
me, and only exceeded by one other happier day in my life, the 
fourteenth of January following. The crisis was deeply interesting, 
and even awful ; but the tone of the Report was decidedly favour- 
able, and I had room for no feeling but confidence, when I 
considered the exalted and impartial hands in which it was now 
placed. It is true, we had some temptation to suspect an obstacle in 
that high quarter. Previous to the presentation of our petition, and 
frequently during the progress of the business, many persons had 
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endeavoured to inculcate a belief on Lord Huntingdon's mind, that, 
the intimate friendship so long known to exist between the Prince 
and the Marquis of Hastings, would prepossess his Royal Highness, 
and operate powerfully, if not fatally, against his Lordship's success. 
Such officious persons had formed, or seemed to have formed, a most 
erroneous, and most unworthy, estimate of the august personage in 
question — an estimate, which both Lord Huntingdon, and I myself, 
always treated with absolute contempt. These insinuations never 
gave us a moment's uneasiness, convinced as we were, that in so truly 
royal a breast, no personal or private feeling, however dear, could be 
suffered to mingle itself with the sacred duties of a sovereign, in any 
other way, than, to give greater eclat to an act of public justice. The 
result fully and nobly realized our confidence. From the com- 
mencement, whenever reference was necessary to the Prince in his 
high capacity, his Royal Highness facilitated the proceedings as far 
as in him lay, with a zeal and anxiety for the ends of truth and jus- 
tice, which excluded all subordinate considerations. The nation, and 
posterity, ought to know and appreciate this conduct so worthy of 
the regal character, and of the illustrious individual himself. When 
the page of history shall record, that through his wise counsels, and 
steady and uncompromising policy, kingdoms have been preserved, 
and thrones restored, the present signal act of impartial justice oc- 
curring, under the peculiar circumstances, during, as I may say, his 
reign, may be fairly allowed, as his name descends down the stream 
of time, " to pursue the triumph and partake the gale ;'' and ought 
to endear him even more to every honest and loyal heart. An 
anecdote illustrative of the magnanimity which gratitude thus feebly 
attempts to pourtray, I ^vill relate here. It would be injustice to sup- 
press it ; and, independently of any other authority, it bears internal 
evidence sufficient to assure me of its authenticity. Previous to the 
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sending in of the Report, and after Mr. Hastings* departore for 
Ireland, it was whispered about in a particular circle, that a per^ 
sonal application had been made by a Lady of high rank to the 
Prince Regent, requesting him to issue orders to the Law Officers of 
the Crown, to postpone the further hearing of the pending claim to 
the Huntingdon Peerage, until the return of a certain nobleman to 
diis country ; or at least till such time as that personage should be 
apprized of the proceedings which had already taken place, and 
sj^ould send his advice and instructions on the subject. To this re* 
quest his Royal Highness replied with becoming complaisance and' 
dignity, concluding with the following most princely sentiments. — 
** But, let me assure you. Madam, that the rights of one subject are 
as sacred in my eyes, and as dear to my heart, as those of another ; 
and if it appears that the claimant in this case has a just right to 
the tide in question, God forbid that any act of mine should prevent 
his accession to, and enjoyment of it, even for a moment. Were I 
to act otiberwise, I should disgrace the station I fill, and abuse that 
high trust confided to me for the happiness of my people, and the 
maintenance of the laws. I stand here. Madam, to direct and im*r 
pel the pure and impartial administration of pubUc justice, not to 
obstruct the exercise of it."' 

On such exalted sentiments, so nobly superior io every personal 
bias, and so purely public-spirited and just, all comment would be 
vain, and all attempt at panegyric superfluous. Let it suffice, that 
the Report was, without a moment's unnecessary delay, referred tq' 
the Lord Chancellor for his consideration and approval. 

In consequence of his Lordship's indisposition, it was detained in 
that stage for some weeks. During this interval my suspense was 
agreeably diverted, and my time in a great measure occupied, by 
pleasurable pursuits and in the enjoyment of the society of mj 
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friends. I was hcHioured with a cordial and pressing inTitation from 
tiie Rev. Dn Pigot Fbrster, Rector of Merryworth, in Kent, to 
accompany him to his charming residence in that county To the 
admirers of >^ nature in her cultivated trim/' the mere sight of this 
delicious spot might amount to inspiration, and if I possessed a talent 
for the descriptive equal in any degree to the impression made on 
my mind at the moment, I might hope to convey some idea of its 
pastoral beauties, and picturesque scenery. ^^ It is situated in a 
luxuriant valley, every where ornamented by the hand of taste an^ 
industry, within a short distance of the village of Merryworth, and 
separated by only a field or two from the parish church, which has 
for years been the admiration of the stranger, not cmly for the beauty 
of its steeple, and of the structure generally^ but for the chaste simpli^ 
oity and neatness, as well as comfort of its interior. The mansion 
itself is elegantly planned in all its parts^ combining the lighter 
graces of the Oriental pavilion with every domestic accommodation 
peculiar to the English farm house. The occasional visitor will be 
particularly struck with the library, not indeed for its spaciousness^ 
but for the very valuable materials of which it is composed, the 
books being selected by a man/ whose sound learning, solid judg- 
ment, and classical taste, are only to be equalled by^ the goodness 
of his h^art, and the dignified re£neqient of his manners. It is 
moreover furnished with a complete set of astronomical instruments* 
besides the necessary apparatus for mining chemical experiments. 
This delightful villa reposes in the centre of i lawn of living verdure,, 
whose boundaries are moistened and fertilized by the tranquil waters 
•f a winding rivulet^ which steals dong in unambitious silence, en- 
dosing, lti(e some guardian limitary spirit, this little Elysimn within its 
atagic circle. At a short diatance to the left standi etoe of the coun- 
try seHta. of the IiM*dTomng(0)a« > The back'ftonl prtseatsia remote. 
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riew of the village, its church and handsome spire. The left com- 
mands a pretty prospect of some finely wooded hills, which form an 
umbrageous barrier to shelter this retreat of philosophy and taste ; 
and on the right, the landscape is beautifully diversified by numerous 
rural residences, and highly improved farms, through which, visible 
at intervals with its motley groups of living lumber, runs the great 
road leading to the metropolis. In this sweet seclusion, which con- 
trasted so strongly with the scenes in which I had been so recently 
engaged, accompanied by my noble client. Colonel Graham, (who is 
brother-in-law to Dr. Forster,) and a select party of friends, I enjoyed 
the recreation of pheasant shooting for a week, which to me appeared 
composed of only a few fleeting moments, so quickly did the time 
glide away. During the day, eager in pursuit of the " footed or the 
feathered game ;'' in the evening lost in the " feast of reason and the 
flow of soul," in the delicious enjoyment of those elegancies of con-« 
versation, and that charm of accomplishments, which the worthy 
pastor and his family so eminently possess. 

Among those to whom I feel pleased in having an opportunity of 
returning thanks in this public manner, for their civility and hospi- 
tality to me and my family, the Banking firm of Messrs. Marsh, 
Stracey, Fauntleroy, and Graham, of Bemer's Street, are entitled to 
a distinguished place. These gentlemen, during the progress of le* 
gal proceedings, became acquainted with the history of Lord Hun- 
tingdon's claim, and had an introduction to himself ; and to the indi- 
vidual solicitude and friendship of each, his Lordship is much in- 
debted, not only for their anxiety concerning his success, but for (lie 
very handsome manner in which they assisted him, at a time \^en 
die old adage applied, ^* that a friend in need's a friend indeed.'^ 
Their liberality <;ould only be exceeded by the sincerity of their 
affection, akid the fatherly and fostering interest they took in hit 
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Lordship's affairs. As to myself, I trast they will believe I feel 
grateful for the polite attentions I have personally experienced 
from them and their respective families. But to Mr. Henry Faunt- 
leroy, I feel bound to express myself under particular obliga- 
tions for the use of his very excellent library, from which I derived 
valuable assistance, as well as for the many attentions he has at all 
times been ready to show me. It was, I think, during this period 
of relaxation, that I made one of another shooting party, invited 
by Sir Edward Stracey, Bart, to enjoy a week's diversion on his 
estates near Norwich. Sir Edward's elegant mansion at Rackheath, 
where we rendezvoused, the delightful grounds, the goodness of the 
sport, together with the hospitality of our estimable host, one of the 
finest old gentlemen in Christendom, the excellence of his wine, and 
the harmony and conviviality of the whole party, made this one of 
the pleasantest excursions imaginable. 

It is in moments of joy, or while recalling their evanescent exist- 
ence, that the memory of the friends who are gone for ever is apt tq 
rise upon the mind, as if to warn us against drinking too deeply of the 
delusions of this life. And here, while I am on the subject of friendship 
and gratitude, one unhappy occurrence irresistibly forces itself on my 
recollection. Sir Samuel Romilly, my earliest friend in England, my 
revered adviser, fell a victim about this time, to a momentary derange- 
ment of intellect. I hoped to have gratified him with an account of the 
success, which so fully justified his early opinion, and publicly thanked 
him for his salutary advice, as well as personal civilities towards me~- 
but, alas ! what are the hopes of earth) An afflicting visitation at once 
desolated the domestic hearth, wrung the bosom of friendship, and left 
a chasm in the counsels of the nation. The character of this ge-f 
Quine patriot, this good and amiable man, will constitute materiak 
in the histpry of his country. I feel myself wholly incompetent tQ 
do it justice ; but I trust I may,^ in view of the motive, be pardoned 
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for introducing here the following humble elegiac tribute to the me- 
mory of such worth, written at the moment, and under those deep 
impressions of pity, awe, and sorrow, common to all classes of 
society, and to all parties, on occasion of that fatal and lamented 
catastrophe. 

STANZAS, 
On the Death of Sir Samuel Romilly, 



<' Mild be the doom of Heaven, as thou wert mild, 
For ob, thy soul in holy mould was cast. 
And all thy deeds were blameless — but the last.'^ 

Pleasures of Hope, 

When fall the great, the good, the wise, 

The victims of unworthy fate. 
Nations weep o'er such sacrifice, 
E'en nature's self looks desolate. 



Oh, horror ! hold ! the life-stream flows 

And has his frenzy found such grave ? 

And did no angel interpose 

To stay th' unconscious steel and save? 

Where were ye, guardian seraphs, then. 
Who watch and guide good men below, 

When sorrow blasted all his brain. 

And madness blindly dared the blow ? ^ 

Why slept your trust? . . . .Almighty Power ! 

Shall human weakness question Thee ? 
Our mortal, as our natal, hour 

Is clouded up in mystery. 

Yet may we mourn the patriot lost, 
Untimely, to his country's cause. 

The bar's, the senate's, mutual boast. 
The light and champion of the laws. 
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Corruption's foe in act and soul, 

Yet tempering all with candour fair, 
And clear, cool, eloquence, that stole 

Conviction ere she was aware.* 

The people's darling— by their choice. 

With unsought honours newly crowned. 
Yet far aloof from faction's voice. 

Which cries *^ Reform," but means, confound. 

The fervent friend, sincere till death. 

The father fond, and fondly loved, 
Pure pattern of connubial faith. 

Too fatally, too truly proved I 

Such was the roan thus snatched from e«th 

By sudden and mysterious doom,— - 
The cloudless sun of public worth, 

llie gentle, gladdening, star of home. 

But what is virtue,-— what is fame, — 

Or genius' fire, or learning's art. 
When, marring all the fine-wrought firame, 

Misfortune desolates the heart ? 

Then hideous dreams of life appear, 

Unsettling reason from her throne^ 
And madness, like a fiend of fear. 

Usurps the ruin all her own. 

Thus sunk that bright sun from its sphere^ 

Thus set that star in storms and dim ; 
The rest we leave to Heaven — but here 
Let pity pay her bitterest tear 

To human nature, and to him ! 

To return, however, from this melancholy, but I trust pardonable, 
digression. — Previous to the Attorney-General's having signed the 
Report, I might be said literally to have haunted him ; but now that 

* " Took e'en silence ere she was aware.*^ Milton. 
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he had performed his part, I could have no plea for pressing liim 
further, even supposing that his influence could have the effect of 
expediting my client's Writ of Summons. At length, however, the 
happy tidings arrived ! The Report, in all its parts, received the ap- 
probation of the Lord Chancellor ; and the Prince Regent thereupon, 
on the 7th January, signed his Royal Warrant, empowering that 
officer to issue a Writ of Summons to my noble client, commanding 
his attendance in the then ensuing parliament, to be holden on the 
14th of the same months by the stj'le, title, and dignity of Earl of 
the County of Huntingdon. 

Lord Huntingdon and I were in Covent Garden theatre, when the 
event was communicated to us, through the politeness of my worthy 
and valued friend, William Peace, Esq. Lord Sidmouth's Secretary, 
a gentleman for whose innumerable attentions I feel truly grateful ; 
and to whose civility and prompt assistance, in every instance where, 
consistently with the confidential duties of office, he could be of ser- 
vice, his Lordship, also, always expressed himself much indebted. 
On reading the joyful news, I could scarce refrain from exclaiming, 
in the language of the King in Hamlet, though with widely different 
feelings, " Break up the play ! " Next morning, the 8th of January, 
I attended at Whitehall, and had the pleasure of seeing the Warrant 
of our gracious Prince, which, after being duly stamped, &c. was 
transmitted the same day to the Lord Chancellor, llie Courier 
newspaper of that evening, announced the event in the following 
paragraph, the personal compliment to myself, comprehended in 
which, I owe, I understand, to a friend, who, as such, holds the first 
place in my affections. 

*• Earldom of Huntingdon. We have received authority 
to state, that on the 7th instant, his Royal Highness the Prince Re- ' 
geat was graciously pleased to issue his Royal Warrant directed to 
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the Lord Chancellor, empowering his Lordship to issue a Writ of 
Summons under the Great Seal of England, to the Right Honourable 
Hans Francis Hastings, as Earl of Huntingdon ; and we have much 
pleasure in stating, that a Writ of Sununons has been delivered to the 
Noble Peer accordingly. In announcing this event, we feel satis- 
fied that every individual will rejoice at the restoration of this an- 
cient title in the person of the present Lord, whose many private vir- 
tues, as a husband, father, and friend, have endeared him to all those 
who are honoured by his connexion or acquaintance. Lord Hunt- 
ingdon's petition was only presented to his Royal Higlmess on the 
22d of January last; and, since that period, the most satisfactory 
evidence has been adduced of the extinction of twelve ancestors, 
whose male descendants, consisting of sixty-nine persons, it was ne- 
cessary to prove the absolute removal of, in order to make way for 
his Lordship's succession. His claim, now established, lias, in the 
course of investigation, proved much more interesting than any simi- 
lar one that we have heard of, and its interest has been considerably 
increased by the nature of the evidence, and the amazing rapidity 
with which it has been brought to so happy a conclusion. Such 
speedy and fortunate result is, we understand, owing to the exertions 
of Henry Nugent Bell, Esq. at present a Student of the Inner 
Temple, of whose professional conduct the Attorney-General ex- 
pressed his approbation in the highest terms, by stating, ** that, in 
the whole course of his legal knowledge he had never known a case 
conducted with more honour, fidelity, ability, and zeal, and that it 
reflected the highest credit on Mr. Bell's character and talents." 
We must, therefore, injustice to this Gentleman, say, that his Lord- 
ship has been most fortunate in finding such a professional friend ; 
and that his value will be duly appreciated there cannot be a doubt." 
On the 9tb of January I went to the office of the Clerk of the 
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Crown, in Chancery Lane, for instructions, and in furtherance of 
the necessary arrangements and preparations for my noble Client's 
approaching debut in the House of Peers. Earlj'^ on the morning of 
the 14th, I waited on Mr. Peacock, Messenger to tlie Great Seal,, 
and we proceeded together to the residence of the Lord Chancellor, 
where I obtained the Writ of Summons, and had the very flattering 
honour deputed to me of delivering it to Lord Huntingdon with my 
own hands. This most grateful duty I accordingly performed, with 
a due observance of etiquette, before 12 o'clock at noon, in the 
presence of his Lordship's assembled family and my own. The 
interesting scene which followed will be more easily imagined thali 
described. Suffice it to say, that our mutual congratulations were 
warm and sincere, and our triumph complete and heartfelt, reflected 
back, as it was, from the affectionate eyes of the endearing circle 
which surrounded us, and " coming mended" through that tender 
medium. At two o'clock Lord Huntingdon, accompanied by his 
uncle, Thomas Fowler, Esq. and myself, called on the Marquis of 
Ely, who had been on terms of the most friendly intimacy with his 
Lordship, for some years before, and who now politely consented to 
introduce the new Peer to the House. On the arrival of their 
Lordships, IVIr. Fowler and I proceeded with them to the Bar, when 
Lord Huntingdon advanced to the table, and delivered his Writ of 
Summons to Mr. Cooper, the Clerk, and was then introduced by 
the Marquis to several of the Peers. These preliminary forms gone 
through. Lord Shaftesburj^ Chairman of the Committee, my noble 
client's cordial and steady friend, requested to confer with him in 
his private room, where I was soon after summoned to attend. On 
my entering. Lord Shaftesbury informed me, that it was the opinion 
of some of the Officers of the House, that the Earl of Huntingdon's 
pedigree should be first entered on the records of the House before 

3 B 2 
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he could be properly sworn, hb Lordship being pf royal descent, 
and therefore, that every thing might be done in a regular way, and 
according to law, suggested to me the propriety of his Lordship's 
deferring to take the oaths till next day. To this proposal, not being 
aware of the course usually adopted in such cases, I repUed, that I 
was not prepared to give an immediate answer, and that if it were 
necessary, or conformable to practice, I did not see the material dif- 
ference which a day's delay could make, but requested, nevertheless, 
to be allowed a few moments to consider the subject. I then 
retired to seek Sir George Nay lor, to whose obliging attentions, on 
various occasions, I am much indebted, as he had assured me, the 
preceding day, he would attend the House to see my Client take his 
seat. I was lucky enough to find him, and quickly made him 
acquainted with the difficulty. He was of opinion, that Lord Hun-^ 
tingdon should be sworn, and that there was no precedent for the 
precautions mentioned by the Officers * to the Earl of Shaftesbury, a& 
necessary in this case. Impressed with the truth of these sentiments^ 
which were confirmatory of my own, I called Lord Huntingdon 
apart, and requested him, in the strongest terms, to insist on being 
sworn, pursuant to his Writ of Summons. I suspected some unfair 
and concealed influence was at work, to baffle and delay us even 
on the very threshold of victory, and how far this suspicion was 
founded will appear in the sequel. I also made use of the same 
arguments to Lord Shaftesbur}% who, highly to his Lordship's credit, 
concurred ; and, in a few moments after, I had the satisfaction of 
seeing my noble client duly sworn a Peer of the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, and sign the roll as such. Then, indeed, and not till then, 
could I venture, like another faithful Achate$^ to exclaim, " Italiam! 
Italiam!" I then had the honour and felicity of congratulating his 

* There it no impropriety impatod here to any of the Oflflcert of the Hcmie of Lords. 
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Ldrdahip as ^ird E»rl of the kingdom, in good earnest ; and it will 
ever be i^ question with me, which was the more pleased of the two, 
5n the fortunate accession to his high ancestorial dignities. The 
bells of Westminster announced the joyful event; and the happy 
party who met at his Lordship's hospitable board that evening, 
celebrated it in something more than 90und9. In fact, it was, to 
parody the Poet, 

Turning the tuneful art 
From sounds to things, from fancy to the heart. 

The following morning I held a levee^ for the reception, of bell- 
ringers, door-keepers, marrow-bones and cleavers, &c. who all 
came to offer their congratulations on his Lordship's accession, arid 
have a specimen of his bounty into the bargain. I dismissed these 
kind souls so well pleased with the result of their audience, that 
some among them good-humouredly predicted that, " if I only lived 
long enough, I should surely be Chancellor yet,'' in view of which 
brilliant destiny, an additional crown could, of course, be no con- 
sideration. 

The happy consummation of my labour?, in the firm establishment 
of my noble Client in the title, speedily spread, and created general 
satisfaction among his Lordship's friends. This feeling was evinced 
in a very flattering and spirited manner at Enniskillen, in Ireland, 
where his Lordship had resided for several years. The conduct of 
the inhabitants, on the arrival of the news, is thus described in the 
Er;7e Packet j an intelligent and respectable newspaper, published in 
that town : 

" Earl of Huntingdon. — On Saturday night, the inhabitants 
of Enniskillen paid a very flattering tribute of respect to thin 
^teeiped Nobleman, on the successful issue of his claims to the 
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Peerage, by a splendid and general illumination. Many of the 
houses were tastefully decorated, and some appropriate trans- 
parencies exhibited. Tar barrels were burned in different parts of 
the town, and various other demonstrations of public joy manifested. 
Several vessels of excellent porter were sent from the brewery to the 
Market-place, and distributed among the populace, whose reiterated 
acclamations testified their feelings on this joyous occasion. The 
urbanity, conciliating manners, and benevolent disposition of Lord 
Huntingdon, and his amiable Countess, during a residence of more 
than ten years in this place, commanded the esteem and attachment 
of all ranks, and justly merited this offering of congratulation.** 

On the l6th of January, two days after Lord Huntingdon had 
taken his seat, I was in no small degree surprised by the receipt of 
the following note from the Attorney-General ; 

'' Dear Sir, 
** I wish to have a copy of my Report in the Huntingdon case ; 
and I want particularly to see that part of it which relates to the de* 
scent of the Earl, Hans Francis Hastings, from Sir Edward Hastings, 
Knight, who stood first in the Genealogical Table, No. 3. 

** Sincerely yours, 

** S. Shepherd." 

I lost not a moment in carrying a copy of the Report to Sir 
Samuel, whom 1 found at his house in company with Sir Robert 
Gifford, the then Solicitor, but now Attorney-General. On ex- 
pressing my astonishment at the nature of his summons, he pro- 
ceeded to acquaint me with the cause. Insinuations, he said, had 

t 

been thrown out, that Sir Edward Hastings, ancestor of the present 
Earl, died without issue male, and that the only evidence, which 
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proved the contrary, was the Visitation, signed by Theophilus, 
se\renth Earl of Huntingdon, in 1681-2, and that signed in 1681, by 
Henry Hastings, of Belgrave, the alleged great-grandson of Sir 
Edward Hastings. I submitted, at the moment, that, besides the 
evidence of these two Visitations, I had produced the Registry of 
St. Mary's, in Leicester, in which he had read the entry of the 
burial of Mabel, wife of Sir Henry Hastings, only surviving son of 
Sir Edward Hastings, and which entry exactly corresponded with 
the two Visitations alluded to; and also the Countess of Moira's 
letter, showing, that the reputation of her family, for a period of two 
centuries was, that Sir Edward Hastings had a son Sir Henry, 
ancestor of the restored branch. As doubts, however, did seem, or 
were pretended, to be entertained, I told Sir Samuel I was deter- 
mined to put them to rest for ever, and strengthen, if possible, his 
own conviction in this particular. Accordingly, mustering my not 
yet disbanded forces, I attended him next day ; and first brought 
forward an old funeral certificate* from the College of Arms, together 
with the order of procession at the funeral of George, the fourth 
Earl of Huntingdon, in l604, by both of which it appeared, that Sir 
Edward Hastings, Knight, brother to the said deceased Earl, and 
his son Henry Hastings, were two Chief Mourners. I then pro- 
duced Burton's Description of Leicestershire, printed in 1641, in 
black letter, which gives a character of Mabel, the wife of this 
Henry, and a copy of the inscription on her monument, which runs 
thus : " Here lyeth buried the virtuous lady, and most worthy of all 
honour, Mabel, late wife of Sir Henry Hastings, Knight, soone of 
Sir Edward Hastings, soone of Francis, Earl of Hunt^igdon. She 

* For the production of this and various other highly important and interesting docil« 
ments, I am indebted to the kindness and attention of William Woods, Esq. Blue Mantle^ 
whose khown ability and talents justly entitle him to the first rank in his profession* 
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was daughter of Anthony Faunt, of Fauston/' I next placed 
under Sir Samuers notice an old edition of Collins's and Edmond- 
Bon's Heraldry ; in the latter of which there is a plate of the armorial 
quarterings of the late Earl, presented by his Lordship to the author 
of that work, together with his pedigree, in which the marriage of 
Sir Edward Hastings with Barbara Devereux, widow of Edward 
Cave, is set forth, and that they had two sons, Sir Henry, the eldest, 
and Walter, the second, who diedwichout issue. I then brought 
forward the copy of a deed, (the original being in the Bodleian 
Library, in the Collection of Samuel Carte,) dated in June, 1603, 
and executed by George, Earl of Huntingdon, Henry Lord Hast- 
ings, his grandson, and several trustees; of whom *' Sir Edward 
Hastings, Knight, brother to the Earl, and his son, Henry Hastings, 
Esq/' are two. After this, I produced, from the Rolls CluLpel, a 
livery of certain estates, dated twenty-third of Elnsabeth, to Sir Ed- 
ward Hastings, Knight, in right of his wife Barbara, daughter and 
co-heir of Sir William Devereux, Knight ; and a licence granted in 
the seventh of James the First, to Sir Henry Hastings, and Mabel, 
his wife, to alienate these lands. To all these accumulated proofii, I 
finally superadded the authority of Simmond's Diary, published in 
1645, which states, that this Sir Henry Hastings purchased Hum- 
berston from the heiress of Keble, and that Henry, his eldest son, 
lived there in private. Such a coilfiuent host of evidence muitt 
silence all future objections on this point, and more than satisfied 
the Attorney-General, who in fact had no scruples of his own, but, 
wished, from a strict sense of duty, to quiet all doubts, real or pre- 
tended, on the part of others. He took special abstracts from all 
these proofs, and transmitted them to the Lord Chancellor as con- 
firmatory of his Report. The examination of the several documents 
occupied Sir Samuel and me a whole day« assisted by Sir Oeorse 
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Naylor, who attended on the occasion. It was Sir Samuel's wish to 
remove even the slightest shadow of foundation for murniurs ; and 
the proceedings of this day effectually accomplished that wish, as no 
voice has since dared to insinuate a suspicion of the solidity of the 
evidence, or the justice of the decision. A fresh, and, if possible, 
still more conclusive proof, bearing on the particular point in ques- 
tion, has come into my hands within the last few months. In the 
course of our search for the acts of tlie late Earl relative to the set- 
tlement of his estates, Mr. Evans, Agent and Solicitor to the Marquis 
of Hastings, has had occasion to furnish Lord Huntingdon with the 
copy of a deed, dated in June, I69I, and executed by Theophilus, 
seventh Earl, the same who signed the Visitation in 1682, in which 
the Testator mentions Henry Hastings, the great-grandson of Sir 
Edward Hastings, and grand-uncle of the present Earl, and entails the 
estates of Donnington and Melbourne on him and his issue male, in 
failure of issue male of Testator's own body, and of some descend- 
ants of Henry Hastings, of Woodlands, all of whom, as has been 
fully proved, are now quite extinct. The mention of this deed, 
which is important in more poinjts than the one immediately under 
consideration, leads me to the question of property. Long before 
Lord Huntingdon's accession to the Peerage, he had determined to 
apply to his relative, the Marquis of Hastings, for the quiet pos- 
session of the alienated estates of his predecessors in the Earldom, 
as soon as that desirable event should be consummated. Accord- 
ingly, when the first bustle of business and feeUng, consequent on 
success, had subsided, and affairs began to flow in a steady channel, 
his Lordship, under a complete ignorance, however, of the existence 
of the above-mentioned deed, addressed the following letter to the 
Marquis, of which three copies were forwarded by different 
vessels to provide against casualties on the voyage : 

3c 
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" My Lord Marquis, « London, February 23, 1819. 

** I presume your Lordship has already been apprized of the 
establishment of my right to the Earldom of Huntingdon, and of my 
having, in consequence, been called to my seat in the House of 
Peers. I am led to believe, that there are considerable estates held 
by your Lordship, which are vested in me as Earl of Huntingdon, 
and I entertain a confident hope, that your Lordship will give 
orders for the immediate surrender of them. 

" It is my intention to refrain from taking any legal measures for 
asserting my rights to any of such estates possessed by your Lord- 
ship, or persons claiming under you, until the usual time shall have 
intervened for my receiving your Lordship's answer to this appli- 
cation, excepting only such as will be founded on a presumption of 
your compliance, and my making such entries as the lapse of time, 
since the deaths of my father and uncle, may render indispensably 
necessary. 

" I must add, however, one other exception. I am grieved to 
say, I have ascertained, that the most wanton waste and destruction 
have been committed, or permitted, at Donnington, and its neigh- 
bourhood; and it is therefore possible I may feel compelled to 
apply to a Court of Equity to prevent the continuance pf these 
depredations. But such a measure will, I am persuaded, meet your 
Lordship's approbation, inasmuch as it must conduce to the interest 
of the person entitled, whether your Lordship or m)^self. 

" Should your Lordship entertain doubts as to the title of any 
part of the Huntingdon estates, I have to request your Lordship 
will have the goodness to give explicit directions to your agents 
here, for me to have access to the title deeds in your possession ; 
and authorize them (in case of difficulty) to concur with me in 
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obtaining the judgment of a Court of Law, or Equity, at the least 
possible expense. 

" Without troubling your Lordship more at length, I appeal to 
your own noble mind, for pursuing such a course, in regard to my 
claims, as honour and a sense of justice shall dictate. 

" I have the honour to be, 
" My Lord Marquis, 

*' Your Lordship's obedient humble Servant, 

" Huntingdon/' 

" To the Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings, 
Governor-General of India, &c. &c." 

About this period, we deemed it adviseable, with a view to the 
contemplated proceedings for the recovery of the estates, to retain 
the Attorney-General, among other eminent Counsel, on our side. 
I accordingly wrote to Sir Samuel for that purpose, and received 
the following letter in reply. Whatever hesitation I may have on 
the score of personal delicacy in publishing it, I feel it to be an act 
of justice due to the unimpeached integrity, and rectitude of prin- 
ciple, displayed by that upright officer, and truly excellent man, in 
discharging his duty on this occasion, as well as on every other of 
his professional life. In his public capacitj', the approbation of his 
conscience, the favour of his Prince, and the applause of the en- 
lightened and unprejudiced portion of the country, are susceptible 
of no addition from the praise of an individual humble as myself; but 
for his flattering and liberal personal civilities towards me, I am 
anxious to record my deep and undying impressions of gratitude. 
That I have been permitted to enjoy the confidence, advice, and 
friendship of Sir Samuel Shepherd, I shall always consider one of 

3 c 2 
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the proudest circumstances of my life ; and, as he knows my honest 
motives, I trust he will forgive my publishing this dignified proof 
how much and greatly he was superior to every consideration but 
truth and justice : 

" Dear Sir, 
" You must suffer me to return the retainer you have sent me on 
the part of tlie Earl of Huntingdon ; but at the same time it is 
necessary for me to state to you my reasons for so doing, and I will 
request 5^ou to communicate them to your noble Client, as it is 
right he should be satisfied upon the subject. The title which he 
may set up to the recovery of any property will probably mainly 
rest on the establishment of his pedigree, which was the foundation 
of his claim to the peerage, and which I reported to his Royal 
Highness to be clearly and satisfactorily made out. Though you 
know, and / am sure, that, in the laborious investigation of that 
case, I examined it with the strictest impartiality, and was per- 
fectly indifferent as to the result, except in so far as I was anxious 
to form an opinion consistent with the truth and justice of the 
claim ; yet there are persons, who might suppose, or say, that I 
looked at it with the prejudices of an advocate, and was biassed in 
my judgment. I will not put myself in the possible situation of 
giving^ rise to such an observation, nor shall your noble Client's 
interests be affected by any notion that my Report on his title to 
the dignity and honours he has obtained, could be founded on any 
thing but a fair and unbiassed judgment, even if it were erroneous. 
I feel myself more at liberty to decline taking the retainer, than 
perhaps I otherwise should be, from the circumstance of my being 
under the necessity of declining almost all business, which is not 
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officiali whilst I am in oQiy present office. I hope these reasons will 
be satisfactory to the Earl of Huntingdon and yourself, and thertr 
fore I have taken the liberty of enclosing the fee you sent me, 

" I am, dear Sir, 

" Yours ever truly, 

" Samuel Shepherd/' 

^« Seijeant's Inn, March 4, 1819." 

Soon after tliis. Lord Huntingdon, accompanied by Josias Henry 
Stracey, Esq. Colonel Graham, Member of Parliament for KinrojS^, 
and myself, went down to Leicester in his Lordship's carriage, to 
make tlie entries alluded to in the foregoing letter to the Marquis of 
Hastings. We reached Ashby-de-la-Zouch * on Saturday, the 6th of 
March, to the great joy of the inhabitants, who, when the object of 
our visit became generally known, pressed round us in hundreds to 
get a glimpse of his Lordship, and express their simple, but honest 
and hearty congratulations. Several poor old men fell on their 
knees, and blessed him as he alighted from his carriage. These 
testimonies of attachment and respect his Lordship received and 
returned with the most affable condescension; and^ after he entere<} 
the inn, he went forward and showed himself at the window, saluting 
the assembled and eager multitude, who spoke their spontaneous 
welcome by reiterated cheers. In the course of the evening, many 
persons frcm the neighbourhood of Belton, who had been his play- 
mates, when a boy, requested to have the honour of seeing him, and 
among the rest an old tenant, who, in his Lordship's infantile days^ 
had been a special favourite. This man was introduced, and Ids 
Lordship, instantly recognising him, shook him good-naturedly and 

* Lord Huntingdon entered this town late in the evening as privately as possible, but 
liis carriage was instantly recogniaed by the inboibitfliits and couifttry people who liad beeii 
attending the market. , 
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unceremoniously by the hand. Honest Hodge, somewhat confused, 
stared a considerable time at his former, but long-forgotten, ac- 
quaintance, and at last told him he did not recollect him, and that 
he had his doubts if he were Master Frank, the youngest son of 
Colonel George Hastings. " What!'' said his Lordship, with that 
frankness and unaffected good humour peculiar to him, '' is it pos- 
sible you can forget me ? I am sure I remember you very well ; 
and I perfectly recollect the day we were skaiting together on the 
Horse Pond, at the back of Billy Toone's house, in Belton, when I 
tumbled you souse into the hole made for the cows to drink out of, 
and then gave you a penny, and my new pair of Christmas gloves, 
not to tell or cry!" — " Ah! by G — d, you are Master Frank, sure 
enough !'* exclaimed the delighted farmer, whose recollection was 
awakened by the circumstance, and yrhose dilated features broadly 
evinced his satisfaction at the discovery. His Lordship desired him 
to get his dinner, and then to toast the hand that ducked him in the 
horse-pond, till he was as drunk as an emperor, which liberty the 
worthy fellow hastened to avail himself of. 

Numbers of the most respectable farmers were in attendance on 
his Lordship during his stay in Ashby, and one universal sentiment 
of gladness and congratulation seemed to actuate the minds of the 
entire population of the country, with the exception of the Marquis 
of Hastings's Steward, the Vicar and his family, and a few others, 
who were alarmed for the safety of the property which they had 
purchased. His Lordship announced his intention of attending 
divine worship the following day, Sunday, and desired me to write 
to Mr. McDowell, the Vicar, that he would feel obliged if the family 
pew of the Earls of Huntingdon would be prepared for his recep- 
tion. To this a reply was sent, stating, that if his Lordship 
demanded access to the pew, it would be shut agaiast him. Next 
day, on entering the church, we found a person placed in it by 
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order of one Mammott, Steward to the Marquis, who informed us he 
had orders not to allow his Lordship to enter, on learning which, he 
passed into an adjoining pew prepared for him. I mention this 
otherwise trivial circumstance, merely to show the stupid folly and 
hostile spirit, which so weakly and injudiciously manifested itself on 
the part of the noble Marquis's agents.* It is worthy of observation, 
that part of the church service of this day peculiarly applied to the 
circumstances attending his Lordship's restoration to the tiUe. The 
following verses from the thirty-fifth P^alm, to which I allude, 
exhibit a coincidence altogether remarkable : 

" Plead tliou my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me; and fight thott 
against them that fight against me. 

^* For they have privily laid their net to destroy me without a cause : yea, even without 
a cause have they made a pit for my souL 

^^ Let a sudden destruction come on him unawares ; and his net, that he hath laid priviljr, 
catch himself: that he may fall into his own mischie£ 

** All my bones shall say, Lord, who is like unto thee, who deliverest the poor from him 
that is too strong for him; yea, the poor, and him that is in misery, from him that i^ililh 
him. 

*^ False witnesses did rise up ; they laid to my charge things which I knew not* 

** I behaved myself as though it had been my friend, or my brother: I went heavily^ u 
one that moumeth for his mother. 

*' Judge me, O Lord my God, according to thy righteousness; and let them not 
triumph over me. 

*^ Let them not say in theur hearts, There, there, so would we have it: neither let fhem 
say. We have devoured him." 

I trust I shall be spared any improper imputation for transcribing 
these passages, which, at the moment, and on the occasion, excited 
a more than ordinary feeling in our minds, as well as in those of the 
whole of the congregation present. 

* No Imputation whatever can by possibility attach to the noble Marquis, who must 
necessarily have been ignorant of those proceedings, and of the chain of events which led 
IiOfd Huntingdon to Ashby on this occasion* 
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Lord Huntingdon invited a few friends to dine with him this day, 
among whom was Mr. Charles Moseley, of Derby, a gentleman 
who, I am glad to have an opportunity of sayings has, at all times, 
manifested every disposition to be serviceable to his Lordship, and 
whose professional character and integrity require not my humble 
praise to increase their estimation. On Monday, the 8th of March, 
our party proceeded to the ruins of Ashby-de-la-Zouch Castle, to 
ttake entry on that spot so memorable in English history. To this 
venerated scene, consecrated by so many family recollections, his 
Lordship was accompanied by proper witnesses, and an immense 
concourse of spectators, anxious to see his person, and be present at 
the legal ceremony. At the gate leading into the field in which the 
Castle stood, we were met by Mr. Leonard Fiddock, Solicitor, who 
was deputed to forbid his Lordship's entry.* After he had done so, 
in the usual manner, he mixed with the others ; and it is due to this 
g^itleman to observe, that his conduct throughout was decorous 
Uad respectful, unmingied with any asperity, and must have been 
highly satisfactory to all parties interested. When his Lordship 
had reached the proper spot, the pressure of the crowd became so 
great, that it was impossible to make the entry in the sight and 
hearing of the appointed witnesses, unless the people would give 
place. Under, or rather in the middle of fhese circumstances, his 
Lordship jocularly called out, " Gentlemen, make a ring, and let 
me have fair play ! " This kind of milling appeal, though his Lord- 
ship is by no means connected with the Fancy^ had the desired 
effect. The crowd made a centrifugal motion, leaving sufficient 
space for our operations, and settling at once into the stillness of 
attention. We then proceeded with the necessary ceremony, which 

* It was hit Lordship's earnest wish that none should be present except Mr. Piddock 
■ad the neceasftry wftneises, but he found it impossible td leftve the ittn eren for a moment 
without being surrounded by crowds. 
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was finished in a few minutes, and seconded by spontaneous and 
unanimous acclamation. Every part of the old Castle ruins, on 
which it was possible to perch, or cling to, was literally alive with 
spectators, whose cheers must have been heard at a considerable 
distance. The noble Lord having intimated his intention to speak 
to the people, silence was again obtained, and he then addressed 
them with the animation naturally excited by such a scene. *'He 
came not there, he said, to deprive any man of his property, but 
merelj' to seek the recovery of that, which he was advised, and 
which he believed, was his hereditary right. The present ceremony 
was nothing more than a mere form of law, for the execution of 
which, he was aware, he left himself open to an action of trespass, 
but it was a necessary step on his part in order to anticipate certain 
statutes, within the operation of which the lapse of time had nearly 
brought him. That the land, on which he stood, Ti'as his, he would 
not presume to say, but he believed it to be his lawful inheritance^ 
and as such made entry on it. If he should prove successful in the 
further prosecution of his rights, he begged them to believe his 
intentions and feelings towards them, as friends and tenantry, would 
be suitable to so interesting a connexion, and such as a well-dia-^ 
posed landlord might cherish and avow. His predecessors, he said, 
whose remains lay in yonder cemetery, (pointing to the contiguous 
chapel of St. Helen's, where many of the Elarls are buried,) had 
been their lords for centuries past, and had always carried with them 
to their graves the prayers and regrets of their people. It would be 
his highest ambition to imitate their example. His maxim would 
be, " Live and let live -/' for nothing should give a landlord greater 
gratification than to see a happy and flourishing tenantry around him» 
As for the boys here, if it please God that I recover these posses* 
sions, I promise to keep a pack of the best dogs in the country for 
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their amusement ; and as for the girls, they shall all have husbands, 
without hunting for them. Now, my friends, I entreat you to return 
to yout several homes, and take with you my warmest thanks for 
this early manifestation of your good disposition towards me, and my 
best wishes for your prosperity and happiness ! God bless you all ! '' 
His Lordship concluded under evident emotions of sympathy honour- 
able to his heart, and amidst the applause and blessings of the mul- 
titude. Tears of delight ran down the furrowed cheeks of many of 
the old people present, and the joy of the junior classes amounted to 
enthusiasm. The walls of old Ashby, whose echoes had long slept in 
the silence of ruin, once more reverberated to the voice of triumph 
and jubilee, while the church bells from the village, peal on peal, 
merrily joined the chorus of acclamation. His Lordship, escorted 
and nearly carried by the crowd, returned to the Inn, almost over- 
powered by his feelings, and the demonstrations of sincerity, attach- 
ment, and devotion, he had received from those among whom his 
father, his brothers, and himself, had been reared from infancy. This 
recollection, the associations of birth and boyhood, doubly endeared 
every expression of affection for his family ; and few there were then 
present, who were not disposed to execrate the conduct of the late 
Earl, who, under a cover of culpable duplicity, and by a cruel and 
cold-blooded deception, conveyed away, from the next eldest male 
descendant of his noble house, and the known, and I may say, re- 
cognized, heir to its dignities, the possessions, which for centuries 
enabled the successive proprietors to maintain the lustre of its anti- 
quity, and the princely blood from which they sprang. 

A band of music was in attendance, and enlivened this highly in- 
teresting scene by playing a variety of appropriate airs. The crowd, 
to whom abundant refreshments had been distributed by Lord Hunt- 
ingdon's orders, seemed unwilling to disperse, and, on ascertaining 
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that his Lordship was about to proceed to Belton, they expressed 
their determination to draw him thither, and insisted the horses 
should not be put to his carriage. It was impossible to argue down 
this ebullition of popular feehng, and, in this triumphant style, his 
Lordship left the White Hart, now the Huntingdon , Arms, greatly 
pleased with the zealous attentions of Mr. Wright, the landlord^ 
whose civility to his guests in general is eminently worthy of praise^ 
and public favour. As the procession moved through the streets of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, the windows were crowded witli female beauty, 
for which that place has always been famous, and many a bright eye 
and snowy bosom beamed and breathed in sympathy, while the 
rougher sex tossed their hats high in air lo the often and enthusias- 
tically repeated cry of " Long live the Plantagenet! the Hastings ! 
Long live the race of King Edward!*' At the distance of about a 
mile from the town, his Lordship requested the tenantry to suffer his 
horses to take their places, to which with difficulty they were pre- 
vailed on to consent, and partially disperse. But several gentlemen, 
and the principal farmers, well mounted, accompanied us to Belton, 
and thence to Donnington Park. At Belton, his Lordship, animated 
with sentiments of filial piety, and affectionate remembrance, paid a 
visit to the tomb of his father. In performing this sacred duty, and 
reviving relations and recollections so holy to the heart, all joy was 
forgotten for the moment. It might have seemed the humbling tri- 
bute of human prosperity paid to the common lot of all, but it was 
the homage of love offered at the altar of nature ; and if our immor- 
tal part is permitted in a future state to share the joys of Ihose who 
were dear on earth, how much must the spirit of the deceased have 
been gratified at the events that were then passing among his 
posterity ! 

Before we left Belton, Lord Huntingdon waited on Mrs. Toone^ 
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whose hnsband died a few days before the final substantiation of his 
Lordship's claim. Mr. Toone, for many years a most respectable 
and upright magistrate of that town, had been the early friend of his 
Lordship's infancy ; and his joy, it is not to be doubted, would have 
been sincere had he survived to witness the scenes of that day. Af- 
ter the populace, who here also assembled in great numbers, had 
been refreshed with some barrels of ale, we proceeded to Melbourne, 
where his Lordship made entry in the name of all the lands in the 
county of Derby, late in the possession of the Earls of Huntingdon, 
&c. ; and having ordered the people to be suitably regaled, pro- 
ceeded to Donnington Park. 

The Steward, as we were informed, had given directions to shut 
the gates, and not admit so unwelcome a visitant ; but scarce had we 
appeared before them when, as if by instinct, or the agency of some 
invisible power, they flew open, upon which his Lordship entered, 
and his attendants, amounting to upwards of an hundred persons on 
horseback, galloped after into this enchanting demesne. The park 
was thronged with persons of both sexes, who greeted him as he 
passed along. After he had taken a view of the grounds and improve- 
ments, an incident occurred, which I cannot refrain from relating 
here, as it shows his Lordship's goodness of heart, and amiable dis- 
position, to say nothing about the gallantry of the thing. He was 
returning to his carriage when his attention was attracted by a young 
female, who ran towards him with more speed than seemed to be 
called for by ordinary motives of curiosity. His Lordship pulled 
up, and we all waited, with no small degree of interest, to know 
the business of the fair fugitive. On her approach, she was quite 
out of breath, but as soon as she could make herself audible, 
she requested, in a most imploring tone, to be informed whether the 
Earl of Huntingdon had left the park ? ** Why do you ask, my sweet 



OF THE CLAIM. S89 

girl?'* demanded his Lordship. '* Oh, Sir/' replied she, "my 
mother was a servant in the family for twenty years, and I would 
not for the world miss seeing of him, but I am not able, alas ! to go 
further, for I have run almost the whole way from Melbourne, near 
three miles/' Here the innocent girl, whose natural grace and per- 
fect loveliness of form and features, struck all present with admiration, 
became quite overpowered with her feelings at the disappointment 
she conceived she had experienced. But his Lordship, hastening to 
relieve her, dismounted from his horse, and taking her kindly by the 
hand, said, " / am the Earl of Huntingdon. Come, as you have had 
so long a race, it shall not be for nothing. Give me a kiss.'' The 
interesting girl courtesied her satisfaction and thanks with the most 
engaging and amiable simplicity, and walked with us to the park 
gate, whence, with at least two hundred others of her sex, and the 
rest of our convoy, she followed his Lordship's carriage to Castle 
Donnington. As the cavalcade entered the town, the bells bade us 
welcome, and at the inn here, as at Ashby, a band of music was in 
attendance, which hailed our approach, and cheered our stay, with 
exhilarating strains of harmony. We dined at the Turk's Head, and, 
in addition to our party, had the pleasure of the company of the 
Rev. Mr. Bumaby, of Leicester, and his son. The weather, as if in 
compliment to the occasion, was most delightful; and I dare be 
sworn, this town was not so crowded, so gay, or so happy, for a 
hundred years before. The lads and lasses danced opposite the 
door of the inn during the evening, and a great part of the night,, 
and a more lovely levee of village maidens the universe could not 
boast. Castle Donnington being proverbially remarkable for the 
beauty and vivacity of its women. With a few baskets of roses, and 
a little help from imagination, I could have fancied myself in the 
Tale of Cashmere. We spent a most socicd and delicious evening. 
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and next morning, attended by hundreds of the tenantry, who drew 
his Lordship's carriage more than a mile from the town, besides 
some thousands of others of both sexes, proceeded for Loughbo- 
rough, through Kegworth. On our approach to this last place, the 
horses were again taken from the carriage and his Lordship drawn 
through the town. At Loughborough his reception was equally 
Mattering ; and at Leicester, to which we next advanced, the Mayor 
and Body Corporate waited on his Lordship with their congratula- 
tions, and remained with him a considerable time. Next day we 
proceeded to the delightful residence of Charles Mansell, of Cos- 
grove, Esq. in Northamptonshire, which we reached just in time for 
dinner, and met a numerous party of oiu: worthy host's friends, 
among whom were Mr. Hoare, the Banker, and his beautiful daugh- 
ters. The following morning, we set out for London, where his 
Lordship safely joined his happy family and numerous friends, who, 
let the result be what it may respecting the recovery of the Hunting- 
don estates, were truly delighted at the reception he had met with, 
as it fully evinced the warm surviving attachment of the people of 
Leicestershire for his family. 

Having carried down the proceedings to this point, it is now time 
to take leave of the subject, which I will do with a few general ob- 
servations, serving as epilogue to a narrative of events not altogether 
undramatic in their progress, connexion, and denouement. It will be 
obvious that the prosecution of my task frequently, and necessarily, 
brought me into contact witli topics of a delicate nature ; but in per- 
forming a duty like mine, something must unavoidably be said and 
divulged, notwithstanding every proper tenderness towards indivi- 
dual feeUng. It is not, I suppose, to be expected that, exercising 
the character, and indulging the privileges, perhaps prejudices, of an 
advocate, I should play a neutral part, or suppress an occasional 
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comment on circumstances and conduct which came under my re- 
view. One precaution connected with these professional privileges I 
feel it candid to superadd here. Whatever facts I have now made pub- 
lic, and whatever inferences, affecting my contemporaries, or others, 
I may have been induced sometimes to draw therefrom, are entirely 
and exclusively the result of my own unbiassed judgment, equally 
independent of the views or feelings^ and equally without the know- 
ledge, instruction, or concurrence, of any party interested. Anxious 
only to promote the great ends of truth and justice, I have recog- 
nized no subordinate principle, submitted to no dictation, and con- 
sulted no personal sanction for opinions elicited by the abstract me- 
rits of the case itself. With the tone of these opinions, therefore, 
neither party can be identified. They may prove as unpalatable to the 
one, as to the other, for any thing I know to the contrary ; but 1 
alone can be justly held responsible for the exercise of my own dis- 
cretion on the subject. In commencing my undertaking, which, if 
not a difficult, was at least, a delicate one, I proposed to myself 
the m^otto, " Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice ;" and 
though I have often in my progress felt it necessary to relax from the 
strict letter of the first part of this excellent historical statute, yet the 
latter clause I have uniformly held sacred and inviolate. Much col- 
lateral matter, after all, connected with my noble client's succession, 
still remains untold, of which, though withheld at present through mo- 
tives of courtesy or prudence, pending and contingent events may 
render the disclosure, in some literary shape, expedient at a future 
day. For the rest, I cannot but be conscious, on reflection, that the 
intensity of my zeal, and my devotion to the cause, acting upon 
perhaps some degree of inexperience, may have sometimes in- 
duced me to travel out of the statute, (to apply that phrase,) 
and may have given the subject a consequence and magnitude, in 
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my own estimation, whicli the mere curious and indifferent observer 
cannot, and is not required to, recognize. I am, moreover, aware, 
that many incidental circumstances, interwoven with the main busi- 
ness for the purpose of relieving the dulness of legal details, will be 
deemed extraneous by some, and may subject me to the application 
of Horace's critical censure : 

Humano capici cervlcem pictor equinam 
Jungere si velit, et varias inducere pluinas 
Undique coUatis membris, ut turpiter atrum 
Desinat in piscem mulier formosa superne^ &c« 

Nevertheless, after all these deductions, which I concede out of 
pure good humour, and to propitiate the more fastidious, I trust the 
materials themselves, however arranged and ornamented, will be 
found genuine and accurate, and that my narrative will be allowed 
the praise of conveying a fair and inteUigible view of the case and 
its merits to the professional and general reader. As the case itself 
is, I may say, without precedent, I consulted none in framing my 
Report of it. If the one stands alone in point of law, I am content 
to have the other censured as a umque in law Uterature, and shall 
gladly submit to be abused as an innovator on such consolatory 
terms. 



At the conclusion of this narrative, and in connexion with it, I 
wish to avail myself of the opportunity to state, that, from the pre- 
dominance of a particular turn of mind, and from my studies having 
taken that pecuhar direction, it is my present intention to confine 
my future professional exertions principally, if not exclusively, to 
the investigation of cases of disputed or confused pedigree, and to 
the recovery of titles in abeyance, dormant, or deemed extinct. In 
prosecuting any business of this specific description, with the ma- 
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nagement of which I may hereafter be confidentially honoured, let me 
be permitted, without incurring the imputation of vanity, to express 
a hope, that the disposal of the claim, the details of which are now 
submitted to the public, will furnish a satisfactory guarantee of the 
unremitting zeal and perseverance, which it shall ever be my first 
duty and highest pride to feel and exercise on behalf of my clients, 
and for the expeditious advancement of their wishes and interests. 
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WILL OF WILLIAM LORD HASTINGS. 

In the name of God amen, I William Hastyngs Knt Lord Hastyngs, being in liool 
mynde &c. the 27 day of June in the yere &c. mcccclxxxi^ ordeign &c. my last will and 
testament as well of my land, as of my goods in the forme articulierly following. First I 
comyt and byqueth my sowlc unto Almighty God my Maker and Redeemer humbly be- 
sechying hym to accept hit to his mercy and grace. And forasmoche as the Kyng of his 
abundant grace for the trew service that I have doon, and at the leest en tended to have 
doon, to his Grace hath willed and ofFred me to be buryed in the college or chapel of Seynt 
George at Wyndesore in a place by his Grace assigned, in the which college his High- 
ness is disposed to be buried, I therefore bequeth my simple body do be buryed in the 
sayd chapell and college in the said place &c. and wollc that there be ordeigned a tumbe 
convenient for me by myne executors, and for the costs of the same I bequeath c marks. 
Also I woUe that myne Executors dispose and gif to the Minister of divine service and 
funerall observances the day of bury ing, and to the pore Knights there present the same day, 
and in other dedes of alms by their discretion xx pounds of lawful money of England. Also 
I woU that in all goodly haste after my decease a jucU of gold or sylver to the value of xx 
pounds be given &c. to the Dcane and Chanons of the said chapel or college there to remain 
peq)etually to the honour of God, and for a memorial for me. Also I woU that my feofieesp 
by the oversight of myne executors, gif and amortize lands, &c. to the yearly value of xx 
pounds over all charges to the Deane and Chanons aforesayd,, and to their successors to 
the intent that they shall perpetually fynde a preste, to say daylie masse and divine service 
at the awter next to the place where my body shall be buryed, in the sayd chapell or 
college, and there to pray daylie for the King's prosperous estate during his life and after 
his dethe for his sowle, for the sowles of me, my wif and for all Christen sowles &c. And 
the same Deane and Chanons and their successors, shall daylie finde &c. brede and wync, 
wex, vestiments, boke, chalice and alle other ornaments neccssarie for the same prcists 
&c. and shall kepe a solempne obite yerely in the said chapell and college, at such day, 
and under such forme as by myne Executors and the said Deane and Chanons shall be 
ordeigned and agreed. Also I woU that myn Executors gilf to the said Deane and 
Chanons two vestments, and alle other things thereto belonging, two awter clothes, a masse 
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the same colledge x pounds to pray for my soule. Also I woU that myne executors do make 
new and edify the chapell of our Lady called the chapell on the Brigge at Leicestre, and 
for the making thereof c pounds. Also &c. that they find a preste in the same chapell by 
the space of seaven yeres next after my decease to say daily masse &c. in the same chapell, 
and other prayers, as shall be ordeigned by myne executors and for the performing thereof. 
Item &c. to the parish church of Asheby-de la-Zowch a sute and vestments with an awter 
cloth accordyng &c. to the value of C5, and to pray for my soule. Also &c. finde a preste 
&c. to say daylie for me and the soules afore reherced, masse there and other prayers &c. for 
the doing thereof I bequethc fifty pounds of lawftil money of England. Also I wolle that my 
gown of velvet to make a vestment ofj and C5 of lawful money of England to pray for my 
soule and the soules before reherced. Also I wolle that myne executors gifF to my sister 
Dame Elizabeth Donne c marks. Also I bequeath to the marriages of my neices the daugh- 
ters of John Brokesby cc marks. Also &c. to the marriage of the daughter of my brother 
Ferrers c marks. Also when George Erie of Shrewsbury, whose warde and marriage 
to be me is granted, &c. hath married Anne my daughter, I woll that if the same 
Erie should die, as God defend before any carnall knowlydge betwyne the same 
Erie and her had, that then Thomas brother of the said Erie take to wif her 
the same Anne, if the law of the churche will suffre or license hit. And if it happen 
the same Anne to dye &c. before any carnall knowlich &c. that then ward and mar-* 
riage of the same Erie and of his brother, be sold Sec. and the money thereof comying be 
employed &c. for the performing of this my will, and for the wele of my soul. And if it 
happen the said Erie, or after his dethe, the said Thomas .after that he be marryed to the 
said Anne &c. to disagree to the said marriage at such age as they may so do by the law Sec. 
then I wolle that myne executors gifF to my said daugbter m pounds S^c. for her marriage 
&c. Also I bequethe to my said doghter plate to the value of fifty marks and beddyng cham- 
beryngs and other stuff for her convenient to the value of c marks &c. whereof I wolle that 
she be'of the age of eighteen yeres. Also where I have the ward and marriage of Edward 
Trussell I wolle &c. that it be sold and the money 8cc. employed to the performing of this 
my will, and for the wele of my soule &c. and if my brother Sir John Donne wole be the 
said ward I will that he be preferred therein before any other Sec. by XL pounds. Also I 
wolle that my feoffees of the manors of Bewyk and ThurkeJby in Holdernes, in the county 
of Yorke Bolton Percy in the shire of the city of Yorke the manor of Barowe and the Hun- 
. dred of Framland in the countie of Leicestre, the manor called Everingham fee in the 
couiity of Nottingham, the manor of Fynchlcy in the county of Middlesex, the rape of 
Hastyngs in the county of Sussex &c. shall suffer myne executors to take the issues Sec 
thereof, &c. unto the time Sec. that they have performed this my will and payd my debts 
&c. Also I will that my feoflfees of the manors of Larnley and Blesby in the county of 
Nottingham, the manor of Drakenage in the countie of Warwick, the manor of Sutton in 
Holdernesse &c. make estate thereof to Richard my son when he cometh to the age of 
eighteen years, to have, to hym and to the heirs of his body Sec. the remaynder to the heirs 
male of my fader's body &c. ; the remaynder Sec. to my right heirs. In likewise &c. of the 
manor of Arnali in the countie of Nottingham, Flekney, Little Asheby and Brentyngthoip 
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in the countie of Leicestre &c. make estate thereof to my said son William when he cometh 
to the age of eighteen yeres &c. to the heires male of his body, and the remainder to the 
said Richard, my son^ and to the heirs male of bis body; the remaynder to the heires male 
of my fader's body &c. the remaynder of my right heires &c. Also I wolle that every of my 
said two sons have plate to the value of c pounds, and either of them chamberyng, beddyng 
and other stuff convenient for them &c. to the value of c pounds, &c. Also I wolle that my 
feofifees make estate to Katharine my wife, immediately aftei* my decease, of the manors of 
Stoke Daubeny, Welberston and Sutton, in the countie of Northampton, the manor of Ed- 
monton in Totenham in the county of Middlesex, of Kerby, Lubbersthorpe, Braunston 
Bagworth Thorneton and the Parke of Bagworth and Kerby, in the countie of Leicestre, 
of the manors of Welborne and Aslakby in the shire of Lincoln &c. for terme of her life, 
&c. so that the said Katheriiie &c. release her dower in all tlic sayd manors of Bewyck 
Thurcelby, &c. and lands before assigned to perform my will &c. Also I, in most humble 
wise, beseche the King's grace to take the governannce of my son and heir and, as straitly 
as to me is possible, I charge mync heir on my blessing, to be faythfuU and true to the 
King's grace, to my Lord Prince and their heires, &c. Also I will that myne executors in 
the dispossition of such goods as in generalitie in this my will be assigned to be disposed 
by theym, for the wele of my sowle, have tenderly in remembrance and preferment the said 
Abby of Sulby, to the intent that they the more especially shall pray for the sowles of me, 
my wife, and the sowles afore reherced. And for the performyng and executyng of this 
my last will and testament I ordeyne and make myn executors Kateryn myn entirely be- 
loved wyffe, myn eldest son Sir Edward Hastyngs Knight, Sir William Husee Knight, 
ChefFe Juge of the King's Bcnche, Richard Pigotte one of the King's Serjeants at the 
Lawe, and, for thayr labours and pyne that they shall have for and aboute the performyng 
and executyng this my last will and testament, I wyle that Sir William Huse and Richard 
Pigotte have either of thaym xl pounds of lawful money of Inglaud, praying and requyryng 
my wyffe and eldest son, and tlie said Huse and Pygotte, to take the charge upon thayitl to see 
the execucion of this my last will and testament, after tlie true intent thereof, as myspecyall 
trust is in thaym, and as they wyll answer before God. And, for the more perfite and sure 
execucion of this my said last wyll and testament, I ordayne and make the ryght reverend 
£ader in God, John Bishop of Ely my good lord, and also John Lord Dynham my good 
lord and cosyn surveyors of this my said last wyll and testament, humbly and most hcrtyly 
besechyng their good lordships to take the labor and charge therof upon thaym, in whom 
I put my syngular and specyal trust, for the wele of my sowle, and for tliayr labor I will 
that ey ther of my said lords have xl marks of lawful money of Ingland. And in witnesse 
that thys ys my last will and testament I did wryte thys clause and last artycle with myn 
own hand at London the xxvii day of June, the yere of our Lord God above said, and iu 
the yere of my Soveragne Lord Kyng Edward IV. xxi. whose grace in the most humble 
wise 1 beseche to be good and tender and graycious lord to my sowle, to be good and gra^ 
cyous soverayne lord to my wyfe, my son and myn eyre, and to all my ciiildren, whom I 
charge upon my blessyng to be true sojctts and servants to you my Soverayne Lord under 
God, and to your eyre^ and to all your issue, and beseche you Soverayne Lord also to be 
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good Lord to my surveyors and executers as my most syngular trust is in youi* good grace 
before all eyrthly greatness, as wele for my wyfe and chyldren as to my executors and 
surveyors in executing this my last wyll and testament. Signed with my hand and sealed 
with the seal of myn armys the daye and yere aforesad." 
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WILL OF KATHERINE LADY HASTINGS. 

In Dei nomine, amen. The twenty-second day of November, in the year of our Lord, 
1503, and in the nyneteenth yere of the reigne of King Henry VII. I Katherine Lady 
Hastings, widow, late the wife of "William, late Lord Hastings, having perfect memory 
and hole mind, considering tliat nothing is more certain than death, and therefore at all 
times willing to be ready unto death, and to look for the time of the coming of the same, 
in such wise, that death stele not upon unprepared, whereunto it is required, not onely dis- 
position ghostly, but also of such goods as God of his unmeasurable goodness hath lent 
me the use and exercise of; intending through his especial grace, so to passe by these tem- 
porals and momentary goods, that I shall pot lose eternal, make, ordaine, and declare this 
my testament and last will, in manner and form following". First, I most humbly bequeath 
my soul to God Almighty, my Redeemer, to our blessed Lady Saint Mary the Virgin, and 
to all the company of Heaven, and my body to be buried in our Lady Chappell, within the 
parish church of Ashby-de-la-Zouch, between the image of our Lady and the place as- 
signed for the Vicar's grave. Item, for my mortuary, I bequeath according to my custome. 
Item, bequeath to the Cathedral Church of Lincoln, twenty pounds. Item. I bequeath to 
the high alter in the parish church of Ashby above said, xx 5. Item, I will that a priest 
be found to sing in the said chappell for my fadyr, and my Lady my modar, my Lord my 
husband's soules, and in special for those soules which I am most boundcn to cause to be 
prayed for, the space of three years next ensuing, after my departing, and the said priest to 
receive yearly, during the said three years, for his stipend, six pounds, and if my priest, Sir 
William Englondel be contented to pray for me in the said place, and for the above said, 
then I woU that he be admitted to the said service before any other priest. And I be- 
queath unto the said chappell, a suit of vestments of bawdekyn, red and green, and my, 
little gilded chalice, a printed mass book, and a printed portoons, which I will my said 
priest have the use of, for the said three years, at the times when he shall be disposed to 
say his service divine in the said place. Item, I bequeath to the said church of Ashby, 
seven surples, to be occupied and used by the ministers that shall doe service in tlie said 
church. Item, I woU that my masse covered with red velvet that is occupied in the chap- 
pell, be given to a poor church after the direction of myn executors. Item, I woU that the 
Colledge of Newarke, of Leicestre, have to them and tlieir successors for ever, all my lands 
and tenements, with all their appertenances in the townes and feilds in Benton^ Q^^^r 
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and WigstoD, in Uie xx)untie of Leicestre aforesaid, which I lately purchased of Elizabeth 
Kent, widdow, for a yerely obit to be kept in the said college for my Lord my fadyr, my 
Lady my moder, my Lord my husband, and for me for ever. Item, where I owe unto 
Cecilie, Marquesse Dorset, certain sumes of money which I have borrowed of her at 
diverse times, as appeareth by bills indented thereof made, I woll that the said Cecilie, 
in full contentation of all such sumes of money as I owe unto her, have my bed of arres, 
tittor, testor, and counterpane, which she late borrowed of me, and over that, I will that 
she have my tabulet of gold that she now hath in her hands for a pledge, and three curtains 
of blew sarcionett and a traverse of blew sarcionett, and three quishions of counterfeit arres, 
with imagery of women, a long quishion, and two short, of blew velvet, also two carpets. 
Item, I bequeath to myne especial good Lord George,* Earl of Shrewsbury, a cope of cloth 
of gold, of white damasce, with torpens cloth of gold and velvet upon velvet. Item, a vest* 
mentof purpure velvet, with a crucifix and images of St. Peter and St. John, embroidered 
upon that oon oFthen. I bequeath to my Lady Shrewsbury, a cope of cloth of gold with 
lillyes embroidered, and that oon with the image of the Trinitie, with a frontail for an 
alter. Item, my Prymar, which is now in the keeping of my Lady Fitz Hugh, also two 
cushions of counterfeit, and with imagery of women; a long quishon, and two short, of 
blew velvet. Item, a long covering for a cushion of purpure velvet, and oon short, also 
two carpets. Item, I bequeath to my son, Edward Lord Hastings, a suite of vestments, 
now being in the hands of the abbot of Darley, for a sume of twenty pounds, which suite 
I will be pledged oute of my proper goods, also an ouche, being in the keeping of my son 
William, also an image of our Lady, now being in the hands of my Lady Marquesse. 
Item, a salt of gold, being now in the hands of my daughter Mary, Lady Hungerford; 
alsoc a faire Prymar, wliich I had by the yefture of Queen Elizabeth. Alsoe where my 
seyd son oweth unto me for certain charges, which I took upon me for his sake, an hun- 
dred markes as appeareth by his writing thereof made, I considering the kinde demeanor 
of my said son at this time, in granting of a certain annuity, remit and pardon unto him the 
said hundred markes due to mc by the bequest of William Strole, in part of payment for 
my debts, and for my servants at the next audit. Alsoe I bequeath unto my said son, two 
coverings for quishions of counterfeit arres with imagery of women. Item, two quishions 
of colmterfeit arres with my Lords armes, alsoe two pare of curtains of green tartaric 
Item, two short quishions of tawney velvet ; also a long quishion, oon short, of crimson 
velvet; also such pieces of bawdekyn, with a frontaile of cloth of gold of blew sattin, as hath 
been accustomed to be occupied about the sepulchre of our Lord; also a cloth of bawde- 
kjm with a frontaile of red bawdekjm for the font. Item, an old hanging of counterfeit 
arres of Knollys which now hangeth in the hall, and all such hangyngs of old bawdekyn 
or lynen paynted, as now hang in the chappell, with the alter clothes, and oon super 
altare, with oon of the vestments that now be occupied in the chappell. Alsoe, all such 
pieces of hangings as I have of blew and better blew, ^nth my Lord's armes, with ban- 
quyrs and cupboard clothes of the same sort. Alsoe three barrehides for carriage, and 
two barrehides for clothe sekks. Also the third part of my hey that is at Kerby, and all 
Buche tymber as I have there. Also all the bedding that be hath of mine, which late was 
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at London, reserved only two fedur-bedds and a cowcher, that I wol Richard my son 
have, and also two carpets. Item bequeath to my sons Richard and William four cover- 
ings for quishions, with my lerds armys of counterfeit arres. Also two hangings for an 
aultar, with the twelve Apostles embroidered with gold, with a crucifix, and the Salutation 
of our Lady. Alsoe all the pieces of hangings of verd that now hang in my chamber and 
in the parlour; alsoe all my stuSe of napree pertaining to the pantree; alsoe two pair of 
blankets and two pair of fustians; alsoe four pair of fine sheets; alsoe my stufie of kitchin, 
as platters, dishes, sawcers, broaches, potts, and pans: alsoe all my hey that is in Lub- 
bershorp, provided that William have more part of the hey ; also two parts of the hey at 
Kerby ; also two vestiments, oon that hath been accustomed to be occupyed in my hjgh 
house, and oon that's occupyed in the chappell ; two masse books, two super alters ; oon of 
white to Richard, oon of jeth to William, two coporauxes ; alsoe to Richard foure pair of 
brigaunters, and to William two payre, and to them both thirteen saletts. Item to my 
son William all such stufTc of bedding as he hath now in his chamber of mine, that is to 
say, a feller tester, counterpoint of roosemary, a quilt happing, a white mantell, a white 
square happing, a square happing, white and black. Alsoe to my son William, all such 
plate as was in the hands of John Holme, with that he pay unto the said John, at the feast 
of St. Andrew next coming, fifteen pounds, in part of payment of a greater sume, and 
over that to doe such charitable deeds of almes as I have appointed to be done by him. 
Also I bequeethe to my son William four fedur beds and couchcrs, and to Richard two 
fedur beds that he hath, a coucher that was at London, a coucher that's her^ and a iedur 
beddc. Item, I bequeath unto them all the hangings of saye which be at Kerbye now as 
appearcth by the inventory thereof made, and I woll that William have foure paire of 
sheets of such sortc as he now occupyeth. Item to my Lady Margaret, a payre of little 
salts of silver and parcell gylt. To my sister Fitzhugh oon of my standing cupps; alsoe 
a bedd of tymbre; and such pledges as she hath of mine, I woll they be pledged out by 
William, and he hereto have them. Item to my daughter Hungerford, my part of a crosse, 
which she hath in her keeping for a pledge. Item to my son George Hastings, a good 
fedur bedde, a boulster, a pair of blankets, a paire of fustians, and a pair of fine sheets. 
Item to my nephew William Ferrers, to my niece, his wife, a fedur bedde, a boulster, a 
blanket, a chike happing, and old counterpoint sillor and tester, which they now occupy 
in their chamber. Alsoe foure payre of sheets, and oon of my finest gownes. Item to 
my Lady Mary a ring, which William Bamsell hath for a pledge, to be pledged out 
of my goods. Item to my niece Brokesby three payre sheets of and oon of my best 
gownes, my gownes to be given among my other gentlewomen, and oon to Mrs. Booth, 
and oon to Margaret Cooke, and oone old gowne to raoder Ceall, of Leicestre; and 
ooQ gown cloth of my groome'is livery to Richard Twhytull. Item to Sir Christopher 
Haj-ward, my preest, in monie or stuff, whether he woll, ten marks, towards such 
charges of reparations of his chauncell as he shall have. Item I bequeath to the same 
Christopher Hayward a vestment of crimson velvet, and the crosse of black cloth of 
gold. Item I woll that he entre, immediately after my departing, into the ferme of 
Kerby appertaining unto him, and to take all such fruits as have growne this year, with. 
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ttilies, oblations and other profits belonging to the said ferme, and over that he to per- 
ceive in money fifty-three shillings fourc-pence, and to content himself for the rent of the 
said ferme for this year, and to pay unto the preest of Kirby his full wages unto the 
annuntiation of our Lady next coming. Also I woU that my household be fully con- 
tentedy and paid for their whole quarter's wages, to be finished at Christmas next; and all 
such wages that has been unpaid due unto them and over this I woU that every oon of my 
gentlemen shall have thirteen shillings four-pence, and every yeoman ten shillings, and 
eveiy groon six shillings eight-pence. Item I woll that John Lolls have twenty pounds. 
Item bequethe to Mr. Doctor Christopherson oon of my best horses, also a gowne of my 
fine black. Item I woll that such hangings or beddipg as shall be sold for the payment of 
my debts and performance of my will, be refused of my Lady Marqucsse, and of my son 
Edward Lord Hastings, before they be any parcell to be sold to any other body, so that 
the said Lacly Marquiss and Lord Hastings woll give as muche for the said as any other 
woll doe, and make as quick payment. The residue of my goods not bequeathed, my 
debts fully paid, with all my cattail, somes of monie, rents, annuities, debts, and ar- 
rearages, which it shall happen me to have, and to be possessed of, or due unto me, by 
any grant of lawfuU meane at the time of my departing, I woll be equally divided between 
my sons Richard and William ; and for the true execution and performance of this my 
present testament 'and last will, I make and ordaine Cercell, Marquis Dorset, widdow 
George Earl of Shrewsbury, and Anne his wife, my daughter, Edward Lord Hastings, 
Richard Hastings, and William Hastings, esquires, my sons, myne executors, most hum- 
bly beseeching and praying them, in the way of charity, to take the peyne-^nd labour for 
the true performance of the same, as my special trust is in them. 



APPENDIX III. 

WILL OF SIR EDWARD HASTINGS. 

In the Name of God Amen. The 4th day of November the ycre of our Lord 1506. 
I Edward Hastings Knight, Lord Hastings and Hungerford, hole in mynde, make my tes- 
tament and last will, in manner and forme following &c. My body to be buried yf I de- 
part this worUl in London, or within twenty miles of the same, in the Colege of Wynd- 
sore, nyghe to the tombe of my Lord my father (whose soule God pardon) yf it may be 
conveniently, else I remitte the same to the discretion of myne executors &c. by the over- 
sight of the Erie of Shrewsbury, Lord Steward of the King's most honourable household, 
or of my two brethren, yf they be at my said departing. Also I wolle that the conveyance 
of my body to my buriall, with all the observances and other things pertaining to the 
same, and also to my months mind and yere day, be ordered and done by my said execu- 
ters or other above rehersed. Also I woll that an honest preste and virtuous be provided 



APPENDIX. 403 

lo syng and pray for my soul, and the soules of my father and mother, and all other my 
frends, with the soules of them that I am bounden to pray for, and all Christen soules in 
the chapell or church where my body shall be interred, by the space of seven years next 
ensuing my said departing, and the same prest oons in every day shall say Placebo, Dirige, 
and commendations, with mass of Requiem, on the morrow, for my soule and the soules 
above rehersed ; and other orisons and prayers as my said executors shall appoint, and 
that the said prest have yerely for the doing of the same observances, during the same 
seaven yeare, ten marks. Also I woll that my brother Richard Hastings have oone an- 
nuyte of xx marks by yere out of my lordship of Thorncton and Bagworth, not oonly to 
hin but also to my lady his wyff, or to the longer lyver of them, to be made sure as the 
learned counsell of my sed brother can devise. Also I woll that my brother William 
Hastings shall have and enjoy the offices, and stewardships, and bailyfwyke, of my lordships 
of Thorncton and Bagworth, with the herbage yielding account of the same; to have and 
occupie to him and to his deputies, with all such fees and profits as to the same office in 
anywise appertain or belong for terme of his lyff oonely. And whereas I have granted 
unto my said brother William oon annuyte of xx marks be yere to be percevyd of my 
lands in the North parts, as by my letters patents to him made of the same more pleynly 
it doth apperc, I wool and put it to be in choyse of my said brother whether he woll have 
the said annuyte in the place appoynted in my said letters patents ; els my said recoverers 
and fcofTecs to make unto hym an estate or graunt thereof, as by his counsell lerned shall be 
thought good, for terme of his lyff out of such of my lands as he shall thinke most profit- 
able &c. Also whereas my said lord and father, whose soule God pardon, hath taken a 
place within the Friers at Calais for cert en yercs, to hym and to his heires, I woll that the 
said friers and their successors saying yerely for evermore for my soule an obite upon the 
same day it shall please Almighty God to call me to hys mercy, that is to say a solempne 
dirge over even, and masse upon the morrow, with commendations, and oons in the week 
for evermore, one frier say Dirige and commendations, with masse of Requiem, upon the 
morrow, for the soules of my said lord and father, and me, and also to perform and fulfil 
certen masses to be said accordyng to the graunt made by the provinciall, and the general 
chapter of their order at Gippiwic, as it appeareth by a bill sent unto me of the same that 
then they shall have and enjoy the said place to them most profite and advantage, any con- 
dition made unto my said lord and father notwithstanding, &c. 

He willed lastlv, that his feoffees should make sale of the manors of Welford, countv of 
Northampton, Lubberslhorpc, W'yston, anil Braunston, county of Leicester, as also of 
Bcwike, Alrcborow, and Slyngcrby, county of York, to pay his debts and perform this his 
will. 



THE END. 



C. Baldwin, Printer, 
New Rridee-Stif^, l^ndnn. 
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